
A\p`h§tf \µn Nithin Babu

G«¯nb½ - -1

" Cuuuuu........At¿m...... At½...At½......"
apdnbnÂ \n¶pw GS¯nbt½sS t]Sn¨c \nehnfn Fs¶ sIm¨p]pkvXI¯nsâ
ck¨cSnÂ \n¶pw s]s«¶SÀ¯n amÁn. Rmt\mSn GS¯nbpsS apdn hmXnÂ¡se¯n.
AXv AI¯p \n¶p IpÁnbn«ncn¡bmbncp¶p.
" GS¯nbt½.. GS¯nbt½......" Rm³ IXInÂ X«n hnfn¨p.
" A½ F´ntbSm...?..." GS¯n AI¯p \n¶pw hnfn¨p tNmZn¨p.
" A½ ]d¼nÂ ...]pÃp]dn¡m³ t]mbncn¡bm....."
" tM.... Cuizcm C\n Rms\´m sNbvI...." GS¯n hopw t]Sn¨p \nehnfníp¶p.
" F´p ]Án... hÃ ]mt¼m tNt¼m ht¶m GS¯nbt½...?... Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" At¿m ..AsÃSm..."
" ]ns¶´p ]Án...?... F¦n hmXnÂ sXmd¡v thKw... " Rm³ IXInÂ X«n.
AI¯p \n¶pw iÐanÃ. F\n¡p t]Snbmbn. t_m[w sISptIm atÁm sNbvtXm...
Rm³ hopw hnfn¨p. At¸mÄ adp]Sn h¶p.
" Mm... \nÃv.....sXmd¡mw...." Rm³ shfnbnÂ Im¯p \n¶p.

KoX, Fsâ G«sâ `mcy, IeymWw Ignªn«v amk§Ä am{Xw. Rm³ H¼Xmw
¢mÊnteív Ibdm³ Im¯p \nÂ¡p¶p. Ah[n¡mew. th\Â XpS§n. Fsâ aq¯
tN¨namsc IeymWw Ign¨b¨t¸mÄ ho«nÂ A½símcp klmbw Bhiyambn. G«t\
]nSn¨v AO³ s]®psI«n¨p. G«³ AOs\ klmbn¨v SuWnepÅ R§fpsS ISbnÂ
\nÂ¡p¶p.
G«¯n ImWm³ Hcp ]okp Xs¶bmbncp¶p. SuWnÂ Pohn¨ s]®v. Un{Kníp
t]msb¦nepw ]qÀ¯nbm¡nbnÃ. sI«n ho«nÂ h¶p It¸mtg F\n¡p tXm¶n. Cu
bpK¯nÂ Fsâ G«¯n Un{Kn FgpXpIbnsÃ¶v. tImtfPnepÅ kIe ]qhme·mcpw
GS¯nbpsS ]pdtI Bbncn¡pw. A{Xípw Hcp Nc¡v. NXpc apJw, Ft¸mgpw Npw_\w
sImXn¡p¶p F¶p tXm¶pamdpÅ ZmlmÀ¯amb NppIÄ, \Ã BtcmKyhpw
kmam\yw XSnbpw. FSp¯p ]nSn¨p \nÂ¡p¶ amdpIÄ. Pb`mcXnbpsS IpnIÄ.
GS¯n IS¡®psImv GdpI®n«v t\m¡p¶Xp ImÂ BWp§Ä t_m[w sISpw.
F\n¡p tN«t\mSkqb tXm¶n. F¶mepw tN«sâ Hcp `mKyw. kmcanÃ. F\n¡pw Hcp
CcbmbtÃm. H¶p cp {]mhiyw ]d¼nÂ Ip¯nbncp¶p aq{Xsamgn¡p¶Xv Hfn¨p
\n¶v In«pv. apÅm\ncn¡pt¼mÄ F´n\m Cu s]®p§Ä XpWn sImp ap¼pw
]pdIpw adíp¶Xv Fs¶\n¡p tXm¶nbn«pv. Fgpt¶Áp t]mbn¡gnbpt¼mÄ
Adnbm¯ `mh¯nÂ a®nÂ Dmb B Ipgnbnepw AXn\p NpÁpapÅ Ddªp IqSp¶
shfp¯ ]Xbpw t\m¡n \nÂ¡pw. ]p¯³ aq{X¯nsâ aWw At¸mÄ A´co£¯nÂ
AebSn¡p¶pmIpw. AdnbmsX B Pe[mcbpsS DdhnSw k¦ån¨v Kpems\
Xncp½nbn«pv. Ipd¨p hmWhpw GS¯nbt½sS t]cnÂ t\Zn¨n«ps¶Xv Hcp kXyw.
Rms\¶Ã, Ip®bpw hnImchpÅ BWp§Ä Bcpw hmWaSn¨p t]mIpw.
ASp¡fbnÂ Nnet¸mÄ shdpw ]mhmSbpw »ukpw [cn¨v s]cpamdpt¼mÄ Rm³
Hfnªp t\m¡p¶Xv A½ Hcn¡Â Ip ]nSn¨p. ]ns¶ A½ ]e {]mhiyw
]dªn«mWp ]pÅn¡mcn amds¯mcp tXmÀ¯n«Xv. AsXm¶pw B Ip¼f§ apeIfpsS
Kmw`ocys¯ adím³ t]mcp¶hbmbncp¶nÃ. AcIÃnÂ Ip\nªp\n¶v Acípt¼mÄ
apt¼m«pw ]pdtIm«pw XÅp¶ amdpIfpw Ipnbpw ImWm³ Rm³ ASp¡f¸pds¯
apÁ¯p IqSn Dem¯pw. At¸mÄ ]pÅn¡mcn Zln¸n¡p¶ Hcp t\m«w t\m¡pw.
AtXmsS Rm³ ImÁp t]mb _eqWmIpw.
]t£ F\n¡v GS¯nb½tbmSp tZjyambncp¶p. tIdn h¶v Hcp amkw
Ignªt¸mtgípw Ft¶mSv A[nImcw XpS§n. AXp sImp hmSm. CXp sN¿Sm.
Fs¶ms¡bmbn. F´pw sN¿mw. ]t£ Fsâ tXm«ph¡s¯ Ccp¸p
apS¡nbXmbncp¶p Fs¶ GS¯nb½bpsS hntcm[n B¡nbXv.
R§fpsS ]d¼nsâ AXnÀ¯n IgnªmÂ s\Â¸mSw. AXnsâ \SphnÂ IqSn hfªp
]pfsªmgpIp¶ Hcp henb tXmSpv. \Ã th\enepw AXp hÁpIbnÃ, Aåw
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\oscmgp¡pmIpw. At¸mÄ Nne `mK§fnÂ aWÂ Ipgn¨v ap§n¡pfn¡¯¡
coXnbnÂ Bgapm¡n s]®p§Ä Ae¡pw Ipfnbpw \S¯pw. R§fpsS ASp¯pw
A§s\ H¶p cp IShpIfpv. Rm\pw Fsâ Iq«pImc\pw ao³ ]nSn¡ms\¶
hymtP\ Hmtcm Nqbpambn IShpIÄ tXmdpw \S¡pw. ]e {]mb¯nepw Xc¯nepw
DÅ s]®p§Ä D¨Ignbpt¼mÄ Ae¡pw Ipfnbpw \S¯p¶Xv R§fpsS ISnsímcp
]cnlmcambncp¶p. \Ã lcapsÅmcp Imgv¨bpw. amdp adímsXbpw Ipfn¡p¶hÀ,
ImepIÄ amdn amdn IÃnÂ sh¨v tXmÀ¯p hIªv amÁn clky `mK¯v tkm¸p
tXíp¶hÀ. IpfnIgnªv tXmÀ¯nÂ \n¶pw apnte¡p XpWn amdp¶hÀ, Chscms¡
R§fpsS A¶¶pÅ hmWaSnípÅ hIsbmcp¡n. ]eXcw apeIÄ, ]eXcw Idp¸p
shfp¸p Zriy§Ä Hs¡ an¶mbw t]mse ImWm³ ]Ápw. ag¡meambmÂ,
InWdpIfnÂ shÅw \ndªmÂ, ]ns¶ AhcpsS hchp hncfamIpw.
]p¯t\«¯n h¶v Hcp amkw Ignªt¸mtgípw Abet¯ H¶p cp s]®p§fpambn
N§m¯w IqSn Ipfn tXm«nteíp amÁn. BZyw \Ã shÅamtWmSm F¶v Ft¶mSv
A`n{]mbw tNmZns¨¦nepw Rm³ ]dªXv tXm«nÂ t]mIs¶mbncp¶p. ImcWapv.
AXv hmb\¡mtc \n§Ä¡v hgntb a\ÊnemIpw. AXp hIshímsX AhÀ tXm«nÂ
t]m¡p XpS§n. R§fpsS Cu ]©mcbSn Irjn SuWnÂ ASn¨p Ifn¨p hfÀ¶
GS¯níp a\Ênembn. cp aq¶p Znhkw Ignªt¸mÄ Fs¶ hnfn¨v Hcp Znhkw
tNmZn¨p.
" FSm \osb´n\m F¶pw tXm«p h¡¯p t]mWXv..?.."
" ao³ ]nSn¡m³..."
" F¶n«p s\\s¡mcp \t¯mensb¦nepw In«os«mtmSm..?.."
" AXp sNe¸w In«pw...sNe¸w..."
" In«pw In«pw... samt«¶p hncnbp¶Xn\p ap¼p Xt¶ s]®p§fp Ipfn¡p¶Xp
ImWm\m sN¡sâ ]qXn... tZ.. Hcp Imcyw ]dtª¡mw... C\n B
tXm«ph¡s¯§m\pw \o h¶m...Rm\Ot\mSpw tN«t\mSpw.. FÃmtcmSpw ]tdw...
AÊ v̄...."
Rms\m¶pw annbnÃ. ]t£ a\ÊnÂ ]dªp.
" sam«bmtWm hcmemtWm F¶dnbtWm¦n ]dsame¨o... Fsâ XpWn s]m¡n
ImWn¡mcp¶p. Fsâ tN«sâ `mcybmbnt¸mbntÃ. A½ ]dªncn¡p¶Xv
GS¯nb½ív A½bpsS kvYm\amsW¶m...."
\nhr¯nbnÃ. £an¨p. ]ns¶ Rm³ tXm«nÂ t]m¡p \nÀ¯n. sshIpt¶cambmÂ
hmb\imebnÂ t]mIpw, AsÃ¦nÂ tXm«pIep¦nÂ sN¶ncn¡pw, hÃ ]d¨ntbm
]pebntbm s\©pw XÅn¨p t]mIp¶Xp t\m¡nbncn¡pw, Iq«pImcpambn A`n{]mbw
]mÊm¡pw. H¶pansÃ¦nÂ ho«nÂ Ccp¶v N§mXnamcpsS kÀ¡ptej\nÂ In«p¶
sIm¨p ]pkvXI§Ä hmbn¨p ]dnbpw Xncp½n Ccn¡pw. A§s\bpÅ Hcp
si\nbmgvNbmWo kw`hw.

Ipd¨p an\n«pIÄ Rm³ Im¯p \n¶p. HSphnÂ IXInsâ Hcp ]mfn Xpd¶v GS¯n
Hfnªp t\m¡nbn«p tNmZn¨p.
" A½bntÃSm ChnsS...?..."
" CÃ..."
" Fsâ ssZhta... Rms\´p sN¿pw..." GS¯n hopw hne]níp¶p.
" GS¯nbt½.. Imcysa´m¶p ]d.... " F\n¡pw Hc¦em¸v. H¶pansÃ¦nepw tN«sâ
kl[À½nWnbtÃ.
aSn¨p aSn¨v AhÀ IXIp Xpd¶p. Ft¶ AI¯p IbÁnbn«v IXIS¨p. F\ns¡m¶pw
a\ÊnembnÃ. ]t£ B \nÂ¸nÂ Ft´m ]´ntISp tXm¶n.
A©p an\n«p ap¼v tXm«nÂ \n¶v Ipfn Ignªv h¶v aqfn¸m«pw ]mSn kz´w apdnbnteíp
tIdnt¸mb GS¯n. H¶p t\m¡Wsa¶p Bin¨Xmbncp¶p. ImcWw, ASp¯pÅ tXm«p
IShmbXp sImv, an¡hmdpw Hcp kmcn¸mhmSbmbncn¡pw Acíp XmsgbpÅXv. AXp
Xs¶ \\ªv H«n¸nSn¨v B sN¸pIpS§fpsS BIrXnbpw ImWn¨mbncn¡pw hcp¶Xv.
»ukn\p apIfnÂ Hcp tXmÀ v̄ ap³hiw ad¨v C«ncnípw. apSnbpw Agn¨n«v, Ae¡nb
XpWnIfpw Ibv¯bnÂ Xq¡nbn«v hcp¶ hchp ImÂ IhnXm t_m[anÃm¯h\pw
almImhysagpXnt¸mIpw. A{Xíp ImaapWÀ¯p¶ ZriyamWm hchv. ImWm³
]Ápsa¦nÂ Rm³ HfnI®ns«m¶p t\m¡pw. ]t£ t]Snbmbncp¶p a\ÊnÂ. am\`bw.
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Hcp ImÂ Ih¨v F¯n¡p¯n AhÀ Xncnªp \S¶p. ]ns¶ Fsâ t\À¡p Xncnªp
\n¶p. F\ns¡m¶pw a\ÊnembnÃ.
" F´m¶p.. ]d..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" tZ, CXp Itm.. Ct¿..." AhÀ AhcpsS XpSbnteíp Nqn¡mWn¨p. At¸mgmWp
Rm³ {i²n¨Xv. Ahcv ap³hi¯p \n¶pw ]mhmS s]m¡n¸nSn¨ncn¡bmbncp¶p.
amÀ_nÄ XqWp t]msebpÅ Hcp XpSbpw atÁXnsâ Ipd¨pw A\mOmZw. Rm\Sp¯p
sN¶p.
" Ft´y...." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" \o t\ms¡Sm At§m«v... tZ... ImteÂ Ft´m... ISn¨ncn¡p¶p.. Ct¿... "
AhÀ CuÀ¨tbmsS I®pIfS¨p. Rm³ \ne¯ncp¶v Ip\nªv AhcpsS
ImepIÄ¡nSbnteíp t\m¡n. tZ InS¡p\p [ow XcnInS tXmw. GS¯nbt½sS het¯
AIwXpSbnÂ s\Sp\of¯nÂ ISn¨p Xq§n tNmc IpSn¨v kpJn¡pIbmsWmcp Ipfb«.
Cfw Xhn«p \nd¯nÂ \men©p \of¯nÂ t]\m h®¯nÂ Ah³ ]Án¸nSn¨ncn¡p¶p.
GS¯n XpSIÄ AI¯nbmWp sh¨ncn¡p¶Xv. F¶n«p ]mhmS Iq«n Ihs¡S
AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨ncn¡p¶p. \Ã G¯hmg¸nnIÄ t]mse an\pkapÅ shfp¯p
Xnf§p¶ XpSIÄ. XpSIfpsS ap³`mK¯v Hcp tcmaOmbbpv. shdptXbÃ A«¨mcv
AIwXpSbnÂ ap¡q«pIheíp sXm«p Xmsg Xt¶ ISn¡m³ kvYew Is¯nbXv.
aq¸nem\p tcmaapÅnS¯p \n¶pw tNmc IpSn¡m³ A{X XmåcyanÃ. ]ns¶
\nhr¯nbnsÃ¦nÂ sNe¸w ap«n\p Xmsgbpw ]nSns¨¶p hcpw. Hc©p an\n«p IgnªmÂ
Ahsâ hbdp \ndbpw Ah³ Xms\ hn«p Xmsg hogpw, Fs¶\n¡p a\Ênembn.
]mSt¯ Xmgv¶ \ne§fnÂ Dghp \S¯nbXn\p tijw t]m¯pIsf Nnet¸mÄ
R§fpsS taes¯ IShnÂ Ipfn¸n¡mdpv. t]m¯ns\ Ipfn¸n¨mÂ Hgp¡n\p
iànbnÃm¯Xp sIm tXm«nÂ I®« Dd¸mbncn¡pw. `mKyapÅhtc ISn¡pw,
AÃm¯hÀ c£s]Spw. AXpsImm\p Rm³ tXm«nÂ Ipfn¡m¯Xpw GS¯ntbmSp
Ipfn¡m³ t]mIs¶p ]dªXpw. ]t£ NnecpsS càw Cu kpJnam\p CãaÃ.
Fsâ tNmc Cãambncp¶p. ]e {]mhiyw Fs¶ ISn¨tXmsS Rm³ B Ipfn ]cn]mSn
\nÀ¯n. AXp sImmbncp¶p Rm³ GS¯nb½tbmSv tXm«nÂ t]mI F¶p
]dªXv. tI«nÃ. C¸w In«nbntÃ, A§s\ hcs«.
Rmt\mSn, A¸pds¯ apdnbnÂ \n¶pw Np®m¼p sU¸nsbSp¯p, A½bpw AO\pw
hÃt¸mgpw apdp¡p¶ kz`mhapv. ]ns¶m¶p Nn´n¨p, C§s\ Hchkcw C\n
In«¯nÃ, ]Icw ho«pIbpw sN¿mw, ImWm³ sImXn¨Xp IbvImcyw sN¿pIbpw
sN¿mw. a\ÊpcpIn {]mÀ°n¨p. {ioIrjvWm, irwKmc¯nsâ AhXmcta, A½
C¸sg§pw XncnsI hctÃ. Xncnsb apdnbntetímSn. GS¯n B \nÂ¸p Xs¶. Rm³
IXIS¨p, IpÁnbn«p.
" F´n\mSm IpÁnbn«Xv..."
" AXv... GS¯nbt½sS Cu \nÂ¸p Bsc¦nepw ImÂ...."
" FSm...thKw Fs´Inepw sN¿Sm... Cu amcW¯ns\ F§s\sb¦nepw H¶p
]dns¨Sp¡Sm... Ct¿... Fsâ ImhnÂ `KhXo...." GS¯n \n¶p hndíp¶p.
" GS¯nb½ t]Sn¡msX \nÃv... C¸w Cht\ Rm³ sicnbm¡n Xcmw..."
" F¶mepw CsXsâ tZl¯p Xs¶ ..."
" GS¯nbt½mSp Rm³ ]dªXtÃ... Cu tXm«nÂ t]mIm¶v... A¸w tI«nÃ..."
" AXn\p .. \o ImcWw ]dªnÃtÃm... Rm\dntªm.. CXv A«bpÅ tXmSmsW¶v..."
" F¸gpsam¶panÃm...Cu th\Â¡me¯p amt{XbpÅp... Hcp Imcyw sN¿v. GS¯nb½
Cu I«ntetem«p Imep s]m¡n shív. CsÃ¦nÂ Np®m¼p tXím³ ]Á¯nÃ. Hcp
kvYew hnSp¼w thsd kvYew In«nbm ]ns¶ Ah³ AhnsS ]nSnípw..."
Rm³ t]Sn¸n¨p. AhÀ a\ÊnÃma\tÊmsS ASp¯p InS¶ I«nenteíp ImseSp¯p
s]m¡nsh¨p. Rm³ AhcpsS Iosg Xmsg Ip¯nbncp¶p tatem«p t\m¡n. IÅn,
F\n¡p ImtW `mKw s]m¯n¸nSn¨ncn¡p\p. BMv lm, ImWn¨p sImSp¡mw.
\ne¯ncp¶p kmh[m\w XpSIfnÂ It®mSn¨t¸mtgípw Fsâ Imen¶nSbnÂ thsdmc«
Xe s]m¡m³ XpS§n.
" GS¯nb½ Cu Is¿m¶bt¨ ... F\n¡hsâ Xe ImWm³ ]Áp¶nÃ... I®nÂ Xt¶
Np®m¼p tXíWw... tZl¯p tX¨m... Ah³ IqSpXÂ ISnípw.."
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Ahscm¶p aSn¨p. Xmtgíp t\m¡n. AhcpsS I®nÂ t\m¡nbncn¡p¶ Fsâ
apJs¯m¶p t\m¡n. ]ns¶ I¿b¨p. Rm³ ]mhmS _eambn hen¨p, s]m§n
\nÂ¡p¶ XpSbpsS apIfnteíp Npcp«n sh¨p. F¶n«v atÁ XpSbnÂ \n¶pw
s]m¡n¸nSn¨p.
Blm, AP´mbnse cXoinåw t]mse Imepw Ih¨v Fsâ apIfnÂ GS¯n. F§s\
B \nÂ¸p hÀ®n¡pw F¶dnªp IqSm. cp aq¶p tZmiIÄ Hcp½n¨v ASp¡n]nSn¨n«v
AXp ]pkvXIw t]mse sNcn¨p ]nSn¨p XmfpIÄ AI¯nbmÂ F§s\bncn¡pw.
hnSÀ¶p \nÂ¡bmWp Xhn«p \nd¯nÂ B sX¦min¸qdv. t]cdnbm³ h¿m¯ Hcp
KÔhpw AhnsS \n¶pw haníp¶pv. F\n¡m aWw Cãs¸«p. apIÄ `mKs¯
ssaXm\w ]pÃp sh«n Ifª Idp¯ IpÁn¸qSIÄ NnXdnb {XntImWw `mKnIamtb
ImWm³ ]Áp¶pÅp. Rm³ ]mhmS Aåw IqSn s]m¡n.
" Fâoizcm... \osb´p ImWphmSm AhsS..." GS¯níp kln sI«p. AhÀ hopw
apJw s]m¯n.
" Fsâ GS¯nbt½... s]SímsX.. t\m¡s«... "
Ih¡q«nse B \o hnShn\I¯p \n¶pw Xhn«p \nd¯nÂ Npcp§n¡qSnb
AcnIpItfmSpIqSn Rm³ sIm¨p ]pkvXI¯nÂ hmbn¨dnª tbm\nbpsS
AI¨ppIÄ. AXn\åw Xmsgbmbn Fs´ms¡tbm Aåw DÅnÂ Npcpp InS¡p¶p.
GÁhpw apIfnÂ B ]qdnsâ Xe¸ v̄ XSn¨ Icphmfn¨ AcnIpIÄ¡nSbnÂ \op
\nhÀ¶p InS¡p¶p GS¯nbpsS hnImc kncmtI{µw, XSn¨pcpp thsdmcp
Ipfb«t]mse Cfw Nph¸pw Xhn«pw IfÀ¶ \nd¯nÂ, GS¯nbpsS Ba¡´v. A§p
apIfnÂ \n¶pw t\À¯ h®w, AXp IqSn¡qSn GXmv B ]qdnsâ a²y `mK v̄
h¶n«v hoSnsâ tam´mbw t]mse hnSÀ¶p \nÂ¡p¶p. AXnsâ XSn¨p´nb cp
IcIfnepw Aåw \ofapÅ IdpIdp¯ tcma§Ä NnXdn¡n¡nS¡p¶p. B tcma§fnÂ
NneXv tXm«ph¡s¯ hÅn]SÀ¸pIÄ t]mse B Nph¶ Nmenteív Xebn«n«pv.
Fsâ Ibv Xcn¨p, hnd¨p. BZyambn ]qÀ® hfÀ¨sb¯nb s]®nsâ P\t\{µnbw,
hms]mfn¨v ]p©ncn¡p¶ Hcp tbm\n, AXnsâ FÃm Kmw`ocyt¯mSpw IqSn t\cnÂ
ASp¯v ImWpIbmbncp¶p. AXnsâ KÔt¯mSp IqSn kv]Àin¡pIbmbncp¶p.
Rm³ BZyw B XSn¨ AI¨ppIfnÂ H¶nÂ ]nSn¨p hen¨p.
" \osb´mSm ImWn¡p¶Xv... " GS¯n ImepIf\¡n.
" ChnsSsbÃmw A«Ifm GS¯nbt½..."
" FSm... Ipcp¯w sI«ht\ AX«bsÃSm... "
" CtXm..?.. ]ns¶sbt´m¶m..." Rm³ H¶padnbm¯ t]mse tNmZn¨p.
" AsXsâ apÅps¶Ss¯mÅXmSm... \o AtX¶p hnt«¨v ... atÁ A«tb
]nSns¨Sp¡Sm... I¶pImeo..."
" Hmtlm... AXp sicn... CXmÀ¡dnbmw..."
Rm\Xp cpw IqSn Iq«n hen¨v dºÀ hen¨phnSp¶t]mse H¶p hn«p. GS¯n \n¶p
]pfªp.
" lm... \o.... \o....\nt¶ sImp ]ÁpthmSm... AtXm \o Fsâ kmam\w Ip
kpJn¡phmtWm...."
" CsX¶m ImWm\m...lpw... F¶m tZs, thsdmsc®w AXn\I¯ncp¶p tNmc
IpSníps¶mv.... tZ... ChnsS... AhnsS Np®m¼p tXím³ ]Ápthm...?.."
Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" FhnsS......?..."
" tZ.. ChnsS...." Rm³ B ]SÁn¸g¡´nsâ IogÁ v̄ cp hncÂ IqSn¸nSns¨mcp
hen. \Ã an\pkhpw sX¶epw. hen¨t¸mÄ AsXm¶p hoÀ¯t]mse.
" lt¿m... FSm...ssatc AsXâ I´mSm... FSm... \mdo.. \o At« ]nSn¡m³ t]mbn«v
Fsâ.. kmam\t¯ ]nSn¨v ckn¡phmtWmSm... aXn \nsâ FS]mSv....."
GS¯n Fsâ Xeíns«mcp Ingp¡v.
" At¿m GS¯o... AXnsâ sIS¸pw s\tdmw hent¸mw I¸w ... Rm³ hnNmcn¨p..
AXpw sImfb« Bcn¡pw F¶v... ]ctZhtX... CXmtWm GS¯osS I´v... tÈym..."
Rm\m Xnf§p¶ I´nÂ H¶p IqSn XShnt\m¡n. AXnsâ AI¯v Ft´m Hcp
IpcphpÅ t]mse.. GS¯n \n¶p hndªp XpÅn. B hncnªp \nÂ¡p¶
sIm«mc¸qdnÂ \n¶pw Is¿Sp¡m³ tXm¶p¶nÃ. \Ã aWhpw. Fsâ Ip®b« Fsâ
Ihs¡tSÂ tNmc IpSn¡msX Xs¶ hoÀ¯p hepXmbn¡gnªp.
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B hnSÀ¶p \nÂ¡p¶ tbm\o]pjv]¯nÂ H¶p apJw AaÀ¯Wsa¶p
tXm¶nbXmbncp¶p. Ct¸mgmsW¦nÂ \S¡pw, ]s£, AhnsS tam´ ap«n¨mÂ B
A«sb§m\pw apJ¯p ISn¨mtem Fs¶mcp t]Snbpw. F¶mepw Rm³ hn«nÃ.
" GXmbmepw £an¡v Fsâ G«¯nbt½... Ct{XambntÃ... C\n Ipªp§sf§m\pw
ISn¨ncp¸ptm¶p IqSn t\m¡t«..."
k½X¯n\p Im¯p \nÂ¡msX Hcp Dt±iw sh¨psImv Rm³ Fsâ Nqp hncÂ
Xmsg¡qSn B NqSp ]qÁnÂ IbÁn. kmam\yw \Ã apdp¡w. Hcp ]t£ GS¯nív
C¡nfnsbSp¯n«mbncn¡pw Cdp¡w tXm¶nbXv. tX³ Ip¸nbnÂ hncen« t]mse Hcp
H«epw henhpw. Rm³ hncÂ apgph³ DÅnteíp IS¯n, H¶p NpÁn¨v tXmn,
Fs´ms¡tbm hncenÂ XSªp. ]t£ AXnsâ DÅnse NqSpw \\hpw Fsâ
lrZb¯nsâ Im¼nÂ Xs¶ sImp. B arZpXzw Ct¶ htc Fsâ a\ÊnÂ \n¶pw
t]mbn«nÃ.
" FSm... Is¿Sp¡Sm ...ssatc... \nsâ Hcp tImfpw th... A« thtW Fsâ ]qÁn
tIdnt¡ms«.. \nt¶t¸mse Hcp \mdntb Rm\ntX htc In«nÃ... FSp¡Sm... Ibv...
slsâ Cuizcm... "
G«¯n tZjyw sImpw A]am\w sImpw hnd¨p. Rm\sXm¶pw {i²n¡m³ t]mbnÃ.
hncÂ hens¨Sps¯m¶p aW¯p. \ndanÃm¯ Hcp ]i Fsâ hncenÂ s]mXnªncp¶p.
Hcp hÃm¯ aWw. Ipfn¨n«pw ]qdp IgpIm¯ s]®v. AÃ, Nnet¸mÄ CXv AhcpsS
kmam\¯nse HdnPn\Â aWambncn¡pw, Rm³ kam[m\n¨p. ]t£ AXo aZmekbpsS
aZ\]pjv]]mfnIÄ¡pÅntebmWtÃm Ft¶mÀ¯t¸mÄ AsXmcp amZIKÔambn
Fsâ Kpem\p tXm¶n¡mWpw. Ah³ AÁ³j\mbn apn\pÅnÂ \n¶p kemw
sNbvXp. ]ns¶ CSXp ssI sImv Aåw Np®m¼p tXmn A«bpsS Xeíp ap¼nÂ
XebnÂ tX¨p. cp sk¡ân\pÅnÂ A« Npcpp Xmtgíp hoWp.
" tZ.. t\m¡v ...Fs¶ sXdn ]dªmepw Fsâ tPmen Rm³ sNbvXp..."
At¸mgmWhÀ I®p s]m¯nb Is¿Sp¯v Xmtgíp t\m¡p¶Xv. AhnsS B A«
Npcpp InS¡p¶pmbncp¶p. ]t£ Fsâ I®v At¸mgpw s]mfnªp \nÂ¡p¶ B
ssIX¨¡¸qdnembncp¶p. Ahkm\ambn«v AhnsS sam¯w Rms\m¶p XgpIn.
C\nsbmchkcw In«¯nÃtÃm. s]s«¶v GS¯n Fsâ ssI X«n amÁn. ImÂ Xmtgíp
sh¨p. ]mhmS t\sc hoWp. Rm³ tai¸pd¯p InS¶ amknIbpsS Hcp ISemkv hen¨p
Iodn aS¡n A«tb s]m¯n¸nSns¨Sp¯p. ]ns¶ GS¯nbpsS ImepIfnteíp t\m¡n.
AhnsS IÀ«³ ap«p htc hoWp Ignªncp¶p. ]t£ A« ISn¨nS¯v ]mhmSbnÂ \Ã
tNmc \ndw. ]ns¶ ap«n\p Xmtgív AsXmcp Nph¶ hc t]mse HgpIp¶p. At¸mgmWp
Rmt\mÀ¯Xv, Cu Ip{´mw ISn¨mÂ apdnhnÂ \n¶pw tNmc hmÀ¶psImncn¡pw,
thZ\sbm«nÃ Xm\pw.
Rm\«tb Xmsgbn«p. ]ns¶ NpÁpw t\m¡n. GS¯n Ipfn Ignªv [cn¡m³ thn
FSp¯Xmbncn¡pw Hcp jÍn I«nenÂ Dmbncp\p. Rm\sXSp¯p. s]s«¶p
GS¯nbpsS ]mhmS s]m¡n. Rm³ F´p sN¿m³ t]mWp F¶p GS¯n
Nn´n¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ Ih¨p \n¶ GS¯nbpsS AIw XpSbnÂ A« ISn¨nS¯v B
jÍn AaÀ¯n ]nSn¨p. At¸mtgípw GS¯nbpsS CSXpssI Fsâ IcW¯p "tT" F¶
iÐ¯nÂ hoWp Ignªncp¶p. ImcWw jÍn klnXw XpSínSbnÂ AaÀ¯n
]nSn¨t¸mÄ Fsâ I¿psS ]pdIphiw GS¯nbpsS kmam\¯nsâ ap³`mK v̄
AaÀ¶ncp¶p. Fsâ I¿nÂ B IhbnSp¡nsâ NqSv Adnªncp¶p. ]t£ Rm³
Is¿Sp¯nÃ. XpSbnÂ B jÍn AaÀ¯n ]nSn¨p. Fsâ I®nÂ \n¶pw s]m¶o¨
]d¶p. F\níp \¶mbn thZ\n¨p. Rms\m¶pw annbnÃ. A\§nbnÃ. H¶pw
kw`hn¡m¯ a«nÂ GS¯nbpsS Ibv ]nSn¨v B jÍnbnÂ AaÀ¯n ]nSn¸n¨p. F¶n«v
]dªp.
" Aap¡n¸nSnt¨m.....tNmc \n¡tWÂ C¨nsc kabw ]nSnípw. F¶nt« Cu XpWn
FSp¡mhq..... ]ns¶ C¨nsc tNmc sR¡n Ifªn«v s]m¯n¸nSn¡phmtWÂ apdnhp
]gp¡mXncn¡pw..." hmbpw s]mfn¨v GS¯n XpWn XpSbnÂ AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨v
I«nteíncp¶p.
Rm³ A«sbbpw FSp¯v IXIp Xpd¶p shfnbnend§n. IXIv hen¨S¨p.

G«¯nb½ - -2
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A¶p ]ns¶ Rm³ G«¯nbt½sS I¬ap¼nÂ sN¶tXbnÃ. sshIn«v
D®m\ncn¡pt¼mÄ Ign¨p F¶p hcp¯n Fgpt¶Áp t]mbn. A½ Ft´m tNmZn¨p.
GS¯n H¶pw annbnÃ. Ft¶ t\m¡nbXpanÃ. ]ntÁ Znhkw cmhnte Fgpt¶Áp
t\m¡pt¼mÄ Fsâ het¯ IcWw Aåw hoÀ¯ncp¶p. I®nsâ `mKw hÃmsX
XnWÀ¯ncp¶p. I®mSnbnÂ Rm³ t\m¡n. GS¯nbpsS I¿nte tamXncw
sImXmbncn¡pw.
IeymWw IgnªXnÂ ]ns¶ tN«³ Aåw Xmakn¨p R§sfmcpan¨v Im¸nIpSnsbms¡
Igntª ISbnÂ t]mI¯pÅp. A¶p Im¸n IpSnípt¼mÄ tN«³ Fsâ IcWw Ip.
" At½, CsX´m Chsâ IcW v̄ ]Ántb...?.." Rm³ H¶pw annbnÃ. At¸mgmWp
A½bpw GS¯nbpw {i²n¨Xv. FS¯nbpsS apJw hÃmXmbXp Rm³ Ip. A½ HmSn
h¶p sXm«p t\m¡n. F\n¡p thZ\n¨Xp sImv Rm³ A½bpsS Ibv amÁn.
" F´mSm ]Ántb...?.. At¿m hÃmsX XnWÀ¯p sIS¡p¶tÃm...?.. " Rm³
aqI\mbncp¶p. tN«³ tNmZn¨p.
" hÃS¯pw apJaS¨p hoWp ImWpw AsX§\m.. AS§n \nÂ¡pthm... F¸gpw Hm«hpw
Nmt«matÃ.... hÃ sImgt¼m atÁm FSp¯p Xncp½v..."
" \o hotWmSm.." A½ tNmZn¨p.
" Mqw.. " Rm³ aqfn.
" ]dbSm... hÃ ItÃepw CSnt¨m..."
" hct¼ sX¶n hoWt¸m... Hcp ...ItÃenSn¨Xm... "
" tÈ...At¶cw H¶p Xncp½nbm aXnbmcp¶p.... C\n C¨nsc Fe Ac¨nSmw....C¶te
]dbmªsX´mSm....Hcp t\mt«manÃ sN¡\v..." A½ iImcn¨p. ]ns¶ GS¯ntbmSmbn
tNmZn¨p.
" \o CXv C¶se InÃmcpt¶m tamtf..."
" Mqlpw... Rm³ InÃmcp¶p..." ]dªp sImv GS¯n ]mÂ¡m¸n ]IÀ¶v Fsâ
ap¼nÂ sh¨p. ¥mÊnencp¶ shÅw FSp¯p IpSn¨n«v Rms\gpt¶Áp.
" hmkq«m...s\\¡p Im¸n tht...?..." GS¯n tNmZn¨p. Rm³ adp]Sn ]dªnÃ.
t\tc jÀ«pw FSp¯n«v Iep¦nteíp t]mbn. Iq«pImcpambn Iptd sXn\S¶p. D¨ív
DuWp Ign¡m³ h¶t¸mÄ GS¯n hnf¼nb IdnIsfm¶pw Rm³ sXm«nÃ. AXp I
GS¯n cmaXp tNmdp hnf¼m³ A½tb GÂ¸n¨p. At¸mÄ F\níp a\Ênembn
Fsâ {]Xntj[w AhÀ Adnbp¶ps¶v. t\tc tXm«pIShnteíp t]mbn. ]mS¯p
hoip¶ CfwNqSpÅ ImÁpw sImv XWÂhc¼¯ncp¶p. sNdpa³ Ip«\pw cmP\pw
Nqbpambn \S¡p¶Xp Ip. AhcpsS tImÀ¼enÂ BcI\pw Imcnbpw Hs¡
InS¡p¶p. Ipd¨pt\cw AhcpsS ]pdtI \S¶p. s]®p§Ä XpWns¡«pambn h¶p
XpS§n. H¶pw t\m¡n \nÂ¡m³ tXm¶nbnÃ. hbdp hni¶t¸mÄ hopw ho«nse¯n.
I®mSnbnÂ t\m¡n. \ocv Aåw Ipdªn«pv. F¦nepw Hcp hiw hoÀ¯ncn¡p¶Xv
Adnbmw. sasÃ ASp¡fhmXnÂ¡se¯n.
GS¯n am{Xta ASp¡fbnepÅp. ASp¸nÂ Ft´m Ccníp¶p. s]cp¦pnIfpw XÅn
Ip\nªp \n¶v Ft´m Dm¡p¶p. Hcp Nhn«p sImSp¡m³ tXm¶n BZyw, ]ns¶
tXm¶n, F´n\m... AXp t\m¡n ckn¡mw. lm^vkmcn BWpSp¯ncn¡p¶Xv. Chsc´m
C§s\. H¶pInÂ ]mhmS AsÃ¦nÂ l^vkmcn. IeymWw Ignª s]®p§Ä
kmcnbtÃ DSp¡p¶Xv. B, Fs´¦nepamIs«, Cu ]cph¯nems\¦nÂ F\nípw hÃXpw
Ip shÅand¡mw. AIt¯íp IbdmsX Rm³ hmXnÂ¡Â aSn¨p \n¶p. At¸mÄ
A½ ]pd¯p \n¶pw h¶p tIdn. h¶ ]msS A½ ]dbp¶Xp tI«p.
" KoXtamsf.. C\n \o tXm«nÂ Ipfn¡m³ t]mI... ChnsS Ipfn¨m aXn..."
" F´p ]Ánbt½..."
" tXm«nÂ A« tIdnbt{X... C\n ag \¶mbn«p s]bvsX¦nte AhÁIfp t]mI¯pÅp....
A¸pdt¯ hnemkn\ntb ISn¨p, C¶se sshIn«v..."
" Dthzm... F¶n«v..." GS¯n tNmZníp¶p.
" AXÃ tamtf .. A« ISn¨tX.............." ]ns¶ H¶pw tI«nÃ.
" At¿... AsXs´mc«bm...." GS¯nbpsS hnem]w.
" Cu Ipfb« A§s\ HÅSt¯ ]nSnís¯mÅp...." A½ ]dªp.
" AtÃepw sicnbm.. AhsSsbms¡ A« ISn¨ncp¶m BtcmSm ]dbps¶...
ImÀ¯nb½mbn CÃmcpt¶m AhsS...." GS¯n tNmZn¨p.

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t



" CsÃt¶, Ahfp ]mSs¯q¶p ]iqs\ Agnt¨mp hcm³ t]mbXmcp¶p. B sIm¨p
sh{]mf¯n\p...XpWn Iq«n AXnt\ ]dn¨§p Ifªp. C¸w tZs, AhSw \ocp sh¨p.
At«tS sIm¼p apdnªI¯ncn¡phm... C\n ]gp¯mte AXp sR¡n¡fbm³ ]Áq..
AsÃ¦nÂ Bip]{XoÂ t]mbn IodnsbSp¡Ww...."
" Fâoizcm..." GS¯nbpsS hnem]w hopw.
F\níp hfsc hnjaw tXm¶n. hntÃ¨ntb F\níp hfsc CãamWv. kpµcnbsÃ¦nepw
hncq]bÃ. Ft¶ henb ImcyamWv. Bgv¨¸Xn¸p hm§m³ Fs¶bmtWÂ¸n¡pI.
ssS¸pw Ignªv IeymWw Ign¡m³ Xbmdmbn \nÂ¡p¶p. BtemN\IÄ
h¶psImncníp¶p. F\n¡nãw AXp sImÃ. tXm«pIShnÂ Ft¶ kzta[bm
Fs´¦nepw ImWn¨p Xcp¶Xv hntÃ¨n am{Xta DÅp. apeIfpsS apIÄIq«n DSp¡p¶
tXmÀ¯v Iãn¨v Acíp Xmsg hsctb F¯pIbpÅp. H¶p ap§ns¸m§pt¼mÄ AXv
B apt¡mW¯nÂ H«nbncnípw ]ns¶ AXp hen¨v t\scbn«mepw XpSIÄ \¶mbn
ImWmw. anXamb h®apÅ Xnf§p¶ XpSIÄ. tkm¸p tXím³ \nÂ¡p¶nS¯p
IW¦mÂ hsctb shÅapÅp. apeIfnÂ tkm¸p tXím³ tXmÀ¯v AI¯n¸nSn¨mWp.
At¸mÄ ImÂ tXm¶pw ]¨¸mhw. Aåw Ignbpt¼mÄ tXmÀ¯p apeIÄ¡p Xmsg
sh¨pSp¡pw B sIm¨papeIÄ \ndsb tkm¸p ]Xbmbncnípw F¦nepw ]Xíp
apIfnepw B IqÀ¯ apesR«pIÄ Iq¼n \nÂ¡pw. t]«ptX§mbpsS sIm¨p
Nnc«t]mse sNdnb apeIÄ ]t£ \Ã BIrXnsbm¯h. \Ã shÅ\ndhpw.
C\nsbm¶p shÅ¯nend§n ap§pw. tIdn hcpw, ]ns¶bmWp Xmtgíp tkm¸p tXíÂ.
Fsâ lrZbanSn¸nsâ thKX ]ns¶bpw IqSpw. tXmÀ¯p cp hit¯ípw hIªp
amÁn \Ã shfp¯ \ndapÅ XpSIfnÂ, Hcp ImÂ Ae¡pIÃnteív s]m¡n sh¨v Fs¶
ImWn¡m³ thn am{Xw an\n«pItfmfw tN¨n tkm¸p tXípw. Rm³
ImWp¶ps¶dnbpt¼mÄ B apJs¯mcp IÅ¨ncn hncnbpw. ]ns¶ IbvIÄ amdn amdn
Hmtcm hit¯ípw tXmÀ¯p amÁn Imen¶nSbnte B Ccp«pOmbbnÂ AhÀ tkm¸p
]X¸nípw. A[nIw s]®p§fnsÃ¦nÂ AhÀ IhíSnbnÂ ASnbnÂ \n¶pw apIfnteíp
B hnShnepw tkm¸p ]X¸n¨p ImWnípw. ]XbpsS shfp¸pw {XntImWap¡nte
tcma§fpsS Idp¸pw CSIeÀ¶ Hcp Imgv¨, C¶pw Fsâ I×p¶nÂ \n¶pw t]mbn«nÃ.
a\ÊnÂ kvYncambn ]Xnª Nne Nn{X§Ä. hntÃ¨nbpsS Ipfn IgnªmÂ ]ns¶
henb ckanÃ. Icíp Ibdn\n¶p XpWn amdpt¼mgpw Ft¶mSp henb IcpW Im«pw.
{_m CSpt¼mÄ F\níp ]pdwXncnªp \nÂ¡psa¦nepw lp¡nSp¶Xpw ap³hiw
s]m¡n B sh¬apeIÄ aqSp¶Xpw Ft¶ ImWn¨pXs¶. Idp¯ B sR«pIÄ
hyàambn Rm³ ]e {]mhiyw In«pv. Xeíp apIfnÂ IqSn ]mhmS CSpt¼mÄ
AXp ap³hiw adbp¶Xn\p ap¼v tXmÀ¯p ]dn¨p XmsgbnSpw, F\níp thn.
F¶n«Xp hÀ¯am\w ]dªp \nÂ¡p¶ `mh¯nÂ sh¨p Xmakn¸nípw. AXp
ImWp¶ Rm³ Ibnenapnsâ ASnbnÂ \S¡p¶ sh{]mfhpw kachpw HXp¡m³
thn Aht\ XpSínSbnteíaÀ¯n shíp¶Xp Nnet¸mÄ AhÀ ImWpw. At¸mfm
apJt¯ Hfn¨pÅ ]p©ncn H¶p ImtWXp Xs¶bm. B XpSap¡nte Idp¸p ]¯p
sk¡âp Ip Ignbpt¼mtgípw Fsâ Kpem³ XÃpsImÅm³ Xbmdmbncnípw.
\SphnepÅ hc¼nteíp Ibdp¶Xn\p ap¼v Fs¶ Xncnsªm¶p t\m¡n sNdnb Hcp
]p©ncn, sIm¨p IÅm, IXp aXnbmbnÃ AtÃ, F¦nÂ \msfhm ImWn¨p Xcmw,
F¶ AÀ°¯nÂ, sNdpXmbn«p Xebm«p¶ptm F¶p kwibw.
A§s\bpÅ Fsâ hnemkn\n tN¨nbpsS ]dbm³ h¿m¯ FhnsStbm A«
ISn¨ncn¡p¶p. AhnSw \in¸n¨p. GXmbmepw tN¨nsb H¶p ImWWw. ]mhw tN¨n.
Rm³ ASp¡fbnteíp IS¶p. Fs¶ IbpSt\ A½ GS¯ntbmSp tNmZn¨p.
" Cs¶¶XmSo tamtf.. \o Hm¡ntb..."
" N¡cbSbm... hmkq«sâ {]nbs¸« ]elmcatÃ....CXs§Sp¯p sImSp¡v.... " GS¯n
]dªp. F\n¡p {]nbs¸« N¡cbS CXÃ, N¡tcsS \nd¯nÂ \nsâ Imens¶tS
aS¡nsh¨ncn¡p¶Xm F\níp {]nbs¸« AS, AXmcps¶¦nÂ N¡cbnÃmsX Xs¶
Rm³ \¡n¯nt¶t\ F¶v a\ÊnÂ. ]dªp.
A½ Hsc®w CebnÂ \n¶pw s]mfn¨v s¹bnÁnÂ sh¨p. Aåw ASÀ¯nsbSp¯v cpNn
t\m¡n.
" GS¯nb½ív A\nbsâ cpNn Adnbmw... C¶mSm.. \Ã ]Ìv AS.... \o CsXms¡ F¸w
]Sns¨Sps¯So...tamtf..." A½ acptamsf {]iwkn¨p.
" ho«nÂ shdptX \n¶¸w ]co£n¨p t\m¡nbXm...sImÅmtam At½..."
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" sImÅmw.. B N¡c¡p a[pcw sImdhm..." A½ ]dªp.
Rm³ s]s«¶v Hsc®w XoÀ¯p. \Ã hni¸pmbncp¶p. Xs¶bpaÃ ASíp \Ã
cpNnbpw.
" H¶qsS ASnt¨mSm... " AXpw ]dªv A½ Im¸n Hgním\mbn Xncnªp.
" Mqw..." Rm³ aqfn Im¯ncp¶p. GS¯n HcSsbSp¯v Fsâ s¹bvÁnÂ sh¨p. Rm³
sXm«nÃ. ]Icw A½ sImph¶p sh¨ Im¸n FSp¯p sImv Fgpt¶Áp.
GS¯nbpsS apJw s]s«¶ncpfp¶Xp Rm³ InsÃ¶p \Sn¨p. A½ Ffníp I¿pw
sImSp¯p t\m¡n \n¶p.
" s\\¡p aXnbmtbm... lpw, BÀ¯n I¸w tXm¶n... A©msd®w
AI¯m¡psa¶v..... "
A½ Fs¶ t\m¡n ]dªp. Rm³ ASp¯ apdnbpsS hmXnenÂ Nmcn \n¶v Im¸n
DuXnbqXn IpSn¨p. s]s«¶v XpWn Debp¶ iÐw ]pdInÂ tI«p. Rm³ Xncnªp
t\m¡n. GS¯n lm^vkmcnbpsS AÁhpw hmbnÂ XncpIn apdnbntetímSp¶p. AI¯p
Ibdn IpÁnbn«p. ]pdtI A½bpw.
" hmkq«m... KoXsb´ntbSm....\n¶ \nÂ¸n...samtJmw s]m¯ns¡mnt§m«v"
Rm³ GS¯nbpsS apdn Nqn¡mWn¨p. A½ IXIp XÅn t\m¡n. ]ns¶ X«n hnfn¨p.
" KoX tamtf F¶m ]ÁoXv... hmXÂ sXmdt¶... sÈ¶mepw... Cu s]®v...." A½ cp
X«p IqSn X«nbn«v Xncn¨v ASp¡fbnseíp t]mbn. A©p\nanjw Ignªt¸mÄ hmXnÂ
Xpd¡p¶ iÐhpw ]mhmS Deªv ASp¡fbnteíp t]mIp¶ iÐhpw tI«p.
" tM... CsX´mSo.. \nsâ samJw hÃmsXbncn¡pt¶... Ictªm... " A½ tNmZn¡p¶p.
" CÃ... ASp¸o¶v .. GXmp sXdn¨p hoW t]mse tXm¶n..."
" AXns\´n\m \o apdotet¡mSntb... C¨nsc shÅsaSp v̄ IgpInbm t]mcmcpt¶m...
CXp \Ã Iq v̄... ImWnt¨... Rms\m¶v DuXmw.. hÃ IcSpamtWÂ s]mtímfpw..."
]ns¶ A½ DuXp¶ iÐw tI«p.
" C¸tgm..."
" Mm...s]msb¶m tXm¶pt¶..." GS¯n ]dªp. F\níp a\Ênembn, I®neÃ
a\ÊnemWp IcSp hoWncn¡p¶sX¶v. Fsâ XnckvIcWw Ahtc hÃmsX
Deíp¶pmhWw... C\n a\Êp ]mhamtWm...F\nsímcp ktµlw... GXmbmepw Rm³
t\m¡pt¶bnÃ. ]ns¶ ImWmw.
Rm³ HmSn thenbcnInÂ sN¶p hnfn¨p. R§fpsS ASp¡fbnÂ \n¶pw henb ZqcanÃ
AhcpsS AXncnteív.
" hntÃ¨o...hntÃ¨o....."
" F´m hmkp¡p«m...?.." Cd§n h¶Xv hntÃ¨osS A½.
" hntÃ¨n F´ntb..?." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Ah¡p \Ã kpJansÃSm...Imteset´m apÅp sImst¶m....."
" F¶m Rm\§p hcmw..." Rm³ then NmSn¡S¶v apÁs¯¯nbt¸mtgípw hnemkn\n
apS´n apS´n Xn®bnteíp h¶p.
" F´n\m hmkp¡p«³ hnfnt¨...?.." tN¨n tNmZn¨p.
" hntÃ¨nív Ft´m ]Ánsb¶p A½ ]dbp¶Xp tI«p... AtXmv h¶Xm..."
" At¿.... A½ CsXÃmtcmSpw ]dªp \S¡phmtWm...." tN¨n A½bpsS t\À¡p
X«nt¡dn.
" Ahcp \½¡\ycmtWm tamtf... " F¶pw ]dªv AhÀ AIt¯íp t]mbn.
" F´p ]Án tN¨o....?.." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Imtesemcp apÅp sImXm... AXp ]gp¯q¶m tXm¶tW...."
" At«sS apÅmhp¼w ]gp¡m³ km²yX IqSpXem...." Rm³ F§pw sXmSmsX Hcp
Im¨p Im¨n.
" F´«...t]mSm AhnSp¶v... ?..." hntÃ¨nbpsS apJ¯v hÃm¯ Hcp PmfyX. Rm³
hmÀ¯ tI« kvYnXnív ISn¨ kvYehpw Adnªp ImWpw F¶v tN¨níp XoÀ¨bmbn
" Fsâ tN¨o... Ft¶mSp ]dªm t]mcmcpt¶m.... \Ã thZ\sbmtm...C¸w....?.."
" thZ\bnÃ... tÈym... \mWt¡Smbn...FSm.. hmkp¡p«m... tam\nXmtcmSpw ]dbÃv
tIt«mSm...."
" Fsâ tN¨o... hntÃ¨osS ImcymbXpsImv Rms\mcp Ipªnt\mSpw ]db¯nÃ.....
F\níp A{Xíp Imcym...hntÃ¨ntb...."
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" Mqw...Mqw.. F\n¡dnbmw.... sIm¨pIÅm... A¸tg.. \nt¶ C¸w tXm«pIShnÂ
ImWp¶nÃtÃm... NqbnSoep \nÀ¯ntbm....?.."
" Rm\n¸w h¶ntÃepw tN¨ns¡´m..."
" Hm, Np½m Hcp ckw... ..."
" F¦n¸ns¶ B ckw... \½¡p ho«nembmse´m...?..." Rm³ Hcp Nqsbdnªp,
shdptX.
" t]mSm... s\\¡v shf¨nen¯ncn IqSps¶mv..."
At¸mÄ then¡cnInÂ \n¶pw GS¯osS hnfn tI«p.
" hnemkn\o..."
" Hm, XmSI hnfníp¶p. Cu Hcp km[\w ImcWm tN¨o..Rm³ NqbnSoep
\nÀ¯ntb...."
" A¸w \nsâ GS¯n anSp¡nbm... \ns¶ hc¨ htcep \nÀ¯pw AtÃ... lmhq...."
Xn®bnÂ \n¶pw apÁt¯ív ImepIp¯nb tN¨n thZ\ sImp hnfn¨p t]mbn. Rm³
NmSn Xm§n. Fsâ NpaenÂ ]nSn¨psImv tN¨n ]Xps¡ \Sbnd§n. At¸mÄ
tN¨nbpsS Hcp Ipªpape Fsâ Ibv¯bnsem¶pcªp. Hcp amÀ±hw, Hcp kpJw,
F\níp tXm¶n.
" Zm hcp¶p KotX...." hnemkn\n hnfn¨p]dªpsImv Fsâ NpaenÂ Xm§n
then¡cnInteíp \S¶p. At¸mÄ B Ipªpape hopw Fsâ NpaenÂ hn«p
hn«pckn. Rm³ tN¨ntb tNÀ¯p ]nSn¨p. thZ\ AhÀ¡pw, kpJw F\nípw. \S¡p¶
hgn Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" \Ã kvYm\¯m ISn¨Xv AtÃ..."
" CXmcm \nt¶mSp ]dtª...."
" BcpamIs«..... A¸tg sImd¨p Np®m¼p tX¨ncps¶¦n.. Hcp {]iv\hpw IqSmsX
Bim³ ISn hnt«t\..."
" FtâSm... \mWt¡Spw sh{]mtfmw Bbnt¸msbSm... At¶cw Rm\tXmÀ¯nÃ. Fs¶
CXmZyam...."
" kmcanÃ... sImd¨p ]¨aªfpw sXmfkow IqSn Ac¨n«m aXn... \ocp sImdªn«p
]gp¯p s]m«n s]mtímfpw. thtWm¦n At¶cw H¶p sR¡n¡fªm aXn.
_p²naps«ms¦n... Rm³ sR¡n¨mSn¨p Xcmw....CsÃ¦n apÅm\ncníp¼w `b¦c
thZ\bmcnípw.... " Rm³ Fsâ A«hnPvRm\w hnf¼n...."
" A¿Sm... Ahsâ Hcp ]qXn...tUmÎdpsS B AXntamlw A§p a\Ênencp¶m aXn
tIt«m...." tN¨n Fsâ Xeín«p Ingp¡n.
" At«sS sIm¼p t]msW¦n aXn...F\ns¡¶m...." Rm³ ]dªp. At¸mtgípw R§Ä
sRmn sRmn thenícnInÂ F¯nbncp¶p.
GS¯n A¸pd v̄ \nÂ¸pmbncp¶p. Rm³ tN¨ntb hn«n«v Ipd¨p Zqsc amdn \n¶p.
Hcp sN¼c¯n¸q ]dn¨v AXnsâ Nph¶ Zf§Ä ]dn¨v DuXn sRm«hn«p ckn¨psImv
\n¶p. s]®p§Ä cpt]cpw Ft´m Imcyw ]dªv Nncn¡epw clkyw]d¨nepw.
F\n¡p thsdm¶mbncp\p hnjbw, IhsítS \ocp sh¨ncn¡p¶ hntÃ¨n IqSpXÂ
t\cw \n¶mÂ \ocpw IqSpw thZ\bpw IqSpw. H¶pantÃepw ImWm³ In«m¯Xv
s]®nsâ clky`mK§Ä hÃt¸mgpw ImWn¨p Xcp¶Xv tN¨nbm. hÀ¯am\w
\nÀ¯p¶nsÃ¶p It¸mÄ Rm³ ASp¯p sN¶p. ]ns¶ tN¨ntb t\m¡n ]dªp.
" IqSpXep t\cw \n¶m... thZ\ IqSt¯sbmÅp......"
" F¶m Rm³ t]mbn sIS¡s« KosX...."
" tlm... sImtd At¸m¯n¡ncnamcv Fd§os«mv.... " GS¯n apJw I\¸n¨v
BtcmsS¶nÃmsX ]dªp.
" AÃ hntÃ¨o... A¶v thsdbmtcw A« ISn¨ntÃ.... ?..."
CXp tNmZn¨n«v Rm³ GS¯ntb H¶p ]mfn t\m¡n. AhcpsS apJw Ccpp. Rm³ IY
shfn¨¯m¡m³ t]mIp¶p F¶p tXm¶n¡mWpw.
" amfpa®m¯ntbw.... ISn¨q¶m A½ ]dsª... C\n Rm\nÃ tXm«nteív.... C¶se
c£s]«Xv KoX am{Xam... " hnemkn\n ]dªp. GS¯n ]I¨p \nÂ¡p¶p. ISn¨p F¶p
]dªm ]ns¶ _m¡n \S¶Xp apgph\pw ]dtbn hcpw.
" Mqw..Mqw..." Rm³ AIse t\m¡ns¡mv H¶ncp¯n aqfn.
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" AÃm... hmkp¡p«sâ sN¶nsb´m hoÀ¯ncn¡pt¶... At¿m... \Ã \oscmtÃm...."
tN¨n Fsâ IhnfnÂ XtemSns¡mp tNmZn¨p. lmbv. Fs´mcp kpJw B
XtemSen¶v. GS¯n Fs¶ t\m¡n.
" B, \n§tf A«ISn¨¸w... F\nípw In«n ... H¶p hoWp... ItÃenSn¨Xm... "
" F¶mepw hmkp¡p«m... Cu hogv¨ ISp¸mbnt¸mbn tIt«m... KoX t\m¡ntí....."
kq£ns¨ms¡ \S¡t...tamt\..." tN¨nbpsS kvt\lw IhnsªmgpIn.
" Mm... \½¡nsXms¡tb ]dªns«mÅq Fsâ hntÃ¨o..." Rm³ H¶p s\SphoÀ¸n«p.
" F¶m Rm\t§m«p sNÃs« hnemkn\o....." GS¯n Xncnªp \S¶p. Rm³ hopw
hntÃ¨nbpsS Is¿Sp v̄ Fsâ tXmf¯n«p.
" thsSm... Rm³ \St¶mfmw..."
" At¿m... AXp th... Imte _ew sImSp¯m \ocp IqSpw..." Rm³ \nÀ_Ôn¨v
_eambn tN¨nbpsS I£w Fsâ NpaenÂ sh¨p. ]ns¶ ]Xps¡ \S¶p. Blm..
F´p ckw, C¯hW Hcp ape Fsâ tXmfnÂ. s]®nsâ apebpsS amÀ±hw lmbv F{X
kpJw. t]«p apebmsW¦nepw sNdp¸¡mcns¸®p§fpsS ape ape Xs¶. Xn®bpsS
\Sbnse¯p¶Xphtc Rm\m kpJw A\p`hn¨p. Rm³ Aåw iàn Iq«n¯s¶ Fsâ
NpaÂ XÅnbncp¶p. tN¨n¡Xp a\Ênembn. Xn®bnÂ Ccnípt¼mÄ tN¨n ]dªp.
" hmkp¡p«m... Rm\dnªnsÃ¶p IcpXmt«m...s\\¡n¨nsc Ff¡w sXmS§osSmv...
\o A{Xbt§m«a¡osÃ¦nepw Rm³ \St¶t\... sIm¨p IÅm..."
tN¨nbpsS apJt¯ B IpkrXn¨ncn Fsâ BßmhnÂ C¡nfn¸q¡Ä XqIn. Rm\pw
IqSn tN¨nbpsS IqsS Xn®bnencp¶p.
" \o Cu h¿m¯ Imepw hent¨ms´n\mSo \S¡pt¶... HcnS¯p Ip¯nbncp\p
IqtS..." sImXp¼pw I¿nÂ ASp¡n h¶ tN¨nbpsS A½ tNmZn¨p.
" A{]t¯ KoX hnfnt¨mm t]mtb...." tN¨n Fgpt¶Áp. A½ AI¯p
tIdnsb¶pd¸mbt¸mÄ Rm³ tN¨nbpsS sNhnbnÂ ]dªp.
" tN¨ow IÅnbm... Aa¡v IqSpXemcps¶¦n... Ft´ ]dªnÃ... tN¨nípw... \Ã
kpJmcp¶p... CtÃ...?.." Rm³ tN¨ntb sImª\w ImWn¨p.
" t^mSm... Akt¯.... \ns¶ Rm³....... lmhq....." Fs¶ XÃm³ apt¶m«mª tN¨n
hopw \nehnfn¨p.
" Rmw t]mWp... \oscf¡tÃ..."
hnfn¨p ]dªp sImv Rm³ then NmSn A¸pds¯¯nbt¸mÄ ASp¡fhmXnenÂ
CsXms¡ Ip sImp \nÂ¡p¶ GS¯n. Rm³ ImWm¯ a«nÂ ap³hmXnenÂ IqSn
AIt¯íp Ibdn.
At¸mÄ kqcy³ sN©mbw ]qin AkvXan¡m³ XpS§nbncp¶p.
A¶v cm{Xn F\n¡¯mgw hnf¼m³ GS¯n h¶nÃ. XethZ\bmsW¶p ]dªv
apdnbnencp¶p. ]ntÁ¶p cmhnte FÃmcpw Im¸n IpSn Ignªp t]mbt¸mÂ Rm³
ASp¡fbnÂ Ibdn Xs¶¯m³ tZmibpw N½´nbpw FSp¯p Ign¨p, Xncnªp
t\m¡pt¼mÄ hmXnÂ¡Â t\m¡n \nÂ¡p¶ GS¯n. Rm³ I `mhw \Sn¨nÃ.
D¨¡v DuWp hnf¼nbt¸mÄ GS¯n Fsâ ]m{X¯nÂ H¶pw hnf¼nbnÃ. ASp¸nÂ
Ft´m XncpIn Xncnªp \n¶p. A½ F\níp hnf¼n¯¶p. ]ns¶ GS¯ntbmSp
]dªp.
" KoXtamtf, Rm\m ]iqs\ H¶gn¨p sI«o«p hcs«. \o Ah\p htÃmw thtWÂ
FSp¯psImSv..." A½ ]d¼nteínd§n. Rm³ I¿pw IgpIn Fsâ apdnbnteíp
IS¡ms\mcp§pt¼mÄ GS¯n hnfn¨p.
" hmkq«m..."
Rm³ H¶p \n¶p, ]t£ Xncnªp t\m¡nbnÃ.
" Um... hmkq«m... H¶p \nt¶..."
Rm³ \n¶nÃ. Ibnenappw aS¡n¡p¯n Fsâ apdnbnteíp Xncnªp. hopw
GS¯nbpsS Dd¨ iÐw.
" Um... \nsÃSm AhnsS..." Rm³ H¶p Xncnªp t\m¡n. ]ns¶ \S¶v Fsâ apdnbpsS
hmXnÂ¡se¯n At¸mtgípw GS¯n Fsâ ASps¯¯n Ignªncp¶p. apdnbnteíp
Xncnª Fsâ sNhnbnÂ AhÀ ]nSp¯an«p.
" hmSm.. ChnsS... C¶p cnsem¶dnªnt« DÅp.... \Ss¡Sm..."
GS¯n Fsâ sNhnbnÂ ]nSn¨phen¨p sImv AhcpsS apdnbnteíp Ibdn. Hcp sXmgn
sImSp¡Wsa¶pmbncp¶p. {]XymLmX§Ä a\ÊnÂ HmSnsb¯nbt¸mÄ
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A\pkcn¨p. Fs¶ hen¨v AhcpsS apdnbnÂ I«nenÂ sImncp¯n. F¶n«v hmXnÂ
AS¨v km£mbn«p.

G«¯nb½ - -3

Rm³ \net¯íp t\m¡nbncp¶p. Fsâ cp tXmfnepw ]nSn¨p Ipep¡ns¡mv AhÀ
tNmZn¨p.
" FSm.. F´m \nsâ `mhw ? \o Bcm¶m \nsâ hnNmcw..?.."
B apJ¯v sImSnsI«nb tZjyambncp¶p. Fsâ tXmfnÂ ]nSn¨p Ipep¡pt¼mÄ
Ip\nªp \n¶ AhcpsS apeIfpw Ipep§n. Rm³ annbnÃ. GdpI®n«v B apeIÄ
Ipep§p¶Xpw Iv ckn¨ncp¶p.
" Fsâ It¿se´mSm IpjvTw Hsm....Fsâ IbvsImp Xcp¶Xv \o Xn¶mXncp¶m
F\ns¡mcp Np¡panÃm. Adnbmthm...?.. shi¡p¶Xv \n\¡mbncn¡q¶p
am{Xw....\n\s¡ms¡ Hcp hnNmcsamv \o Ft¶mSp kacw sNbvXm Pbn¡psa¶v...
CsÃSm.. CÃ.. Rms\sâ ]m«n\p t]mIpw.... ChnsS sI«nt¡mp hs¶¶psh¨v
Rms\mcp ]o¡ncotSw ASnabmIms\m¶pw t]mIp¶nÃ....lpw... " HÁ izmk¯nÂ
C{Xbpw ]dªn«v AhÀ H¶p t\sc \n¶p. F§paÃmsX t\m¡nbncn¡p¶ Fsâ
apJt¯íp H¶p t\m¡nbn«v. AhÀ tai¸pd¯v Iq«nbn«ncp¶ Ae¡nbpW§nb
XpWnIÄ Hmtcm¶mbn aS¡m³ XpS§n. cp \nanjt¯ \niÐXíp tijw AhÀ
im´kzc¯nÂ XpSÀ¶p.
" \nt¶ H¶p XÃnsb¶p sh¨v... Ct{Xw H¶pw ]nWt§ ImcyanÃ... H¶pantÃepw
Rm³ \nsâ GS¯nb½btÃ... B Ft¶mSp A¶v \osb´m ImWn¨Xv...
s]md¯mtcmsS¦nepw ]dªm.. AXpw \nsâ AOt\mtSm tN«t\msSm ]dªm Ahcv
\ns¶ XÃn kq¸m¡ntbt\... \mWwsI« ImcymbXpsImv Rm\mtcmSpw ]dªnÃ...
atÁsX¦nepw... A\nb³ ImWn¡p¶XmtWmSm \o sNbvXXv... Fsâ AhsS... In«nb
X¡¯n\p \o I¿n«p shcIotÃ... B kab¯v thdmsc¦nepamcps¶¦nÂ \ns¶
sImt¶t\... Rms\m¶p XÃnbXtÃ DÅp... IãIme¯n\m tamXncw samJ¯p
sImp... F\níp shjaansÃ¶m \o hnNmcnt¨...?.... \ns¶ Rms\sâ k\Â
tamt\t¸msebm hnNmcnt¨..."
B kzcw {ItaW Ic¨nenteíp hgpXn hogpIbmbncp¶p. A©mdpsImÃw ap¼p
]pds¸«pt]mb k\Â F¶ B§ftb¡pdn¨v ]dªt¸mÄ AhcpsS k¦Sw
IqSpIbmbncp¶p. aS¡nb Hcp XpWnsImv AhÀ I®oscm¸p¶Xp Ip. I®ocp
It¸mÄ Fsâ a\Ênepw Hcnf¡w, sO, thmbncp¶p. Xs¶¯m³ t]m{In¯cw
ImWn¨n«v, AhcmtcmSpw ]dªnÃtÃm. AXp Rm\mtemNn¨nÃ.
" \osbms¡ ChnSptÃm Ft¶mÀ¯m Rm³ Cu ]«n¡m«nÂ h¶p \n¡pt¶....
s\\¡pw Fs¶ Ip IqSmsb¦nÂ Rms\sâ AOtâw At½tSw IqsS t]mbn
\nt¶mfmw... AsÃ¦nÂ ]ns¶ ]ns¶ A\nbt\w s]W¡nbXv acptamfptS
sImWhXnbmcam¶v F´n\m BfpItfs¡mp ]dbn¡pt¶...?.. Ahkm\w IpÁw
Fsâ Xte hcpw... A\nb³ Ft¶mSv C§s\ sNbvXq¶p ]dªm Bcpw
hnizkn¡nÃ. Btfmfp ]tdw \o Imepw Ih¨p \n¶p sImSp¯n«tÃ¶v... "
AhÀ Xncnªp \n¶v hopw I®pXpS¨p. F\níp hnjaw tXm¶n. Rm\mWp
IpÁ¡mc³. F¶n«pw AhtcmSv shdptX... F¶mepw Chcn{X ]mhamsW¶mcp Ip.
" \nt¶mSnt{Xw ]dbWwt¶ F\ns¡mmcps¶mÅp... s]mtím... CsÃ¦nÂ Rm³
\ns¶ D]{Zhn¡pImsW¶p hcpw.. " GS¯n km£msbSp¯p. Rms\gpt¶Áp.
Ipd¨pt\cw ]cp§n\n¶p. ]ns¶ ]Xps¡ ]dªp.
" F\nív GS¯yt½mSp tZjysam¶qÃ... ]ns¶... XÃnb¸w shjaw tXm¶n... "
" F§s\ XÃmXncnípw... F§s\sb¦nepw B s]mÃm¸nt\ FSp¯p Ifbp¶Xn\p
]Icw.. \o At¶c¸w F´m sNbvtX.....?... Fsâ hÃm¯nSs¡ms¡ ]nSníptIw
I¿nSptIw Hs¡ AÃmcpt¶m... "
" AXt¶cw F\nív... ImWm¯Xp I¸w.. A§s\ tXm¶nt¸mbXm... "
" AXÃ... \n\¡p C¨nsc I¶¯cw IqSpXepv... s\\¡dntbm... Rms\´n\m
\nt¶mSp tXm«pIShnÂ t]mIm\p ]dªXv.. ? B Ae¡pImcow aÁp
s]®p§fpsams¡ \nt¶ hmbnt\m¡o¶pw, sNcp¡³ Ig¸ptIdn \S¡pIm¶pw Hs¡
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]dªp Nncníp¶Xv tI«¸w F\níp kln¨nÃ, Adntbm.... Fsâ A\nbt\¸Ánbm
C§s\ ]dbp¶sX¦ntem¶p Nn´n¨¸w... \nt¶msS\n¡v Acniw tXm¶o«m...
AtXmm... \o \nsâ Cãw t]mse t]mIptIm hmbnt\m¡ptIm sNbvtXm.. Rm³
XSbms\m¶pw hcWnÃ...."
Rm³ Aåt\cw AhnsS \n¶p. AhÀ XpWn aS¡ns¡mncp¶p. C\n cmPnbmtb¡mw.
AhÀ \Ã kv{XobtÃ.. ]t£ F§s\ am¸p ]dbpw.
" GS¯nb½ív..... Ft¶mSv... shjtam... tZtjym.. Htm...." tNmZn¨t¸mÄ Fsâ kzcw
CSdntbm Fs¶mcp kwibw.
hnizmkw hcm¯t]mse AhÀ Fs¶ Xncnªp t\m¡n. ]ns¶ sasÃ Fsâ ASp¯p
h¶p. Fsâ apSnbnÂ XShns¡mp ]dªp.
" \osbsâ k\Â tam\m... \nt¶msS\nív tZjys¸Sm³ ]Á¯nÃ.... \o \Ã
Ip«nbmIWw.. s]®p§sS Ipfn¡Shnsems¡ hmbnt\m¡m³ t]mIp¶Xv sicnbÃ...
Ah[nbmbXpsImv.. s\\¡v t\ct¼m¡nÃ... AXm sImg¸w... \o ho«n \n¶v Ft¶w
A½tbsams¡ klmbn¡v... \½¡v \Ã ckmbncnípw..." F¶n«hsct¶ AhcpsS
hit¯íp tNÀ¯p \nÀ¯n. At¸mÄ Fsâ tXmfnÂ ]nSn¨ncp¶ AhcpsS I¿psS
I£¯nÂ \n¶pw Hcp KÔw, IqSmsX Fsâ aq¡pw Nppw AhcpsS Hcp apesím¸w
ASp¯v. F\ní§p hÃmXmbn. Imen¶nSbnÂ Hc\¡w. AdnbmsX AhcpsS \nXw_w
tNÀ¯v Rm³ Hcp IbvNpÁn. B h³IpnIÄ¡p apIfnÂ Fsâ Ibv¯v hn{ian¨p.
AsXmcp kpJambncp¶p. Rm³ ]dªp.
" Fs¶........ k\Â tam\mbn«p IcpX... F\n¡Xv...."
" F´m \n\¡nãatÃ..?.." GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" Cãm... F¶mepw AXp th..."
" ]nt¶..."
" Fs¶ hmkp¡p«\mbn«p IcpXnbm aXn...." Rm³ B I£¯nteíp apJw H¶pIqSn
ASp¸n¨psImp ]dªp. Hcp {]tXyI hnbÀ¸paWw... AXnsâ DdhnSw HmÀ¯t¸mÄ
DÅnÂ Hcp kpJw.
" F¶psh¨m, s\\s¡sâ B§fbmIm³ ]ÁnÃm... ]ns¶.. BcmIm\m \o
t\m¡pt¶...?.."
" AsX\n¡dnb¯nÃ... "
" \nsâ a\Ênencn¸v sXmd¶p ]dtª... " Rm³ B I¿nÂ \n¶pw amdn, hmXnÂ¡teíp
\S¶p. IXIp Xpd¶psh¨p.
" F\nív GS¯ntb... Ft´m Hcnãm... "
" AsX´nãmSm.... " tNmZn¨psImv AhÀ Fsâ ASpt¯íp h¶n«p ]dªp. " tamt\
AX{X icnbÃ tIt«m..."
" GS¯n Ft¶mSn\nsbm¶pw ]db ... "
" Mqw....?....M..M..M, AXp sImÅmw.....aoi t]mepw h¶nÃtÃmSm... At¸mtgípw
GS¯ntbmSp t{]aw .. AXtÃ... \nsâ DÅnÂ... Cu {]mb¯nesXms¡ tXm¶pw... Mm,
Fs¶ ]dªm aXn... ImWn¡m³ ]mSnÃm¯sXms¡ sXmd¶p
ImWn¨psImSp¯pt]mbn... ]ns¶tb...... AsXms¡ A§p ad¶p Iftªív... tIt«m..."
Rm³ hmXnÂ Xpd¶v ]pd¯nd§n. Xncnªp \n¶n«p ]dªp.
" GS¯n B sNhnsbm¶p Im«ntb... Hcp kzImcyw ]dbm\m..." Rm³ ]dªp. AhÀ
apJw Ip\n¨p. Rm³ B sNhnbnteíp ]dªp.
" A¡Xpw sXm«Xpw ]nSn¨Xpw H¶pw Hcp Ime¯pw ad¡m³ ]Á¯nsÃsâ
KoX¡p«o....."
" Mvtl..." Ahscm¶p sR«n. ]ns¶ XÃm³ It¿m§n. " \ns¶ Rm³.....". At¸mtgípw
Rmt\mSn ]pd¯nd§n.
A¶p kÔyív GS¯nbmWp F\nív tNmdp hnf¼n X¶Xv. AO\pw tN«\pw
hcpt¼mtgípw Aåw hd¸pw s]mcn¸pw ImWpw. F\nísXm¶pw CsÃ¦nepw Ipg¸anÃ.
Rm³ D®p¶Xpw t\m¡n AhÀ `n¯nbnÂ Nmcn \n¶p. Fs¶ Nqn¡mWn¨p sImv
A½tb hnfn¨p.
" At½... \½sS hmkq«³ C¯ncn hfÀ¶ t]mse CtÃ..?.." Rm³ kmIqXw Ahtc
t\m¡n.
" ]ns¶... Ah³ hfÀt¶mncn¡btÃ... " A½ k½Xn¨p.
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" A¸w C\nsbmcp IeymWw IqSnbmbmÂ IpimÂ... AtÃ hmkq«m... " GS¯n
Ft¶msSmcp IpkrXnt¨mZyw. Fs¶ Ifnbm¡m\msWs¶\níp a\Ênembn.
" Imew amdnbXpsImm... tamtf... Fs¶ ChâO³ sI«p¼w At§cv Cht\¡mÄ
C¯ncn IqSntb Hmcps¶mÅp. Hcp s]mSns¨¡³. A¡W¡n\nh\p IeymW {]mbw
Ignªp. ]ns¶ C¸gt¯ImeambXpsImm... Cu ]Tn¸pw Hs¡.." AXpw ]dªv A½
Cdbt¯índ§n.
" F¦n¸ns¶ \a¡nhs\mcp s]®mtemNn¨mtem At½... F´p ]dbp¶p hmkq«m...?..."
GS¯n ASp¯ph¶v DuWptaibnÂ ssIIp¯n Ft¶mSp tNmZn¨p.
" F´n\m thsd C¸w BtemNn¡p¶Xv..... ChnsS¯s¶ CtÃ A«¸mXn Hsc®w... cp
t]À¡p CXp IqSpXem...." Rm³ DbÀ¶p \nÂ¡p¶ B s]cpapeIfnÂ t\m¡ns¡mp
s]mdps]mdp¯p.
" ^...Ak v̄... F¸gpw I®pw I¿pw thms¯S¯m..." AhÀ I¿nencp¶ Xhn sImv
Fsâ Xeíns«mcp sIm«v.
" " lmhq..." Rm³ \nehnfn¨pt]mbn.
" F´mSm..." Cdb¯p \n¶v A½ hnfn¨p tNmZn¨p.
" H¶panÃ... \m¡p ISn¨Xm At½..." Rm³ hnfn¨p ]dªp.
" s\\¡p Rm³ sh¨ns«mv... tN«\n§p hcs«...." GS¯n AS¡nb kzc¯nÂ
]dªp.
" F\níp sh¨ns«ms¦nÂ ]ns¶ tN«³ hcm³ Im¡p¶sX´n\m... C§p X¶qsS...."
At¸mtgípw A½ Ibdn h¶p. GS¯n Ft¶msSm¶pw annbnÃ. ASp¸p¦teíp
Xncnªp.
DuWp Ignªv Rm³ Fsâ apdnbnÂ t]mbn I«nenÂ InS¶p. R§fpsS kwkmcw
HmÀ¯p InS¶p. Hcp ckw. C§s\ BsW¦nÂ Rm³ ho«nÂ Xs¶ ImWpw.
At¸mtgípw G«¯n hmXnÂ¡Â h¶p.
" FSm... \o \msf apXÂ tXm«pIShntem FhnsS thWsa¦nepw s]mtím...
_m¡nsbmtÅmÀ¡p sskzcyambn«p Pohn¡mtÃm... thtWm¦nÂ B Ae¡pImcosS
IqsS NmSn Ipfnt¨m..." ]dbpt¼mÄ B apJs¯mcp IÅ¨ncn Dtm Fs¶\níp
kwibw..
" Fât½ ... HSs\sb§pw tXm«nteív Rm\nÃ. A«sb§m\pw Fsâ \ÃkvYm\¯p
ISnípw. ]ns¶ Bip]{XoÂ sImpt]mIpw. AhcXp apdn¨p Zqtcm«pw Ifbpw.... BsI
shdpw Bdnt©bpÅp.. AXp t]mbmÂ ]ns¶ PohnXw t]m¡p Xt¶..." Rm³ a¨nteíp
t\m¡n ]dªp.
" G´mSm ]dtª... Bdnt©m.. shdpsXbÃ s\\¡o ]qXnsbf¡w.... FSp¯m
s]m§m¯Xpambn«p \S¶n«m... ]nt¶ AXpw s]m¡ns¡mssâ ASpt¯sí§m\pw
h¶m... ]dtªímw.. ]nt¶ Bip]{XoÂ t]mtIn hc¯nÃ.. Rm³ Xt¶ AXp ...Mv
lm... " AhÀ ]mhmSbpw FSp¯pIp¯n Xncnªp \S¶p.
AhÀ t]mbn¡gnªt¸mÄ Rm³ ]Xps¡ app amÁn t\m¡n. kwkmc¯n\nSbnÂ
Ah\åw Poh³ hoWncp¶p. Rm³ GItZiw H¶f¶p t\m¡n. Bdn©nÂ Xmsgbpv.
GS¯n CsXm¶p Imcps¶¦nÂ, F¶p Rm³ Bin¨p. hcs«... Nqbn«p t\m¡mw.
Aht\bpw I¿nÂ ]nSn¨v Rm³ ]pXs¸Sp¯p aqSn.

cmhnte Rm³ hntÃ¨nbpsS ho«nÂ t]mbn. tN¨n Cd§n h¶nÃ. ]Icw A½ Cd§n
h¶p. Rm³ Xn®bnencp¶p.
" hntÃ¨nív F§s\mv...sImdtªm..?.." . Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" \ocpw ]gp¸pw C¨nsc IqSpXem.. \Ã thZt\w.. C¶se ]mhw Hd§o«nÃ.... \Ã
shjsamÅ F\w GXmm...." ImÀt¯¨n ]dªp.
" C\n F´p sN¿m\m ]cn]mSn....?.."
" FhS¨³ h¶n«v.. \½sS B ap¡nse X¦½ t\gvkns\ H¶p ImWn¡msa¶p sh¨p....
F\n¡n¸w Nt´Â t]mWw.. FSm hnizm..." AhÀ Cfb aIt\ hnfn¨p. Hcp
s]mSns¨¡³. Ah³ sXmSnbnÂ \n¶pw Iptd ]¨¡dnIÄ Npa¶p sImp h¶p.
ImÀt¯¨n FÃm N´ípw ]¨¡dn hnÂ¡m³ t]mIpw. ISbnÂ sImp
sImSp¡t¯bpÅp. Hcp kzImcy hcpam\w.
" FSm... \o FÃmw FSp¯p sI«n hív.. ]¯tcsS hníp t]mbnsÃ¦nÂ C¶t¯ N´
t]mIpw...." AhÀ AIt¯íp Ibdn. Rm³ AhnsS Ccp¶v H¶mtemNn¨p. ]mhw, Fsâ
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{]nbs¸« hntÃ¨n thZ\níp¶p F¶p tI«t¸mÄ DÅnÂ F\nípw Hcp thZ\. Rm³
t\sc ]d¼nteíp sN¶p. ]cnNbapÅ Iptd ]¨neIÄ ]dn¨p, t]cdnbnÃ, A½ hgn
D]tbmKw Adnbmw. ]ns¶ Iptd Xpfknbne. Ipd¨p aªfpw am´nsbSp¯p. FÃmw
IqSn NX¨p ]ngnªp. AsXmcp sNdnb ]m{X¯nem¡n sh¨p. Rm³ acp¶p NX¡p¶Xp
It¸mÄ GS¯nb½ tNmZn¨p.
" Chs\´m At½ ...ImhnbpSp¡m³ t]mIphmtWm... aªfp NXíp¶p..." F¶n«hÀ
H¶p Nncn¨p.
" ]dªt]mse CsX´n\mSm... ? A½bpw tNmZn¨p.
" Hm.. Np½m...." Rm³ AhnsS \n¶pw Hgnªp amdn.
ImÀt¯¨nbpw hniz\pw N´íp t]mIp¶Xpw Im¯v Rm³ thenbcpInÂIqSn
At§m«pant§m«pw \S¶p. AhÀ then¸Snbnd§n I¬sh«¯p\n¶pw
amdn¡gnªt¸mÄ Rm³ acp¶psaSp¯v A¸pdt¯íp sN¶p. ap³hmXnÂ AS¨p
km£mbn«ncnIpIbmbncp¶p. Rm³ Nmcnbncp¶ ASp¡fhmXnÂ Xpd¶v AI¯p
Ibdn. hntÃ¨n InS¡p¶ apdnbnÂ sN¶p. I«nenÂ Imepw Ih¨v aeÀ¶p InS¡p¶p
hnemkn\ntN¨n. Rm³ acp¶v P\åSnbnÂ sh¨n«v I«nensâ AcnInÂ Ccp¶p. XpSbÁw
htc s]m¡nbn«ncp¶ ]mhmS Fs¶¡t¸mÄ tN¨n ]nSn¨p Xmtgíp hen¨n«p.
" H¯ncn thZt\tm..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p. F¶n«v s\ÁnbnÂ ssI sh¨p t\m¡n. Aåw
]\nbps¶p tXm¶p¶p.
" thZ\bÃ... `b¦c ISpIg¸m..."
" A¸w Ahsâ sIm¼v AI¯ncns¸mv... shjsamÅ F\mcn¡pw..AtXmm..."
" CsX´m... ]m{X¯nÂ..." hntÃ¨n tNmZn¨p.
" G¨o... Rms\mcp acp¶p sN¿t«... GXmbmepw t\gvknt\ ImWn¡m³ t]mIphtÃ..."
" F¶m acp¶mSm..."
" ]¨acp¶m... A½ F\níp CXm sNbvXncpt¶... BZyw Rm³ CXpt]mse hen¨p
]dn¨p IfªXm... C¸w F\nínhs\ t]SnbnÃ...."
" thsSm... \n\¡p sN¿m³ ]ÁptIe... hÃ teUo tUmÎtdm.. t\gvtkm thWw
sN¿m³... AXn¨nsc AI¯m..."
" FhnsSbmbmse´m... Bip]{Xo t]mbm.. Ahcp s\Sp\ofw Iodpw... ]ns¶ Bgv¨Ifp
thWw Icnbm\pw \S¡m\psams¡... CXmIp¼w HÁaqenbm... ]nSn¨]nSnbmte
\n¡pw...."
" F¶mepw th hmkq«m... \nt¶ ImWn¡mhps¶Sw AÃ..."
" Hm.. Fs¶ ImWn¡m³ taem¯ GsXSam hntÃ¨n¡n\n HÅXv... tXm«nÂ Ipfníp¼w
... Ft¶ FÃmtSmw ImWn¨ns«mÅXtÃ...."
" t]mSm... AXpanXpw ]dbmsX... \o At§m«p Xt¶ t\m¡n \n¡p¶ sImp
tXm¶nbXm.. Rm\mscbpw ImWn¨n«nÃ.... tlm... Fs´mcp Ig¸m... XethZt\w Hv...
Fsâ tXhtc...GXp t\c¯mtWm... F\níp tXm«nÂ Ipfn¡m³ tXm¶nbXv..."
" G¨o... G¨ntbmsSmÅ Cãw sImp ]td¶Xm... Ft¶ tN¨n¡nãmsW\pw
Adnbmw.... tZ... CtXÂ¡pw... XoÀ¨bm.... Bip]{Xo sNÃp¼w B¬tUmÎdmsW¦n
tN¨níp ImWn¡mXncn¡m³ ]Ápthm... CXn¸w H¶pantÃepw Rm\tÃ...
]pXpXmbns«m¶pw F\n¡v ImWm\nÃ Xm\pw... "
" F¶mepw F\níp \mWamSm.... "
" AsX´m.... A{Xíp thm¯nS¯mtWm Ah³ ]nSnt¨....?.."
" AtXs¶.... AXtÃ F\níp sh{]mfamsb... XpWnIq«n ]dn¨v Rms\mtcdp sImSp¯p...
]ns¶bm HmÀt¯... Np®m¼p sh¨m aXnbmcps¶¶v..."
" Mm t]ms«, ]ÁnbXp ]Án.... G¨nbm Imen§p ImWnt¨..." Rm³ ]mhmS tatem«p
s]m¡n. ap«p htcbmbt¸mÄ tN¨n AdnbmsX XSªp.
" F¶mepw Fsâ hmkq«m... F\níp \mWam...." AhÄ _ew ]nSn¨p.
" \mWamtWm thZ\bmtWm hepXv... Rm\mtcmSpw ]dbm³ t]mIp¶nÃ...
thsdbmcmcps¶¦nepw Rm³ C{X _p²nap«m\pw t]mI¯nÃ.... F{X t\cw ]d¼n
sXnbn«m Cu ]s¨eIfp Int«y¶dnbmthm..." Rm³ B Ibv ]nSn¨p amÁn. F¶n«v
]mhmS Actbmfw tIÁn sh¨p. hntÃ¨n ]mhmSsImv IhbnSp¡v s]m¯n¸nSn¨p.
" tlm, Imte sXmSm³ tae.. Fs´mcp thZ\...."
" At¸m A§p tamfnep htc \ocp sh¨p.... A¸w apÅm³ ]Á¯nÃmcn¡phtÃm...."
Rm³ tUmÎÀ tNmZníp¶Xp t]mse tNmZn¨p.
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aeÀ¶p Ih¨p InS¡p¶Xp ImcWw XpSbnSp¡nte apdnhp ImWm³ ]Áp¶nÃ.
kmam\yw \Ã h®apÅ XpSIÄ \Ã an\p¡hpw an\pkhpw. ap³hiw apgph\pw
Ip\pIp\m Ipªptcma§Ä. C¡W¡n\p G¨osS Ipdn¨nsbmcp
sIm¨pImSmbncn¡patÃm. IShnÂ sh¨p ImWp¼w B CSp¡p apgph³ \Ã Idp¯
\ndamcp¶p. het¯ AIwXpSbnte \ocpw Nph¸pw ImWmw. B XpS hÃmsX XSn¨p
InS¡p¶p.
" G¨n H¶p sNcnªp InS¶n«v Cu Imep s]m¡n aS¡n sht¨.... " Rm³ IqSn
klmbn¨p G¨ntb Aåw sNcn¨p InS¯n, ap«p aS¡n s]m¡n shbv¸n¨p. Ct¸mÄ
kw`hkvYew hyàambn. Ipdn¨nbpsS sXm«p XmsgbmWp apdn¸mSv. ]mhmSbpsS AÁw
Iq«n ]nSn¨ncps¶¦nepw Ipdn¨nbnte \oetcma§fpsS AÁw ImWmambncp¶p.
Rm\åw _ew {]tbmKn¨v ]mhmS hen¨v s]m¡n.
" F´n\mSm .. ]mhmS s]m¡pt¶... s\\¡v t\m¡n sckn¡mWm\mtWm... " tN¨n
ssZ\yXtbmsS tNmZn¨p.
" Cu ]cph¯nÂ In«v F¶m ckn¡m\m... \oschnsS hsc Hs¶p t\m¡m\m...
FÃmS¯pw acp¶p s]c«Ww..."
" Mm.. F´m¶m sN¿v... Fsâ tXhtc... " AhÀ ]mhmSbnÂ \n¶p Is¿Sp¯p.
Hm¸tdj³ taibnÂ InS¡p¶ tcmKntbt]mse AhÀ InS¶p. FÃmw hnimeambn
ImWn¨psImv. Fsâ ap¼nÂ Rm³ ASp¯p ImWm³ sImXn¨ncp¶ hntÃ¨nbpsS
Icn¼qdnXm ASn`mKw Aåw hms]mfn¨v Xpd¶p InS¡p¶p.
" G¨n, AhnsS C¨ntc a\:XtâSt¯msS sISt¶... "
]ns¶ Rm³ FÃmShpw H¶p hniZambn ]cntim[n¨p. AIwXpSbnÂ Ipdn¨nbpsS
sXm«pXmsgbmWp kvYew. ISn¨ kvYew IqSpIp¯n ]gp v̄ aª\nd¯nÂ
s]m§nbn«pv. Ct¸mÄ Hm¸tdj³ ]cphw. NpÁp]mSpw \Ã \ocpv. AXp Nph¶v
Ipdn¨nbpsS het¯ Npfhtc hym]n¨n«pv. IqXnbpsS heXphihpw Aåw \ocp h¨
amXncn, ImcWw B hi¯p Xpfs¸m«p Npcp§Â Ipdhv. BZyambn«mWp Rm³ Hcp
s]®nsâ IqXn¯pf ImWp¶Xv. Ipdn¨nív A{X XSnsbm¶panÃ.
GS¯nb½bptSXpambn t\m¡pt¼mÄ CXp shdpw ISemkp ]pkvXIw. G¨nbpsS
tZlw shfp¯n«msW¦nepw ]qsdt´ C{X Icphmfn¨p t]mbXv. F®¯nÂ
IpdhmsW¦nepw DÅ tcma§Ä¡v \Ã \oe \nd\pw \ofhpw. AhÁIÄ AhnsSbpw
ChnsSbpambn Npcpv hnbÀ¯ sXmenbnsem«n¸nSn¨p InS¡p¶p. IqXn¯pfíp NpÁpw
tcma§Ä hfcm³ XpS§n. CS¯phit¯ ]qÀNpf Rm³ sasÃ H¶I¯n t\m¡n.
DÅnÂ AÁw Idp¯ cp aS¡v DÄ¨ppIÄ H«n¸nSn¨ncníp¶p. AhbnÂ Rm³
sasÃ H¶p tXmn. At¸mÄ tN¨n H¶\§n.
" AhnsSsbms¡ thZ\sbmsSm... sXmSmsX..."
" \oschnsSsbms¡ Hs¶p t\m¡phm... G¨osS Ipdn¨ntb ]qSsbmmcp¶Xp
sImp c£s]«p. CsÃ¦nÂ Ah³ CXn\pÅnÂ tIdn ISnt¨t\... s]®p§sS
Fs´¦nepw {]tXyI cpNn ImWpamcnípw..."
" ChnsS a\pjy³ NmIm³ t]mIp¼gm Ahsâsbmcp.. Xami..."
" ChnsS htc \ocp tIdn... " Fsâ Ibv AdnbmsX Aåw IqSn tatem«p tIdn. B
Ipª¸w H¶p ]nfÀ¯n t\m¡mXncn¡m³ F\níp IgnªnÃ. tcma§Ä Iq«n Rm³
B ]qsdm¶p ]nfÀ¶p. Hcp Nph¶ sIm¨pI´v AhnsS InS¶v Dd§p¶p.
]nfÀ¯nbt¸mÄ shfp¯ ]i\qÂ amXncn Ft´m H¶p henªp h¶p. AXm I´n\p
NpÁpw henªp \n¶pw. F\níp tXm¶n, cp Znhkambn Ipfn¡mXncn¡p¶Xp
sImmbncnípw C{Xbpw H«Â. apIÄ`mKt¯ ssaXm\¯p \ndtb \Ã tcma§Ä.
shdpsXbÃ IShnÂ sh¨p ImWp¼w \Ã Idp¸p IXv. ]t£ AhnSw Aåw
shfp¯n«mbncp¶p. I´nsâ AcnInembn Ft´m shfp¯v ]Án¸nSn¨ncníp¶p.
PnPvRmk sImv Rm³ AdnbmsX AsXm¶p tXmn t\m¡n. shfp¯ s\bv t]mse
AsXsâ hncenÂ ]Án.
" \o F´n\mSm AhnsSsbms¡ am´pt¶... sImih³... FSm apdnhp Xmsgbm...."
" AhnsS ]gp¸p t]mse Ft´m ]Án¸nSn¨ncníp¶XpsImp t\m¡nbXm...."
" Ipcp¯w sIt«mt\.. AXp AhSt¯ sImgp¸mSm... \o Is¿Sv...."
]ns¶ Rm\hnsS IqSpXÂ s]cpamdnbnÃ. Xpd¶ amXncn Xt¶ AhnSw tNÀ¯S¨p
sh¨p. AXp \Ã ]itX¨Xpt]mse H«n¸nSn¨ncp¶p.
Rm³ IqXnapXÂ Ipdn¨n htc hncepsImaÀ¯n tNmZn¨p.
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" ChnsS thZt\tm... ChntStm.. IqSpXtem.... AtXm ChnsS sImdthm...."
" \osb¶mSm... Fsâ IqXow sht¨mp tUmÎdp Ifn¡phmtWm... "
" AÃ, AXdnªp thWw s]cpamdm³..... F\n¡n¨nsc ]Wn HÅXm C\n.."
" A¸w \o Fs¶ NnInÂkn¡m³ h¶XtÃ...?... AtXm D]{Zhn¡m³ h¶tXm....
Zpã³..."
" anmXncnsbsâ s]m¶p tN¨o.. ChnsS kqNnsbmtm...?..." Rm³ tNmZnNp.
" C¶m skÁn]n³ aXntbm..." G¨n »uknÂ \n¶pw Hsc®w DucnsbSp¯p X¶p.
Rm\Xp t\m¡nbn«p ]dªp.
" CXn\p sam\ t]mc.... Xpcps¼ms\p tXm¶p¶p...."
" F¦nÂ kqNn tZ.. B X«ntbencn¡p¶ sNmh¶ sU¸otemv..." tN¨n ]dªp.
Rms\gpt¶Áp sU¸nsbSp¯p. Xpd¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ G¨n ImWmsX B ]qdp
]nfÀ¯nb hncepIsfm¶p aW¯p. lhq.. ASsªm«nbncp¶ ]gInb ]qdnsâ
sNInSn¸n¡p¶ aWw. CXn¨nsc I«nbm.. tXmnsbSp¯ sImgp¸ntâXpw
IqSnbmbncn¡pw kln¡m³ ]Áp¶nÃ. GS¯nb½bpsS sIm¼³]qdnsâ
KÔambncp¶p Fsâ a\ÊnÂ DÅ ]qdnsâ aWw. AXm {]Xo£n¨Xpw. CXv
ISIhncp²w. Rm³ ]ns¶ aW¯nÃ, I«nenÂ h¶ncp¶v G¨n AdnbmsX B
]mhmSbnÂ Xq¯p. ]t£ tN¨níp a\Ênembn.
" AhnsSbpanhnsSbpw I¿nt«¨v AsXsâ ]mhmtSÂ tX¨p shípImtWm... t]mbn ssI
IgpIo«p hmSm... XpWns]m¡n¡¸w Fs´mcmÀ¯nbmcp¶p I¿n«v tXmm³....
act§mS³...."
" Hm.. kmcanÃ... C¨nsc Ignbp¼w s]mtímfpw... AtÃÂ AXhnsS Ccpt¶ms« ... Hcp
kvamcIambn«v..."
" Mqw... \o Bfp tamiaÃ... F¶m acp¶p thKw sN¿v... Fsâ Imep Igíp¶p....
s]m¡n¸nSním³ h¿ "
" C¨nsc \Ã XpWn thWw.. acp¶p sh¨p sI«m\m.. "
" tZ, B AeamcosS Xmgt¯ X«nÂ Hcp ]gb apnsâ ]IpXn ImWpw AtX¶p
IodnsbSpt¯m.."
Rm³ XpWnsbSp¯p Iodn sdUnbm¡nsh¨p.
" F¶m sXmS§mw..."
" sImtd t\cambtÃm.. Fs¶ Ih¨p sIS¯o«p sXmS§mw...sXmS§msa¶p ]td¶p..."
Rm\Xp {i²n¨nÃ. B Ih¡nSbnteíp Ip\nªncp¶p. At¸mÄ Hcmizmkw t]mse
G¨nbpsS DbÀ¶p \n¶ ImÂap«v Fsâ apXpInÂ hn{ian¨p. G¨nbpsS Ih¡nSbnÂ
\n¶pw IgpIm¯ ]qdnsâ aq{Xw IeÀ¶ hfn¸paWw KpapKpam han¨p sImncp¶p.
BZyapmbncp\ shdp¸p t]mbn Ct¸mÄ B aWw hen¨v BkzZn¨p. ASªncp¶ B
]qS¸qsdsâ ap¼nÂ hnekn¡nS¶ncps¶¦nepw, Rm³ ]gp¯p \n¶ apdn¸mSp
{i²tbmtS kqNnsImv Ip¯n s]m«n¨p tXmn hepXm¡n. At¸msgmt¡ hntÃ¨n.
iviviv ....lm.. ]Xps¡.. Fs¶ms¡ ]dªpsImncp¶p.
" F¶m, C\n tN¨o ]sÃm¶p ISn¨p ]nSnt¨mWw... ]ns¶, H¨ shícpXv..."
" At¿m... \o F´p sN¿m³ t]mIphm..."
" H¶pw sN¿p¶nÃ..." F\p ]dbpIbpw apdnhn\p NpÁpw iànbmbn sR¡n tNmc
hcp¶Xp htc sR¡n. XpWnsImsÃmw hr¯nbm¡n. \ocp h¶nSs¯ms¡ acp¶p
tX¨p, Ipdn¨n ]nfÀ¶v AXnsâ DÅnepw IqXn¯pfbpsS NpÁpw Hs¡ acp¶p ]pc«n
]ns¶ apdn¸mSnÂ acp¶p I«bmbn sh¨psI«n. acp¶p sN¿pt¼mÄ AXp IeymWw
Igním¯ Hcp bphXnbpsS XpSIfmsWt¶m ]qdmsWt¶m IqXnbmsWt¶m H¶pw
F\níp tXm¶nbnÃ. G¨nbpsS \nehnfn am{Xta Rm³ tI«pÅp. A©p an\nt«
FSp¯pÅp. ]Wn Ignªv Rm³ XebpbÀ¯n t\m¡pt¼mÄ G¨n XebnW ISn¨p
]nSn¨ncníp¶p. \¶mbn hndíp¶papv.

G«¯nb½ - - 4

F\níp a\Ênembn \nb{´n¡m\mhm¯ thZ\ sImv hnd¨XmsW¶v.
" G¨o..." Rm³ hnfn¨p.
AhÄ XebnW amÁn. hnbÀs¯mgpIp¶p. hndíp¶ NppItfmsS ]dªp.
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" C¯ncn shÅw..." Rmt\mSn ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶p. shÅsaSp¯p sImp h¶p.
I«nen¶cnInencp¶p G¨ntb Xm§n DbÀ¯n. Ahscsâ s\©nteíp Nmcn Ccp¶p
shÅw IpSn¨p. F¶n«ncp¶p InX¨p. Rm³ Fsâ app sImv AhcpsS apJhpw
Igp¯pw s\©pw XpS¨p. ]¯pan\nt«mfw Fsâ s\©nÂ G¨n XeNmbv¨ncp¶p. Fsâ
PohnX¯nse kmbqPytadnb aplqÀ¯§fnsem¶mbncp¶Xv. Ih¨ncp¶ XpSIfnteív
Is¿¯n¨v Rm³ ]mhmS Xmgv¯nbn«p XpSIÄ aqSn.
" C¸sg§s\bpv..." Rm³ G¨nbpsS sNhnbnÂ tNmZn¨p. D¯cw ]dbmsX AhÀ
apJw ]pdtIm«p Xncn¨v Fsâ Ihnf¯v AaÀ¯n Hcp½ X¶p. At¸mgm apJt¯bpw
aq¡ntebpw hnbÀ¸pXpÅnIÄ Fsâ IhnfnÂ ]Án. F\níp a\Ênsemcp Ipfncv.
kncIfnsemcpWÀhv. B ]p¯³ hnbÀ¸n\p kpKÔw. Ipd¨p Ignªv G¨n ImepIÄ
A\¡m³ t\m¡n. F´Â`pXw. heXpImÂ AhÀ A\¡n, Aåw aS¡n. F¶n«v Fs¶
hopw apJapbÀ¯n t\m¡n.
" \¶mbn ]Tn¨m...\o `mhnbnÂ..... Hcp \Ã ......tUmÎcmIpw..." F\níp In«nb BZyt¯
kÀ«n^n¡Áv.
" C\n G¨n InSt¶m.... \msf IqSn \ap¡v CsXm¶gn¨v sI«Ww ]p¯³ acp¶pw
shíWw ]ns¶... Ignªp...."
" thSm Rm³ C¨nsc Ccn¡s«... C¶ses¯m«v sIS¶ sIS¸m.. C¸gm A\§pt¶....
AsÃSm... Ahsâ ]sÃt´y...?.."
" hm, sR¡nb¸w AXp t]mbn¡mWpw..."
" tlm... \o sR¡nb¸w ... Rm³ `qan]mXmfw IsSm....."
" C¸w FÃmw sR¡n¡fª¸w thZ\ t]mbXv Itm... Xs¶¯m\msW¦n CXnsâ
]mXnt]mepw ]gp¸p t]mI¯nÃ.... C¶t¯ív \\ícpXv.."
" " F¶mepw s\\s¡mcp atbmanÃmcp¶p... Fsâ tXhtc.. F\níp am{Xw \o F´n\m...
CXp amÁn sh¨Xv..? "
" G¨níp Xs¶bÃ.. AhnsS Hcp ]mÀ«nípw ISn In«n..."
" BÀ¡v..?.."
" GS¯nív.... B\t]mes¯ Hsc®w... As¶m¯ncn A« FfInbmcp¶p...."
" F¶n«v.. H¶pw ]ÁnbntÃ..."
"F§s\ ]Ám\m... A¸¯s¶ NqtSmsS Cu tUmÎdp Htcm¸tdj³
\S¯nbXpsImv, kwKXn ¢o³... AsÃ¦nÂ CXnepw Iãmtbt\... "
" t\cmtWmSm \obn¸tdtW... FhnsSbm ISnt¨... ?.."
" AhnsS¯t¶... Ipfb«íp GÁw Cãs¸« kvYem AXv..."
" tM...A¸w \o KotXsSw... FÃmtSmw ItmSm..."
" F´n\m Adot¶..."
" F¶mepw ]dsbSm...." G¨níp ckw tIdn.
" BMv lm...Imensâ thZ\ t]mtbm.. C¸w hnjbw amdnbtÃm..." Rm³ Hgnªp amdn.
" F¶mepw ]dsbSm... \o Itm.. AtXm..\o Ft¶ ]Án¡m³ ]dbpImtWm..."
" Fsâ hntÃ¨o Cu.. hmkp¡p«³ Bcm tam³... C¸w ... GS¯osS... AhnSt¯
`qanimkv{Xw F\níp a\:]mTam...."
" F¶mepw \o... `b¦c\mSm... R§sS cp t]cptSw..."
" Fsâ sImfbt«... s\\¡p \µn... Rm³ t]mIphm... C¸w AhnsS sXc¡p¶pmIpw...
Rm³ acp¶p ]ngnbp¶Xv At½w GS¯ow IXm..." Rms\gpt¶Áp.
" F¶mepw KoX C¶se In«v H¶p ]dªp t]mepanÃtÃm...IÅnbm..."
" Rm³ ]dsª¶p ]dbtÃ... C¸w Adnª `mhw th... ]ns¶bmhmw....."
" F¶m \o s]msím... FSm \o BtcmSpw ]dbtÃ \obm CXp s]m«ns¨¶v... F\níp
\mWt¡Sm... ]ns¶ Rm³ N¯p Itfw..."
" Rm\mtcmSpw ]db¯nÃ... ]ns¶ \msf Rm³ hcp¼gs¯ív H¶p \¶mbn
IgpIntb¡Ww..."
" \obtÃ C¸w ]dªXv... \\ícpsX¶v..."
" AXv apdnhnsâ Imcyam... Rm³ ]dªtX, AXn\p sXm«p tamfnte Imcyam......
sImgsªm«n¸nSn¨m Ccnípt¶...." Rm³ Is¿m¶p aW¯n«v apJsam¶p Npfn¨p
ImWn¨p.

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t



" t^mSm.. \mWwsI«ht\.. \ns¶ Rm³..." G¨n AdnbmsX I«nenÂ
\ns¶gpt¶Â¡m³ `mhn¨p. ]ns¶, " t¿m......Fsâ Imte... lm " F¶p
\nehnfn¨psImv I«nenteíncp¶p.
" Ime\¡msX sImd¨p t\cw sIS¡v... \ocp henbt«...." Rm³ ASp¡fbnÂIqSn
Cd§n kvYew hn«p.

apÁs¯¯pt¼mÄ GS¯nb½ ]nSnIqSn.
" \o FhnsS s]mbXmSm... ?.."
" Rm³.. A¸pd¯v hntÃ¨os\... ImWm³ t]mbn..."
" F¶n«v.. Itm.... F§t\v Ah¡v...?.."
" C¸w \Ã sImdshmv... F¶m ]dtª...."
" F¶n«v... cmhnte ImÀt¯¨n ]dªXv IqSpXem tUmÎtd ImWn¡Ww¶mWtÃm..."
" B.. F\n¡dnb¯nÃ..." GS¯n Ft¶ kq£ns¨m¶p t\m¡n. F¶n«v tNmZn¨p.
" \o Fs´ms¡tbm CSn¨p ]ngnªn«v AsX´ntb..."
" AXp Rm³ Ifªp..."
" ]ns¶´n\m Hm¡ntb..."
" Np½m... Hcp ck¯ns\mm¡oXm..." Rm³ AIt¯íp s]mífªp.
" F´p tNmZn¨mepw Ahs\mcp Np½m...Hcp ck¯n\p... Mqw... Chsâ ckw F´mtWm...
`Khmt\... "
tN¨n AIt¯íp Ibdn. Rm³ InWÁpIsc sN¶v Ibv \¶mbn IgpIn. hfn¨
]qÁnen«p shcInbXtÃ. IgpInbn«v hopw hopw aW¯p t\m¡n. F{X IgpIo«pw
B aq{X¯nsâ aWw t]mIp¶nsÃs¶\nsímcp tXm¶Â. At¸mtgípw GS¯n
H¶pcp ]m{X§fpambn InWÁpIcbnÂ h¶p. IgpIp¶Xn\nSbnÂ Rm³ Ibv
aW¡p¶XhÀ Ip.
" F´mSm, \o Xo«¯nÂ I¿nt«m... C{X IgpIm³...?.." AhÀ _eambn Fsâ Ibv ]nSn¨p
aW¯p t\m¡n.
" At¿.. CXp aq{XmWtÃmSm... CsXhnSp¶m s\\¡n¸w In«ntb...."
" AXv... Rm³ sXmgp¯o¶v NmWIw hmcnb¸w In«oXm....."
" AXn\n¸w sXmgp¯nsehnSym NmWIw... A½ cmhnte sXmgp v̄ hr¯nbm¡p¶Xv
Rm³ IXmWtÃm..."
" ]ip ]ns¶ XqdnbXm..."
" ]d¼n sI«ocn¡p¶ ]ip Xqdm\n¸w sXmgp¯ntetímSn ht¶m...?..."
F\n¡cniw h¶p. Rm³ ]dªp.
" Mm.. Rm³ ]iqsâ IqXo I¿n«p hmcoXm... A«¸mXosS Hcp hnkvYmcw......"
" Imcyw tNmZn¨¸w \osb´n\mSm NqSmhtW...?... \o ]iqsâ IqXotem a\pjysâ
IqXotem... FhnsSbm¶m ...." s]s«¶v Ahscm¶p \nÀ¯n. ]Xps¡ ]nt¶m«p henbp¶
Ft¶ kmIqXw H¶p t\m¡n. B apJs¯mcp AÂ`pX`mhw. Rm\t¸mtgípw
sXmSnbnte¡nd§nbncp¶p.

D®mdmbt¸mtgípw Rm³ ASp¡fbnse¯n. GS¯nb½ ]¸Sw Im¨p¶p.
tIÁn¡p¯nb kmcn¡SnbnÂ B a¯§m¡pnIÄ \Ã an\pks¸«p s]m´n
\nÂ¡p¶p. Fsâ IbvIÄ F´nt\m Xcn¨p. Rm³ ]Xps¡ ASp¯p sN¶p. B
IpnbnÂ Fsâ hiw ap«n¨p\n¶psImv tNmZn¨p.
" GS¯nbt½.. A½ ]pÃp ]dnt¨¨p h¶ntÃ...?..."
" Mm.. F´m shi¡ps¶mtm.. Cu ]¸Sw H¶p Im¨nt¡ms«... AtXm At½sS
IbvsImt IgníqÅqs¶mtm..."
" Gbv....A§s\m¶qey... shi¡p¶p...." Rms\mcp ]¸Sw FSp¯p ISn¨p.
" \o C¯ncn amdn\nt¶... C§s\ CSnímsX... Rm³ \nsâ GS¯nb½bm... B HmÀ½
thWw....C¨nsc acymtZw..."
" CsX´m ... F¸gpw ssa¡p sh¨p ]dªmte.. GS¯nb½bmIpthmtÅm..?.." Rm³
IpnbnÂ Fsâ Ipn sImv HcnSn IqSn CSn¨p.
" Mm... \nt¶msSms¡ A§s\ ]dªmepw ^eanÃm¯ F\am... It¿te NmWtImw
aqt{Xmw IgpIo«mtWm Xn¶m³ hs¶¡tW....?.."
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" Fsâ KoX¡p«o... AXv cmhnte ]dn¨ ]s¨tesS aWam... AXm IgpIo«pw IgpIo«pw
t]mImt¯...." Rm³ sN¶p s_©nencp¶p. GS¯n Hcp s¹bnÁnÂ tNmdp hnf¼n
ap¼nÂ sImp sh¨p.
" F\níp \nt¶ kwitbmv... \o Ft´m cmhnte H¸n¨ns«mv.... "
" Rms\´m H¸n¡m\m.... Fsâ KoX¡pt«y... Np½m \S¡p¼w .. Np½m Hcp ckw..."
" GS¯yt½¶p hnfnsbSm... Np½m... F´p ]dªmepw Np½m... Fs¶¦nepw Cu Np½m
Fsâ I¿nÂ In«pw....." GS¯n km¼msdmgníp¶Xn\nSbnÂ ]dªp.
" In«o«n¸w F´p sN¿m\m....Xn¶mt\m Xc¯nÃ.. F¦n¸ns¶ FhnsSsb¦nepw t]mbn
sXn¯n¶t«\p hnNmcn¨m... AXpw k½Xn¡¯ntÃ....lnsXs´mcp s]mÃm¸m...
shÅw....shÅw..." F\níp tNmdp hn¡n. GS¯n shÅw sImp X¶p. F¶n«v Fsâ
\ndpIw XebnÂ cp aq¶p X«p X«n.
" th th... D]Imcw sNbvXntÃepw D]{Zhn¡mncp¶m aXntb..."
" FSm... \nsâ Cu sam\ shs¨mÅ hÀ¯m\w F\níp a\ÊnemIps¶mv tIt«m...
H¶qtÃepw \nt¶¡mfpw \met©mWw IqSpXepXm Rm³... "
" AXm tZlw Imepw Adnbmw....." Rm\m ape¡p¶pIfnteíp t\m¡ns¡mp Xs¶
]dªp. GS¯n kmcn¯es¸m¶p IqSn hen¨v amdpIÄ aqSnbn«p.
" thKw Xnt¶s¨gpt¶Áp t]mSm... t]mbn.. B tXm«cnInÂ t]mbncnív... sImd¨p
kam[m\w In«pw... hjf³..."
" B.. AXp Rm³ t\m¡nt¡mfmw..." AhÀ tZjy¯nÂ Xncnªp \n¶p.
At¸mtgípw A½ tIdn h¶p.

DusWms¡ Ignªv shbnemdnbt¸mÄ GS¯n sasÃ then¡cpInÂ sN¶p. Fsâ
Is®t¸mgpw Ahtc NpÁn¸ÁnbmbXpsImv Rm\Xp Ip. Rm³ apÁ¯nsâ
Cd¼nteíp sN¶p.
" hnemkn\o... A½mbo..." AhÀ hnfn¨p.
" Ahfp sIS¡phm... FWoím³ h¿.. `b¦c \ocm... Biq{Xosem¶p sImp
t]mWw... AhSÑ³ hcm³ Im¯ncn¡phm..."
Xn®bnencp¶v Acnbnte IÃps]dp¡p¶ ImÀt¯¨n ]dªp. GS¯n Xncnªp
\S¡m³ `mhn¨p. At¸mÄ Xn®bnÂ \n¶pw hnemkn\nbpsS hnfn tI«p.
" KotX... \nÃv.. \nÃv... " sRmnbmsW¦nepw hfsc thK¯nÂ hntÃ¨n Xn®bnÂ
\n¶nd§n then¡cnInteíp h¶p.
" l.. \o h¿m¯ Imepw hen¨v... \o B XpWn amdntí, C¸w Bip]{XoÂ t]mImw..."
A½mbn ]dªp.
" Hm, Bip]{Xosem¶pw t]mI... F\n¡n¸w Igs¸m¶qey... "
" tM...\obtÃ ]dªXv t]mWw¶v... cmhnte Ime\¡m³ h¿mcp¶tÃm... C¸w FÃmw
t]mtbm..." A½mbn hm s]mfn¨p.
" At¿m.. hnemkn\o... FÃmw kpJmtbm..." Xncnªp \n¶ GS¯nbpw tNmZn¨p.
" t\gvknâhnsS t]mbm.. Ahcv Iodpw.. sImfamIpw... AtXmv Rm³ Xt¶ s]m«n¨v
acp¶p sh¨v sI«n... C¸w \Ã sImdshmv...." hntÃ¨n ]dbp¶Xv Rm³ tI«p.
tXhtc, NXnt¨m.. Rm³ acp¶p NX¨Xv BÀ¡msW¶v GS¯n¡n¸w a\ÊnemIpw.
]ns¶ aq{X¯nsâ aWw FhnSt¯ BsW¶mtemNn¨mÂ. B Ipcp«p_p²n AXp
Ip]nSnípw. Ip]nSn¨mÂ Fsâ ]²XnsbÃmw s]mfnbpw. Rm³ sasÃ
then¡cnInteíp sN¶p.
" \o Xs¶ FÃmw sNbvtXm... acps¶ms¡..?.." GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" AsXms¡ R§¡dnbmcp¶p... ]ns¶ ]dn¡m³ t]mIms\mÅ aSnsImm..." hntÃ¨n
]dªp.
" AsÃ¦nÂ Xs¶... GsX¦nepw hmbnt\m¡os\ Gån¨mepw aXnbtÃm.. AtÃ... "
GS¯n ASp¯p h¶p \n¶ Fs¶ H¶p t\m¡o«mWp ]dªXv. Rm\nSíp tIdn.
" AÃ.. hntÃ¨o... Cu.. A«¸mXo¶p ]dªm F´msW¶v hntÃ¨n¡dnbmthm..."
" ]ns¶....A« ISn¨q¶v \m«nemsc¦nepw Adnªm sImtd \mft¯ív AtX hnfníq...
F\nín¸w AXp tI«p \Ã ioeam... Bnsems¶¦nepw In«pw.. C¸gt¯Xv sImd¨p
IS¶pt]mbo¶p am{Xw..." hntÃ¨n GS¯ntb t\m¡n ]dªp.
" AtX¨n¡tÃ... FÃmÀ¡psam¶pw AXnãs¸S¯nÃ... AtÃ GS¯nbt½...
GS¯nbt½ Bsc¦nepw hnfn¨m AXnãs¸Spthm..." Rm³ GS¯ntbmSp tNmZn¨p.
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" AXn\n¸w KotX A« ISn¨nÃtÃm.... ]ns¶´m ... AtÃ KotX..."
" FSo \o Hcp§So.. t\gvk½ C¸w h¶p ImWpw....." A½mbn ]dªp.
" C\n HscS¯pw t]mIt½...." hnemkn\n Xncnªp \n¶v A½tbmSp ]dªp. B
t\c¯v GS¯n Fsâ t\sc Xncnªv I®pcp«n AS¡nb kzc¯nÂ ]dªp.
" \ob§p ht¶¡v... s\\¡v Rm³ sh¨ns«mv....\obpw ChnSt¯ A«Ifpw IqSn H¯p
IfnIym AtÃ...." Fsâ DÅnÂ Hcp InSnew.
" hnemkn\o... kq£n¡Ww tIt«m... Rm\§p sNÃt«... C¨nsc AcnbcíWw...
\mft¯ív... \o hmSm.." GS¯n Xncnªp \S¶p.
" Rm³ ht¶mfmw... GS¯n s]mtím..." Rm³ hntÃ¨nbpsS t\sc Xncnªp.
" F¶mepw F´n\m G¨o.. acp¶p sh¨qs¶ms¡ hniZmbn«p hnfn¨p Iqhntb....?.."
" Mqw..?.. F´p ]Án... ?.."
" Rm³ ]dªnÃmcpt¶m acps¶mm¡p¶Xv Ahcp Is¶v... C\nbn¸w
Rms\´ns\ms¡ D¯cw sImSp¡Ww¶dnbmthm... h¡oem.. km[\w..."
" At¿mSm... Rm\tXmÀ¯nÃ..." hntÃ¨n Ibv IpSªp.
" kmcey.. AXncnís«.... \msf cmhnte F§s\bm acp¶p shípt¶.. At½w
A\nb\pw....."
" A½ F´ns\¦nepw ]d¼nteíp t]mIp¼w Rm³ hnfnímw... "
" hnizt\m..?.."
" Ah³ kmcey... Xnt®encním³ ]dªm Ccpt¶mfpw....."
" G¨o... Rms\mcp Imcyw ]dbt«..."
" F´mSm C{X shenb Imcyw.." G¨n ImXp IqÀ¸n¨p.
" hntÃ¨ntb... C¸w kpJmb¸w ImWm³ \Ã tiem...."
" Mqw s\\¡Xp tXm¶pw... ImWms\mÅsXms¡ cmhnte sXmd¶p sh¨v \o IntÃ...
Fsâ acWsh{]mfw t]mepw hIshímsX... IgpImsX \mdns¡S¶n«pw I¿n«v
FhnsSIym tXmoXv.... "
" At¿ Rm³ tXmnsbm¶qey... G¨nív tXm¶oXm...."
" ]ns¶ ]ns¶... Fsâ aÀ½kvYm\¯m \o tXmoXv..F¶n«v FÃm IqSn Fsâ ]mhmtS
sImp tX¡ptIw sNbvXp.... Fsâ ]mhmtSsemv aWw..."
G¨n sXsÃmcp \mWt¯msS ]dªp. Rm\dnbmsX Fsâ hncÂ H¶p aW¯p t]mbn.
" MqMpw... " Rm³ aqfn.
" AXp sicn... F¶n«Xpw aW¸n¨p \S¶p kpJnIym AtÃ... C¡W¡n\p
IgpInsh¨mcps¶¦n AXp ISn¨p Xnt¶t\tÃm...tM...?..."
" At¿m.. Rm\dntªmÃ... kXymbn«pw... \oscmtm¶p t\m¡oXm... hntÃ¨o..."
" Mqw.. Bbnt¡mt«.... F\níp hntcms[m¶qeym... ¶mepw \o C¯ncn Ipdp¼\m...t«m...."
At¸mÄ hntÃ¨nbpsS apJ v̄ \mWw Cc¨p tIdp¶Xp Rm³ Ip.
" At¿..." F\nípw Hcp \mWw.
hntÃ¨n ]dªXv sicnbm. B shS¡p\mÁw CÃmcps¶¦nÂ In«nb X¡¯n\v
Rms\m¶p \¡ntbt\. henb sRmenÃmsX hntÃ¨n t\tc \S¶p t]mIp¶Xp
t\m¡n A`nam\t¯msS \n¶p. ]ns¶, Ct¸mÄ hcm³ t]mIp¶
\nanj§tf¡pdnt¨mÀ¯p `bs¸«psImpw, F¶mÂ \msf cmhnse hcm³ t]mIp¶
kpµc\nanj§tf kz]v\w Ipw ho«nteíp \S¶p.

apÁ¯pIqSn Nmbv¸nteíp tIdm³ XpS§nb Ft¶ GS¯n hnfn¨p.
" hmkq«m... Hfním... tam\nt§m«p ht¶..."
" C¸w hctWm... Rms\m¶p sIS¡s«... \Ã £oWw..." Rms\mgnbm³ t\m¡n.
" F\n¡Xnt\¡mfpw £otWmv... \obn§p ht¶...."
Rm³ aSn¨p aSn¨v ASp¯p sN¶p. GS¯n Fsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p hen¨p ]pdIphi¯p
B«pIÃnsâ ASp¯p sImp t]mbn. IÃnÂ Acn InS¡p¶p.
" \o Hcp Imcyw sNbvtX... GS¯ntb H¶p klmbnt¨... Cu Acn sImds¨¦nepw
Ac¨p Xm..."
" BMv lm... Ct{XbptÅm.. "
Rm³ aSn¨p aSn¨v Ìqfnencp¶p. ]ns¶ A½nbpsS ]nSnbnÂ Ibv sh¨p. GS¯n
F\ns¡Xncmbn \ne¯p ap«pIp¯nbncp¶p. ]ns¶ B«pIÃnsâ AcnInÂ cp I¿pw
Ip¯n Fsâ t\sc Nmªp \n¶p. F´n\m `mhw Fs¶mcp ]nSnbpanÃ. F¶mepw B
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apJ¯p KuchanÃ. Hcp IpkrXn `mhapÅ Nncn Hfn¨pIfníp¶pv. Ip\nªp
\n¶t¸mÄ A½n¡ÃpIÄ t]msebpÅ apeIÄ »ukn\I¯p\n¶pw apIfnÂ
shfnbnteíp XÅn Fs¶ t\m¡n Nncn¨p. Rm\m apeIfpsS sh×bnÂ H¶p t\m¡n.
cn\pw \SphnÂ IqSn Npcpv kmcn¯p¼v Aekambn tXmfnÂ InS¡p¶p. F\nsímcp
hÃmbvI. GS¯nbpsS apJ v̄ Hcp IpkrXn ]p©ncn. ImWm³ Ft¸mgpw
sImXnípsa¦nepw Cubhkc¯nÂ Hcp ]´nbnÃmbvI.
Rm³ A½nbpcp«m³ t\m¡n. Aåw _ew tXm¶nbXpsImv. GS¯n HcpIbv
klmbn¨p. R§Ä cpt]cpw IqSn, Hcpan¨v, AhcpsS Ibv Fsâ I¿psS apIfnÂ
]nSn¨v Acnbm«m³ XpS§n. CSív atÁ Ibv sImv Acn IÃnteíp Xq¯nSp¶papv.
Aåw Ignªv GS¯n hnfn¨p.
" hmkp¡p«m...." Rm³ H¶p sR«n.
" GS¯n Hcp Imcyw tNmZn¨m \o kXyw ]dbpthm..." Rm³ apJapbÀ¯nbnÃ. AhÀ
\\ª IbvsImv Fsâ XmSn ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n Fsâ I®pIfnteíp t\m¡n.
" ]d.. t\cp ]dbpthm..."
" Mqw..." Rm³ Xebm«n.
" \o B acps¶mm¡oXv hnemkn\n¡Ãmcpt¶m...?
" Mqw..."
" ]ns¶´n\m Ft¶mSp s\mW ]dªXv..?.."
" AXv... AXv... F\n¡n¸gpw G«¯ntb DÅnÂ t]Snbm..."
" l..l..l... CXp \Ã Xami... Fsâ FÃm cltkymw In«pw s\\¡v t]Sntbm...
\nsâ G«³ t]mepw Ct{Xw hniZambn«v Fs¶ In«nÃ... IeymWw Ignªn«v..."
" F¶mepw GS¯n... tN«t\mtSm, BtcmsS¦nepw ]dªm... Rm\pw ]pds¸«p t]mtIn
hcpw..."
" Rms\´m, A{Xíp `b¦cnbm¶m hnNmcnt¨...."
Rm³ annbnÃ.
" Bt« \osb´m... F\níp acp¶p XcmªXv...."
" AXn\p GS¯níp sImg¸sam¶panÃmcp¶tÃm... hntÃ¨osS AhsS, At«sS ]Ãncp¶v
]gp¯Xm..."
" F\nípw C¸w thZ\ amdnbn«nÃ....."
" GS¯n Ft¶msSm¶pw ]dªnÃtÃm...."
" \o ]ns¶ Ft¶mSp tNmZn¨XpanÃtÃm... thmXo\w ]dªXÃmsX... .F\níp
thZt\tmt¶m \oscmtmt¶m t]mepw tNmZn¨nÃ.....Ft¶mSp s\\¡t{X CtãmÅp
...AtÃ.."
" AsXm¶phÃ... GS¯os\w F\níp Cãm... ]t£..."
" ]t£ t]SnbmsW¶p am{Xw..AtÃ...?..."
" Mqw...C¨nsc.... "
" C¨nsc t]mbn«v Bcpw H«pw Ft¶ t]Snt¡... FÃmcpw Ft¶ kvt\ln¡Ww...
FÃmcpw \¶mbncn¡Ww Fs¶ms¡tb F\n¡v B{KlsamÅp.... AÃmsX Rm³
ISphmsbm¶paÃ..."
Rm\m apJ¯p t\m¡n, Hcp kuay `mhw. F¶mepw hnizkn¡m³ ]Á¯nÃ. Ct¸mÄ
Rms\mÁímWv IÃp Xncníp¶Xv.
" AXncn¡s«... AhfpsS FhnsSbm ISnt¨... \o Itm...?.."
" Mqw..."
" \obmtWm acp¶p tX¨Xv...?.."
" Mqw...."
" \o AhsS FÃmw sXmd¶p Itm..?..."
" Mqw..."
" \o AhfpsS AhnsSms¡ sXmt«m...?.."
" Mqw..."
" AhfpsS aq{X¯nsâ \mÁamcp¶p \nsâ It¿Â..AtÃ..?.."
" Mqw.."
" FÃmw sXmd¶nt«mv... Ahfp sIS¶p Xt¶m...?.."
" Mqw..."
" Ahfp \nt¶ No¯hnfn¨ntÃ....?.."
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" Mq lpw.... GS¯nbtÃ sXdn ]dªXv... "
" AXmcmbmepw ]dªp t]mIpw... kz´w GS¯nbt½ XpWns]m¡n \nÀ¯nt¡mv
thmXo\¯nÂ I¿n«mÂ Bcm No¯ hnfn¡mXncn¡p¶Xv...."
" Np½mXÃtÃm.. At« ]nSn¡m\Ãmcpt¶m..."
" AXp t]ms«... \o AhfpsS FhnSam IXv...?..."
" Ipdn¨osS sXm«p Xmsgbmcp¶p ISn... Ipdn¨ntbepw IqXoepw Hs¡ \oscmmcp¶p..."
" AhfpsS Ipdn¨n F§s\... FtâXmtWm.. AhÄsSbmtWm.. \ÃXv...?.."
" GS¯nív \mtWmtey C§s\sbms¡ Ft¶mSp tNmZn¡m³..." Rm³ Xncn¨p tNmZn¨p.
" Blm... C\n Rm³ \nt¶msS´p \mWn¡m\m... FÃmw s]mfn¨pIp Ignªm
]ns¶´p \mWw... \o Ft¶mSp \nsâ \otfmw htc ]dªp.... Bdns©¶v...."
" At¿.. Rm³ Np½m... GS¯ntb Ff¡m³ ]dªXm...."
" Mqw.. GXmbmepw Ft¶mSp \nsâ the thmt«m... CXp ]dªnÃ.... AhfpsS Ipdn¨n
sNdpXmtWm hepXmtWm...?..."
AtXmsS Fsâ kÀh\nb{´Whpw t]mbn. A\§ns¡mncp¶ Fsâ enwKw
hSnt]msebmbn. apnsâ apg GS¯nbnÂ \n¶pw adím³ Rm³ ]mSps]«p. apt¼m«p
Ip\nªv XÅnbncp¶p.
" GS¯osSbm.. hepXv.. shey CÍent]msebtÃ s]m§n \n¡pt¶... NndsIms¡ \Ã
hmgt¸mtfsS I\am..."
" NndtIm...?..."
" B.. AXnsâ FSív sNhn t]mse \n¡p¶ntÃ...."
" l..l..l.. l.. AtXm...?.." GS¯n Nncn¨p sImp tNmZn¨p.
" hntÃ¨osS shdpw ISemkp t]msebm..."
" \o sImÅmatÃmSm... Ct{Xsams¡ hniZambn«p ]cntim[nt¨m R§tSXnÂ.. Mm AXp
t]ms«... AhfpsS Ipdn¨ntbÂ tcmaw Hmcpt¶m..."
" Hmcpt¶mt¶m... ImSp t]msebtÃ.. \n¡pt¶... "
" \osbhnsSms¡ X¸n t\m¡n...?..."
" FÃmS¯pw... X¸n... It´ htc... `b¦c aWmcp¶p... Ipfn¡m¯sImmcnípw....."
" AsX\níp a\Ênembn..... IgpIm³ ]Án¡mW¯nÃmcnípw.... \nsâ Ibv Rm\pw
aW¯XtÃ.."
" C¸w \mÁw t]mbn...... t\m¡nt¡...." Rm³ Fsâ Ibv aW¯n«p ]dªp. ]ns¶
GS¯nbpsS aq¡n\p t\tc sImp sN¶p. GS¯n B Ibv X«n amÁn.
" sImpt]m.. F\níp aW¡, hÃ AhfpamcptSw aq{X¡pgosS aWw......F¶mepw,
C{Xsbms¡ sNbvXn«pw Ahfp \ns¶ No¯ hnfn¡msX kln¨psISt¶m....."
" h¿m¯Xp sImtÃ... ]nt¶ hntÃ¨nív Ft¶ ]t Cãm......"
" AsX§s\ s\\¡dnbmw..?.."
" Ft¶ IShnÂ sh¨v F¶pw FÃmw ImWn¡phmcp¶p.... tkm¸p tXíp¼gpw
...tXmÀ¯p¼gpw Hs¡...."
" A¼Sm IÅm... shdptXbÃ \o F¶pw IShnÂ sN¶p hmbnt\m¡n\n¶p
shÅand¡p¶Xv.....A¸w CsXms¡ In«v s\\s¡m¶pw tXm¶¯ntÃ....?.."
" tXm¶pw....At¶cw...."
GS¯n Acn IÃnteíp hmcnbn«psImp tNmZn¨p.
" At¶cw F´p ]Ápw..."
" H¶pw ]Á¯nÃ... ChnsS h¶nt«m AsÃ¦nÂ ssIX¡m«nsâtS sht¨m...
ssIhmWaSn¨v Itfw...." Rm³ H¶p N½ns¡mp ]dªp.
" Fsâ tamt\... shdptX BtcmKyw IfbtÃ... F\n¡dnbmw ]ntÅcp enwKt¯ ]nSn¨p
cknípsa¶v..."
" AÃmsX thsd hgnbnÃtÃm..."
" Hcp Imcyw tNmZn¡m³ ad¶p.....F\nín«v ISn In«nb Imcyw \o AhÄsS sNhotem«v
HmXns¡mSp¯nÃtÃm AtÃ...."
" Gbv... Rm\{X a\mtWm.. GS¯nbt½.... Rm³ HcpIme¯pw ]db¯nÃ..."
" Mm... Hcníepw ]dbtÃ.. tamt\... \ap¡p cp t]À¡pw \mWt¡SmtW..
HmÀt¯mtW....."
" AsX\n¡dnbmw..."
" ]ns¶... F\n¡n¯ncn acp¶nSn¨p Xcmthm... F\nípw AhnsS \ocpw ISosamv....."
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" AXns\´m... GS¯nív.. Rm³ tX¨p XcmtÃm...."
" AXp th... B ]qXn a\Ên sh¨maXn... \nt¶mSn\n Hfn¡ms\m¶pw CÃm¯Xp
sImv Ct{Xw sXmd¶p tNmZns¨t¶ DÅp..."
" F¦nÂ th... C¶pw \mtfw Xcmw... hntÃ¨nív \mtfw s]c«Ww... \Ã \ocmcp¶p..."
GS¯ntb Hfn¨v acp¶v F§s\ Dm¡pw Ft¶mÀ¯v hnjan¡bm{bp¶p Rm³.
Ct¸mÄ kÀhawKfw.
" Blm.. \obmtWm.. Acnbm«pt¶.. F´p ]ÁnsbSm...C¶p Im¡ ae¶p ]d¡patÃm..."
hmXnÂ¸SnbnÂ h¶p \n¶ A½ ]dªp.
" H¶panÃt½... Rm\cím³ sXmS§o¸w hmkp¡p«³ ]dªp... Ac¨p Xcm¶v... Ah³
\Ãh\m...."
" Mqw..Mqw... ]Ån¡qSw AS¨m¸ns¶ Xn¶m\ÃmsX ho«n¡mW¯nÃnht\...
\osb´dnªp.... Ifn Xs¶ Ifn...]ns¶ Ducp sXepw..." A½ AIt¯íp t]mbn.
F\nsímcp kt´mjw. Ft¶¸Án GS¯n Hcp \Ã hm¡p ]dªtÃm.
" AÃt½, hmkq«³ \Ãh\m... FÃmcpw IqsS ]dªp ]dªv Aht\ No¯ym¡phm...
AtÃ hmkq«m...." Rms\m¶p Nncn¨p. GS¯n Fs¶ H¶p I®S¨p ImWn¨p.
" F¶m Dgp¶p Rm\ct¨mfmw... hmkq«³ Fgpt¶tÁm..."
Rms\gpt¶Áp. At¸mÄ Fsâ apnsâ ap¼nÂ AÀshbdn\It¯ apg
GS¯nbpsS I®nÂs]«p. Rm³ AXp s]m¯n¸nSním³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ AhÀ
hms]m¯n Nncn¨p. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" CXv BdnÂ¡qSpXsemtÃmSm... aÁptÅmcpsS tZl¯p X«msX sImp \S¡tW..."
Fsâ sXmenbpcnbp¶Xp t]mse.
" kmcansÃSm...\mWn¡... F\n¡dnbmw B¼nÅmtc..."
" F¶m Rm³ t]mbn acp¶p ]dnís«..." Rm\hnsS \n¶pw c£s]«p.

G«¯nb½ - - 5

sshIpt¶cw GS¯n IpfnapdnbnÂ tIdnbt¸mÄ apXÂ Rm³ GS¯nbpsS apdnbnÂ
tIdn Imhencn¸mbn. Hcp sNdnb Aepan\nbw ]m{X¯nÂ Ie¡nb acp¶pambn Rm³
Ahtc Im¯ncp¶p. IpfnIgnªv AhÀ h¶t¸mÄ Rm³ AhcpsS I«nenÂ Imem«n
ckn¨ncníp¶p
" F´m hmkq«m ]XnhnÃmsX ChnsS... C¶p Iept¦sem¶pw sXm³ t]mbntÃ..."
" l.. CsX´p Iq¯v...acp¶p thW¶v GS¯nb½btÃ ]dªXv... tZ acp¶p sdUn....."
" Hm, AXp sicn....Hcp an\n«v, Rm³ Cu thjw H¶p amdt« ... FÃmw Cud\m... "
Rm³ Ahtc Xt¶ t\m¡nbncp¶p. GS¯n AbbnÂ \n¶pw apsSp¯p. ]ns¶
Aeamc Xpd¶v »uskSp¯p, ]ns¶ {_mbpsaSp¯p. F\níp ]pdwXncnªp\n¶v,
»uknsâ lp¡pIsfSp¡m³ XpS§n. s]s«¶p \nÀ¯n tNmZn¨p.
" AÃ.. hmkq«m... \osb´n\m Rm³ XpWn amdps¶S¯p t\m¡n \nÂ¡pt¶...
s]mdt¯sím¶nd§ntí..."
" Rms\m¶pw t\m¡p¶nÃ.. AtÃ¯t¶ ]pXpXmbn C\nsb¶m ImWm\m... AtÃÂ Hcp
Imcyw sN¿mw... Rm³ acp¶p ]pc«n¯¶n«v s]mtímfmw.... kvYm\¯p Xt¶ ]pc«Ww...
CsÃ¦nÂ D]tbmKanÃ..."
" Hm ]nt¶... \o s]mc«nbnsÃ¦nÂ D]tbmKanÃ... C§p Xt¶¨p t]mSm... i¸³... hmbn
t\m¡n \S¡p¶p....."
AhÀ h¶v Fsâ I¿nencp¶ acp¶p]m{Xw ]nSn¨p hm§n. ]nt¶ Ft¶ XÅnbnd¡n
hmXneS¨p.
hnhcanÃm¯ cm£kn, Rms\m¶p Iq¶p sh¨v CX§p tXªp t]mIpthm. B..
F´msW¶p sh¨m ImWn¡s«. Rm³ ]nt¶ AtX¸Án Nn´ním³ t]mbnÃ.

t\cw shfp¯t¸mÄ GS¯nbpsS apJw IS¶Â Ip¯nbXpt]mepv. tN«\pw AO\pw
ISbnteíp ]pds¸« DSt\ Ft¶ ]nSn¨v apdnbnteíp sImp t]mbn.
" FSm.. \o F´p Ip{´mamSm F\níc¨p X¶Xv... AXp s]c«n sIS¶n«v F\níp
sNmdn¨nep kln¡m³ taemcp¶p. C¸w tXs \nsâ tN«\pw sNmdnªv sNmdnªm
t]mbncn¡tW..."
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" At¿m.... Rm³ {]tXyIw H¶pw sNbvXnÃ... AtX CeIfp X¶ym ]dnt¨... AÃm.. Hcp
an\n«v... AXnÂ Hcp Ce kwibsammcp¶p.... A¸w, C\n AXp ]Á¯nÃ..." Rm³
IbvsImsmcp IW¡p Iq«n.
" A¸w \o Fsâ atÁS¯m sNc ]Tn¨Xv AtÃSm.. sshZytc... \ns¶ Rm³... "
GS¯n apJw Npcp«n Fsâ apJ¯nSním³ It¿m§n.
" At¿m... " Rm³ I®S¨p \nehnfn¨p.
" t]mSm Fd§n... C\n Cu apdoÂ Ip t]mIcpXv... " AhÀ Fs¶ ]nSn¨p XÅn.
hmXnÂ¡se¯nbs¸mÄ Rms\mcp kwibw tNmZn¨p.
" GS¯o... Rm³ s]c«m³ X¶Xv GS¯nítÃ... A¸¸ns¶... tN«s\§\m
sNmdnbpt¶.... Ft´m Hcp s]iIptÃm..." Rm³ Nn´n¨p.
" Ahsâ HSp¡t¯ Hcp kwitbmw s]iIpw... " AhÀ Fs¶ XÅn shfnbnem¡n
hmXneS¨p. ]ns¶bpw F\níp kwibw. Rm³ hopw hmXnenÂ X«n.
" F´mSm.. C\ow thXv...?.."
" H¶pw th... Rm³ s]c«m³ X¶Xv GS¯nív.... A¸w G«sâ FhnsSbm...
sNmdn¨nÂ h¶Xv.... tN«t\ A« ISn¨nÃtÃm... "
" \nsâ... \nsâ...Rm³ tN«sâ atÁS v̄ s]c«ns¡mSp¯p.... aXntbm... Fâoizcm... Cu
\ioIcWw ... "
" s]c«ns¡mSpt¯m...? A¸w ...tN«sâ FhnsSbm A« ISnt¨..." ]ns¶bpw F\níp
kwibw.
" FSm... \nsâ tN«sâ A«bm C¶se Fs¶ ISnt¨.. aXntbm... H¶p t]mSm AhnSp¶v...
tlm... C§s\bpaptm amcW§fv..."
GS¯n hmXnÂ sIm«nbS¨p. Rms\m¶p Xocpam\n¨p. CXv Nn´n¨v Ip]nSníWw.
Rm³ acp¶p sImSp¯p. G«¯n ]pc«n, tN«³ sNmdnªp. F´Â`pXw. AXpaÃ,
tN«sâ A« GS¯ntb ISn¨p, At¸m GS¯n sNmdnªp, At¶cw tN«\p
sNmdnªtXm? B, Ft´m BIs«. ]ns¶ Nn´nímw. Ct¸mÄ hntÃ¨níp
acp¶pm¡Ww. F¸gm hnfn¡pI F¶dnbnÃ. GXmbmepw B sNmdnª Ce tht
th. Rm³ ]d¼nteínd§n.
Rm³ acps¶Ãmw ]dn¨v Xbmdm¡nsh¨psImv Im¯ncp¶p. cmhnse sXdn
In«nbXpsImv GS¯nbpsS ap¶nÂ sN¶p s]«nÃ. F¶mepw, sNmdn¨nÂ ]Icptam.
CSíp Rm³ Nn´n¨psImncp¶p. thenbcpInÂ t]mbn shdptX t\m¡pw. CSív
GS¯n H¶pcp {]mhiyw Ft¶ t\m¡nbt¸mÄ Rm³ H¶pcp I¼pIÄ Cf¡n
sh¨p. ]ns¶ Dd¸n¨p.
Hcp ]¯paWn Ignªt¸mÄ hniz³, hnemkn\nbpsS A\nb³, then¡cnInÂ h¶p
]dªp.
" hmkpth«s\ hntÃ¨n hnfníp¶p... "
" F\n¡n¸w t\cansÃ¶p ]d...." A§s\ ]dªXnsâ ImcWw, At¸mÄ GS¯n
ASp¡f hmXnÂ¡Â.
" Ft´m AXymhiyamsW¶p ]dªp...."
" \o s]mtímfq.... Rm³ ht¶¡mw..." Rm³ HmSn Fsâ apdnbnÂ \n¶pw acps¶Sp v̄
Xn®bnÂ h¶t¸mÄ ap¼nÂ GS¯n.
" acp¶p sImSp¡m³ t]mIphm...?.."
" Mqw..."
" AhfpsS atÁShpw sNmdoím³ t]mIphmtWm..."
" Mq lpw... B Fe CXnÂ CÃ... F\nsímc_²w ]ÁoXm... "
" A¼Sm... hÃ AhfpamÀ¡pw Hm¡nb¸w... Hc_t²mw ]ÁoÃ... sNÃp sNÃv...
sImv I¿nt«¨p hm... F¶n«v sIWÁnte apgph³ shtÅmw tImcn IgpInbmepw
\mÁw t]mI¯nÃ... "
" Fsâ It¿etÃ.. \mÁw.. GS¯nsí´m...? " Rm³ ]Xps¡ ]ndp]ndp¯p.
" F´m ]dtª... Hcp Imcyw ]dtª¡mw... IeymWw Igním¯ s]®m...
hbÁnsemm¡m³ \o apgph³ thtWm¶nÃ.... Rms\s´¦nepw ]dªm... acptamfp
A\nbt\ ]Án AhcmXw ]dªq¶mIpw..."
" Cu GS¯nsí´m... Rm³ acp¶pw sImSpt¯¨n§p t]mcpw... hntÃ¨ntb
Rm\ns¶m¶paÃ ImWpt¶..."
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" B AsX\n¡dnbmw... \o Xs¶btÃ ]dªXv... AhsfÃmw ]t ImWn¨p
Xs¶¶v....sNÃv sNÃv... \nsâsbms¡ \Ã Imew.. Rms\m\padnªntÃ.....FâtOm... "
GS¯n AIt¯íp t]mbn. F\níp hopw Nn´m¡pg¸w. km[mcW
GS¯nb½amcmsW¦nÂ Rm\nt¸mÄ Cu ]cn]mSníp t]mIm³ k½Xní¯nÃ. Chtc
]nSnIn«p¶nÃtÃm. At¸mÄ Ft¶msSmcp sNdnb Cãsams¡ Ds¶p kmcw.
Rm³ hntÃ¨nbpsS ho«nÂ sN¶s¸mÄ hniz³ Xn®bnencp¶v ]¸b¡pgÂ sImp
]o¸n Dm¡p¶p.
" G¨n F´ntbSm..."
" AI v̄ sISs¸mv..... "
" Rm³ tN¨ntbmSv HcXymhiyw ]dªn«v hcmw... \o ChnsS¯t¶ Ccpt¶mWw... Cu
acp¶p sImSp¡m\m..."
" AtX¨n Ft¶mSp ]dªns«mv.. s\Ãp tImgn Xn¶msX t\m¡m³..."
At¸mgmWp Rm³ IXv, apÁ¯nsâ aqebnÂ Ipd¨p s\Ãv DW§m\n«ncníp¶Xv.
" F¶m \o ChnSncn..."
ap³hit¯ hmXnÂ Xpd¶p InS¡p¶p. Rm³ AIt¯íp Ibdn AXS¨p. ]nt¶
]pdInte G¨nbpsS apdnbnteíp Ibdn hmXnÂ `{Zambn AS¨p. ASp¡fbnteípÅ
hmXnÂ AS¨p, AXv tNÀ¶Sbp¶nÃ. Bsc¦nepw ASp¡fbnÂ tIdnbmÂ R§tf
ImWmw. Fs¶ t\m¡n G¨n lrZyamsbm¶p Nncn¨p.
" CsX´m tN¨o Cu IXIv tNcp¶nÃtÃm...."
" Hm, AXhsSs¡S¡s«... AtÃ¯s¶ ChnsS C¸w Bcp hcm\m...."
" A½sbhnsS..?.."
" ]mS¯v t]m¨ sN¯m³ t]mbn..."
" hniz³...?..."
" Ah\hnsS Ccpt¶mfpw .. tImgnsb HmSn¡m³ ]dªncníbm..."
Rm³ G¨nbpsS IqsS I«nenÂ Ccp¶p.
" C¸w F§t\v...?..."
" kpJmbn... thZ\sbm¶panÃ.... ]ns¶ Rm\§p sIS¡pIm... awKtfmw hmbn¨v..."
" A¸w C¶p acp¶v tht..." Rm³ Hcp \ncmitbmsS tNmZn¨p.
" thWw thWw... shjw HtÂ aptgzm\pw s]mtíms«..."
" F¶m G¨n sISt¶m.. Rm³ s]mc«n¯cmw..."
" C¶et¯ t]mse t\mhn¡tÃSm...."
" ]gps¸mtÂ C¯ncn thZ\nípw... sN¿p¼w \tÃmWw sN¿Ww..." Rm³ Hcp
tUmÎdpsS KabnÂ ]dªp.
" Hct¸m¯n¡ncn h¶ncníp¶p...." AhÄ IpWp§n¨ncn¨p. ]ns¶ Nmcnbncp¶ XebnW
amÁn I«nenÂ \op \nhÀ¶p InS¶n«v, ]mhmS XpShtc s]m¡n. ]ns¶ aSn¨p aSn¨p
\nÂ¡p¶p. Fsâ {lZbw {IamXoXambn anSním³ XpS§n. C¶et¯ t]msebÃ.
Cs¶mcp Abª A´co£w.
" s]m¡v..." Rm\mhiys¸«p.
" CXv t]mtc...?.."
" AsX§s\bm... apdnhnhnsSbÃtÃm... "
" F¶m \o s]m¡v... F\níp h¿... \mWmIp¶p..."
" At¿, Cu G¨n..."
Rm³ ]m{Xw I«nen\cnInÂ sh¨n«v ]mhmS tatem«p hen¨p s]m¡n Acsím¸w sh¨p.
G¨n I®S¨psImv Ihs¡SbnÂ ]mhmS Iq«n AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨p. F\níp XpSIÄ
am{Xta ImW¯pÅp. apdnhpw NpÁns¡«nb XpWnbpsams¡ ImWmw. ]t£ F\níXp
t]mctÃm. Rm³ _eambn s]m¯n¸nSn¨ncp¶ IbvamÁn. G¨n A\pkcn¨p. Ibv FSp v̄
hbÁ¯p sh¨p InS¶p. atÁ Ibv Xeíp Iotg sh¨p. At¸mÄ G¨nbpsS I£w
hnbÀ v̄ \\ªncníp¶ ]mSv Ip.
" G¨osS I£w shbÀ¯tÃm...."
Rms\m¶p aW¯p t\m¡n, Np½msX, A§s\ tXm¶n. F\ním aWw Cãs¸«p. Fsâ
taemkIew s]cp¯p tIdp¶ t]mse. apn\SnbnÂ Hcnf¡w.
" C¸w Ipfnt¨bpÅp. F¶n«pw... shbÀ¯p.... Fs´mcp NqSm..."
" \ocp t]mtbm¶p t\m¡s«. C¶et¯ t]mse sISt¶ ... Hcp Imep s]m¡n h¨v...."
AhÄ Hcp ImÂ aS¡nsh¨p InS¶p. Rm³ ]mhmS s]m¡n hbÁt¯ív tIÁn sh¨p.

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t



F¶n«v Hcp ho£Ww \S¯n. Fsâ Acs¡«nÂ Hcp sImÅnbm³ an¶n. Fsâ hmbnÂ
shÅw hÁn. Fsâ ap¼nÂ hntÃ¨nbpsS tcma¸qdnXm hnSÀ¶v Idp¯v hnIkn¨v
InS¡p¶p. FÃmw \Ã `wKnbmbn ImWmw. apIfnte ssaXm\¯n\p XpSn¸nsÃ¦nepw \Ã
tKmX¼nsâ \ndw. Xmtgíp hoXnIpdªp tNcp¶ `mKw XSn¨v XÅn \nÂ¡p¶p. B
`mK¯n\p \Ã Ccpfna. Idp¯I¶ ]pdwNppIÄ¡nSbnÂ tImgn¸qhsâ hnidn¸q
t]mse, AcnIpIÄ Idp¯ cnXfpIÄ H«n¸nSn¨p InS¡p¶p. AXn\p apIfnÂ H¶pw
hyàaÃ, sNdnb Hcp Npfnhp am{Xw. Aåw apIfnÂ G¨nbpsS tdmkv\nd¯nepÅ
I´mbncnípw, hc¼p t]mse \op InS¡p¶p, sNdpXmsW¦nepw Hcp Ipfb«t]mse.
AhnSp¶panhnSp¶pw tcma§fpsS AÁ§Ä Npcpv B \\ª ]qÀ¨menÂ
Xesbm«n¡nS¡p¶p. Ct¸mÄ IqXns¸m«pw \Ã hyàw, NpÁnepw NnXdnb sIm¨p
tcma§Ä. Rm\Xp t\m¡n Ccp¶pt]mbn. Fsâ apn\pÅnÂ \Ã Ne\w.
" \oscmtmSm C¸w...?.."
" tM..." Rm³ sR«n.
" \osb´p t\m¡ncn¡phm... Fsâ Ipdn¨n I¸w t_mt[mw t]mtbm..?.." G¨nbpsS
kzc¯nÂ Hcp ]cnlmkw t]mse. At¸mÄ G¨n AdnªpsImv sIS¶p X¶Xm,
AtÃ.
" Agn¨p t\m¡s«..."
Rm³ sasÃ XpWnbpsS sI«gn¨p. \ocp \ntÈjw henªncníp¶p. At¸mgmWp Rm³
{i²n¨Xv. HcnS¯pw Rm³ C¶se ]pc«nb acp¶nÃ.
" BtcmSp tNmZnt¨¨m acp¶p IgpIn¡fªXv..." tNmZnípt¼mgpw Fsâ I®v
G¨nbpsS hnSÀ¶pInS¡p¶ ]qÁnembncp¶p. AXnsâ AcnInÂ Rm³ C¶se acp¶p
tX¨Xmbncp¶p. Ct¸mÄ \Ã aª\ndw ImtWXmbncp¶p. ]Icw AhnsS \\hnsâ
Hcp Xnf¡w ]IÂ shfn¨¯nÂ ImWmw.
" siSm... Fsâ tZlw IgpIm³ F\níp hÃht\mSpw tNmZnítWm....."
" A¸w IgpIn CtÃ..."
" C¶se \o ]dªntÃ aWsams¶pw IgpIW¶pw Hs¡... AtXmm... "
" A¸w..... F\níp thnbmtWm... G¨n CXp IgpInbXv... ?.." hndbmÀ¶ iÐ¯nÂ
Rm³ tNmZn¨p t]mbn.
" AtXSm... hmkp¡p«m....." AtX iÐ¯nÂ adp]Snbpw h¶p.
" Rms\m¶p sXm«p t\mtímt« G¨o... " hndíp¶ kzc¯nÂ hopw Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" sXmt«m aWt¯m t\m¡ntím, Fsâ hmkq«\tÃ..." G¨nbpsS iÐhpw hopw
hndíp¶p.
Rm\m apIfnse ssaXm\t¯ ]pÂ¸c¸nÂ sasÃ H¶p XShn. G¨n Acs¡«v
sNdpXmsbm¶\¡n I®S¨p InS¶p.
" G¨n F´m Cu apSn sh«nímt¯...." Rm³ tNmZn¨p. Fsâ a\ÊnÂ GS¯nb½bpsS
kmam\t¯Â I ]sÁ sh«nb tcma§fmbncp¶p.
" FSm aqtk... AhnS¯v apSn Bscsb¦nepw ImWn¡m³ ]ÁpthmSm... ]n¶tÃ
sh«níp¶Xv...."
" F¦nÂ Rm³ hSn¨p Xcmw... G¨osS Ipdn¨ntb apSnbnÃm¯Xm ImWm³ ckw..."
" AsXm¶pw th.. AXhnsSbncpt¶ms«..."
" F¶mepw..."
" AXv ]ns¶bms«...\o thKw acp¶v tXíSm... Ip«m....... A½ C¸w hcpw..."
" Mpw..."
]ns¶ Rm³ B Xpd¶p InS¡p¶ Acpa¸qdnsâ ASn`mK v̄ DÄZf§fpsS AcnInÂ
H¶p sXm«ptXmn. At¸mÄ G¨n C¡nfn t]mse H¶\§n. Rms\sâ B hncsem¶p
aW¯p. eIvkv tkm¸nsâ aWw. Fsâ Ic§Ä AdnbmsX B Icn¦qhf¸qdnsâ
Zf§fnse¯n, cp IbvsImpw Rm³ B Ccp Zf§Ä AI¯n. \Ã ISpw
tdmkv\nd¯nÂ \\ªncníp¶ ]qdnsâ DÄ`mKw Rm\mZyambn Ip. Fsâ icocw
hnd¨p. Ip® I¼nbmbn. Ip\nªv Rm\m sN¼I¸qhnsâ DÄ`mK¯v Fsâ aq¡p
ap«n¨p. tkm¸nsâbpw ]ns¶ thsd F´nsâbpw ]ns¶ ]gInb aq{X¯nsâbpw
IqSnbpÅ hmk\. CXmbncnípw s]®p§fpsS apÅps¶St¯ hmk\. Fs¶¶pw
HmÀ½n¡ms\¶ t]mse Rm\m KÔw DÅnteíp hen¨p tIÁn.
" G¨o.. IgpIo«pw aq{X¯nsâ aWw t]mbn«nÃ...."
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" AX§s\bm tams\... ]qSsbmÅXpsImmSm...... Ipdn¨níXp thWsaSm... CsÃ¦nÂ
AsX§s\bmSm... Ipdn¨nbmIps¶...."
" F¶mepw F\n¡nãm... Fsâ hntÃ¨osS Hmmmmma\¡pdn¨n...."
" aq¡ntem«p hen¨p tIÁphmtWmSm Fsâ Ipdn¨osS hmk\....?..."G¨n kvt\lt¯msS
tNmZníp¶p.
s]s«¶v, HcpÄt{]cWbmse¶ t]mse Fsâ \m¡v AXneaÀ¶p.
" \o F´p sN¿m³...t]mIp...hmSm... " G¨n Hcp ImÂ DbÀ¯ns¡mp hndíp¶
iÐ¯nÂ tNmZn¨p.
" Rm\ntXsem¶p \¡nt¡mt«... ?.. Ftâ¨o.... F\n¡nX§p ISn¨p Xn¶m³
tXm¶phm....."
" \¡nt¡m FÃmS¯pw... \¡nt¡m... ]Ãp sImÅmsX ISn¨p Xnt¶m... sâ
hmkq«m........"
" Mqlpw.."
G¨n Hcp ZoÀL\nizmkt¯msS ImepIÄ Iptd¡qSn AI¯n¡nS¶p. F¶ns«mcp
IbvsImv apebpsS apIfnÂ Xncp½m³ XpS§n. atÁ Ibv\o«n cp hncepIÄ sImv
Ipdn¨nbpsS cp hi¯pw ]nSn¨I¯nsh¨p. Aåw hnSÀs¶¦nepw kv{]n§pt]mse
AXnsâ apIÄ`mKw hopw ASp¯pIqSn. anTmbn \¡p¶ t]mse Rm³ \¡m³
XpS§n. ISn¨pXn¶ms\mcp Xo{hamb tamlw. FhnsS ISnípw F§s\ ISnípw. Fsâ
\mhnÂ t\cnb D¸pckw. H«p¶ Hcp {ZmhIw FÃmbnS¯p \n¶pw ]\¨p hcp¶p.
CsXmcp s]®nsâ, AXpw hntÃ¨nbpsS, F¶pw Rm³ ASp¯p ImWm³ tamln¨n«pÅ,
Ipdn¨nbmWtÃm F¶ t_m[w Ft¶ IqSpXÂ IqSpXÂ \¡m³ t{]cn¸n¨p. CXnsâ
Idp¸pOmbbpw a\ÊntemÀ v̄ F{X hmWaSn¨Xm. Rm³ Ft¶¯t¶ ad¶v B
Ipdn¨nbpsS DÅnÂ \mt¡mSn¨p. \¡pwtXmdpw AXnÂ\n¶pw IqSpXÂ IqSpXÂ aZPew
Dudnhcm³ XpS§n.
" G¨o... CXo¶v ]i t]mse HgpIpImWsÃm... Xq¯p ItftWm.....?.."
" thSm... F{X Xq¯mepw.... AXn¸w... \n¡¯nsÃSm.... iv iv iv iv iv ...." F¶n«v G¨n
kpJw aq¯t]mse InS¶v Rc§n.
" CsXt´m¶m G¨o... Cu HgpIn hcp¶Xv..... aq{XmtWm.....?.."
" AXmSm... R§sS ......Ipdn¨osS tX³... C¸w.. \Ã kpJw... Mqw... \o...\¡n¡pSnív.."
G¨n Fsâ XebnÂ ]nSn¨v ]qÁnteíaÀ¯n ]nSn¨p. Fsâ aq¡pw \m¡pw Nppw
FÃmw G¨nbpsS ]qÁnÂ \ns¶mgpInb tbm\nt¯\nÂ Ipfn¨p. CSív Rms\m¶p
{i²n¨p. apIfnÂ I´nsâ ASp¯p t]mIpt¼mÄ G¨n Fsâ Xe IqSpXÂ AhnsS
AaÀ¯n¸nSníp¶p. XebpbÀ¯n, hncÂ sImv I´nÂ sXm«v Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" G¨n.. CXmtWm.. G¨osS I´v... "
" \o ......CtX htc...... I´.v...... In«ntÃ..."
" Mqlpw..."
" CXmSm.........Fsâ ......hmkq«m... R§sS I´v...."
" AtXÂ \¡nbm G¨nív t\mIpthm..."
" CÃ tamt\... \o \Ãt]mse ...... AaÀ¯n \¡v... CsÃ¦nÂ ......NppsImv
......aq©ntí... G¨níp \Ã ckmSm... \o AtXÂ...... sXmSp¼w... ]Ãp ......sImÅtÃSm.."
Rm³ BZyambn Hcp I´p aq©m³ {ian¨p. ]t£ shfp¯pÅnbpsS
AÃnt]mencníp¶ B sNdnb km[\w NpnÂ In«p¶nÃ, sX¶nsX¶nt]mIp¶p.
At¸mÄ GS¯nbpsS Ipfb«I´v Fsâ I×p¶nÂ HmSnsb¯n. AXmbncps¶¦nÂ hm
\nd¨pw Du¼ns¡mSp¡mambncp¶p.
" G¨o... CXv aq©m\pw am{Xw CÃ....."
" F¶m \o ......\¡nbm aXnsbSm tamt\....thKw......"
G¨n {]mhp IpdpIp¶Xp t]mse ]dªp. Rm³ AXnÂ ]q¨ \¡p¶Xp t]mse \¡m³
XpS§n. CSív Rm\dnbmsX Fsâ Ip®bnÂ ]nSn¨p hmWaSn¡m\pw XpS§n.. G¨n
sasÃ Dcpfm³ XpS§n. »ukn\p apIfnÂ IqSn Xsâ sNdpapeIfnÂ ]nSn¨v AaÀ¯n.
\¡Â aq¯t¸mÄ F\níp ckw tIdn. Fsâ {]hr¯nIfnÂ G¨n kpJníp¶Xp
It¸mÄ Rms\Ãmw ad¶p. Fsâ Ip®bpw apn\SnbnÂ \n¶p sh«nbnfIn. B
tcma¸qdnsâ FÃmbnShpw Rm³ \¡n¯pS¨p. CfInhcp¶ aZPe¯nsâ ]p¯³ aWw
Fsâ kncItf D±o]n¸n¨p. G¨nbpsS ]qÀ¨mensâ Xmsg IqXníp apIfnepÅ sNdnb
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`mKw henªp \n¶p. Rm³ AhnsS sasÃ H¶p ISn¨p. AhnsS \n¶ A©mdp
sNdptcma§Ä Fsâ hmbnÂ XSªp.
" lm... Fât½... lmhq"
Fs¶mcp iÐw G¨nbpsS sXmbnÂ \n¶pw ]pds¸«p. Npcp§n¡nS¡p¶ B sNdnb
IqXns¸m«nepw Rm³ Fsâ \mt¡mSn¨p. AhnsS \mÁw ImWpsat¶m AXp Xqdp¶
kvYeamsWt¶m H¶pw Rm\t¸mtgmÀ¯nÃ. Hcp bphXnbpsS clky`mK§fnemWtÃm
Rm³ Xebn«p \¡p¶Xv F¶ HmÀ½ F\níp Dt¯P\w \ÂIns¡mncp¶p. Rm\m
Ih¡nSbnÂ apJan«pcp«n. H¶pw In«mXmbt¸mÄ Rm³ B ]qÀ¨ppIÄ hmbnÂ
ISns¨Sp¯p Du¼n. CSív Rm³ aWn¸qdnsâ hnShn\It¯ív Hcp hncÂ IbÁm³
{ian¨p.
" thm...tamt\.. th... shcenS... F\níp t\mIpw... \¡nbm aXnsbSm...hmkq«m..."
G¨n \nehnfníp¶ t]mse ]dªp.
Rm\m {iaw Dt]£n¨p. B Ipªn¸qdp \¡n¡pSníp¶Xn\nSíp Rm³ G¨nbpsS
apeIfnÂ H¶p ]nSním³ t\m¡n. cpw IqSn A{X Ffp¸aÃ.
" hmkq«m... F\níp hcps¶Sm... H¶p thKw \s¡Sm.. It´Â... Aas¡Sm... \o...
\Ãh\mSm... Fsâ s]m¶p hmkp¡p«m...MvMvMvMv.... At¿m.....iv iv iv iv iv iv iv....."
G¨n Fcnhnsâ iÐ¯nÂ NoÁns¡mv hfªp ]pfªp. Fsâ Xe Ih¡nSbnÂ
AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨p sImv H¶p aqcn\nhÀ¶p. F\níp izmkw ap«nsb¶p ]dbmw. Fsâ
apJw AaÀ¶ncníp¶ B ]qdnsâbI¯v Hcp ]nSbÂ, ]ns¶ Hcp hndbÂ. ]pfn
ImWpt¼mÄ hmbnÂ shÅw \ndªp hcp¶Xp amXncn NqSp ]ibpsS Hcp {]hmlw.
AsXsâ apJw apgph³ \ndªp. ImepIsfSp v̄ Fsâ apXpInÂsh¨v G¨n Fsâ Xe
Hcp\nanjt\ct¯ív B Ih¡q«nÂ AaÀ¯n sh¨p. G¨nbpsS Ibv Abªt¸mÄ
Rm³ hopw \¡m³ XpS§n. AhÄ DSt\ Fsâ Xe ]nSn¨p s]m¡n.
" th Ip«m...aXn ...G¨níp aXnbmbn... tlm,...... \o sImÅmsaSm... s]®p§fpsS
Ipdn¨n Xn¶m³ \o anSp¡\m..."
" G¨níp shÅw ht¶m...."
" hs¶Sm... Xs¶¯m³ shcenSp¶Xnepw kpJmcp¶p...."
AhÄ InX¨psImp ]dªp. Rm³ NmSn Fgpt¶Áp.
" G¨o F\níp ]mep h¶nÃ... F\ns¡m¶p Ifním³ Xcmthm... "
" AXp thsSm... sImg¸amIpw... \nÃv ...s\\¡v Rm³ ]nSn¨p Xcmw....hm..."
G¨n Fgpt¶Áv ImepIÄ \o«n Ih¨ncp¶p. Rm³ Fgpt¶Áv G¨nbpsS ap¼nÂ Fsâ
hndíp¶ Ip® ImWn¨p \n¶p.
" \nsâ km[\w Ct{Xw hepXmtWmSm...Rm³ ImWp¼w....C¨ntc HÅmcp¶tÃmSm"
" F¶m AXnt\¨n Fsâ ]dn IXv..?.."
" \½Ä C¶mfp ]qfíp sIfím³ t]mb¸w \o \o«n¸nSn¨p apÅm³ \n¶¸w....A¶nt{Xw
CÃmcp¶p..... "
G¨n Ahs\ sam¯¯nÂ ]nSns¨m¶p XShn. Ah³ ew_ambn \n¶v XpÅns¯dn¨p.
F\níp \Ã kpJw. Rm³ Acs¡«v apt¶m«p XÅn¸nSn¨v Ahsâ HÁ¡®v G¨nbpsS
NpnÂ ap«n¨p.
" Ftâ¨o.. thKw Cht\ H¶p Xnt¶..." Rm³ AXv G¨osS hmbnteíp XÅn. G¨n
Ahsâ HÁ¡®nÂ H¶p \m¡p ap«n¨p. AhnsS XÅnh¶ Hcp XpÅn ck\ocv AhÄ
\m¡nseSp¯p cpNn¨p. F¶n«v apJw Npfn¨p.
" C¸w th...Rm³ ]ns¶mcokw Xn¶mw.... CsXsâ hmbnepw sImÅ¯nÃ..."
" F¶m thKw hmWaSn¨p Xm...."
" Mm AXp sN¿mw.. Fsâ hmkp¡p«\tÃ...."
" G¨n...Cu... ]dbp¶tX...Åp... F¶mepw Xn¶p¶nÃtÃm... Rm³ G¨osS Ipdn¨n...
H¯ncn Xn¶ntÃ..."
" AXv... F\níp h¶p IgnªXp sImmSm... C¸w... tZ C§s\ ]nSn¨m aXntbm...?.."
G¨n Aht\ ]nSn¨p sR¡m³ XpS§n.
" A§s\bÃ... C§s\..." Rm³ hmWaSn¨p ImWn¨p sImSp¯p. G¨n AXpt]mse
hmWaSním³ XpS§n.
" G¨o... Ipdn¨osS AhS¶v F¨nsc ]isbSp v̄ tX¨n«v ]nSnt¨..."
" sImXnb³... FÃmw thWw..."
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G¨n ]mhmS s]m¡n Ih¡nSbnÂ I¿n«v hmcn. shfns¨® I¿nÂ Iagv¯n tX¨Xp
t]mse Ibv¯ew apgph³ G¨nbpsS tbm\nt¯³. AsXsâ Ip®bnÂ tX¨p. F¶n«v
]mhmS aqSm³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ Rm³ ]dªp.
" aqS... F\níp G¨osS Ipdn¨n ImWWw... AXpw Itmp shÅw hcp¯p¼w \Ã
ckmhpw...""
" FSm ]mep hcp¼w ]dbWw... Fsâ tZl¯m¡cpXv... htÃmcpw ImWpw... "
" Mm... Mm... hcp¼w...Rmw]dbmw..."
Rm³ G¨nbpsS \\sªm«nbncníp¶ ]qS¸qdnÂ t\m¡nbn«p ]dbm³ XpS§n.
" Fsâ F¨osS Ipdn¨ntbÂ F´p ]qSbmtWm.. H¶p s]mf¯n ht¨... .. Fsâ G¨osS
I´v... Fsâ G¨osS... Ipdn¨osS AI v̄v Fs´mcp s\dmtWm... Fsâ G¨osS..."
" FSm hcp¼w ]dbWw.. tIt«m..."
G¨n HmÀ½n¸n¨p. Rm³ hopw G¨osS ]qdnÂ t\m¡ns¡mv Ip® G¨osS
apJt¯mSSp¸n¨p.
" Fsâ G¨otS Ipdn¨n... Fsâ G¨osS I´v... sXcpsXsc ]nSnsísâ G¨o...Mqw... \Ã
tiem....A¿Sm...Fsâ G¨osS Ipªn¡qXn... Fsâ G¨osS..Ip....dn... ¨n...G..sâ..."
" \Ã ctkmtWmSm....." F¶p tNmZn¨v G¨n hmbSípw ap¼v BZys¯ ]mÂ XpÅn
G¨nbpsS hmbnÂ... ]ns¶ G¨nbpsS apJ v̄. ]ns¶ I¿nÂ.
" tÈ... Fsâ hmbntem«m Ah³ NoÁn Hgn¨Xv... ]mep hcp¼w ]dbWw¶p ]dªXm..."
G¨n Ip®bnÂ \n¶pw Is¿Sp¯p. hmbnÂ In«nb ip¢w H¶p \pWªnd¡n. apJ¯p
hoWXv hncÂ sImv XpSs¨Sp¯v ]mhmSbnÂ tX¨p. Rm³ _m¡n IqSn Ibv]nSn¨v
G¨nbpsS »ukntesímgn¨p sImSp¯p.
" l... \osb´p ]WnbmSm C¡mWnt¨..."
" A§p h¶p t]mbn....AXns\´m... G¨n Fsâ samJsam¶p t\m¡nt¡... Fsâ apJw
apgph³ G¨osS Ipdn¨osS ]ibm... C¸w aqt{Xmw aW¡p¶p. IgpInbm t]mIpthm
...Bthm..."
Rm³ I«nenencp¶v Ip® ssIen sImv XpS¨p. ]ns¶ apJhpw XpS¨p. G¨n
lm^vkmcnsImv apJw XpS¨p. ]ns¶ Fs¶ H¶p kq£n¨p t\m¡n.
" \nsâ ]mens\s´mcp¸mSm... tImgnsamt«sS D®osS sNmthw....."
" G¨osS Ipdn¨nív AXnepw D¸m.... G¨níp aXntbm... \ap¡p thtWÂ H¶qsS
Ifnímw..."
" At¿m th th... Ct{Xsams¡ aXn... ". Rm³ G¨ntb H¶p t\m¡n.
Ahsft¶bpw. ]ns¶ Rm³ NmSn sI«nsbmcp ]nSp¯w.
" Fsâ hntÃ¨n... F´p \Ã G¨nbm... \a¡n\n F¶pw C§s\ Ifnímw... "
" F¶pthm... htÃmcpw ImWptIte...?.. \nsâ samJsaÃmw aW¡p¶p..... IgpIn¡f....."
" MqMpw... F\n¡nãm... Cu Ipdn¨osS aWw... G¨osS ]qSsbÃmw tZs
H«n¸nSn¨ncníp¶p... "
Ipdn¨os¶mgpInb tX\m... \o \¡nt¯¨XtÃ... ]ns¶ IgpImw..."
G¨n ]qdnsâ apIfnÂ ]qSbnÂ H¶p XgpInt\m¡nbn«p ]dªp. At¸mgm
Rmt\mÀ¯Xv acp¶nsâ Imcyw. Rm³ ]dªp.
" At¿m acp¶p s]mc«nbnÃ...."
" C\nsb´n\mSm acp¶v.... F\n¡n¸w H«pw thZ\bnsÃSm..."
" A¸w CXn\mcpt¶m hnfn¨Xv..."
" Mqw... " G¨n hnPb`mh¯nÂ Fs¶ t\m¡n ]p©ncn¨p. Fs´mcp kt´mjw B
apJ v̄. Fsâ a\Êp IpfnÀ¯p. Rm³ sImSp¯ kpJ¯nsâ Nncn.
" A§s\bmtWÂ \as¡¶pw acp¶p s]c«mw... "
Rm³ ]dªp. ]ns¶ ]mhmS DbÀ¯n sh¨p. F¶n«v Ipd¨p acps¶Sp v̄ XpSbnÂ
]pc«n. XpWnsbSp¯p sI«n. ]ns¶ H¶qsS Ip\nªv B ]nfÀ¶ncp¶ Ipdn¨nbnÂ
\of¯nÂ \¡n.
" t¿m... th.. aXnsbSm...C¡nfnbmhp¶p.... Fsâ s]m¶p hmkq«³... Ipfn¡ShnÂ
sh¨v FÃmw \nt¶¡mWn¡m³ F\ns¡´nãmcps¶t¶m...." AhÄ Fs¶
sI«n¸nSns¨mcp½ X¶p.
" AXpw It¨v Rm³ F¶pw hmWaSn¡phmcp¶p.... C¸gm Ipimembn«p IXv...."
Rm³ Xncn¨v G¨nípw Hcp½ sImSp¯p. »uknÂ \n¶pw ]mÂ¯pÅnIÄ
Xq¯pIfbpt¼mÄ Rm³ G¨ntbmSp tNmZn¨p.
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" G¨osS samesb´m... Ct{Xw sNdpXmbnt¸mtb... GS¯osS sameIfp shey
sImS§fp amXncnsbmtÃm... ImWp¼w F\níp ]nSn¨v Aa¡m³ tXm¶pw.
Fsâ...Fs´mcp ]d¡pnIfm... ImWp¼w ImWp¼w Fsâ ]dn s]m§pIm..."
" AXp sNeÀ¡§s\bm....."
" F¶m Rms\mcp Imcyw sN¿mw...KtWi³ ]dªXm... sNdnb same sheyXm¡m³...
BWp§fp Ibvhfw sImSp¯m aXn...Rm³ G¨osS samte Ibvhfw sImSp¡mw.."
" Ibvhftam... AsX¶m hfam... "
" Cu G¨n Hcp aqkp X¶ym... G¨o... BWp§fp ]nSn¨p sR¡nbm aXo¶v....
tZ....C§s\..."
Rm³ Hcp apebnÂ ]nSns¨m¶p sR¡n¡mWn¨p sImSp¯p. G¨n amsdm¶p Ip\n¨p
]pdtIm«p henªn«p ]dªp.
" th. ]nSn¡msX... C¡nfnsbSp¡p¶p..."
" AsX´m....C¯ncn apt¼... G¨n Xt¶ cp Ibv sImpw ]nSn¨v sR¡p¶Xv Rm³
IXmWtÃm..."
" FSm AXt¶cw... C¸w ...th...."
Hmtlm, At¸mÄ ISnsbfIp¶ t\c¯p ]nSn¨mÂ Cãs¸Spw, ASp¯ XhWbmIs«.
Cu apeIÄ cpw \Ã sam´ t]msebm¡pw. Rm³ a\ÊnÂ Xocpam\n¨p.
XebnWbnÂ Nmcnbncníp¶ hntÃ¨nbpsS s\Ánbnte CfIn¸mdnb Ipdp\ncIÄ
HXp¡ns¡mSp¡pt¼mÄ Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" G¨ntbmsSmcp kwibw tNmZn¡ms\mmcp¶p....."
" F´mSm..."
" C¶se Rm³ GS¯níp sImSp¯ acp¶nt\ ...C¯ncn sNmdn¨nsemmcp¶p....
AtXS¯n C¶se ISns¨S¯p s]c«n... tM... F¶n«v.... C¶p cmhnte GS¯n Ft¶
No¯hnfn¨p... tN«sâ F§msms¡ sNmdnbp¶q¶p ]dªv.... AsX§s\ ]Áo...?...
GS¯nív s]c«nbm tN«s\§ns\bm sNmdot¶...."
hnemkn\n H¶p Nn´n¨p. ]ns¶ s]m«n¨ncn¨p.
" s]m«³... GSm... aqsk... Ahcv sI«ntbm\pw sIt«ymfpam... acp¶pw sht¨mv
C¶se \nsâ tN«³ KotXsS Ipdn¨oÂ...... ]dn tIÁn ]Wn sNbvXp ImWpw.... A¸w
acp¶v.. \nsâ tN«sâ km[\t¯epw ]Án¡mWpw... AXm Imcyw...."
" tM..." Rm³ hms]mfn¨p. " Mvlm... AXp sicnbmWtÃm... IeymWw Ignªm¸ns¶
Ahcp X½nÂ F¶pw Ifn¡pw AtÃ.... At¿m Rms\mcp s]m«³... shdpsXbmtWm
Rm³ ImcWw tNmZn¨¸w GS¯n Ft¶ HmSn¨Xv..." Rm³ XeíSn¨p.
" AtÃepw \o s]m«\m.. AsÃ¦nÂ h¶ HSt\.. Fsâ Ihs¡tStem«p aq¡p
ap«n¡pthm...."
" AXp IgpInsb¶v G¨n ]dªXp sImtÃ...."
" C¸w \o \nsâ aqt¡sem¶p sXm«p aWt¯...." Rm³ Fsâ aqs¡m¶p sXm«p
aW¯p. Ft´m Hs¡ IqSn¡pgª Hcp \mÁw. C¸w B {XnsÃms¡ t]mbn. kpKÔw
amdn \mÁambn.
" t¿... Rm³ t]mbn tamdp IgpIs«..." Rm³ IXIp Xpd¶v shfnbnend§n. hniz³
s\Ãpw t\m¡n AhnsS Xn®bnÂ Ccp¸pv. Rm³ apÁand§th hniz³ hnfn¨p
tNmZn¨p.
" hmkpth«m.... \n§sS ho«nÂ IpcpsamfInÃ AtÃ...?..."
" F´n\mSm.. Adnbpt¶... \o tImgn s\Ãp Xn¶msX t\m¡Sm.. sN¡m...."
" AÃ... KotX¨n h¶v ASp¡tf tIdn sImtd t\cw IpcpsamfsImtm¶p
X¸nt\m¡nbmcp¶p... ]ns¶ ImWp¶nÃm¶p ]dªv C¸w At§m«nd§n t]mWXp
Ip... AtXmp tNmZn¨Xm... "

Fsâ tXhtc...NXnt¨m.. B cm£kn FÃmw Hfn¨p \n¶p ImWpImcpt¶m...

Ccp« v̄ shfn¨anÃmsX X¸nX¸n \S¡p¶ht\t¸mse Rm³ ho«nteíp \S¶p.

G«¯nb½ - - 6
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Rm³ apÁ¯p Ibdnbt¸mÄ ASp¡fhmXnÂ¡Â Xn®bnÂ Fs¶ kmIqXw
I®naímsX t\m¡n \nÂ¡p¶ GS¯n. B I®pIfnÂ tZjyamtWm, AtXm Hcp
IpkrXn¨ncnbmtWm Fs¶\níp Xn«s¸Sp¯m\mbnÃ. Rms\m¶p t\m¡n, ]ns¶
XeIp\n¨v Fsâ apdnbnteíp Ibdnt¸mbn. I«nenÂ InS¶p Ip®sbSps¯m¶p
XtemSn. F¶mepw \o `mKyhm\mSm. hntÃ¨nbpsS Infp´p hmbnÂ tIdn¡nS¶p
kpJn¡m\mbtÃmSm \n\¡v. Rms\sâ Is¿m¶p aW¯p. ]ns¶ apJw
s]m¯n]nSn¨psImv aq¡ntesím¶p hen¨p. hntÃ¨nbpsS Ihs¡tSte sImgp¸nsâ
aWw asÁt´m Bbn amdnbncn¡p¶p. Ct¸mÄ ap¶n«p \nÂ¡p¶Xv aq{X¯ntâbpw
]ns¶sbmcp H«nsbmen¨ tX\nsâbpw IqSnbpÅ KÔw. F\níXp \¶mbn ]nSn¨p.
CtXXmbmepw IgpIn¡fbp¶nÃ. Ignªp t]mb kpµc\nanj§tf¡pdnt¨mÀ¯t¸mÄ
]nSsªWoÁ Ip®bpw I¿nÂ ]nSn¨v InS¶p. sNdnb hni¸pw. A½bpsS hnfnbpw
Im¯p InS¶v ab§nt¸mbn.
" Um...hmkq«m... FWosíSm... " A½bpsS iÐw tI«mWp Rm³ I®p Xpd¶Xv.
" FWos¡Sm... s\\¡n¶v tNmdp tht... aWnsb{Xbmbn... "
sicnbmbncp¶p. hni¡p¶p. Rm³ NmSnsbgpt¶Áp, IbvIgpIn ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶v
s_©nencn¸mbn. GS¯nb½ tNmdp]m{Xw sImp sh¨p. Hcp ]m{X¯nÂ Idn sImp
shípt¼mÄ kmcn¯ps¼Sp¯v Fsâ apJ¯n\p t\tc H¶p hoin. ]ns¶ apJw
Npfn¨psImp ]dªp.
" lpw... F´m ChnsS Hcp \mÁw... CtÃ At½..."
" \mÁthm...CÃtÃm.. F\níp tXm¶nbnÃtÃm..."
" AÃt½.. tZ Cu `mK v̄ ... A½ C§p ht¶... " GS¯n A½bpsS Ibv]nSn¨v Fsâ
ap¼nÂ sImv \nÀ¯n. F¶n«v Fsâ apJ¯n\p NpÁpw aqt¡mSn¨p.
" Ht½... tZ Fhsâ samJ¯q¶m.... A½sbm¶p t\m¡nt¡... "
" Hm, Ah³ shbne¯p \S¶p shbÀ¯Xp sImmbncnípw... F´mSm s\\¡p
Ipfn¨mÂ... KotX, \o B hdhp shf¼ns¡mSpt¯..."
" At½ CXv.. Hcp NmWI¯nsâtbm aq{X¯nsâtbm amXncn...Fhsâ shbÀ¸nsâ
aWw F\n¡dnbp¶XtÃ.. Rm\tÃ Fhsâ XpWnIgpIpt¶......A½ Fhsâ tamsdm¶p
aW v̄ t\m¡nt¡..."
" \nsâsbmcp Imcyw..." A½ a\ÊnÃm a\tÊmsS Fsâ apJ¯p aq¡p ap«n¨p.
" sicnbmWtÃmSo KotX... Fhsâ samJ v̄ tKmaq{X¯nsâ aWmWtÃm...
hmbv\mÁanÃm¯XmWtÃm s\\¡vv... ]ns¶´phmSm CXv..? "
" Itm Rm¼dªntÃ...Fsâ aq¡n\p \Ã aWw ]nSp¯am... " GS¯n ]dªp.
\mbnsâ tamtf, \osb´m t]meokv ]«nbmtWm aWw ]nSním³. ISn¨p Iodms\mÅ
tZjyw tXm¶n F\nít¸mÄ. A½ \nÂ¸nÃmbncps¶¦nÂ Rms\s´¦nepw sNbvXp
t]mtbt\.
" \o Cs¶hnSmSm sXm³ t]mbXv cmhnte... hÃ sXmgp¯nepw tamt´w XÃn
hotWm..." A½ tNmZn¨p.
" Ah³ A{]t¯ ImÀt¯¨oSt§m«p tIdp¶Xv Rm³ Imcp¶p.... C\n AhnSt¯
sXmgp¯nsâ ]Wn Ch³ hÃ Icmdpw FSpt¯m¶m F\níp kwibw. C¶se Ibv
\mdps¶¶pw ]dªv sIWÁnte shÅw apgph\pw tImcn IgpIp¶Xp Ip.. C¶n¸w
tZs tZlw, apgph\pw \mÁnt¨mp h¶ncníp¶p.... Chs\t´m NpÁn¡fn
Htm¶m At½ F\ns¡mcp kwibw..."
" hmkq«m.. tam³ t]mbn tkm¸ns«m¶p \¶mbn tX¨p Ipfn¨n«p hm... Cu atWmw
sht¨mp \S¶m hÃ Zot\mw ]nSnípw....."
" Fsâ tamtd atWm¶panÃ... Cu GS¯níp tXm¶WXm..." Rm³ ]dªp t\m¡n.
" ]ns¶ ]ns¶... C¶se \o Ft¶mSp ]dªXtÃ sXmgp¯p hr¯nbm¡o¶v...." GS¯n
hnSp¶nÃ.
" tM...sXmgpt¯m... \otbm....t\cmtWmSm... F¸w...? AXn\p Rm³ cmhnte B ]Wn
Ign¨XmWtÃm..." A½ AÂ`pXt¯msS Ft¶ t\m¡n.
" Rms\m¶p tNmZn¨p t]mbn....slât½... ]iqsâ hbÁo¶p NmWIw hmco¶pw
]dªv Ft¶mSp sa¡n«p tIdpImcp¶p...."
GS¯n A½bptS ]pdInÂ \n¶v Ft¶mSv BwKyw ImWníp¶p. \ns¶ Rm³ ImWn¨p
XcmsaSm, F¶ AÀ°¯nÂ.
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" B, Fs´¦nepw BIs«... \o t]mbn samJw F¦nepw tkm¸n«p IgpIv... Cu aWw...
Cu Cu... aWw...F´nsâbmsW¶v... CXm... CXm¶p hcp¶pv.... FhnsStbm CXv
Rm³... "
A½ Fsâ apJt¯íp t\m¡n. Rm³ apJw Ip\n¨p. Nnet¸mÄ A½bpw Cu KÔw
Ft¸msg¦nepw ]cnNbs¸«XmbncnípatÃm. Ahcpw s]®tÃ, Cu {]mbw Ignªp
h¶XtÃ. AhnSsams¡ sXmSptIw IgpIptIw sN¿p¶XtÃ. HmÀt¯mÀ¯p
kwibns¨¦ntem. C\n Ccp¶mÂ sicnbmhnÃ. hnkvXcn¨v hnkvXcn¨v Nnet¸mÄ
GS¯n kXysa§m\pw ]dªmÂ. t]mcm¯Xn\v R§fpsS hZ\kpcXw Cu km[\w
t\cnÂ IXpamWtÃm. Rm³ InWÁpIcbnteíp t]mbn.

H¶pcp Znhkt¯ív {]tXyIn¨v H¶pw kw`hn¨nÃ. GS¯n Fsâ ]ndtI Xt¶
Dmbncp¶p. F\nímsW¦nÂ hntÃ¨nbpamsbm¶p skmÅm³ kuIcyw In«nbXpanÃ.
asÁm¶n\paÃ, tN«³ aoi sh«p¶ Hcp sNdnb I{XnI Rm³ ASn¨p amÁn Hfn¨p
sh¨ncn¡pIbmbncp¶p. Rmbdmgv¨íp ap¼v Imcyw Ignªv AXp XncnsI shíWw.
Rmbdmgv¨ cmhntebmWv tN«sâ aoi I{Xn¸v. \Ã Iem]cambn tN«³ AXp sN¿pw.
Iebpambn tN«\p _ÔapÅ Htc HtcÀ¸mSmWXv. AO\pw tam\pw Hcp Imcy¯nÂ
am{Xw \Ã XÂ¸ccmbncp¶p. Imipm¡pI. IW¡p Iq«epw Ingn¡epw XIrXnbmbn
F\pw cm{Xn R§fpsS ]qapJ¯p \S¡pw. Rm³ {i²n¡mdnsÃ¶p am{Xw.
hntÃ¨ntb H¶p I¿nÂ In«nbn«p thWw Fsâ NncImekz]v\amb ]qdphSníÂ
\S¯m³. AsXm«p \S¶panÃ. ImcWw, hntÃ¨n CXnSív ssS¸p ]Tn¡m³ tNÀ¶p.
Fsâ IãImew. ho«nÂ shdptXbncn¡p¶XpsImv, ]¯p aWnípÅ ¢mÊmWp
GS¯n XncsªSp¯Xv. Ft¶ ]mtS ad¶ e£Ww. H¶p I¿nÂIn«nbncps¶¦nÂ
hogn¡mambncp¶p. Cu s]®p§Ä Hcp aqUpanÃm¯ hÀ¤amsWs¶\níp ]et¸mgpw
tXm¶nbn«pv. hen¨ng¨mÂ sIS¶p kpJnípw. s]Sm¸mSp s]Sp¶Xv BWp§Ä. ]ns¶
AhÀ FÃmw ad¡pw. s]ÁphoW InSmhnt\ XÅ¸ip \¡p¶ t]mse A¶v \¡n
kpJn¸n¨Xm hntÃ¨ntb. AXpw, F´p am{Xw atWmw kln¨v...... C¸w ImWmt\ CÃ.

A¶p Rmbdmgv¨bmbncp¶p. Hcp ]WoanÃ F¶m tXm«nsem¶p Id§msa¶p IcpXn
Nq sI«pt¼mÄ tIÄ¡mw. tN«sâ hnfn.
" KotX...FSo...KotX... "
" Ft´m...Zm hcp¶q..."
" FSo, Fsâ aoi sh«p¶ I{XnI FhntSSo...?.."
" B, Rms\Sp¯n«nÃ... AhnsS ImWpsat¶..."
" Ip´w.. ChnsSsb§pansÃSo... Hcp km[\w sh¨m ImW¯nÃ... "
" AtX... ]nt¶... hmkq«t\msSm¶p tNmZnt¨... hmkq«m..."
GS¯nbpsS hnfn. At¸mgmtWmÀ¯Xv Rm³ AsXSp¯v IÌUnbnÂ sh¨ Imcyw.
" Zm... hmkq«m... I{XnI \osbSpt¯mSm...?..." tN«sâ iÐw. Rmt\mSns¨¶v I{XnI
FSp¯p sImSp¯p.
" F´n\mSm Cu I{XnI FSpt¯..." tN«³ I{XnI Rdp½n t\m¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ
tNmZn¨p. F\nív s]s«s¶mcp¯cw In«nbnÃ.
" AXv.. Rm³ Hcp ]«w sh«m³ GSp¯Xm..."
" ]«w... AXn\p ]Ánb {]mbw... FSm I IS¨mWnsbms¡ FSp¯p sh«n CXnsâ
aqÀ¨ t]mbm... cq]sb{Xbm CXns\¶v s\\¡dntbm...? AtÃ¯s¶ ]«w ]d¸nt¡
{]mbw... t\cw In«p¼w B ItS h¶m Hcp Ibvklmbw Btbt\... Ipcp¯w sI«h³..."
tN«³ Fsâ sNhníp ]nSns¨mcp Ingp¡p X¶p.
" lmhq.. " F\níp \¶mbn«p thZ\n¨p. ]cp¡³ IbvsImpÅ Ingp¡v. Ft¶
AXnt\¡mÄ thZ\n¸n¨Xv asÁm¶mbncp¶p. sNhnbpw Xncp½n \S¡p¶ Ft¶
t\m¡nbpÅ B `{ZImfnbpsS, Fsâ GS¯nbpsS, B Nncn. hmXnÂ¸SnbnÂ Nmcn\n¶v
sNhn Xncp½pt¼mÄ ]pdInÂ \n¶pw AhcpsS kzcw
" Iq«pImcosS FÃmtSmw kpµcam¡m³ I{XntIw sImp \S¶ns«´mbn... Ah¡p
\obntÃepw sNc¡m\dnbmsaSm.. am..."
" tZ.. tZ... Rm\mcptSw sNcím³ \S¶n«nÃ tIt«m..."
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" Hm ]nt¶... Rm³ t\cnÂ tI«XtÃ... Fs´mcp t{]aw... Fs´mcp kvt\lw... s]®nsâ
atÁSw hSn¨p Xcm¶v Hcp¯sâ... tZ... Ft¶s¡mv ]dbn¸n¡tÃ... At¶ Rm³
\nco¨Xm... \o B I{XnI Hmkpsa¶v...."
" Hfn¨p \n¶p FÃmw In«v F´p In«n... GS¯nív...?.." Rm³ sXÃp tIm]¯nepw
Aåw ss\cmiy¯nepw tNmZn¨p.
" \nsâ IÅ¡fnIsfÃmw... \osbt¶ A¶p XpWow s]m¡n \nÀ¯n.... sImtd sImc§p
Ifn¸n¨ntÃ... C\ow... \o t\m¡ntím... ImWn¨p Xcmw.. tM...?"
" C\ow \n§fp XpWn apgph\pw ]dn¨p ImWn¨p Xcphmcnípw... "
" F´mSm ]dtª.....F´phmSm... \o Ft¶¸Án hnNmcnt¨... FSm \o ChnSt¯
KpmbmsW¦nte... Rm³ SuWnte hn¯m.... Ft¶mSp Ifní...."
" AXp Imepw Adnbmw... X\n N´¨c¡msW¶v... " Rm³ ]ndp]ndp¯p.
" \n¶v.. s]mdps]mdp¡msX sXfn¨p ]tdSm....."
" _vipw....H¶qÃ..." Rm³ tXmfp Ipep¡n ImWn¨p.
At¸mÄ A½ hnfn¨p.
" KotX... B Xo H¶p \nÀ¯ntb.. Icnªq¶p tXm¶Wq..."
" tiym... Icnªp ImWpw..."
GS¯n Fs¶ hn«n«p ASp¡fbnteíp \njv{Ian¨p.
Rm³ AhnsS \n¶mtemNn¨p. Cu km[\¯nt\ F´p sN¿Ww. F§s\ sacp¡mw.
CXp apÁp Xt¶. hgnsbmv. Fsâ {]hr¯nIÄ Hfn¨p\n¶p I Cu km[\¯nt\
Hfn¨p Ip cknípI. t\tc sNmthz H¶pw \S¡ptIe. GS¯nbmbnt¸mbntÃ..
amtemIcp tI«mÂ tami¡mc³ Rm³ Xt¶. AXpsImv kq{X¯nÂ Icp¡Ä
\o¡Ww.
Xn¦fmgv¨ \Ã Znhkw Xs¶, `{ZImfn Ipfním³ IpfnapdnbnÂ tIdn¡gnª DSt\
Rm³ AhcpsS apdnbnÂ tIdn. I«nensâ Iotg t\m¡n. cp sa¯¸mbpw Hcp
XebnWbpw Npcp«n I«nensâ Iotg sh¨n«pv. I«nÂ henbXp Xt¶. ]ns¶ Hcp
{S¦ps]«n. AXp GS¯n h¶¸w IqsS sImp h¶Xmbncnípw. AXpw IqSmsX Hcp
ISemkps]«n. F´msW¶p t\m¡m³ t]mbnÃ. C{Xbpw km[\§Ä¡nSbnÂ
F\nsímfn¨ncníWw. ¹mÌnIv ]mInb I«nemsWInepw Hcp sa¯ F¸gpw AXnt·Â
DmIpw. FÃmw Hcp hn[¯nÂ HXp¡nsh¨p. Npcp«nb sa¯¸mbv AcnInÂ hc¯¡
hn[¯nÂ Rm³ I«nensâ ASnbnÂ AcnInÂ HXp¡nsh¨p. Fsâ I®pIÄ am{Xw
shfnbnÂ, B apdnbnÂ F´p \S¶mepw ImWmw, A§s\ Hcp Iymadm¡®pambn
Rm³ I«nen\p Iotg Im¯p InS¶p.
Aåw Ignªt¸mÄ Hcp aqfn¸m«pambn GS¯n apdnbnteíp h¶p. IXIS¨p IpÁnbn«p.
tXmÀ¯p Iq«n sI«nh¨ncp¶ apSnbgn¨n«p. P¶ensâ Ac¡À«³ hen¨n«p. F¦nepw
apdnípÅnÂ \Ã shfn¨apv. kmcn¸mhmSbpw »ukpw am{Xan«p \nÂ¡p¶ AhcpsS
IpnIÄ¡v \Ã I«nbpÅXp t]mse. \S¡pt¼mÄ Ipep§p¶Xn\p]Icw hndípItb
DÅp. Fsâ tXhtc Ct§m«p Xncnªp \nt¶ XpWn amdq Fs¶m¶p Cu
kv{Xotbs¡mp tXm¶n¸n¡tW, AsÃ¦nÂ shdptX B IpS¡pnIÄ am{Xw
Ins«´p Imcyw. Chtc ]nd¶ ]Sn ImWWw, Rm³ £atbmsS InS¶p. Fsâ
apn\SnbnÂ Ip®¡p«³ Xe s]m¡n\n¶v tNmZníp¶p. Ahcv XpWnbgnt¨m F¶v.
ASs§Sm, C¸w ImWmw. Rm³ Ahsâ XebnÂ H¶p sR¡n¸nSn¨p.
AhÀ I®mSnbnteív t\m¡n\n¶v »uknsâ lp¡pIsfSp¯p. F\níhcpsS Hcp
hita ImW¯pÅp. Xpd¶pInS¶ »uk§s\ Xs¶bn«n«v AhÀ tXmÀs¯Sp v̄
I®mSnbnÂ t\m¡ns¡mv sNcnªp \n¶v AgnªpInS¶ apSn tXmÀ¯n. ]ns¶
Xesbm¶p IpSªp. apSn ]pdInteín«p. AXhcpsS ]pdw apgph³ adªp InS¶p.
F´p kar²amb apSn Cu XmSIív, Rm³ a\ÊntemÀ¯p. hntÃ¨nbpsS apSnív
\ofaps¦nepw C{Xbpw DÅnÃ. Fsâ a\Êp [rXnIq«n. »uskm¶gn¨p Ifsbsâ
ssacp s]t®. apeíp apIfnÂ adªp InS¶ »ukv Aåw sX¶n amdn. lmbv, Idp¯
ap´ncn t]mse IÃ¨p \nÂ¡p¶ B apesR«v It¸mÄ Fsâ Ip®bpw IÃním³
XpS§n. Ibv s]m¡pt¼mgpw FSp¡pt¼mgpw B ape »ukn\SnbnÂ InS¶p XpÅp¶p.
klníp¶nÃ. H¶p ]nSn¨p sRcním³ ]Ánsb¦nÂ.
XeapSn hmcnsbSp¯v Aåw apIfnembn Xp¼p sI«nbn«p At¸mÄ apSnsbms¶mXp§n.
]ns¶ Aeamcn Xpd¶v XpWnIsfSp¯v I«nensâ AcnInÂ h¶p I«nenteín«p. Ct¸mÄ
F\níhcpsS ]mZ§fpw ]mhmSbpw am{Xta ImWm³ ]Áp¶pÅp. s]s«¶p ]mhmS
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XmtgíqÀ¶p hoWp. Ct¸mÄ AhcpsS ap«n\p apIÄ htc ImWmw _m¡n I«nen\p
apIfnÂ. tlm, C¸w AhcpsS A¸{XntImWw Rmdp]mInb t]met¯
I{Xn¸qSbpamb§s\ I«nen\p apIfnÂ \n¶p Xnf§pIbmhpw. sa¯
InS¡p¶XpsImv H¶pw ImWm\pw h¿. F\níp \ncmi. C¶t¯ Imgv¨ tKm]n. C\n
GXmbmepw AhÀ ]pXnb hkv{X§fpSp¯v Cd§nt]mIpw. AhÀ ]mhmSípÅnÂ
\n¶pw Cd§n. ]ns¶ AsXmcp aqebnteíp tXmnsbdnªp. Ct¸mÄ
]mZ§fneWnªncníp¶ shÅns¡mepkpIfpw ImWmw. XSn¨ B IW¦mepIfnte
tcmaOmb Rm³ t\ct¯ IXmsW¦nepw, hopw ImWm³ \Ã ckw.
\ncmis¸«p InS¡pt¼mÄ AhÀ hopw I®mSnbpsS ap¼nteíp \o§n. \S¶t¸mÄ
Fsâ N¦nSn¸ns\m¯v B IpnIfpw XpÅnbnSn¨p. Fs´mcp hncnhmWm IpnIÄ¡v.
Nhp«nt¡dmw. AXnsem\p ISníms\¦nepw ]Ánsb¦nÂ. Ct¸mÄ I¿nÂ Hcp ]uUÀ
Sn¶papv. AXnsâ AS¸p Xncn¨p. ]ns¶ Hcp sk¡âp t\cw BtemNn¨p.
Xncnªp\S¶v FhnSt¶m Hcp tXmÀs¯Sp¯p. I®mSnbpsS ap¼nÂ h¶p. ]uUÀSn³
I«nenteíp hens¨dnªp. XebpsS ]n³hiw apSns]m¡n tXmÀ¯n. »ukqcn
Xmsgbn«p. Ct¸mÄ `mcwsImv Ip\nªp InS¡p¶ Hcp Ip¼f§m sh×pe HccnInÂ
\n¶pw F\níp Zriyambn. Is®Sp¡m³ tXm¶p¶nÃ. CXmsWs¶ »ukn\pÅnÂ
InS¶v sXdn¨v sXdn¨v h«p]nSn¸níp¶Xv. Dt·jw sImmbncnípw AhÀ Hcp aqfn¸m«p
]mSn.
" {]mW\mYs\\níp \ÂInb ]cam\µ......
]m«ns\m¸w Igp¯p tXmÀ¯n, ]ns¶ apeIÄ Hmtcm¶pw s]m¡n AhbptS ASnhiw
tXmÀ¯n. At¸mÄ Ahcv Fsâ t\sc ]IpXn Xncnªp. apdnbpsS aqeímWp t\m«w.
t\tc Xncnsª¦nÂ Fs¶ Ip]nSnt¨t\. Rm³ GXpkabhpw ]mbíp ]n¶nÂ
adbm³ Xbmdmbn t\m¡n¡nS¶p. Hmtcm apeIfpw s]m¡pt¼mÄ Fsâ a\Êp ]dªp.
Fsâ s]mt¶ Rm³ s]m¡n Xt¶t\tÃm... Ip¼f§m \dpth apdn¨psh¨ncníp¶v
t]msebpÅ h³apeIÄ GS¯nbpsS I¿nÂ HXp§p¶nÃ. tXmÀ¯m³ thn
s]m¡nbn«v Ibv hnSpt¼mÄ Ah Xmtgíp hoWp \n¶p XpÅp¶Xp ImWm³ F´p
ckw. Fs´mcp \ndw. Xhn«p \nd¯nÂ B ape¡®pIÄ Xnf§p¶p. \Sp¡v XSn¨v
IÃ¨ ap´ncn§m apesR«pIÄ. tN«m, CXp apgph\pw tN«³ IpSnípthm. FhnsS, B
t\c¯v ]¯p ]p¯t\mm¡p¶tX tN«³ Nn´níq. ]ÁptIse¦nÂ Ct§m«p hnSv.
ChcpsS Imcyw Rmt\Áp. Rm³ Ip®sbm¶p sR¡n]ngnªp. Ah³ Ibdp
s]m«níp¶p.
shfn¨w ImWm¯ icoc`mK§fnseÃmw B sh× FSp¯p ImWníp¶p. XpSn¨p
\nÂ¡p¶ Acs¡«nsâ Hcp hiw Ip. AdnbmsX Rm³ Xesbm¶p \o«n t\m¡n B
{XntImWw H¶p ImWm³, c£bnÃm. Acs¡«nsâ B \o Npfnhp am{Xw. AhÀ
hopw I®mSnbnteíp Xncnªp. Hcp Ibvs]m¡n adphit¯ I£w XpS¨p. F\níXp
ImWm³ ]ÁnbnÃ. XpS¨n«v tXmÀs¯m¶p aW¯p. hopw XpS¨p. aW¯p. ]ns¶
Fsâ hit¯ Ibvs]m¡n XpS¨p. F¶n«v t\cn«v I£w Xt¶ aW¯p. hopw XpS¨p.
Ibv s]m¡nbt¸mgmWp Rm\m I£w IXv. \Ã XpSn¨pXSn¨, \SphnÂ \oenabmÀ¶
I£w. Is¿m¶p aS§nbt¸mÄ B Npfnhn\v ]qSbnÃm¯ ]qdnsâ cq]w. Hcp t\ct¯
]®en\Xv [mcmfw aXnbmIpw. IdpIdp¯ ]qSIÄ NnXdn¡nS¡p¶p. At¸mÄ H¶p
a\Ênembn. AXymhiy `mK§Ä am{Xta sNcí¯pÅp. \¶mbn, Ipd¨p ]qS
\nÂ¡s«, F¦nte s]®nsâ I£w hnbÀ¡q. ASp¯pIqSn t]mIpt¼mÄ B
hnbÀ¸nsâ ImaapWÀ¯p¶ as¯¦nepw In«patÃm.
]ns¶ AhÀ Imeåw Ih¨p\n¶n«v Ih¡nSbnteíp tXmÀ¯n«p XpS¨p. Hcp Ibv sImv
IpnbI¯n ]pdInÂ IqSn sImXhpw tXmÀ¯n. F\nív AIsam¶pw ImWm³
]ÁnbnÃ. ]ns¶ H¶mtemNn¨p. I®mSnbpsS ap¼nÂ InS¶ Itkc hen¨n«v AXnÂ Hcp
ImseSp v̄ s]m¡n sh¨p. At¸mÄ B Ih¡qSp hncnªp \n¶ncnípw. hncnªp
\nÂ¡p¶ B ]pkvXI¸qdp Rm³ a\ÊnÂ k¦ån¨p. AhÀ I®mSnbnÂ t\m¡n.
]qdn¶Iw ASnapXÂ apIfntesím¶p hen¨p XpS¨p. Xr]vXnbmImsX Ip\nªv
ap³hi¯p IqSn I¿n«v IqXnapXÂ H¶p IqSn hen¨p XpS¨p. ]ns¶ tXmÀ¯nÂ t\m¡n
Ft´m, apSnbmbncnímw, FSp¯p Ifªp. tXmÀ¯p aq¡nteíSp¸n¨p, F¶n«v
I«nentesídnªp. ]t£ hoWXv Xmsg, Fsâ ]mbpsS ASp v̄. ]m«v At¸mgpw
aqfp¶pv. {]mW\mY³, Fsâ G«³ kpJn¸n¡p¶tXmÀ¯mbncn¡pw. F\ním
tXmÀ¯nt\mSkqb tXm¶n. AhcpsS clky`mK§fnseÃmw Aacm\pÅ `mKyw In«nb
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B tXmÀ¯v ]Xps¡ FSp¡m³ Rm³ Ibv \o«n. s]s«¶v AhÀ I«nenteíp Xncnªp.
\S¶p h¶p Fsâ ap¼nembn \n¶p. \S¶p I«nenteíp hcpt¼mÄ Idp¸p OmbbpÅ
B {XntImWw Hcp an¶mbw t]mse Ip. XSn¨ ]qÀ`mKw, \ofw Ipdª Hcp hc,
Rmdpt]met¯ IpÁntcma§Ä¡nSbnÂ IqSn AXp B s]m®³ XpSIÄ¡nSbnteíp
]qgv¶p t]mbncn¡p¶p. CsXm¶p ]nfÀ¯n¡mWWsa¦nÂ ASp¯ A« ISn¡Ww. Hcp
\nanjw, ]uUdnsâ ]cnafw apdnbnÂ hym]n¨p. Xmsg¡nS¶ tXmÀ v̄ AhÀ
ImepsImv tXmnsbSp¯p. C\n XpWn DSp¡pt¼mÄ hÃXpw hniZambn ImWm³
]Ántb¡pw, Rm\min¨p. Rm³ Is¿¯n¨v Fsâ Ip®bnÂ XtemSns¡mncp¶p.
\¶mbn hÃXpw ImWm³ ]Ánsb¦nÂ I«nen\p Iotg Xs¶ hmWaSn¨p
]nSns¨mgnt¨¡mw F¶p hnNmcn¨p.
At¸mÄ I«nen\p Xmtgípw Aåw ]uUÀ Xqhn hoWp. hopw I®mSnbpsS ap¼nteív,
I¿nÂ XqhnsbSp¯ ]uUdpambn. ]ns¶ ImepIfåw AI¯n AXp Ih¡nSbnÂ
Xqhn. Rm³ hnNmcn¨p ]qdps]mfn¨v AI¯p tXípsa¶v, AXpmbnÃ. I®mSnbnÂ
t\m¡n, apeIÄ cpw cp IbvIfnÂ ASnbnÂ \n¶pw Xm§n¸nSn¨p s]m¡n, t\tc
h¨p, ]ns¶ Xmtgín«p. At¸mÄ B AarXIpw`§Ä ]cn`ht¯msS H¶p
IpWp§ns¯dn¨p. Fsâ DÅpw InSp§ns¯dn¨p. AhÀ B apeIfpsS hi¯p \n¶pw
cp apeItfbpw \Sphnteíp XÅn¸nSn¨p. At¸mÄ Ah sR§n sRcp§n NXªp
\n¶p. AsX´n\msWs¶\níp a\ÊnembnÃ. `wKn t\m¡n ckn¡pIbmbncnípw. ]ns¶
Hmtcm¶pw ASnbnÂ \n¶pw XÅn¸nSn¨v B Idp¯ apeh«¯nÂ D½sh¨p. At¸mgmWp
Rm³ {i²n¨Xv, AXnsâ Cu hi v̄ \¶mbn Idp¯ Hcp adpIv. Fsâ adptI \nsâ
kvYm\w sImÅmw.
C\n XpWn DSp¡pambncnípw. At¸mgpw Hcp an¶mbw t]mse B XpSbnSp¡v
ImWmatÃm. ]t£ Fs¶ AÂ`pXs¸Sp¯n ASp¯ cwKw. t\sc Xncnªp \n¶p. apSn
tImXns¡mv ASp¯ ]m«v.
" IZfnhmg¡¿nencp¶p Im¡bn¶p hncp¶p hnfn¨p....
hncp¶pImcm...hncp¶pImcm hncp¶pImcm h¶ms«...."

]m«ns\m¸n¨v AhÀ \r¯w shíp¶p. Fsâ hms]mfnªp t]mbn. \r¯¯nsâ
NphSpIf\pkcn¨v ]mZ§fpw D¸qÁnbpw iànbmbn \ne¯p X«pt¼mÄ Aåw
Xpfp¼nb B Benehbdpw Ipep§n. CÍen t]mes¯ ]qÀ¯Sw hndíp¶p.
CXnsems¡ ckw Igp¯pdím¯ Ipªp§sf FfnbnseSp¯v \½Ä Ipep§pt¼mÄ
AhÀ Nm©mSp¶ t]mse B Idn\mc§m apeIÄ Nm©mSp¶p. kv{]n§p sXdníp¶Xp
t]mse Ah XpÅp¶p. lmbv F\ní§p ]nSn¨p. CSíh IqSpXÂ XpÅpt¼mÄ GS¯n
IbvsImhtb Xm§n¸nSn¨p. A¼e¯nÂ DÂkh¯n\v dn¡mÀUp Um³kp sN¿p¶
s]®p§tf aWn¡qdp IW¡n\v Rm³ t\m¡n cknípw. _mte t\cw shfp¡p¶Xp
htc ImWpw. F\níp \r¯w CãamWv. Cu \r¯¯nsâ HcpiXam\w t]mepamhnÃ B
\r¯§Ä. GS¯n Xncnbp¶Xpw h«w Id§p¶Xpw Is®dnbp¶Xpw F´p
Iem]cambn«mWv. {]Xn`bpÅ Hcp IemImcn. B {]Xn` Cu Ip{Kma¯nte ]nip¡\mb
Fsâ tN«sâ icoc`mcw Xm§n apcSn¡m\m{bnípw tbmKw. Fsâ Ip® Xmgv¶Xv
Rm\dnªnÃ. Imaw IuXpI¯n\p hgnamdns¡mSp¯p. apeIfpsS Nm©m«w,
IpnIfpsS XpÅÂ, hbdnsâ Ipep¡w. s]m«¡nWÀ t]msebpÅ ]p¡nÂ¡pgnbpsS
henbÂ, Idp¯ IpÁn tcma§Ä ]mInb shfp¯ ISnXS¯nsâ hndbÂ, CsXms¡
\Ã lcamÀ¶ Zriy§Ä. cp an\n«v AhÀ ]m«p]mSnbmSn. ]ns¶ I®mSnbpsS ap¼nÂ
t]mbn Hcp Um³kvt]mknÂ \n¶v kzbw hnebncp¯n. A§s\ \nÂ¡pt¼mÄ
tIÄ¡mw, A½bpsS hnfn.
" KotX... KotX..."
" F´mt½... " GS¯n hnfn tI«p.
" \o B Xos¸«n F§m\pw Itm tamtf..."
" AXm ]mXIt¯tem atÁm ImWpw... Rm³ Zm hcp¶p...."
s]s«¶v Xncnªv I«nen\cnInÂ h¶p \n¶p. Hcp ]mhmS B hmg¸nn ImepIsf
aqSp¶Xp am{Xta Rm\dnªpÅp. I«nen\cnInÂ InS¶ ]mbnÂ ImÂ X«nbt¸mÄ AXv
ImepsImv tXmn Aåw DÅnem¡m³ t\m¡n. ]ns¶ I®mSnbpsS ap¼nÂ
sNÃpt¼mÄ »ukn«n«pv. lm^vkmcn¯ps¼Sp¯p Ip¯n, ap«n hmcns¡«n, GS¯n
[rXnbnÂ apdn Xpd¶nd§nt¸mbn. DS³Xs¶ Rm³ I«nen\p Iotg\n¶pw
shfnbnend§n. IXIp Nmcn. AhÀ kmam\w XpS¨ tXmÀ¯p X¸n. AXp Zm, I«nensâ
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{ImÊnbnÂ InS¡p¶p. Rm\s¯Sp¯p Xncn¨pw adn¨pw aW¯p. HcnS¯v Aåw \\hp
Ip. AXp aW¯t¸mÄ Ft´m Hcp KÔw, ]t£, apdnbnÂ ap¶n«p \n¶Xv
GS¯nbpsS ]uUdnsâ aWambXpsImv F\nsím¶pw BkzZn¡m³ km[n¨nÃ.
Rms\m¶p Xocpam\n¨p. CXv \Ã Hcp ]cn]mSn Xs¶. Fs´¦nepw H¶p ImWmatÃm.
AhcpsS \ákuµcyw AhcdnbmsX BkzZn¡pt¼mÄ KqVamb Hcm\µw a\ÊnÂ.
]t£, F\níhtcmSv Hcp _lpam\w, \ockw IpdªXp t]mse.

]ntÁXnsâ ]ntÁ Znhkw, Rm³ hnemkn\n ho«nÂ \nÂ¡p¶Xp Ip. GS¯n
ASp¡fbnÂ Ibtd Xmakw, Rm³ HmSn AhnsSsb¯n. hniz³ ]¨ sXt§me
sImv Hme¸´v s\¿p¶p.
" Itm hmkpth«m... \Ã apgp¯ ]´v..." Ah³ Hme¸s´s¶ ImWn¨p.
" hntÃ¨nsb´ntbSm..."
" ASp¡tf ImWpw...."
" A½tbm..?..."
" A½ ]iq\p ]pÃp sN¯m³ t]mbn......"
" \osb´m t]mImªXv..."
" hntÃ¨n am{XtÃbpÅp ChsS.... C¨nsc Ignbp¼w sNmat¶mv hcm³ Rm³
t]mIpw..."
" F¶m \o sNÃv... C¸w sN¯n¡mWpw...."
" Mqlpw... A½ C¸w t]mbtX DÅp...."
Cu iey¯nt\ Hgnhm¡ms\mcp amÀ¤hpw ImWp¶nÃtÃm.
" hnizm... \o F\n¡pw IqSn aq¶mep ]´p sI«n¯cpthm..."
" hmkpth«\v sheyXp thtWm sIm¨nXp thtWm..."
" sheyXv...."
" t]mItÃ... Rm\n¸w sI«n¯cmw.... " hniz³ ]pdt¯tímSn.
Rm\Sp¡fbnteíp tIdn.
AhnsS hntÃ¨n Idnícnªp sImncníp¶p.
" hntÃ¨n F´m C¶v Sbn¸n\n¶p t]mIm¯Xv..."
" Hcp ckw tXm¶oÃ....AtXmp t]mbnÃ...."
Rm³ hntÃ¨n Ccníp¶ sNdnb s_©n\p ]ndInÂ sN¶p `n¯nbnÂ Nmcn \n¶p.
s_©nsâ HcÁ¯v shímbpw ]mhímbpw DÅnbpsams¡bmbn Hcp sNdnb apdw.
apSn Aekambn C«v Hcp tXmÀ¯p amd¯p hne§s\bn«v Aåw Ip\nªncp¶v ]¨¡dn
apdníp¶ hntÃ¨nbpsS Nn{Xw GtXm kn\nam t]mÌdnt\ HmÀ½n¸n¨p. Cu \mS³
s]®nsâ clky`mK§sfms¡ Fsâ IchncpXpsImv tImcn¯cn¨XmWtÃm
Ft¶mÀ¯t¸mÄ Fsâ tZl¯pw Ipfncp tImcn. H¶p sI«n¸nSníWsa¶p tXm¶n.
sasÃ ]pdInÂ sN¶v s_©nÂ ImÂ ap«n¨p \n¶p.
" Mqw... F´m.. `mhw... DucpNpÁms\m¶pw t]mbntÃ...?.." hnemkn\n tNmZn¨p.
" hntÃ¨n ....Fs¶sbms¡ ad¶ t]msebm hÀ¯m\w ]tds¶..."
" hmkq«s\ ad¡mt\m... \osbs´ms¡bmSm ]tdt¶..."
" Sbn¸n\p t]mIp¼w.. \Ã B¼nÅmsc Hs¡ t{]an¡mtÃm... " Rm³ Hcp ImapIsâ
]cn`hw ]dªp.
" \½tf Bcp t{]aním\mSm... F\níp ]Tn¨ns«mcp tPmeníp tIdWw... i¼fw
..hm§Ww... At{XbpsÅSm..."
" G¨ntb Bcp Imepw t{]anípw... G¨ntb sNekabw \Ã tiem ImWm³... Rm³
t{]ant¨mt«...?"
" A¿S... Fs¶ t{]aním³ ]Ánb km[\w....."
" AsXt´, Fsâ km[\w G¨n IXtÃ...?.."
" t]mSm ....\nsâsbmcp....."
G¨n ]pdInÂ \n¶ Fsâ Kpemsâ apIfnÂ Ibvap«psImsm¶p Ip¯n. B kv]Ài\w
Fsâ Kpemt\ DWÀ¯n. Rm³ sasÃ Nmªv D²cn¡p¶ Ip® G¨nbpsS ]pd¯p
ap«n¨p. G¨n FXnÀs¸m¶pw {]ISn¸n¨nÃ, ]Icw apXpIv ]ndInteíp XÅn¸nSn¨p.
Rms\sâ Kpemt\ B apXpInÂ XÅn¸nSn¨mkzZn¨p.
" s\sâ km[\w sImÅmsa¶p ]dªXp sImmtbm... \o Ft¶¡mÄ Ff¸atÃ..."
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" Ff¸mbmse´m... G¨osS kmam\w Rm³ \¡o¸w G¨nív \Ã kpJw In«otÃ...
]ns¶´m sImg¸w...."
" A¸w \osbt¶ t{]aníms\d§oXm...." shn¡m apdn¨psImpw Fsâ Kpem\nÂ
]pdan«pc¨psImpw G¨n tNmZn¨p.
" Hm... H¶p ImWW¶p tXm¶n. GS¯nb½ Fs¶ hnS¯nÃ. Hfn¨m C¸w t]mt¶.....
Rm³ ]dªntÃ... aq¶mep sZhkw Rm³ Hcp I{XntIw sImv G¨ntb X¸n
\S¡phmcp¶p..."
" AsX´n\mSm..?.."
" A¶v ]dªsXms¡ ad¶p t]mtbm..?..G¨osS AhSw hSn¡m³... A¸w ]ns¶
ImWm³ \Ã `wKow ImWpw, aW¡¯panÃ...."
" l..l..l... \o C¸gpw AtXmÀ¯p \S¡phmtWm...." Ft¶ Ifnbm¡p¶ amXncn AhÄ
Nncn¨p.
" ]n¶ÃmsX... G¨n Fsâ ]dn Xn¶p Xcmsa¶p ]dªv .. Fs¶ ]Áníym.. "
" A¶§s\ Hs¡ \S¶p... C\n A§s\ Ifn¨mte htÃmcpw Adnªm... FÃmw
sImgbpw.. \o BtcmSpw ]dbtÃ..."
" Rm¼db¯nÃ... "
Rm³ ]cnkcw ad¶p. G¨nbpsS apXpI¯p tNÀ¶p \n¶psImp Xt¶ tXmfn\p
apIfnÂ IqSn »ukn\I¯p cp I¿pan«p. t\sc IbvIÄ sN¶p \n¶Xv B Ipªp
apeIÄ¡p apIfnÂ. s]s«¶mbXpsImv G¨nsíXnÀ¡m\pw ]ÁnbnÃ. Rm³ B
apeIfnÂ sR«pIÄ Iq«n HXp¡n]nSn¨p sasÃ sR¡n.
" hmkq«m... \osb´mSm... Cu sN¿tW... " G¨n ]Xdnb iÐ¯nÂ tNmZn¨p.
" CXp cpw Rm³ hepXm¡n¯cmw... G¨ntb... At¶cw ImWm³ \Ã ckmIpw....."
" FSm... \o Is¿Sp¡v... Bsc¦nepw tIdnhcpw... "
tZla\¡msX G¨n IpdpIn¸dªp. ]ns¶ shímbpw I¯nbpw apd¯nen«p. Hcp
IbvsImv »uknsâ apIfnte Hcp lps¡Sp¯p. At¸mÄ henªp \n¶
»ukbªp. Fsâ IbvIÄ¡v A\mbmkw DÅnÂ s]cpamdm³ Ignªp. G¨n
apXpInf¡n ]pfbm³ XpS§n. Rm³ HXp¡apÅ B apeIfnÂ XgpIn, sR«pIÄ
hncepIÄ¡nSbnen«p Xncp½n. AhbpsS an\pk¯nsâ kpJw Fsâ Ip®bnteíp
]mªp tIdn.
" G¨o...."
" Mqw..."
" Fsâ ]dnsbm¶p Xn¶mthm...." Hcp¡pt]mse _esh¨ Fsâ Ip®
apXpI¯pc¨psImp Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" thsSm... CXp ]Iem... Btfmfp hcpw...At½w.. hniz\pw..."
" Ahcn¸w hc¯ntÃ¨o.... C¶m H¶p Xn¶v.. ]ns¶ Rm³ G¨osS \¡n¯cmw..."
" \o Hcp hÃm¯h³ Xt¶...Mqw... F¶mepw.....\nsâ Ibv sXmSp¼w FhnsSsbms¡tbm
Xo ]nSníp¶ t]mse..."
G¨n ]pdtIm«p sNcnªp. apn\I¯p \n¶pw Fsâ Ip®sbSp¯p I¿nsemXp¡n.
s]s«¶v Rm³ hn«p amdn, »ukn\pÅnÂ \n¶pw Is¿Sp¯p. HmSns¨¶v ASp¡fbpsS
ap³hmXnÂ AS¨p km£mbn«p. ]pdInte hmXnÂ Xpd¶p InS¶p. ]IpXn Nmcnbn«p.
AYhm ]d¼nÂ \n¶pw A½tbm atÁm tIdn h¶mÂ Zqsc \n¶p Xt¶ ImWWw.
]ns¶, shfn¨w thWatÃm. Rm³ \S¡pt¼mÄ Fsâ Ip® sXm®qdp Un{KnbnÂ
\n¶mSn¡pep§n. AXp t\m¡n G¨n shÅand¡n. Xncn¨p h¶p G¨nbpsS ap¼nÂ
\n¶p.
hopw ap¼nÂ IqSn »ukn\pÅnÂ IbvIfn«p. Ct¸mÄ hopw »ukv henªp
\n¶p. G¨n Hcp lp¡p IqSn FSp¯pX¶p. Rm³ apeIfnÂ Fsâ ]Wn XpSÀ¶p.
Ipe¨p \n¶ Ip® G¨nbpsS NpnÂ ap«n¨p. G¨n Aht\ ]nSn¨p sXmen¨S¨p H¶p
cp {]mhiyw. B arZpIc§fnÂ InS¶v Fsâ Ip® ]qf¡ng§p t]mse I¼nbmbn.
G¨n Aht\ apJt¯mSSp¸n¨p.
" shbÀ¸p aW¡p¶p, thtd GXmsmcp atWmsamtÃmSm....hmkq«m...."G¨n ]dªp.
" kmcanÃ... AXp Ipt®sS aWam... Rmt\¨osS AhSt¯ F´p am{Xw shbÀ¸pw
atWmw kln¨Xm.. Fsâ s]mt¶¨nbtÃ..."
Rm³ Ip® _eambn XÅns¡mSp¯p. H¸w Ip\nªv B apeIfnÂ `wKnbmbn
sR¡ns¡mSp¯p. DÅwI¿nen«v amhp Ipgíp¶Xp t]mse Ii¡n. kpJw tIdnb
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sImmImw G¨nbpsS hm AdnbmsX Xpd¶pt]mbn. Fsâ Ip® B Ipªp hmbnÂ
]IpXntbmfw tIdn. lm, B CfwNqSnÂ Fsâ Ip® Ccp¶p hn§n.
" hen¨p Du¼n¡pSnív.. " Rm³ ]dªp. G¨n I®IfpbÀ¯n Ft¶ t\m¡n. B
Nph¶ NppIÄ Fsâ Ip®tb hebw sNbvXncníp¶ Imgv¨ Xt¶ aXnbmbncp¶p
F\níp shÅw hcm³.
" apt¶m«pw ]pdtIm«pw aq©v..." Rm³ hmbntem«p Ip® XÅns¡mp ]dªp.
At¸mÄ G¨n ]pdtIm«p adnbm³ `mhn¨p. Rm³ HcpIbv »uknsâ DÅnÂ \ns¶Sp v̄
G¨nbpsS XebpsS ]pdInÂ Xm§n¸nSn¨p. atÁ¡bv amdn amdn apeIfnÂ HmSn¨p
XgpIn. F§s\ sN¿Wsa¶v G¨nív Adnb¯nÃ. HSphnÂ ]IpXn hmbnÂ
sh¨psImv IbvsImp XtemSm\pw hmWaSním\pw XpS§n. ]pXnb
A\p`hambncp¶Xp sImmImw cp an\n«p thn h¶nÃ, Fsâ Acs¡«nÂ sh«Â
XpS§n. AdnbmsX Rm³ G¨nbpsS hmbnÂ Ip® Ducnbqcn ]®n. CSínSív G¨n "Mv
Mv Mv " F¶p Rc§p¶ Hcp iÐw sh¨p. sXmbnÂ X«n¡mWpw. Ahkm\w Fsâ
An¡pS§Ä Npcp§n. Fsâ Ibv G¨nbpsS apeIfnÂ AaÀ¯n \nivOeambn.
G¨nbpsS apSníp Ip¯n¸nSn¨v Rm³ Fsâ Ip® _eambn hmbnÂ AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨p.
G¨n Hcp IbvsImss¶ XÅnamÁm³ t\m¡n. Rm³ hn«nÃ.
" lv.. lv.. lv.. lv.. " Rm³ apcpsImv I®S¨p \n¶v G¨nbpsS sXmbnteív
Fsâ NqSp ]mÂ NoÁn¨psImSp¯p. ]mhw G¨níp asÁmcp \nhr¯nbpanÃmbncp¶p.
AXp Cd¡pIbÃmsX.
Fsâ ]me`ntjIw Ignªp. Rm³ Fsâ I¿b¨p. At¸mÄ G¨n Fs¶ XÅn amÁn,
]IpXn _e¯nÂ Ip® ]pd¯p h¶p.
Dan\ocpw ip¢hpw IqSn¡pgª Ip® Nmªp \n¶p. Rm³ Fsâ IbnenbnÂ Ip®
XpS¨p. hmbnÂ \ndª ip¢w G¨n \net¯íp Xp¸n. NndnbpsS AcnInÂ IqSn Hcp
XpÅn Hen¨nd§n. B apJt¯ hnImcw F\níp a\ÊnembnÃ. s]s«¶p apdsaSp¯p
Xmsg sh¨p. ]ns¶ ]dªp.
" G¨n Cu s_t©tem«p sISt¶... Ftâ¨níp Rm³ \¡n¯cmw....."
NpaenÂ ]nSn¨v Rm³ G¨ntb s_©nÂ aeÀ¯n¡nS¯n. kz]v\¯nse¶ t]mse
tN¨n s_©nÂ aeÀ¶p InS¶p. ]mhmSbpw sNdp]mhmSbpw hen¨p s]m¡n.
hbÁt¯íp sh¨p. F¶n«v cp Imepw s_©nsâ Ccp hi¯pambn C«p. s_©nsâ
AÁ¯p Rm\pw Ih¨ncp¶p, hnSÀ¶p hncnªp \n¶ B ]qS¸qdnteív apJw Xmgv¯n.
C¯ncn aq{X¯nsâ aWapmbncps¶¦nepw, AI¯p \n¶pw Aåw ap¼v Xnfs¨mgpIn
h¶ ]p¯³ aZ\{kh¯nsâbpw hncnª ]qdnsâ a¯p]nSn¸n¡p¶ kzXthbpÅ
aW¯ntâbpw AXn{]kcw B \mÁs¯ AXnPohn¨p. t\tc Xt¶, Xes]m¡n \n¶
Ipªn¡´nteíp Rm³ \mhpw Nppw {]tbmKn¨p. AXp NpnseSp¯p t\m¡n.
AIt¯ ]qÀ¨ppIÄ hmbnen«p N¸n¡pSn¨p. I´nÂ \¡nt¡dnbt¸mÄ G¨n hnfn¨p.
" thKw... Aa¡n \¡v... thKw... Mqw...Mqw...."
B Im´mcn¡pdn¨nbnÂ ]p¯³ \ocpdh \ndªt¸mÄ AXnsâ KÔw amdn. AtXmsS
]qdzm[nIw XIrXnbmbn Rm\Xnsâ ASp¡pIfpsS CSív \mt¡mSn¨p. CSínSív
Acs¡«p hf¨pw XÅnbpw NpÁn¨pw G¨n F\níp t{]mÂkml\w \ÂIn. B
]oT`qanbnte tcma¸c¸nÂ Hcp ]rtXyI kpKÔw Dcp¯ncnªp. tbm\n¨mensâ
AcnInÂ \n¶ Ipªptcma§Ä Fsâ \m¡nÂ XSªp.
AhÄ Fsâ Xe ]nSn¨v Ih¡nSbnteíaÀ¯n sh¨p. ]ns¶ AcIÃnÂ apfIcíp¶
t]mse Fsâ apJan«pcím³ XpS§n. Hcp an\n«pt]mepw Dc¨nÃ AXn\p ap¼v AhÄ
henªp apdpIm³ XpS§n.
" ltbm...ltbm...ltbm. .ltbm..... iviviviviv.. .. ..Fsâ hmkp¡p«m... "
AhÄ iÐaaÀ¯n \nehnfn¨psImv Fsâ apJw ]nSn¨v Ih¡q«nteíaÀ¯n¸nSn¨v
\nivOebmbn. ]pfn ImWpt¼mÄ \mhnÂ\n¶pw shÅaqdns¯dníp¶Xpt]mse B
sN¼qdnÂ \n¶pw tbm\nt¯³ Ip¯nsbmen¨p. Rm\XnÂ apJan«pc¨p. D¸pckw
BkzZn¨p. F\níp a\ÊnÂ hfsc kt´mjw, Fsâ Ip®Xn¶v kpJn¸n¨Xn\p Rm³
{]Xn^ew G¨níp \ÂInbtÃm.
" lhq...lhq.. ... G¶mepw \osbt¶ kpJn¸n¡msX hnS¯nÃ, AtÃSm....
IÅ¡p«m...?.."
Rc§p¶ t]mse G¨n ]mXn I®S¨p InS¶psImp ]dsªm¸n¨p. Fsâ apSnbnÂ
XgpIn¡nS¶p \nizkn¨p. Rm³ B ]nfÀ¶pXpd¶ ]qÁnÂ \n¶pw apJapbÀ¯n.
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aZ\¡pg¼nÂ \\ªp Xnf§p¶ AXnsâ aS¡pIfnÂ Rm³ hncepItfmSn¨p. ]qSIÄ
shdptX hen¨p ckn¨p. ]ns¶ AXnsâ AI¶p\n¶ NpfIÄ Iq«n¸nSn¨p apIfnteíp
hen¨p hn«p. s_©nÂ Ih¨pInS¡p¶XpsImv AXp hopw sasÃ AI¶p henªp
\n¶p. \µn\ndª I®pItfmsS hnemkn\n Fsâ hnIrXnIfmkzZn¨v Ft¶ t\m¡n
]p©ncn¨psImv Ih¨p InS¶p.
" Xs¶¯m³ Xncp½p¶Xnepw F´p t`Zm...." hnemkn\n sasÃ BßKXw t]mse
]dªp.
" F´n\m Xs¶¯m³ Xncp½pt¶.... F´p thZt\w \ocpamtWepw... G¨n Ft¶
hnfn¨m aXn... Rm³ Xncp½n¯cmw..." Rm³ Fsâ tkh\w hmKvZm\w sNbvXp.
" Mqw... " G¨n Is¿¯n¨v Fsâ IhnfnÂ kvt\lt¯msS H¶p Ingp¡n. At¸mÄ
F\nípw hmÂkeyw DÅnepdªp IqSn. B IhnfnÂ Hcp½ sImSp¡m³
Rms\mcp§nbt¸mÄ, B Npn\cnInÂ At¸mgpw Fsâ Hcp XpÅn ckmb\w
I«nbmbn ]Án¸nSn¨ncp¶p. Rm\Xv Xq¯p Ifbm\mbn Ibv \o«n.
s]s«¶v, Btcm ap³hit¯ hmXnÂ XÅp¶Xp t]mse tXm¶n. R§sfm¶p
sNhntbmÀ¯p X½nÂ X½nÂ t\m¡n. Rm³ NmSnsbgpt\Áp. G¨ntb
hens¨gpt¶ån¨p. G¨n ]mhmS Xmgv̄ n. Rm³ Ibnen s]m¡n Fsâ apJw XpS¨p.
G¨n »uknsâ Hcp lp¡n«p. Rm³ apdsaSp¯v s_©nÂ sh¨p. hntÃ¨n
I¯nsbSp¯p I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p. At¸mtgípw ]pdInet¯ hmXnenÂ IqSn AIt¯íp
F¯n t\m¡p¶ GS¯nb½.
" BMvlm... \o ChnsSsbmmcpt¶m.. Rms\hnsSsbÃmw sXc¡n.... \nt¶
Ct§ms«m¶p hnSm³.. ImWmXncp¶t¸m ]ns¶, Rm³ Xs¶ Ct§m«p t]m¶p...."
GS¯n AIt¯íp Ibdn. Rm³ hfn¨ apJt¯msS Ahtc t\m¡n. hntÃ¨nbpsS
]mhmS ap«n\p Xmsg htctb Xmgv¶ncp¶pÅp. GS¯n AXp Ip, ]ns¶ cp
t]tcbpw amdn amdn t\m¡n.
" Rm³ ...Np½mXncp¶¸w...." Rm³ hn¡n.
" F¦n¸ns¶ s\\¡v..H¶p ]dtª¨pw t]mcmambncp¶ntÃ... AhnsS HscmÁ Npf
sImS¼pfnbnÃ... ao³ sh«n sh¨ncníphm... F¶m \nt¶ ItStesím¶p hnSm¶p
IcpXnbm t\m¡ntb...."
AhcpsS apJs¯mcp IÅ¨ncn. t]meokp \mb aW¡p¶ t]mse AhÀ aq¡p
hnSÀ¯n. G¨nbpsS apJt¯íp kq£n¨p t\m¡n. ]ns¶ \ne¯p Xqhn¡nS¡p¶
hntÃ¨n Xp¸nb ip¢an{inXw t\m¡n. G¨nbpsS »uknsâ Hcp lp¡v At¸mgpw Xpd¶p
InS¡pIbmbncp¶p.
" CsX´m hnemkn\o NqSp IqSpXemcnípw AtÃ... AÃ XpWnsbms¡
sXmd¶n«ncn¡p¶Xv...." At¸mgmWp G¨n cmas¯ lq¡nsâ ImcytamÀ¯Xv.
s]s«¶v AXS¨p. ]ns¶ ap«p htc DbÀ¶p InS¶ ]mhmS hen¨p Xmgv¯nbn«p.
" Mm... \Ã NqsSmv....." G¨ntb hnbÀ¯p.
" Cu NqS¯v hmXneS¨v apdníI¯ncp¶m... AÃm.... CsX´m.... hnemkn\n ]g¦ªn
IpSn¡phmcpt¶m C¶v.. Nndntbepw s\e¯psams¡ IªnshÅw Xqhnbncníp¶p...."
hntÃ¨n NndnXpS¨p. AdnbmsX H¶p aW¯p. AdnbmsX B apJw Npfnªp. ]ns¶
]mhmSbnÂ XpS¨p. CsXÃmw {i²n¨p \n¶ GS¯n ]dªp.
" F¶m... hnemkn\o.... Hs¦n..... Hcp aq¶mep sNmf sImS¼pfn Xm.... taSníp¼w
Xncn¨p Xcmw...."
hntÃ¨n Fgpt¶Â¡ms\mcp§n. At¸mÄ GS¯n hne¡n.
" Fgpt¶Â¡... \n§sS ]Wn \St¶mt«... FhnsSbm Ccnípt¶¶v ]dªm aXn.....
Rms\Spt¯mfmw... "
AXp hIshímsX hntÃ¨n Fgpt¶Áv ]pfnbpsS ]m{XsaSp v̄ GS¯nbpsS I¿nÂ
sImSp¯p. GS¯n cp aq¶p IjWw FSp¯p F¶n«v ]m{Xw G¨nbpsS I¿nteíp
sImSp¯p. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" sImS¼pfnbm.... \¶mbn«v AS¨p kq£n¨p sh¨m... cpNnbmbn«v D]tbmKnímw...
sXmd¶p ht¨¡Ãv.... tIt«m... "
B ]dªXnsemcp Zp:ÊqN\bntÃ. hntÃ¨n Ft¶ H¶p t\m¡n. G¨n AS¸p \¶mbn«p
apdp¡nbS¨p. ]ns¶ ]m{Xw XncnsI sh¨p.
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" F¶m hnemkn\o.. Rm³ t]mt«... A½ samfIct¨mncn¡phm.... FSm... Cu
hnemkn\otS ]¨¡dn¸Wn Ignbp¼w... \o t\sc ho«ntem«p hctW... ItSsem¶p
t]mWw..." GS¯n ASp¡fbnÂ \n¶pw ]pd¯nd§n.
" R§sS ]Wn Ignªp... KotX¨o... C\n... F\níp sN¿ms\mÅtX HÅp. hmkq«³
sNÃv...." hntÃ¨n ]dªp.
" Igntªm..?... F\nípw tXm¶n.... Ignªq¶v.... ]ns¶ C\ow samd¯nÂ _m¡n
HtÃm¶p Ip ]dªXm... F¶m \o hmSm..."
GS¯n \S¶p. Rm³ Xncnªv hntÃ¨ntb H¶p Xebm«n ImWn¨n«v ]pdtI \S¶p.
ASp¡fbpsS ap³hmXnÂ Xpd¶p ]pd¯nd§pt¼mÄ GS¯n Xncnªp \n¶p tNmZn¨p.
" AÃ hnemkn\o... C¸gpw samdw s\dªp sIS¡phtÃ... thtW.. FÃmw
XoÀ¯n«nht\ hn«m aXn.... HÁímIp¼w s]s«¶p XoÀ¶p In«ptIe....."
" th KotX... C\nsbmÅXv Rms\mÁív sNbvtXmfmw...."
" F¶m hmkq«³ hm.... "
At¸mÄ hniz³ ]d¼nÂ \n¶pw Hmebpambn tIdn h¶p.
" hmkpth«³ t]mIphmtWm... Rm³ sI«nht¨¡mw....AtÃÂ At§m«p sImzcmw.... "
" Mqw..." Rms\m¶p aqfn. ]ns¶ sh«nbmSp¶ B IpS¡pnIfpsS Xmfhpw t\m¡n
GS¯nbpsS ]pdtI \S¶p.

ho«nÂ sN¶p, Rm³ Fsâ apdnbnteíp t]mbn. At¸mÄ ASp¡fbnÂ \n¶pw
A½bpsS iÐw.
" AÃ... \o CsXhnsSt¸mbXmcps¶So... C¸w ChnsS \níp¶ IXmWtÃm..."
" Rm³ t\m¡nb¸w sImS¼pfn InÃt½... F¶m cp sNmf ISw taSním¶p IcpXn
ImÀt¯¨oShnsS t]mbXm..."
" tM... CXp \Ã Iq¯v... \o FhnsSbm ]pfn t\m¡oXv.... tZ... Cu AeamtcsS ap¼nÂ
Xt¶ CcnípItÃ dm¯ep IW¡n\p sImS¼pfn...."
" At¿m....ChnsSmmcpt¶m... A¸w Rms\hnsSbm... t\m¡nbXv.... Fsâsbmcp
Imcyw...." GS¯n ]dbp¶Xp tI«p.
Rm³ a\ÊnÂ ]dªp. Al¦mco... \o t\m¡nbXv Ftâw hnemkn\otSw
Ihs¡tSsem«v.. t\m¡ntím, \nsâ shey B sImS¼pfn Hcp Znhkw Rm³ ISn¨p
]dnípw.
Hcp Ipgeq¯nsâ kpJw Ignªt¸mÄ Bekyw. Rm³ H¶p ab§n.

" FSm...kmtd... FWoív.... aXn Hd§oXv... " GS¯nbpsS iÐw tI«mWp Rm\pWÀ¶Xv
]mhmSbpw tIÁn¡p¯n GS¯n hmXnÂ¡Â.
" Fgpt¶Â¡v .... F\n¡dnbmw, \Ã £oWw ImWpw... ChnsS Xn¶pI... hÃ ho«nepw
t]mbn ]WnXp sImSp¡pI... sImÅmw tamt\... \nsâ ]cn]mSn... "
" Rm³ ]Wnbm³ t]mbXÃ...Np½m..."
I«nenencp¶v Imem«n apJw IqÀ¸n¨p Rm³ ]dªp. GS¯n ]pdtIm«p t\m¡n. F¶n«v
iÐw Ipd¨p tNmZn¨p.
" AsX\n¡dnbmw... Cs¶´mcp¶p... sFÁw..?.. B \t¯men s]®nsâ hmbnev.....
AtÃepw \o alm sX½mSnbmbn« hcp¶Xv... FSm CXv \nsâ `mhnív \ÃXn\Ã...
]dtª¡mw...."
" GS¯nb½.. thmXo\w ]db...tIt«m..." Rm³ hn«psImSp¯nÃ.
" Rms\´n\m ]dbtW... IXIpw sXmd¶nt«mÃmcpt¶m cpw IqsS... FSm... B
XÅsb§m\pw B t\c v̄ tIdn h¶mcps¶¦n \nsâ _m¡n ImWpamcpt¶mSm...
]mhw... AXnsâ tamt´epw s\e¯pw.... F¶m XpWnsb¦nepw H¶v t\tc sNmthz....
AÃ F\ns¡´m... \¶mbm s\\¡v sImÅmw... Ahkm\w IpÁw F\nímIpw.... hm
h¶p hÃXpw Ignt¨mv sNÃv ... ASp¯ sFÁ¯n\v.... "
Rm³ anmsX AhcpsS ]pdtI B Xmfw XpÅp¶ IpnItf A\pIcn¨p sImp
\S¶p. ASp¡f hmXnÂ¡se¯nbs¸mÄ s]s«¶hÀ Xncnªp. t\m¡pt¼mÄ Ahtc
A\pIcn¨v Ipnbm«n \S¡p¶ Rm³. Fs¶ \nÀ¶ntajbmbn H¶p t\m¡n. ]ns¶
]dªp.
" Ft¶ tIm{]mbw Im«ntím... ]ns¶tb... B s]®ns\§m\pw htÃmw ]Ánbm....
t\cn«p Rm³ km£n ]dbpw... ]dbpw, \obm sIm¨nsâ Xt´¶vv..."
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tlm, F\níp kam[m\ambn. ChÀ D]{Zhn¡nÃ. ]t£ F´psImnhÀ A½tbmSp
t]mepw H¶pw ]dbp¶nÃ ? tN«t\mtSm AOt\mtSm ]dªmÂ ]ns¶, Ipníp ]mf
sI«nbm aXn. sNe¸w, Rm\pw Hcp]Imcw sNbvXp sImSp¯Xp sImmbncnípw.
F§s\ Cu km[\¯nsâ I®p sh«ním³ ]Ápw.

G«¯nb½ - - 7

XpSÀ¶pÅ Ipsd Znhk§Ä bmsXmcp ckhpanÃmsX IS¶pt]mbn, BÂ¯dbnsebpw
Iep¦nsebpw hmbnÂt\m«hpw ]ns¶ KtWisâ Iptd hfn¸pIfpw Hs¡bmbn. H¶p
cp {]mhiyw GS¯nbpsS apdnbnÂ tIdm³ t\m¡n. XSÊ§Ä ImcWw H¶pw
\S¶nÃ., Hcp Znhkw tN«³, ]ns¶ A½, ]ns¶ IpfnIgnªt¸mÄ kÔybmbn, A½
\maw sNmÃm³ hnfn¨p.
F¶mÂ CXn\nSív hntÃ¨nbpambn skmÅmsa¶p sh¨t¸mÄ AhfpsS AO³ kvYncw
ho«nÂ. At§cp Ipsd Znhkmbn«p ]Wníp t]mIp¶nÃ. F§s\sb¦nepw hntÃ¨nbpsS
B sNc¸p ]Wnbpw IqSn In«Ww, AXp Ignbpt¼mÄ thsdmcp ImcWw. GXmbmepw
hntÃ¨ntbmSpÅ Fsâ Bkàn IqSnIqSn hcnIbmbncp¶p. KtWit\ H¶p
aWnbSn¨mÂ FhnsSsb¦nepw H¶p ]®m³ H¡pw, \nhr¯nbnÃmsX B hgnhtc
BtemNn¨p, ]t£ Bsc¦nepw AdnªmÂ ]ns¶ Pohn¨ncntí ImcyanÃ.
Ahkm\w tXm«pIShnte Ae¡pImcnbpsS Xq§nb apeIfpw ]ns¶
AÃdNnÃdIfpambn XÅn\o¡n.. ]t£ hntÃ¨n Hcp kuP\yw sNbvXp X¶p.
Bsfmgnª apdntbm kuIcytam In«nbmÂ H¶p apeíp ]nSním\pw aphi¯p H¶p
tXmm\pw sR¡m\pw Hs¡ \n¶p Xcpw,. sNdnb IpnbmsW¦nepw AXnÂ
sR¡p¶Xp hntÃ¨nípw Cãambncp¶p. Ip® aq¸n¨v tZl¯p ap«n¨mÂ Bsc¦nepw
Dtm F¶p NpÁn\pw t\m¡nbn«v Nnet¸mÄ ]nSn¨v sR¡pw, ]t£ CsXms¡
sk¡âpIÄ am{Xw \ofp¶ Iem]cn]mSnIÄ. B kmam\¯nÂ H¶p sXmSm\pw aq¡p
ap«n¡m\pw Ahkcw t\m¡n \S¶p. ]t£ H¶pw \S¶nÃ. Hcp Znhkw
ASp¡fhi¯p kÔyab¡¯n\p I¿nÂ In«nbXmbncp¶p. _ew ]nSn¨v
]mhmS¨cSn\pÅnÂ I¿n«Xpambncp¶p. At¸mgmbncp¶p ImÀ¯nb½bpsS hnfn.
tI«Xpw, B \nanjw hntÃ¨n HmSn¡fªp. hniz³ F¶p ]dbp¶ B \cp´v sNdp¡³
Fsâ Xesh«w ImÂ ]ns¶ ]pdIo¶p amd¯nÃ. Ahs\ sh«n¨msW¦nepw Rm³
sN¶mÂ hntÃ¨n IXInsâ ]pdInÂ sh¨psams¡ ]nSním\pw \pÅm\pw hgnsbmcp¡n
Xcpambncp¶p. F§s\bmbmepw Znhkhpw Hcp hmW¯n\pÅ hI H¯ncnípw.
]t£ Fsâ ho«nencníp¶ kabw Bbncp¶p GÁhpw hnjaw ]nSn¨ kabw.
GS¯ntb ImÂ DSt\ HfnªpI cq]amWp a\ÊnÂ HmSnsb¯pI. ]ns¶
GS¯n XpWn DSp¯n«nsÃ¶pw B Icps¸«n apeIÄ Fs¶ t\m¡n Nncníp¶p F¶pw
tXm¶pw. XSn¨p s]m§nb B ap³his¯ ssaXm\¯p Xt¶ Fsâ t\m«w Xdípw.
AhnsS \nc¶p\nÂ¡p¶ IpÁntcma§Ä hkv{X§fpsS ad t`Zn¨v Fsâ
I®pIfnse¯pw. Nnet¸mÄ `£Ww hnf¼m³ sUkvInsâ AcnInÂ h¶p
\nÂ¡pt¼mÄ Fsâ I®pIÄ B `mK¯p Xs¶ Xd¨p \nÂ¡pw. B `b¦cníXp
a\Ênemsb¶p tXm¶p¶p. Hcp Znhkw AXp G«¯n Xpd¶p ]dbp¶ t]mse tXm¶n.
G«¯n tZmiíp km¼msdmgním³ h¶p ap¶nÂ \n¶t¸mÄ Fsâ t\m«w B IpSph³
]p¡nfnepw AXn\p Xmtgíp Xpfp¼n \nÂ¡p¶ hbdnepw Xd¨p \n¶p.
" km¼mdp Hgn¨Xp aXntbmSm...?.. " F¶v AhÀ tNmZn¨Xp Rm³ tI«nÃ. AdnbmsX
Rm³ ]dªpt]mbn.
" Hcp Xhn km¼mdp sImÅpatÃm..." CXp ]dªs¸mÄ sUkvInÂ sXm«p\n¶
GS¯nbpsS ]p¡nfnÂ Fsâ CSXpIbv sImp, Adnªp Xt¶. AhÀ sR«n
]ndtIm«p Aåw amdn ]ns¶ Hcp Xhn km¼mdp IqSn Fsâ ]m{X¯nsemgn¨p.
" tM... F´n\m ]nt¶w Hgn¨Xv..."
" \obtÃ ]dªXv C\ow sImÅpsa¶v..."
" Rm³ ]dªXv...."
" s\\¡p h«p tIdn... hÃ s]¼ntÅcptSw ]pdtI \S¶v..."
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]Xps¡ ]dªp sImv GS¯n ]m{Xw iànbmbn Xmsg sh¨n«v A¸pdt¯íp t]mbn.
tZmi XoÀ¶t¸mÄ Rm³ hnfn¨ptNmZn¨p.
" C\ow tZmibntÃ.. AtXm Igntªm..."
At¸mÄ A½ shfnbnÂ \n¶pw hnfn¨p ]dªp.
" KotX.... hmkq«\p thsX´m¨m FSp¯p sImSp¡v..."
" Ahs\Sp¯p Ignt¨mfpw... F\níp h¿.... Ahsâ Hcp apSnª t\m«w... s\\¡n¸w
thsd Ft´m thW¶m tXm¶ev... AtÃSm....." ]ndp]ndp¯psImv AhÀ hopw h¶v
F\níp hnf¼n X¶p.
" CãansÃ¦n F\nsím¶pw Xc......." Rm³ ]dªp.
" CãamsW¶pw ]dªv FÃmw In«psa¶pw hnNmcntí.....Ahsâsbmcnãw.... lpw.. "

GS¯n apÁaSníp¶ Znhk§fnÂ Rm³ Dan¡cnsbSp¯v ]Ãpapcp½n shdptX
AhÀ¡p NpÁpw \S¡pw. Ip\nªp \S¶p apÁaSn¡pt¼mÄ B apeIÄ cnsâbpw
]IpXnIÄ »ukn\p shfnbnembncnípw. s]®nsâ apeIÄ A§s\ ImWp¶sXmcp
ckamWv. Rm³ t\m¡p¶Xp ImWpt¼mÄ GS¯n sasÃ F\níp ]pdw Xncnbpw,
F¶n«p kmcntbm lm^vkmcntbm FSp v̄ amd¯pIqSn hen¨p Ip¯pw. ]t£ ^ew
XssYh. B h³apeIÄ B Ip¯pw ]dn¨p sImv hopw Xq§nbIepw. Rm\pw
]pdtI Xncnªp ap¼nÂ sNÃpw. apÁaSn ]IpXnbmIpt¼mtgípw tN«³ \o Hcp
tIm«phmbpambn Fgpt¶Áp hcpw. At¸mÄ Rm³ H¶padnbm¯ t]mse t\sc
InWÁpIcbnteíp t]mIpw. AXpw t\m¡n Hcp IpkrXn¨ncntbmsS AhÀ t\sc
\nhÀ¶p \n¶v Nqensâ aqSpX«n Dd¸nípw.
GS¯nbpw A½bpsams¡ Nnet¸mÄ hoSnsâ ]pdIphi¯v Ip¯nbncp¶v
aq{Xsamgnímdpv. Hcp Znhkw A½ ]d¼nÂ t]mb kab v̄ GS¯n I¿pw Xncp½n
ASp¡fbnÂ \n¶pw ]pdInteínd§p¶Xp Ip. F\níp a\Ênembn aWenÂ
]X¸ním³ t]mbXmsW¶v. Rm³ H¶padnbm¯ a«nÂ At§m«p sN¶p. GS¯n
`n¯nbpsS aqeív XpWn N´nsím¸w s]m¡nsh¨v iviviviviviviv iÐ¯nÂ apÅn
ckníp¶p. hncnªp \nÂ¡p¶ ]d¡pnIÄ ]IpXn ImWmw. Ft¶¡Xpw s]s«¶v
NmSn Fgpt¶Áp. XpWn XpShtc Xmgv¯n ]nSn¨v Imeåw Ih¨p \n¶p. s]s«¶p
\nÀ¯nbXp sImmbncnípw, AdnbmsX H¶p cp aq{X¯pÅnIÄ
ImepIÄ¡nSbneqsS Xmtgíp hoWXpw Rm³ Ip. Xmsg aWenÂ ]Xbpw Hcp
sNdnb Ipgnbpw. F\nínãs¸«p B Imgv¨.
" F´p ImWm\mSm Ct§m«p h¶Xv....a\pjyt\ apÅm\pw k½Xní¯nsÃ¶p sh¨m....."
AhÀ Fs¶ cq£ambn t\m¡n.
" BMvlm... GS¯nb½ apÅphmcpt¶m...Rm³ hnNmcn¨p...." Rm³ \ne¯p
t\m¡ns¡mp ]dªp.
" AÃ... Rm³ Acnbm«phmcp¶p... \nsâ ]Xn\mdn\v....t]mSm \mdo...A{]¯v......"
AhÀ XesNcn¨v Fs¶ B«n. Rm\Xp tIÄ¡m¯ `mh¯nÂ XncnsI \S¶p.

]ntÁ Rmbdmgv¨ sNdnb Hcp ad¸pc hoSnsâ ]pdInÂ HmesImp tN«³
sI«ns¡mSp¯p. hoSn\pÅnÂ Ipfnapdn Ht¶bpÅp. AXpsImv AXymhiyw h¶mÂ
D]tbmKn¡ms\¶pw ]dªmWv tN«t\s¡mv sI«n¨Xv. GXmbmepw Fsâ ieyw
sImmsW¶mcpw ]dªp tI«nÃ, Bizmkambn. ]Wn Ignªt¸mÄ Rm³
AXn\Is¯ms¡ H¶p t\m¡n. Cd§nhcpt¼mÄ GS¯n \nÂ¡p¶p.
" F´m...Hfnªp t\m¡m³ ]gpsXmtm¶p t\m¡phmcnípw... C§p ht¶cv... tam´íp
Rm³ aq{Xsamgnípw...." AS¡nb kzc¯nÂ tZjy¯nÂ IbvhncÂ Nqns¡mhÀ
]dªp.
Rm\pw hn«nÃ.
" A¸w sImg¸anÃ... AXp ImWm\tÃ KoX¡p«o..... Rm\o s]Sm¸mSp s]Sp¶Xv...."
" t^mSm... \mWanÃm¯ Akt¯.... t]mbn \nsâ aÁhtSXv t]mbn t\m¡v..... F¶n«v
aW¸nt¨mv \S¡v. ...."
AhÀ ASp¡fbnteíp tIdn t]mbn. hmXnÂ¡Â sN¶v Ahscm¶p Xncnªp t\m¡n.
Ahtc¯t¶ t\m¡n \nÂ¡p¶ Fsâ \nÂ¸p It¸mÄ hopw B IpkrXn¨ncn B
apJ¯p hncntªm Fs¶mcp kwibw.
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Fsâ tXhtc. Cu km[\¯nt\ Hcp ]nSnbpw In«p¶nÃtÃm. tZjyw ImWn¡p¶pv,
No¯ ]dbp¶papv, ]t£ Fsâ IpkrXnIÄ BtcmSpw ]dbp¶panÃ. B, Ft´m
BIs«.
Hcp Znhkw D¨Ignªv hnemkn\n ho«nÂ h¶p. s]®p§Ä cpt]cpw IqSn
Xn®bnencp¶v skmd]d¨nepw apSnNoIepw t]³t\m«hpw XpS§n. A½ apdnbnÂ
ab§p¶p. Ipd¨pt\cw NpÁn¸Án \S¶n«v, Rm³ hntÃ¨nbpsS ASp v̄ sN¶ncp¶p.
" tZ hntÃ¨osS apSn H¯ncn sImdªp..... sImgnªp t]mb amXncn..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" Hm.. Ahsâsbmcp k¦Sw Itm... tI«m tXm¶pw ... Ch\m s\sâ sIt«yms\¶v..
CtÃ hnemkn\o...?.."
Ahsfm¶pw annbnÃ. B apJw H¶p hnhÀ®amb t]mse. F¦nÂ Chtc H¶p
N½n¨n«p Xs¶ Imcyw. Rm³ Fsâ ImfcmK¯nÂ AhnsSbncp¶p aqfn
" {]mWmYs\\níp \ÂInb...]cam\µ ckw...."
" Blm.. Imf ]mSps¶mtÃm... FhnsS In«o... CXv... Ct¶htc tIÄ¡m¯ Hcp
Iq¯v..." GS¯n Ifnbm¡n. hntÃ¨nbpw Nncn¨p.
" apÃ¸qs¼mSn GÂ¡p¶ IÃn\pw aWsams¶tÃ ]tdt¶... CtÃ hntÃ¨o...?.."
" B.. F\n¡dnb¯nÃ...." hntÃ¨n Ibv aeÀ¯n.
" sicnbm... H¶p cp Znhkw.. Ch³ \n§sS ho«o¶v ChnsS hcp¼w \Ã
apÃ¸qs¼mSosS aWmcp¶p..... GtXm ItÃ¶p In«nbXmcnípw ...IgpIo«pw Ipfn¨n«pw
t]mIm¯ aWw..."
AXp tI« hntÃ¨n AdnbmsX ]mhmS Iq«n¸nSn¨v ImepIÄ¡nSbnÂ Npcp«n sh¨p.
F¶n«p ]dªp.
" cmhnte H¶p Ipfn¡W¶p hnNmcn¨Xm KotX... ]ÁoÃ....."
" Hm, AXp kmcanÃ... Ht¶m ctm sZhkw hnemkn\n Ipfn¨ntÃepw ChnsS BÀ¡pw
C¸w ]cmXn HmI¯nÃ....... CtÃSm... hmkq«m...."
GS¯n Fsâ t\tc t\m¡n KqVambn Nncn¨p. Rm\t¸mÄ hopw aqfn.
" IZfnhmg¡¿nencp¶p Im¡bn¶p.. hncp¶p hnfn¨p...."
s]s«¶v GS¯n Ft¶ H¶p t\m¡n. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" Fgpt¶Áp t]mSm..... Hcp¯³ ]mSp¶p..... s]®p§tf Im ]ns¶... ao\nsâ ]pdtI
]q¨ \S¡p¶ t]mtebm Ch\p sNe¸w... H¶pantÃÂ t]mbn tXm«nÂ NqbnsSSm...
htÃmw XSbpw... ao³ hcm\pÅ kabambn... sNÃv... hnemkn\n Ipfním³ t]mWntÃ
tXm«nÂ...?.."
" FâtOm... Rm\ntÃ... aXnbmbn...... KoX t]mIp¶ntÃ... "
" Rm\pw C¸w Ipfn ChnsSbm¡n......"
" AsX´m...?..."
" F\níp h¿... Cu At«sS ISn sImÅm\pw ]ns¶ sNdp¡½mscs¡mv
acps¶mm¡n¡m\pw... ]ns¶... " GS¯n \nÀ¯n.
" F¶m Rm\t§m«p sNÃs« KotX... AO³ sNe¸w sXc¡pw...." hntÃ¨n Fgpt¶Áp.
" C¯ncqsS Ccnsít¶... \½fv hntij§sfm¶pw ]dªnÃtÃm..."
" CÃ KotX...Im¸nIpSn Ignªp hcmw..."
" F¶m sicn ...sNÃv...." hnemkn\n apSn hmcns¡«n, Cd§n \S¶p. Rm\pw ]pdtI
\S¶p. DSt\ GS¯n hnfn¨p.
" FSm... hmkq«m... \o FhnsSt¸mIphm... AhfhfpsS ho«nt¸mIphm... \otbm....?..."
" Np½m...."
" A§s\ Np½....Ct§m«p hm... ChnsS ]nSn¸Xp ]Wov..."
Rms\m¶p aSn¨p. GS¯n Fs¶ H¶p Xd¸n¨p t\m¡n. Rm³ Xncn¨p AhcpsS
ASpt¯íp sN¶p.
" F´p ]Wnbm HÅXv...?.."
" Fsâ tam³ hm...]dbmw..." GS¯n Fsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨v ASp¡fbnteíp sImp
t]mbn.
" FSm... s\\s¡hnS¶m s]s«¶v... Cu ]ms«ms¡ In«ntb...?..."
" AXv...AXv ]nt¶...."
" kXyw ]dbWw...."
" A¼e¯o¶v tI«Xm...."
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" BMvlm... A¼e¯n Cu cp ]mt« HtÅm....?...t\cp ]dªntÃÂ Rm³ FÃmw
tN«t\mSp ]dªp sImSp¡pw... s\tâw s\sâ hntÃ¨otSw FÃm tXíepw aW¡epw
\¡epw Hs¡..."
GS¯n Fs¶ hnc«n. tN«sâ t]cp ]dªtXmsS Fsâ Kymkp t]mbn.
" C¶msfmcp sZhkw.. GS¯nb½ ]mSp¶Xp tI«Xm....."
" A¸w \o Fsâ apdnhmXpt¡ Hfn¨p \n¶p tI¡phmcp¶p AtÃ..."
" Mqlpw.... Rm\Xnte \S¶p t]mb¸w... tI«Xm..."
" \o AIt¯m«v Hfnªp t\m¡nbmcpt¶m At¶cw...?..."
ASp¯pÅ s_©nÂ Ccp¶psImv Cuknbmbn«hÀ tNmZn¨p. Rm³ AhcpsS ap¼nÂ
sN¶v \n¶p. F¶n«v Xe sNmdnªp.
" At¿... Rm\m Xc¡mc\Ã... t]mcmªn«v IXIS¨ncníphmcp¶p. sXmd¶mcpt¶...
Rm\I¯p ht¶t\... F\níp ]m«p hey Cãm... ]ns¶, GS¯nbt½sS kztcmw
\ÃXm.... Rms\m¶p tNmZnt¨mt«... Ft¶msS´n\m GS¯nb½ín{X tZjyw.....?.."
Ahsct¶ H¶p t\m¡n. ]ns¶ Fsâ sNhníp ]nSn¨p kuayambn Ingp¡nbn«p
]dªp.
" \nsâ sNekabt¯ hnIrXnIfp ImWp¼w F\ní§p shdªptIdpIm.... \nsâ
t\mt«mw... XdpXe ]d¨nepw... \ns¶ hnizkn¡m³ sImÅ¯nÃ... Hfnªp t\m¡m\pw
aSním¯h\m \o...."
" Rm³ GS¯nb½tbmsSmcp sImgt¸mw ImWn¨n«nÃtÃm... FÃm ktXymw...
hntÃ¨nbmbn«p ImWn¨Xpt]mepw... GS¯n tNmZn¨¸w.... Rm³ X¯ ]td¶ t]mse
sXmd¶p ]dªntÃ.... ]ns¶... A¶v..... B Hcp {]mhiyw...am{Xw A§s\
]Ánt¸mbXtÃ..."
" B Hcp {]mhiyw ]ÁnbXv aXotÃm... F´n\m A[nIw {]mhiyw.....
AtXmÀ¡p¼sgms¡ Fsâ sXmen s]mfnbpIm... \mWt¡Sp sImv... BtcmsS¦nepw
]dbm³ sImÅmthm... A\nb³ sN¡³... GS¯otS thm¯nS v̄ I¿n«q¶p
]dªm... AXpw Rm³ \n¶p sImSp¯n«v... Fsâ tXhtc... hÃms¯mtcSmIqS¯nem...
Rm³...."
" Hm.. GS¯n....C\n F´n\m F¸gpw AXv HmÀ¡ptIw ]dbptIw sN¿pt¶... AXp
adt¶ív.... AsXms¡ Rmt\mÀt¯mfmw..." Rm³ H¶p Nncn¨p.
" F´mSm \o ]dtª... \o HmÀ¡mt\m... F¶ns«´p In«m\m s\\¡v... "
AhÀ Fgpt¶Áv Fsâ t\À¡pXncnªp. kmcn FSp v̄ FfnbnÂ Ip¯n..
" HmÀt¯mv... Rm³ sN¿ms\mÅXv sN¿pw...Rm³ C¶mfp ]dªntÃ.....AXp Xt¶..."
" Al¦mco....\nt¶ Rm³... C¶p sicnbm¡pw... "
AhÀ Hcp XhnsbSp¯p. Fs¶ ASnímt\m§n. Rm³ shfnbnÂ NmSn. AhÀ
hmXn¡Â htc h¶p. ]ns¶ Xncnªp \S¶p. Rm³ Xncnsb hmXnÂ¡Â h¶v
AIt¯íp t\m¡n. kmcn¯es¸Sp¯p Ip¯n, ]m{Xw IgpIp¶Xn\nSív AhÀ ]mSp¶p.
" {]mW\mYs\\níp \ÂInb... ]cam\µ..."
Rm³ AIt¯íp Xebn«p. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" \¶mbn«p ]mSp¶pp tIt«m... F\n¡nãm..... "
AhÀ hopw t\sc Xncnªp hmXnÂ¡se¯n. Rm³ apÁ¯p NmSn. Ffníp I¿pw
sImSp¯v apJw sNcn¨v AhÀ Ft¶ t\m¡n. B apJ v̄ hopw B KqVkvanXw.
Fsâ DÅnÂ Hcp Ipfncv.

t\m¡n¡m¯ncp¶t¸mÄ Hcp Znhkw Ahkcw H¯p In«n. A¶v A½
sXmSnbnsehntSsbm t]mbn. GXmsmcp \mepaWn Bbn¡mWpw. G«¯n
IpfnapdnbnÂ tIdn IXISíp¶Xp Rm³ Ip. t\tc AhcpsS apdnbnÂ Ibdn.
I«nensâ Iosgbncp¶ sa¯¸m Hs¶Sp¯v XÃns¡m«n, s]mSn tIdn F§m\pw
Xp½nt¸mbmtem. C¶nt¸m thsdmcp ISemkps]«n IqSn h¶n«pv. Iãn¨v F\níp
Hfn¨p InS¡m\pÅ kvYew In«pw. FÃmw Hcp¡n Rm³ Im¯p InS¶p. I«nenÂ
amdnbpSp¡m\pÅ kmcnbpw aÁpw InS¡p¶p. A§s\ InS¡pt¼mÄ tIÄ¡mw tN«sâ
hnfn. Fsâ DsÅm¶p InSp§n.
" KotX.... KotX.. At½... At½... FhsSt¸mbn FÃmcpw.... FSm.. hmkq«m... hoSpw
sXmd¶nt«¨v FÃmcpw IqSn Ft§m«p t]mbn.....KotX..."
" Rm³ Ipfn¡phm G«m... Zm h¶p Ignªp...."
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IpfnapdnbnÂ \n¶pw GS¯n hnfntI«p. tN«sâ kzcw tI«Xpw Rm³ shfnbnend§m³
t\m¡n. At¸mtgípw tN«³ apdnbnÂ tIdn¡gnªp. tIdnb]msS jÀ«qcn Abbnen«p.
app amdn ssIen DSp¯p. ]ns¶ apIfnÂ \n¶v Xmt¡mseSp¯v Aeamcn Xpd¶p. Iptd
ImsiSp¯v F®n t\m¡n jÀ«nsâ Ioibnen«p. At¸mtgípw GS¯n Ibdn h¶p.
A¶s¯ amXncn Xs¶ shdpw ]mhmSbpw Xpd¶n« »ukpw AXn\p apIfnÂ
hnXnÀ¯nbn« \\ª tXmÀ¯pw. apdnbnÂ tIdnb]msS IXIS¨p km£mbn«p. F¶n«p
tNmZn¨p.
" Rms\m¶p taep IgpIpImcp¶p.... `b¦c NqSv... AÃm..., F´p ]Án C¶n{X
t\ct¯.... "
" H¶pw ]ÁoXsÃSo.... C¯ncn Imip thWmcp¶p.... \½sS kvYncw adnhpImcsâ I¿nÂ
H¶panÃ.... kÔyíp skbnephn¡mcp Xncn¨p hcp¼w Imip sImSp¡Ww. CtÃÂ
Ah·mcp Nc¡p Xc¯nÃ...." tN«³ I«nencp¶p.
" A¸w HSt\ Xncn¨p t]mIphmtWm..." GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" t]mWw... Hcp aWn¡qdp Igo¼w DjÊp Xncn¨p hcp¼w...." DjÊp R§fpsS dq«nÂ
IqSn HmSp¶ BsIbpÅ Hcp _ÊmWv.
" F¦n G«\ncnív... Rm\n¸w Im¸ow ]elmtcmw Xcmw.... tZ...Rm\o XpWnsbm¶p
amdntíms«...."
GS¯n I«nen\cnInteíp \S¶Sp¯p. \S¶t¸mÄ kpXmcyamb tXmÀ¯nI\ v̄
InS¶m t]mÀapeIÄ Nm©mSn. `oIm´co£ambncp¶n«pw B Iq«¯nÂ Fsâ a\Êpw
Nm©mSn. tXmÀ¯n\pÅnÂ IqSn It¸mÄ B Idp¯ sR«pw ape¡®pIfpw IqSpXÂ
Imtam±o]Iambn F\níp tXm¶n. Cu tN«³]mcw H¶p t]mbn¡n«nbncps¶¦nÂ,
Rm³ tXhtcmSp {]mÀ°n¨p. I«nen\Sp¯p h¶p Ignªv F\nsím¶pw ImWm³
]ÁnbnÃ. ]ns¶ kwkmcta tI«pÅp.
" F\nín¸w Im¸ow ]elmtcmw H¶pw thsSo... \ns¶ C§s\ Xs¶ Xn¶m³ X¶m
aXn..."
" At¿m, CXv ]«m¸Iem... Bsc¦nepsams¡ ImWpw tIt«m... G«\p ItS
t]mIms\mÅXtÃ... " GS¯n InWp§p¶p.
" At½w hmkq«\pw Hs¡ F´ntbSo....?..." tN«³ kvt\lt¯msS tNmZn¨p.
" B, A½ sXmSoteínd§W Ip.... hmkq«³ sNe¸w A¸pdt¯ ho«n¡mWpw ..
hnemkn\osS hmbnt\m¡n Ccn¸pmIpw..." GS¯n G«sâ ap¼nÂ h¶p \n¶p.
" F¶m Ah³ hmbn t\m¡n AhnSncnís«.... A¸w.. \Ã kab¯m Rm³ h¶Xv
AtÃ...."
" tZ... Hcp Imcyw Rm³ ]dªnÃm¶p th... Ah\pw B s]®pw IqSnsbmÅ Ifn
C¯ncn IqSp¶qtms¶\níp kwibwv..... Ah³ \ncq]n¨mepw Hcp s]®n\p
hbÁnsemm¡m³ ]Ápw... H¶p imkn¡p¶Xv \ÃXm...."
Gsâ hbÁnÂ HcmfÂ. ]dªp ]dªv ChÀ sImfam¡ptam. F¦nÂ tN«³ Fsâ
]peIpfn \S¯pw. I®nt¨mcbnÃm¯ km[\amWXv. A\nb\msWs¶m¶pw
hnNmcn¡¯nÃ.
" A§s\bmsW¦nÂ Hm¡s«So... shtÅmw aotiw sh¨ sN¡\tÃ... ]ns¶ B
s]®n\pw ISn ImWpw, s]c s\dªp \n¡pItÃ... C¯ncn Ahfpw IqSn
kt´mjnt¨ms«t¶..... "
" A¿S...\Ã Hcp tN«³.... F¦n... Rm\n§s\ ]p kpJnt¨¨m h¶ncps¶¦n.... tN«\p
]nSníphmcpt¶m... BZycm{Xo.. s]®nsâ kmam\¯n I¿n«p t\m¡p¶ ]pcpj³ BZyw
\n§fmcnípw F¶m F\níp tXm¶pt¶..."
" AXp ]ns¶... sI«nb s]®nt\ t\ct¯ thdmsc¦nepw D¸p t\m¡os«mtm¶p
t\m¡nbXtÃ....AXns\´m sImg¸w....?..."
" sImg¸w... F\ní§p shdªp tIdnbXm... At¶cw Xs¶ Fd§n kvYew hnSm³
tXm¶nbXm... ]n¶§p kln¨p... Ft¶t¸mse Xt¶ Hcp s]®tÃ B hnemkn\ow...
AXnsâ sIt«ym\pw \n§sS kz`mhamsW¦ntem..."
" \o AsXms¡ hnSv... C¸w... Rm\ntXsem¶p sXmSs«..... \Ã sNs´§nsâ Icn¡pIfp
t]metÃ \n¡pt¶....In«p klníp¶nÃ... "
kam[m\w, tN«\Xv Imcyam¡o«nÃ. C¸w tN«\p ap¼nÂ \nÂ¡p¶ `mcysb¶
Nc¡mWp {][m\w. Cu km[\¯nt\ Cu ]cph¯nÂ ImÂ BÀ¡m shInfn
]nSním¯Xv.
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" At¿... tXmÀ¯p amÁo«p ]nSnív.... AXp \\ªXm... XWp¡p¶p..."
GS¯n tN«sâ ImepIÄ¡nSbnteíp tNÀ¶p \n¶p. tlm, tN«\n¸w B IcnípIÄ
]nSns¨mSíp¶pmIpw.
" \nsâ Cu N¡cs¡mS§fp Rm\n¶p ISn¨p s]m«nípw... "
" B{Im´w ImWn¡msXsâ s]mt¶... Bcpw sImpt]mI¯nÃ.......Rm\o
»ukqcn¯cmw...."
]n¶mse ]mXn \\ª »usksâ ap¶nÂ Xmsg hoWp. Fsâ tXhtc, C¸w AXp
cpw shfnbne§s\ sIS¶p Xnf§pImbncnípw. tN«sâsbmcp tbmKw. cp
t]cptSbpw ImepIÄ am{Xta F\n¡p ImWm³ ]Áp¶pÅp. Ct¸mÄ GS¯n G«sâ
tZlt¯íp Nmªp hoWncníp¶p.
" ]Xps¡.... sR¡ns¸m«nímsX...t\mhp¶p.... \½sS sIm¨n\p IpSníms\mÅXm... B
HmÀ½ thWw... "
" AXp ]ns¶... C¸w... Fsâ Imcyw Ignªn«p aXn...."
" F¦nem sRs«m¶p hmbnsh¨p hen¨p IpSnt¨... "
" ]ns¶ IpSnímw... C¸w kabw sImdhm...."
" ]ns¶ ]nt¶¶pw ]dªv F{X Imeam C§s\ sXmSmtXw H¶pw sN¿mtXw
Ignbpt¶.....ImWp¼w FÃmcpw tNmZn¡p¶p hntijsam¶pw CtÃ¶v...... A½ htc
IpipIpip¡p¶p....."
" Bcp ]dªp sN¿WnsÃ¶v......"
" Hm, sN¿p¶p... Xn¶ps¶S¯pw Xqdps¶S¯phmtWm FÃmcpw sN¿pt¶...
sNt¿sS¯p sNbvXmetÃ \m«pImcpsS hmbSím³ ]Áq..."
GS¯nbpsS ]cn`hw tI«n«v F\ns¡mcp ]nSnbpw In«p¶nÃ. Xn¶ps¶S v̄ F¶p
]dbp¶Xv ]nSnIn«n. Rm³ hntÃ¨ntbs¡mv sN¿n¨XmWtÃm. ]t£ atÁS¯v.
lt¿... hr¯ntISv.
" AXp kmcansÃSo... C¸w \o Chs\ H¶p NqSm¡nt¡... tZs ]mXn
]cphambn¡gnªp. C\n \o H¶p a\Êp sh¨m... hn hcpt¶\p ap¼v \aps¡m¶p
\S¯mw..."
" F¶t¯w t]memsW¦n, Fs¶s¡mp h¿... "
" C¶qsS am{Xw, Hcp {]mhiyw aXn... ]ns¶ FÃmw t\tc t\sc..."
G«³ Fgpt¶Áp. ssIenapv ]dn¨p. I«nenteín«p ImWpw, Xmsg hoWpInÃ. G«³
]ns¶ AÀshbdnsâ NcSgn¨p. AXv XmtgíqÀ¶p ImÂ¡Â hoWp, AXp
ImepsImp Xs¶ tXmnsbSp¯p. Ct¸mÄ tN«³ \qÂ_ÔanÃmsX \n¡pImcnípw.
]t£ tN«³ I«nenteíncp¶p,
" \o B ]mhmtSw IqSn ]dn¨p IfsbSo...."
" F´n\m... AhsS tIÁm\msW¦n XpWn ]dn¡tÃm.... s]m¡n s]mdt¯m«n«m
t]mtc...?.."
" AXsÃSo...... \nsâ B s]mf¸³ ]qsdm¶p ImWm\msWSo.... "
" F{X Imepw ^ew H¶p Xt¶btÃ... F¶mepw ...C¶m Itm....." Fgpt¶Áp \n¶
GS¯nbpsS ImÂ¡Â ]mhmS Npcpp Xmsg hoWp.
" l¿Sm... \Ã N¡f¯n ]qdv.... Znhkw sNÃpwtXmdpw an\pkw IqSpImWtÃmSo Ch¡v..."
tN«³ XtemSn¡mWpw, GS¯n \n¶p ]pfbp¶p.
" F¶mepw Fsâ G«m... F{X {]mhiyw Rm³ Chs\ hmbnsh¨p hcp¯n¯¶p...
Hcníse¦nepw G«³ Fsâ Ipdn¨n H¶p D½ sh¨v t\m¡nbnÃtÃm... " GS¯nbpsS
]cn`hw.
" C¶p cm{XoemIs«... \o t\m¡nt¡m....Cu Ipdn¨n C¶p Rm³ \¡n Aeo¸nípw... "
" tZ... C¸w Rm³ \¶mbn«p tkm¸n«p IgpIn Ipfn¨p h¶Xm... Hcp sNmthw atWmw
ImW¯nÃ... H¶p \¡nt\m¡ntb... F´p ckmcnípw.....HmÀ¡p¼w Xs¶ AhSw
Aenbp¶p...." GS¯nbpsS hm¡pIÄ tI«t¸mÄ Fsâ Ip®bnÂ \n¶p htc shÅw
h¶p.
" C¶p cm{Xn Bs«So... \nsâ Cu N¡ Rm³ sImg¨p Xn¶pw... "
tN«sâ kam[m\n¸n¡Â, AtXm Hgnªp amdtem. ]ns¶ Cu ImS³ F´p sN¿m\m
`mhw. ]qdp thm¯ a\pjyt\m. IgpIn ip²am¡n \nthZn¨n«pw ]®m³ Ah[n
]dbp¶p.
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" Mqw... Cu¸td¶XÃmsX Hcokw F¦nepw sNbvXp X¶n«nÃtÃm......tlm.. Hmtcmcp¯cp
\mÁw t]mepw t\m¡msX Ipdn¨n \¡ns¡mSp¡p¶Xp ImWp¼w sImXn hcpIm... "
AXp tI«s¸msf\níp tXm¶n Ft¶¸ÁnbmtWm GS¯n ]dbp¶sX¶v.
" tM... A¸w \o hÃhcpw \¡p¶Xp Ins«mtm... ?.."
" IXÃ... Iq«pImcnIfp X½nÂ X½nÂ ]tdw.. FÃm Imcy§fpw..."
" At{XsbmtÅm... \o kabw IfbmtX Chs\sbm¶v Du¼ntí.... "
" F{X ]dªmepw IÃnt\mSp Icbp¶Xp t]mem....Hcp ^temanÃ... Fsâ Xtehn[n...."
GS¯n Hcp ZoÀLizmksaSp¯p ]ns¶, ]mhmS ImÂ sImp X«n amÁnbn«v Xmtgív
tN«sâ Imen¶nSbnembn ap«pIp¯n \n¶p. lbv, Ct¸mÄ F\ním ]qdp ImWmw.
h®n¨ shfp¯ amÀ_nÄ XpSIÄ¡nSbnÂ sR§nsRcp§n AXp InS¡p¶p.
IpÁn¸qSIÄ¡p \ofw IqSnbn«pv. F¦nepw B ISnXS¯nte shfp¸p \¶mbn
ImWmw. XpSnªp InS¡p¶ hbdnsâ Aåw `mKhpw, FÃmw Fsâ I×p¼nÂ
C©pIfpsS AIe¯nÂ Fs¶ t\m¡n \n¶p Nncníp¶p. AXnsem¶p sXmSm³ B
hnShn\pÅnÂ IqSn hnctemSn¡m³ Fsâ IbvIÄ sh¼n. apt¡mW¯nÂ
apdpInbncníp¶ B hcípÅnÂ hncÂ XncpIm³ Ibv Xcn¨p. Poh\nepÅ
sImXnsImp am{Xw Rm³ FÃmw AS¡n. Ibv apdpsI¸nSn¨v InS¶p. B ]qdnsâ aWw
Fsâ aq¡neSnípt¶m Fs¶\ns¡mcp tXm¶Â. CSíp B Icn¦mfn]qdv ao\nsâ hm
t]mse henbp¶p, Npcpfp¶p. Fs´ms¡tbm AhnsS Cf¡w XpS§n¡gnªncníp¶p.
Fsâ Ip® DbÀ¶p _ew {]m]n¨p. Is¿Sp v̄ AsXm¶p XpSIÄ¡nSbnÂ HXp¡n
shím³ t]mepw F\níp t]Sn. Rm³ izmkaS¡n IbvIfndp¡n InS¶p.
" lmbv... sImÅmsaSo... anSp¡o... Mqw...Mqw...." tN«³ Ccp¶p kpJníp¶p.
" C¯ncn shbÀ¸nsâ \mÁw Hv.... H¶p IgpInbn«p aXnbmcp¶p...." GS¯nbpsS
kzcw.
" AXn¯ncn Ignbp¼w A§p t]mIpw..... \osbm¶mªp hent¨...."
" Mvw...Mvw...Mvw... " GS¯n Ip® Du¼n¯n¶p¶ iÐw.
" IbvsImv Aht\sbm¶p XgpsISo..." G«sâ ]pXnb Bhiyw.
" A§s\... A§s\...sImÅmw... Mqw... Mqw... Fsâ KotX... \o anSp¡nbmSo...." G«³
`mcytb ]pIgv¯p¶p, hmbneSnbpsS kpJw sImv.
CXn\nSív GS¯n Hcp ]Wn sNbvXp. tN«sâ aSnbnteíp hoWp InS¶p ImWpw, Hcp
ap«p \nhÀ¯n, ImÂ \o«nsh¨p. F¶n«v HcpIbv kz´w Ih¡nSbnteín«p ]qdp
hnSÀ¯n. F¶n«v \SphncÂ sImv B A«¡´nÂ tatem«pw Iotgm«pw Xncp½m³
XpS§n. B ]qdp ]nfÀ¶t¸mÄ Fsâ aq¡nÂ AXnsâ \dpkpKÔw h¶Sn¨p. Ft¶
hnImcw sImp hndím³ XpS§n. IqSpXÂ aW¯n\pw ImgvNípw thn Rm³ Fsâ
apJw B Ih¡nSbnteíp IqSpXÂ ASp¸n¨p. GS¯n Is¿m¶I¯nbmÂ Fsâ
apJ¯p ap«pw. \SphncÂ amdp¶X\pkcn¨v B N¡¸qdnsâ Idp¯ DÄZf§Ä
ASbpIbpw Xpd¡pIbpw sN¿p¶p. DÅnte tdmkv\ndw an¶n ambp¶p. CSív GS¯n
Hcp {]mhiyw B NppIfnÂ ]nSns¨m¶p hen¨p hn«p AXp dºÀ henbp¶Xp t]mse
henªp sXdn¨p. ]ns¶bpw B Ibv I´nteíp Xs¶ aS§n h¶p. cp hncepIÄ
sImv ]nSníp¶p sRcSp¶p. F\níXp It¸mÄ Fsâ Ip® s]m«n shÅw hcptam
F¶p tXm¶nt¸mbn. GS¯nbpsS Xncp½en\p {ItaW iàn IqSn. hncÂ IqSpXÂ
I´nÂ AaÀ¶p XpS§n. hncenÂ \Ã sX¶epw hgphgp¸nsâ Xnf¡hpw. \nhÀ¶ncp¶
ImÂ A\§m\pw Aåw aS§m\pw XpS§n. F\níp tXm¶n GS¯níp shÅw hcm³
t]mIpImtWm F¶v. At¸mÄ tN«sâ hnfn.
" aXnsbSo... C\n \o Fgpt¶Áp Ip\nªp \n¡v...." I«nsem¶\§n GS¯n Fgpt¶Áp
Fsâ \oe¸Shpw Ahkm\n¨p.
" G«m... \ap¡I¯p shímw... Hcp {]mhiyw....C¸w am{Xw aXn... F\nípw
Fs´ms¡tbm Bbn......"
" BMv lm.. CXnSív \o At{Xw H¸nt¨m..."
" Mqw... Rm\pw AhsS Xncp½n.... sImd¨p sZhkmbntÃ.... AtXmv s]s«¶v
Bbt]mse... tZ Ch³....\Ã ]qf t]mse I«nbm... F´m shímw...?..""
" GXmbmepw C¶p cm{Xoev.... shímw....\nsâ Ipdn¨n ASn¨p s]mfnt¨¡mw.... C¸w
atÁXp aXn...."
" Hm... sXmen¨p....s]mfn¨p.... \n§sS Hcp apSnª sImX¯neSn..."
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GS¯n ]ndp]ndp¯p sImv I«nensâ AcnInÂ IbvIp¯n Ip\nªp \n¶p. tN«³
GS¯nbpsS ]pdInÂ h¶p \n¶p, F¶n«v GS¯nbpsS ImepIfI¯n.
" Fs´mcp hen¸mSo \nsâ Ipnív.... H¶I¯tWm¦n cp I¿pw thWw...."
" s]®p§¡v Ipn, thWw AXn\p hent¸mw thtWmw... AsÃ¦n ]ns¶ s]s®¶p
]dbp¶sX´n\m... thtWÂ XÅnt¡Án hcp¯v... CtÃÂ _Ên¸w t]mIpw..."
" BZyw \nsâ Cu s\bv¡qXn ]IÂsh«¯nsem¶p ImWs«..."
tN«³ Xmsg ap«pIp¯n \n¶p. Fsâ Ns¦m¶nSn¨p, Ip\nsª§m\pw t\m¡nbmÂ.
Rm³ G«¯osS ]qdp ImWm\pÅ kuIcy¯n\v hfªv I«nensâ \Sphntemfw
Cd§n¡gnªncníp¶p. Fsâ ]ctXhtc, Cu tN«sâ Hcp Ip®! Cesh«nb amhnsâ
Nmª sIm¼pt]mse Ah\§s\ \n¶p XeIpep¡p¶p. Fs´mcp ImSv. Hcp
Icnho«n¯Sn. CsXmcp ]nSnbmt\sS sImX¯nÂ t]mepw HXp§ptIe. A¡W¡n\v
Fsâ ]mhw GS¯osS sImXw CsX§s\ Xm§pt¶m !
" Mqw.... \nsâ Cu s\bv¡qXn ImWpt´mdpw Fsâ Ip® s]cp¡pIm Fsâ KotX...
Mqw... Rms\m¶p s]mfn¨p ImWs«So.... " tN«sâ På\§Ä.
" s]cp¯n«mÀ¡p {]tbmP\w..?.. t¿m... Ipntb ISnímsX t\mIp¶p..... F¶mepw
\n§sf§s\ B Xo«¡pgn \¡p¶p..... B \¡v ..\¡v... F\nípw AsXmcp kpJm....
]Xps¡ F\nípw s]cp¯p tIdp¶p.... Rm\pw Ipdn¨o shcenSm³ t]mIphm....."
GS¯nbpsS Ibv kz´w ]qdnÂ XtemSm³ XpS§n.
" \o C¸w Ipfn¨XpsImv ... \Ã ]p¯³ aWmSo Cu N¡c¡pnív.... "
tN«sâ Ip® iànbmbn Fsâ t\sc HÁ¡®pambn FSp¯p NmSp¶t]mse. F\níp
tXm¶n, Nmt¡mapXemfosS _w¥mhnte AÂtkjy³ \mbv Fs¶¡n«v Ipc¨p
NmSpIbmsW¶v.
" \n§fn¯ncn IqsS Xmtgm«m \ms¡mt¶mSnt¨.... Fsâ Ipdn¨n \n¶p thIpIm.....
Fsâ G«m.....F\nípw kpJn¡Ww.... "
]mhw GS¯nbpsS bmN\. F\níp hnjaw tXm¶n. ImS³tN«t\mScnihpw.
tImgnt¡mS³ Aephmsb tXmÂ¸níp¶ Hcp shÅmbWn¸qdv I¬ap¼nÂ
hncnªp\n¶p Nncn¨n«pw AXp ImWmsX GÁhpw hr¯nsI« `mK¯v sImXntbmsS
\¡p¶ Cu a\pjy³ Fs´mcp krãnbm Fâoizcm !
" BZyw Rm\nsXm¶p hm \ndsb Xn¶«So... Mqw... " tN«³ B IpS¡pnIfnÂ ¹m ¹m
F¶v cpaq¶Sn ASn¨p.
" t¿m... ]Xps¡ ASnív .... F\níp thZ\n¡ps¶sâ a\pjym......"
" F¦nÂ aXn..... C\n F\níp t\m¡n\n¡m³ hs¿So.... Fsâ Ipns¸t®....." tN«³
ap«nÂ \ns¶gpt¶Áp. F\níp izmkw t\sc hoWp.
" \o Imsem¶I¯ntí.... FSo sImXw H¶bt¨...."
" Ab¨p ]nSn¨ncníphm.... Ct{Xw henb km[\w Bbmse§\m tIdpt¶... B
hmksses\§m\pw s]c«o«v tIÁv... CtÃÂ AXp Iodnt¸mIpw...."
" CXv \o ]dbm³ sXmS§os«{X ImeamsbSo... F¶n«pw Cu sImXw \Ã
kpµcamIp¶XÃmsX... H¶p henbp¶p t]mepanÃtÃmSo....."
" \n¶p sImWmcaSnímsX... sNbvXp XoÀt¡m... tlm... Abvbvbvbvbvt¿ym Fât½...
IqXn s]mfnbp¶p... CXm tItdSt¯m«p XÅnt¡Áocps¶¦nÂ
_m¡nsbmtÅmÀ¡pw kpJn¡mcp¶p.... BÀ¡pw {]tbmP\anÃm¯ Hcp KtZw sImp
\S¡pIm...."
" \n¶p sNseímsXSo ....Iq¯n¨o.... Blv.. Blv.. Blv... " tN«³ ASn XpS§nsb¶p
tXm¶n.
" Rm³ .... sNeípw... ASn¨p hcp¯ps¶mt hcp¯v.... Fsâ Ipdn¨ntbepw H¶p
Xncps½sâ a\ptjt\..." GS¯n tZjy¯nÂ ]cªp.
" F\níp Is¿¯¯nsÃSo.... \o Xs¶ sN¿v...."
tN«³ \nÊlmbX shfns¸Sp¯n. At¸mÄ Rm³ Xe Aåw shfnbnen«v apIfnteíp
t\m¡n. cpImenÂ Ih¨p \nÂ¡p¶ GS¯nbpsS Xesbmgn¨p FÃmw ImWmw. B
h·peIÄ tN«sâ sImX¸®ens\m v̄ apt¶m«pw ]nt¶m«pw BSns¯dníp¶p.
GS¯nbpsS Hcp Ibv kz´w Ih¡nSbnÂ s]cpamdp¶p. tN«sâ Ih¨p \n¡p¶
tcmamhrXamb ImepIÄ. ap«pIÄ AÂ¸w hf¨p \n¶mWSn¨p Ikdp¶Xv. GS¯nbpsS
]qdp ImW¯nÃ. hncÂ CSíp apIfnteíp hfbp¶XpsImv G«¯n ]qÁnÂ
hncenSp¶ps¶pw a\Ênembn. H¸w I´nÂ Xncp½epw. hbÀ Aåw Xq§n¡nS¶p
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hndíp¶p. hmksse³ sImX¯nÂ InS¶p Ipgbp¶ hghg iÐhpw tN«sâ Acs¡«p
GS¯nbpsS IpnIfneSníp¶ [f[f iÐhpw CSIeÀ¶p tIÄ¡p¶p.
" l¿Sm... \nsâ ssacp sImXw... l¿... l¿... l¿... Fs´mcp sImXamSo CXv...
Cdp¡n ]nSns¡So... ]qdntamtf..."
" IqSpXÂ Cdp¡nbm AXp IodpsaSm abntc..." GS¯nbpsS adp]Sn.
" F¶m F\níp hcps¶So....."
" hcp¯v... hcp v̄... C¶p Rm\Xp tImcnsb¦nepw Fsâ kmam\¯nÂ Hgnípw....
F\nípw s]dWw... AtÃÂ Rm³ \n§sS A\nbt\ hen¨I¯p tIÁn sh¸nípw.... "
" F¦nÂ Rm³ \nsâ ]qÁnÂ \mícWs¸mSn shXdpw...s]mebmSn tamtf..."
" \n§fp thtW ]mjmWw sht¨m... Rm³ hmkq«t\ sImI¯p sh¸ns¨mgnípw....
t\m¡ntím..."
" \o GXp abnct\ thtWepw tIÁnt¨mSo... F\nín¸w hcps¶So.. hcps¶So... tZs....
lm....lmhq... h...s¶...So..... " ASnbpsS thKXbpw ImepIfpsS B«hpw Ipdªp h¶p.
F\níp tXm¶n tN«\p shÅw h¶p ImWpw.
" AXIt¯m«p..... sh¨mcps¶¦n..... F´p..... \ãw... ht¶t\... slsâ... At½... lmbv.
......lmhq..... Mqw. ......Mqw..... " GS¯nbpsS hncÂ {]tbmKhpw \n¶p. Rm³ Xe
I«nensâ Iotgíp hen¨p.
" A¸w s\\¡pw h¶p AtÃ... "
" h¶p.... \n§sS A\nbt\ HmÀ¯v kmam\t¯ Xncp½nb¸w h¶p t]mbn.... \n§fp
Xs¶ A§p kpJn¨m t]mctÃm... F\níp tIÁn¯cm³ thtd BcpanÃtÃm.... " GS¯n
]dªp.
" tZ...Ifn ]dbp¶Xp sImÅmw.... hÃ thmXot\mw ImWn¨msemtÃm... Cu ]qÁnÂ
Rm³ \mícWs¸mSn ASn¨p tIÁpw ]dtª¡mw tIt«m..." BSn¯Ån GS¯osS
sImX¯nteív ]msemgníp¶Xn\nSív G«sâ Xm¡oXv.
" F¶m thtWepw ASn¨ptIÁntím... C¸w AsXm¶qcnsbSpt¯.... Fsâ IqXn C¸w
s]m«s¡Wdp t]membn¡mWpw... Fsâsbmcp Xtehn[n...."
" Hhz... C¸gpw \Ã Ibdp hcnª t]mse apdp¡am... AXm F\n¡nXnt\mSn{X Cãw....."
tN«sâ Iaâv.
F¦nepw, sImX¯nÂ ASn¡psa¶p tI«n«pÅXÃmsX Rm³ hnizkn¨ncp¶nÃ.
Xqdps¶S v̄... sO... Nn´n¡m³ t]mepw h¿. Fs´mcp a\pj\m Cu tN«³.
sI«nsb¶p sh¨v C§s\bmtWm Hcp ]mhw kv{XotbmSv s]cpamdp¶Xv.
GS¯nbpsS kzcw Fs¶ Nn´bnÂ \n¶pWÀ¯n.
" tlm... Fsâ tXhtc... \Sp Igíp¶p.... AsX§\m... a\pjysâ h³sImSepw
sNdpsImSepw IqSnbtÃ ASn¨p Ie¡p¶Xv...... "
" C\nsb¦nepw \nsâ sNes¸m¶p \ndp¯v.... kwKXn IgnªntÃ...."
" Mm, \nÀ¯n......At¿m ...tZs, s\es¯Ãmw hoWp.... tXmÀs¯´ntb.... Blm...
sImÅmw... kz´w Ip® sXmSíphmcpt¶m....."
" B F\níp t]mWw... _Êp t]mIpw..." G«³ [rXnbnÂ XpWnbpSp¡p¶ t]mse.
" Ct§m«p Xt¶.... Cu IqXn H¶Sít«...sXmd¶ncníphm.... sImS¡W¡n\tÃ Hgn¨p
sh¨Xv... AsXÃmw ChnsS apgph\mIpw...."
GS¯n ]dªXp sicnbmbncp¶p. Fsâ ap¼nÂ ip¢¯pÅnIÄ Hmtcm¶mbn hoWp
]c¶p ]Xnªp InS¶p sImncp¶p. ]ns¶ B hogv¨ \n¶p. GS¯n tXmÀ¯p
sh¨S¨p ImWpw. ]ns¶ Aåkabt¯íp H¶pw tI«nÃ. GS¯n I«nenÂ Xe sh¨p
ap«nÂ \nÂ¡p¶p.
" \o Cu IXISt¨m.... Rm³ t]mIphm... "
" C¯ncn \nÃv ... Im¸n FSp¯p Xcmw...."
F´p kvt\lhpw kl\hpapÅ GS¯n. Rmt\mÀ¯p, sImXw ]®n sImfam¡nbn«pw
`À¯mhn\p Im¸n sImSp¯p hnSm\pÅ a\Êv.
" C¸w Im¸n th... t\canÃ, _Êp hcmdmbn.... \o IXISt¨m..."
" F¶m....s]mtím... IXIp Rm\St¨mfmw...." GS¯n Ccp¶ Ccp¸nÂ ]dªp.
" FSo ..]dbp¶Xp tI¡v.... hmkq«t\m A½tbm... \nt¶ Cu \nebnÂ ImÂ
tamiam..."
" Hm... C\n CXnÂIqSpXÂ F´p tamiamIm\m.... ASt¨ímw.....Rm\mbn«n\n Btcw
ImWns¨¶p th..."
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GS¯n Fgpt¶Áp hmXnÂ¡teív tN«t\ A\pKan¨p. At¸mÄ B
IpnIÄ¡nSbnÂ Npcp«n sh¨ncp¶ tXmÀ¯nsâ AÁw Hcp hmep t]mse \op
InS¶p. B IpnIfpsS sh«en\\pkcn¨v Fsâ Ip®bpw sh«n. hmXnÂ
Xpd¡p¶Xn\p ap¼v tN«³ GS¯nbpsS IhnfnÂ Hcp½ sImSp¯p. ]ns¶ B
apeIfnÂ Hmtcm X«p sImSp¯p. GS¯n B Ibv X«n amÁns¡mp ]dªp.
" th... tkm¸nS... t]mbms«... Xn¶ps¶tSmw Xqdps¶tSmw \miam¡ntb¨v...
sIm©níp¶p..."
" kXymbn«pw ...C¶p cm{Xn...\ns¶ Rm³ kzÀ¤w ImWnípw...." G«³ km£sbSp¯p.
" Mqw..Mqw. Rm\nsX¶pw tI¡p¶XtÃ.... ]ns¶tb, A[nIw Ccp«p¶Xn\p ap¼p
ht¶¡Ww..."
GS¯n IXIS¨p km£bn«p. ]ns¶ Xncnªp \S¶p. I«nen¶cnInÂ h¶p. Rm³
Ahnizk\obamb B Zriy§tfmÀ¯p InS¡pIbmbncp¶p. GS¯n apdnbpsS
aqebnÂ \n¶pw Ae¡m\n«ncp¶XmIWw, Hcp XpWnsbSp¯psImv Fsâ ap¼nÂ
Xs¶ h¶p Ip¯nbncp¶p ]ndp]ndp¯p.
" _m¡nsbmtÅmsâ Hcp hn[n. H¶m´cw Hcp Ipdn¨nsbmmbn«v... ....AXp thm
a\pjy\v... Rm³ sNmdnªp Xs¶ Fsâ Ig¸p amÁtWmtÃm Fâoizcm.... C§t\w
Htm a\pjycv... CXnÂ t`Zw Ah³ Xs¶bm.. H¶p aqfnbm aXn... CbmÄ¡v shey
km[\w Hs¶p ]dªns«´m Imcyw... a\pjy\XpsImv D]ImcansÃ¦n ]ns¶´n\m
Xq¡nbnt«mp \S¡pt¶........ CXnbm\pw Hcp sImtXmw.... CsXmcp h«mtWm... Fsâ
tXhtc..........tÈym, apgph³ ChnsS¯s¶ XÃn¯qhn¡fªp. AXIs¯§m\pw
Hgn¨ncpt¶Â... Fsâ ISow amdntbt\... ]¯p amkw Igo¼w Hcp sIm¨pw
I¿nencpt¶t\... ImeamS³.... At¿m...Fsâ tXhtc s]mdp¡tW... AdnbmsX ]dªp
t]mbXmtW...."
AhÀ Igp¯nÂ InS¶ XmensbSp¯v H¶p Npw_n¨p. ]ns¶ hopw XpWnsbSp v̄ Xd
XpSím³ XpS§n. knaâp XdbnÂ XpSípt´mdpw AXp ]c¶p ]nSn¨p. ]ns¶ AXv
AaÀ¯n Xq¯p. I«nenÂ Hcp IbvXm§n \ne¯p Ih¨p Ip¯nbncp¶v Xd XpSíp¶
AhcpsS ssIX¨¡¸qdv hopw Fsâ ap¼nÂ ]nfÀ¶ncníp¶p, Hcp Xpd¶ ]pkvXIw
t]mse. CSív IpnbnÂ Ccníp¶ tXmÀ¯v CfIpt¼mÄ AaÀ¯n shíp¶papv.
F\nív InS¡s¸mdpXn CÃmXmbn. Fs´mcp Imgv¨. B Icn¼qd§s\ AXnsâ FÃm
Km`ocyt¯mSpw IqSn Ft¶ t\m¡n hmbpw s]mfn¨ncníp¶p. Xq¡en\\pkcp¨v AXp
\nhcpIbpw henbpIbpw Hs¡ sN¿p\p. B s\Sphcnb³ I´p htc \n¶p Xnf§p¶p.
Fsâ Ibv Xcn¨p. Ip® hn§n. F§s\ hnhcn¡Ww F¶dnªp IqSm.
s]s«¶v AhÀ Ibv Ig¨n«mbncníWw, I«nenencp¶ Is¿Sp v̄ Xmsg Ip¯n. H¶p
Ip\nªp. At¸mÄ AhÀ AdnbmsX AhcpsS Zrãn I«nen\Snbnteíp ]mfn. Fsâ
I®pw AhcpsS I®pw Iq«nap«n. hnizkn¡m\mhm¯sXt´m IXp t]mse AhÀ
kvXÐbmbn. AhcpsS sXmbnÂ \n¶pw "lvKv.." Fs¶mcp iÐw am{Xw shfnbnÂ
h¶p. AhcpsS izmkw \n¶Xpt]mse, Ftâbpw. Hcp \nanjw AhÀ Xeíp
IbvsImSp¯p Ip¯nbncp¶p. Xm³ \ábmsW¶pw Xsâ GÁhpw clkyamb
icoc`mKw Hc\y]pcpjsâ t\tc hms]mfn¨ncnípIbmsW¶pw t]mepw AhÀ ad¶Xp
t]mse.
Fsâ icocw Ipgªp, hndím³ XpS§n. ]Wns¸«v Rm³ sasÃ Cgªp shfnbnÂ Xe
ImWn¨p. Fsâ sNhníp ]nSn¨phen¨hÀ Fs¶ shfnbnend¡n.
" \o... \o....ChnsS....FÃmw..... t^mSm...]c\mdo... shfoÂ... " `{ZImfntbs¸mse
Aedns¡mhÀ Fs¶ hen¨v IXInsâ km£m FSp v̄ apdníp shfnbnÂ XÅn.
F¶n«v IXIp hen¨S¨p.

G«¯nb½ - - 8

kz´w ho«nÂ \n¶pw B«n¸pd¯m¡s¸« {]XoXntbmsS Rm³ apÁ v̄ shdp§en¨p
\n¶p. tN«t\mSv GS¯n ]dªpsImSp¯mepÅ {]XymLmX§fpw am\t¡Spw
HmÀ¯t¸mÄ \mSphn«p t]mbmtem F¶p htc tXm¶n. C\n GS¯nsb§m\pw hÃ
AhnthIhpw ImWníptam F¶pw `b¶p. tN«³ `mcytb Bk\¯neSn¨Xv A\nb³
]¨bmbn ImWpI. AXdnª `mcybpsS am\knI\ne Nn´n¨t¸mÄ Xe Id§n. sO,
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thmbncp¶p. Xsâbpw hnemkn\nbptSbpw eoemhnemk§Ä Hfnªp \n¶p
Is¦nepw AhÀ CXmtcmSpw ]dªnÃtÃm. B \neív Hcp hminbpsS Bhiyw
CÃmbncp¶p. ]t£ a\Êp k½Xn¨nÃtÃm. HcníÂ Hfn¨p \n¶p ImkzZn¨Xnsâ
cpNntbmÀ¯mWp Xm³ C¶pw IbdnbXv. ]t£ B t\c¯v B ImS³
tIdnhcpsa¶mcdnªp. AXpw h¶n«v sNbvXtXm, Xm³ t]mepw {]Xo£n¡mXncp¶ Hcp
]cn]mSn. Hcp `mcybpw B \mWt¡Sp kln¡nÃ. `À¯mhv t\tc sNmthz ]®p¶Xp
asÁmcmÄ Is¦nÂ AXp A{Xtbsd \mWt¡Snsâ {]iv\amhnÃmbncp¶p. CXv,
`À¯mhv X\nín«v {]IrXnhncp²w sN¿p¶Xv A\y³, AXpw `À¯mhnsâ A\pP³,
Hfn¨pImWpI. CXnÂ]cw \mWt¡Sv Hcp `mcyípmhm\nSbnÃ. C\nsb´p sN¿p.
_p²n achn¨ t]mse. At¸mtgípw A½ Hcp sI«p ]pÃpambn tIdn h¶p.
" \osb´mSm.. atcm«n¡m Xn¶ Imt¡t¸mse \nípt¶... Im¸n IpSnt¨m..."
" Mpw... IpSn¨p..."
" KoX tamsft´y..."
" B... AIs¯§m\pw ImWpw...." Rm³ apÁ¯n\p ]pdt¯íp \S¶p.
" \o C\nsbt§m«m... t\cw Ccp«mdmbn... ho«nse§m\pw Ccnív..." A½ ]dªp.
" Rm³ Xmakní¯nÃ... Iept¦ htctb t]mIps¶mÅp..." A\phmZ¯n\p Im¯p
\nÂ¡msX Rm³ \S¶p.
Iept¦Â {]Xo£n¨t]mse KtWi\pw ]ns¶ Imhp¦te chnbpw am{Xta DÅp.
_m¡nbpÅhscms¡ hoSp ]Án¡mWpw. Rm³ IqsS sN¶ncp¶p. shÅw hÁnb
sNdptXm«nteíp t\m¡n. henb tXmSnsâ Hcp sNdptXmSmWXv. Iep¦nÂ hc¨
If¯nÂ \nc IfnípIbmWp cp t]cpw. \Ã BtemN\bnembncp¶p. Rms\m¶pw
annbnÃ. F\n¡p Ipd¨p kwib§Ä KtWit\mSv tNmZn¡m\pmbncp¶p.
R§fpsS {Kq¸nsâ ssewKnI KpcphmWv KtWi³.
Ft¶¡t¸mÄ chn Fgpt¶Áp.
" C\n hmkp Ifnt¨mfq... Rm³ ho«nt¸mIphm... Ccp«nbmÂ AO³ No¯ hnfnípw...."
chn \S¶p \o§n.
" F¶m hmkq«³ hm, Hcp h«w s\c¯mw...Ccnív..." KtWi³ £Wn¨p.
" Hm, Hcp ckey... KtW«m...."
" AsX´mSm...?... F´m \nsâ samtJms¡ hÃmncnípt¶..."
" Hm, H¶qey..."
" \nt¶ sImd¨mbn«p shfoÂ ImWm\nÃtÃmSm... Mqw... F\níp \yqkp In«ps¶mv....
C¸w \o B hnemkn\osS ]nSn¨psh¸pImc\m AtÃ.... \nsâsbms¡ \Ã Imew......"
" Bcm Cu thmXo\sams¡ ]dbp¶Xv... ho«nev [mcmfw ]Wov... G«¯nbt½
klmbníW¶v tN«³ {]tXyIw ]dªns«mv......"
" t]mS t]mS... \o B hnemkn\osS ho«nÂ F¸gpw Hs¶p B hniz³ sN¡³
]dªtÃm.... F´mSm.. hÃ tImfpw Ht¯mSm.... In«pImtWÂ Ft¶w IqsS
hnfn¡tWSm... Kpcphm¶pw ]dªv FÃm ssac½mcpw IqsS Fs¶ s]m¡n
sh¨ncníp¶XÃmsX..... F\níp Hcp¯\pw Z£nW Xcp¶nÃtÃm...."
" AXv... hntÃ¨nív cokmbn«v kptJmeymcp¶p... C¯ncn ]¨ acp¶p ]dníms\ms¡
klmbn¨p. A{Xt¶..."
" F´mSm... Ahfp hÃ Ipcp¯t¡Spw H¸ns¨m... Dcp¡pthm htÃmamcpt¶mSm..."
" Np½m AhcmXw ]dsªmm¡tÃ Fsâ KtW«m... "
" Np½m ]dªXtÃ... \nsâ Abtem¡atÃ... ]ns¶, thsd F´cp hntij§fv....?...
]tdtS..."
" KtW«t\mSv Hcq«w tNmZn¡W¶p hn¨mcn¨n«v cokmbn... ImWmªn«m..."
" \o Imcyw ]d hmkq«m.... F´n\pw Rm\ntÃ... tNmZnív..."
" AtX.... Cu.... Cu.... sImX¯nÂ ]®m³ ]Ápthm....?..."
" ]Ápthmt¶m... sImX¯neÃ... sXmf FhnsSsbms¡sbmtm AhnsSsbms¡
]®mw.... F´mSm... \ns¶ htÃmcpw hn sI«ntbm... "
" Fs¶bmcpaÃ... cp t]cp \n¶p clkyw ]dbp¶Xp tI«Xm...."
" BcSm Ah·mcv... ]dsbsâ tamt\... \yqskm¶panÃmsX shjan¡phmcp¶p....."
" AXp Rm¼db¯nÃ.... KtW«³ CXp ]d... AhnsS ]®nbm ctkmmIpthm......."
" sNecv¡v shey ckm¶m ]sdt¶... sNeÀ¡v AhnSw am{Xw aXn.... cpNn]nSn¨p t]mbm
]ns¶ \Ã sh®¸qdp Imepw Ahcv Xncnªp t\m¡¯nÃ...."
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" A¸w AhsS Xos«ms¡ ImW¯ntÃ... " Fsâ kwibw hr¯nbpsS AXnÀ
hc¼nse¯n.
" sNe¸w ImWpw... Ipt® ]Ánsb¶pw hcpw... AsXm¶pw At¶cw {]iv\asÃSm
AhÀ¡v... "
" At¶cw...s]®p§¡v kptJmmIpthm... "
" Hm.. F´p kpJw... B\¸dnsb§m\pamtWÂ sImXw IodmsX In«nbm `mKyw... ]ns¶
s]®p§sS sImX¯nemcmSm ASním³ t]mIpt¶... \Ã Ip½mcp Cãw t]mse
sIS¡p¼w... tcmaw H¶panÃm¯ \Ã an\pksamÅ sXmSIfpambn«v......"
" tM.. A¸w A§t\w BWp§sfmtm....?.." F\n¡Xnibw.
" Htmt¶m... lpw... C\n \nt¶mSv Hcp Imcyw t\cn«p ]dbmw... \o CtX¸Án
tNmZn¨XpsImm... Ft¶mSp hntcm[w H¶pw tXm¶cpXv..."
" Rms\´n\m KtW«t\mSp hntcm[nípt¶..."
" F¶m tIt«m... \nsâ tN«\ntÃ... SuWnte Hcp t]cptI« hnsI«pImc\m... F\níp
\yqkp A¸¸w In«ps¶mv... "
" KtW«m... tZ...]ns¶... \½fp X½nep temlym¶psh¨v Fsâ tN«t\¸Án A\mhiyw
]dbcpXv tIt«m..." Rm³ Xm¡oXp \ÂIn.
" CX\mhiysam¶pasÃSm.... \nsâ AO³ Ncs¡Sp¡m³ t]mIp¼w \nsâ tN«³
ItSsS s]mdInen«v sZhkw Hcp Ipsâ F¦nepw sImX¯neSn¡mXncn¡¯nÃ... \Ã
Imipw Ah½mÀ¡p sImSp¡pw... CsXmcp... clkym... ]t£ev....
sse\nsemtÅmÀs¡Ãmw Adnbmw...."
" thmt«m... KtW«m....." F\níp kln¡p¶nÃ, F¦nepw DÅnÂ kwibw IqSn.
" kwitbmtev Rm³ km£nIfp Ip·msc Im«n¯cmw... \msft¸mscsâ IqsS
SuWnÂ.... ]ns¶ \o hnizkn¨m aXn...." KtWi³ IbvsRmSn¨p shÃphnfn¨p.
Rm³ H¶pw annbnÃ. Cu hmÀ¯ icnbmIm\pÅ km£n]{XamWtÃm, Rm\n¶p
IXv.
" htÃmcpw Np½m ]dªXmcnípw KtW«m.... "
" F¶m \o A§s\ Xt¶ hnizknt¨m.... sl¶mepw tXhcpsS Hcp Ifntb...
ASn¡m\dnbmhp¶h\p hSnbnÃ... hSnsbmtÅm³ AXp Xncnªp t\m¡ptIanÃ...."
" F¶p sh¨mse´phm...." F\ním ]dªXnsâ s]mcpÄ ]nSnIn«nbnÃ.
" FSm... \nsâ tN«sâ B Nc¡ntÃ... AXnsâ Imet¡tSmÀ¯n«p ]dªXm...."
" tZ.. ]nt¶w KtW«³ Fsâ ho«pImsc ]dbphm..." Rm³ hncÂ Nqn. KtWi³ B
hncep X«n amÁnbn«v kz]v\¯nse¶ t]mse ]dªp XpS§n.
" \nsâ tN«¯ntb t]msemcp Nc¡v Cu \m«nÂ C¶phtc h¶n«nÃ... AXp h¶ps]«Xo
Ip\Sn¡mcsâ I¿nemWtÃm Ft¶mÀ¡p¼w N¦p XIcpIm Fsâ..."
" F´n\m KtWisâ N¦p XIcpt¶... "
" B s]®nsâ H¶m´cw shÅephmt]mencníp¶ ]qdp \nsâ tN«s\¶p ]dbp¶ B
hnsI«pImc³ Xncnªp t\m¡¯nsÃ¶p Rm³ s_Ápshímw... ImcWsa´mt¶m....
AhcpsS B sImS¡ptymfpw AXns\tSte B Ip¶n¡pcp t]mepÅ IqXow
ImWp¼w \nsâ tN«sâ hmbo¶pw Ipt®¶pw Hcpan¨p shÅw Henípw. A{Xíp
Uokâp Nc¡m \nsâ tN«¯n. Abmfp H¶pInÂ Ahtc hnsI«pw AtÃÂ
sImX¯neSnípw..... AXm Cu Xc¡mcpsS kz`mhw.... B Aephm ]qdp shdptX
Xcnimbns¡S¶p Icbt¯ HÅq...\nsâ tN«¯osS ]qdn\p Ip®`mKyw CsÃSm....
Hd¸m...."
" ]nt¶......F¶p ]dªm ... KtW«\tÃ AhcpsS IfosS d^dn... H¶p t]m Fsâ
KtW«m..." Rm³ k½Xním³ XbmdmbnÃ.
" F¦n \o Hcp Imcyw sN¿v... Fs¶¦nepw Xcw In«p¼w cm{Xn AhcpsS Ifn Hfn¨p
ImWv... s\\¡v A¸w t_m²yw hcpw... Rm³ \qdp iXam\w Hd¸m ]dbp¶Xv...hÃ
P\tem htÃmw HtmSm kuIcy¯n\v...?.."
" ]nt¶ Rm\nÃ hr¯ntISn\v... AXpw Fsâ tN«sâ apdoev.... " Rm³ \Ãh³ Naªp.
DÅnÂ, ]Iep IXnsâ kt´mjw H¶p an¶n adªp.
" FSm... \o shdptX H¶p Nn´nt¨.....Abmfm ]qÁnÂ ]®nbmcps¶¦n \nsâ
tN«¯osS hbdn¸w tZ, Ct{Xw Itt\...." KtWi³ Ibv sImp KÀ`¯nsâ hen¸w
ImWn¨p.
" ltÃ... \n§sf´n\m htÃmcptSw KÀ`w At\zjnípt¶... ?.."
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" siSm.. AXn\p \½fp \m«pImÀ¡p thtd F´mSm ]Wn...?..CsXms¡ Adnªp
shípI... \nt¶t¸mse kwibw HtÅmÀ¡p ]dªp sImSp¡pI... ]ns¶, AXymhiyw
\mep t]cpambn NÀ¨ sNbvXv {]tabw ]mkm¡pI.... CsXm¡btÃ... {][m\ ]Wn...."
t\cw Ccp«n¡gnªncp¶p. At¸mtgípw Zqsc \n¶pw _Êp hcp¶Xp Ip. AXnsâ
slUvsseÁnsâ shfn¨w I®neSn¨t¸mÄ Rm³ I®pIÄ s]m¯n. s]mSnbpw ]d¯n
R§tf IS¶v Ihebnte BÂ¨phSp tÌm¸nteíp t]mbn. C\n \msf cmhntetb
{Sn¸pÅp.
" \nsâ sImX¯neSn tN«\p ZoÀLmbpÊm... ]dªt¸mtgípw tZ _kp h¶p...
AXo¡mWpw... sNÃv... No¯hnfn tI¡..."
" Rm\n¸w t]mWnÃ.. ho«nÂ Ct{Xw t\ct¯ sN¶ns«t´m sN¿m\m..."
" Hm, A¸w s\\¡n\ow hnZym`ymkw thWmcnípw.... sNdp¡\p ckw tIdn..." KtWi³
Fsâ tXmf¯p X«n.
" AÃ KtW«m...... Rm\mtemNnIymcp¶p... Cu kz`mhw F§s\ tN«\pmIm\m...
Gbv... AsXms¡ shdpsXbm... Np½m \m«pImcv A]JymXn ]td¶Xm..."
" H¶pasÃSm... F¶m \o tIt«m... BZyw sNe¸w ck¯ns\§m\pw hÃ sN¡·mcptSw
sXmSíp sh¨pImWpw... ]ns¶ ]ns¶ AsXmcp ioeamIpw... A¸¸nt¶ F{X
kpµcnNc¡nt\¡mepw AhcptS sXmtSw sImtXmw am{Xta Ahcp t\m¡¯pÅp...
Hcp ]gs©mÃpv... £ocapsÅmcInSn³ Nph«nepw tNmcXs¶ sImXpIn¶p IuXpIw..."
" F¶p sh¨mev... AÀ°w IqsS ]d...." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" F¶p sh¨m... FS§gn¡W¡n\p ]mep Id¡p¶ ]iphnsâ AIn«nÂ sN¶mepw..
sImXpIp tNmctb Ip¯n¡pSn¡¯pÅp...]mep IpSn¡¯nÃm. ... F¶p ]dªXp
t]mte,.... \nsâ G«¯osS B AacmhXn¸qdp hnSÀ¯n¸nSn¨v \nsâ tN«sâ
samJ¯ns«mc¨mepw AXp X«n amÁnbn«v Abmfm sImS¡pnIfp s]mfn¨v B
Xo«¡qXote \¡s¯mÅp F¶v... a\ÊnemtbmSm... F´p sN¿mw ioeambnt¸mbn....
]ns¶ tZmjw ]dbcpXtÃm... \nsâ tN«¯osS _w_dpIfpw H¶pw H«pw tamtimaÃ...
Rm³ Xt¶..."
" Rm³ Xt¶... ]d ]d... _m¡ow IqsS..."
" Rm³ Xt¶... H¶p cp hmWw AhÀ¡p thn Ab¨ns«mv.... Fs¶mcp kXyw
t\cmbn \nÂ¡ps¶mv...." KtWi³ HcoW¯nÂ ]dªp.
" \mWanÃtÃm.. KtW«\nXp ]dbm³..."
" F´p \mWním³... sÈSm... Fsâ ]dn.. Fsâ I¿v... Rm³ hmWaSnípw..
AsX\n¡nãsamÅhcpsS t]cnÂ Abípw... lnXp \Ã Iq¯v..."
" Hm, Abt¨m... Abt¨m... Ahkm\w AXp kz´w Xte¯t¶ hoWp s]m«cpXv...."
" AXp \o F\níns«m¶p sh¨XmWtÃm... Mqw.. Kpcphnsâ sImX¯n¯t¶ thWw
s\\¡p ASn¨p ]Tn¡m³...AtÃSm....?.."
KtWi³ Hcp Xami ]dªp. At¸mgmWp t\ct¯ a\Ênt\ t]Sn¸n¨ {][m\ Imcyw
HmÀ½ h¶Xv.
" KtW«m.... Cu \mícWs¸mSn sNmdnbp¶ Hcp km[\tÃ.... AXv \½sS icoc¯nsâ
AI v̄... AXmbXv... hmbntem atÁm hoWm... htÃmw ]Ápthm...?.."
" _vipw.... H¶pw ]Á¯nÃ..." KtWi³ I®S¨p sImp ]dªp.
" Mv tl... H¶pw ]Á¯ntÃ..... " Rm³ AXnibn¨p t]mbn.
" \o shdpsamcp s]m«¦p®m\mWtÃmSm... FSm... AXp ]Áps¶Sw apgph\pw sNmdnbpw...
ISnípw.. \ocp shípw.... hmbntem atÁm BsW¦nÂ B hm t]m¡m... ]ns¶ AXnÂ
sh¨p Ip® aq©msa¶p hnNmcní..."
" At¿m.. A§s\bmtWm....."
" Ft´.. hÃhtâw hmbnep \mícWs¸mSn CSm³ ¹ms\mtm... F´n\mSm tamt\..
Cu t{Zmlw sN¿tW....hÃ \Ã Imtcymw Nn´ns¡Sm... Cu \mepaWn Igo¼gpw
Ime¯pw \½sS ap¼n¡qsS F{X s]¼ntÅcpw tN¨namcpw Ipow samtew Ipep¡n
t]mIps¶msSm.. \o Ahtc¸Án Nn´n¨v hmWaSnív... Cu {]mb¯nev AXm C¸w
\nsâ Uyq«n...."
" Hm, AXn¸w KtW«³ ]dbmsX Xt¶ Fsâ Uyq«n IrXyambn«p Rm³ sN¿sWmv...."
Rm³ KtWi³ ]dª AtX ienbnÂ Xt¶ adp]Sn ]dªp.
" anSp¡³... \o Xt¶ Fsâ bYmÀ° injy³... s\\¡p `mhnsbmv... hepXmIp¼w
Xpt¼te tdm¡Áp tI{µ¯nÂ s\\¡p tPmen Dd¸v..."
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" C\n Imcyambn«v Rms\m¶p tNmZnís«... Cu...... \mícWs¸mSn s]®p§tS
Ipdn¨n¡I¯p ]ÁnbmÂ F´pmIpw... kptJmÅ sNmdn¨ntem... AtXm....."
" tM...AsXmcp tNmZymWtÃmSm......]dbmw.....BZyw, kptJmÅ sNmdn¨nepmIpw....
]ns¶ AXp henb ISnbmIpw... an\n«pIfpsImv AIw apgph³ \ocp shípw...
sNmI¶p hoÀ¯p hcpw.... sNmdn¨nepsImp am´n¡odpw.. F¶msem«p sNmdnbm\pw
h¿msX \n¶p \«w Xncnbpw..... ssIs¨chbn«v am´m³ tXm¶pw... ]t£ AXn\I v̄
I¿n«v sNmdnbm³ ]Ápthm.... \½sfms¡ D½shím\pw Hma\n¡m\pw sImXníp¶ B
Hma\¸qd§t\ sNma¶ _eq¬ t]mse hoÀ¯p hcpw... H¶n\pw ]ÁmsX B ]mhw
kv{Xo acnímsX acnípw... tlm.. Nn´ním³ IqSn h¿m¯ Hcp... Hcp... `o`Âk`oIc
cwKambncn¡pw AXv...."
" Fât½... At¿m... At{Xw `b¦cmIpthm..."
" ]n¶ntÃ... F\níp t]mepw A§s\ Hcp cwKw HmÀ¡m³ h¿... .. AÃ.. C¸w F\níp
\nt¶ t]SnbmIp¶tÃmSm.. F´mSm.. \o hÃ \IvksseÁnepw tNÀt¶mSm... F¦nÂ ...
Ft¶ shdptX hnStWSm... AÃ.. \osb´m C¶n§s\ ... H¶ns\m\p _ÔanÃm¯
kwib§fp tNmZníp¶Xv... AtXm B AbÂ]¡¡mcn s]s¦m¨nsâ kmam\¯n..
s]mSnbn«p ckn¡m\mtWmSm... sN¿tÃ.. tamt\... Cuizc³ t]mepw s]mdp¡ptIe...
Xamin\p t]mepw sNbvtX¡tÃ..."
" Hm, Rm³ shdptX s]mXphnPvRm\w tNmZn¨XtÃ...."
Rm³ A§s\ ]dsª¦nepw a\ÊnÂ Fs´¶nÃm¯ Hcp `oXn sasÃ Dcpp
IqSns¡mncp¶p. Rm\m cwKw H¶p k¦ån¨p t\m¡n. Fsâ kncIfnÂ IqSn
hndp§en¸nsâ Hcp Ipfncp tImcn.
R§Ä ]ns¶ Ipd¨p t\cw anmXncp¶p. s]s«¶msW\níp hoSnt\¸Án HmÀ½
h¶Xv. Iep¦nteíp ]pds¸Spt¼mÄ ]mXncm Igntª ho«nteípÅp F¶p
Xocpam\saSp¯ncp¶p. ]t£ Ct¸mÄ AXp amdn. t\cw hÃmsX Ccp«n. Ct¸mÄ
tN«³htc A¯mgw Ignªn«pmIpw. GS¯n Fs´¦nepw kqNn¸n¨ps¦nÂ,
Fât½. C¶p Fs´¦nepw kw`hnípw. Ft§ms«¦nepw Hfnt¨mSnbmÂ aXnbmbncp¶p.
" Rm³ t]mIphm... t\csam¯ncn Ccp«n.... KtW«m... Fs¶sbm¶p
apÁ¯m¡n¯cpthm.....?..."
" t]Sn¨pXqdn... ]ns¶´n\m Ct{Xw t\cw ChnsS Ip¯nbncp¶Xv... t\ct¯
s]míqSmcpt¶m... Mpw.... hm... injy\mbnt¸mbntÃ..."
ho«nteíp \S¡p¶ hgn KtWi³ ]dªp.
" FSm...\o H¶p {ian¨m.. sNe¸w Hcp th¡³kn In«ntb¡pw..."
" Ft´m¶p th¡³kn..."
" FSm... \nsâ GS¯osS sImXta \nsâ tN«³ Xn¶s¯mÅp.... F\nísXmd¸m...
A¸w... ap³hiw {^obmbn sIS¡phtÃ... H¶p ap«nbpcp½n t\m¡v... C¸gmsW¦n
]pXptamSn¡v \St¶ípw... ]gInbm... ]ns¶ {]iv\§fmIpw... hfím³ ]mSmIpw..."
" KtW«s\m¶p anmsX \St¶... Xcm³ I Hcp]tZiw..." Rm³ Acnis¸«p.
" F\nsí´m... In«nbm s\\¡p Xs¶ kpJnímw..."
hoSn\p ap¼nse¯nbt¸mÄ KtWi³ ]dªp.
" Rm³ apÁt¯íp hcp¶nÃ... FÃmcpw \nt¶ Im¯ncn¡phm¶p tXm¶p¶p.... \nsâ
B tN«³t]m¯v Im ]ns¶ IpÁw F\n¡mIpw... R§fp X½nÂ ]t aq¶mw
\mfm... Rm³ t]mIphm..... cmhnte \yqkpambn«p Iept¦se¯nbm aXn......"

FÃmhcpw Xn®bnÂ Ccn¸pv. tN«t\ InÃ. GS¯n Hcp XqWpw Nmcn \nÂ¡p¶p.
_Ä_nsâ \ngenÂ B apJ`mhw hyàaÃ. Fsâ N¦p ]S]Sm CSn¨p. ASp¯Xv
IpÁhnNmcWbmbncnípw. C¯hW GS¯n hnS¯nÃ. XoÀ¨bmbn. AO³
Xn®bnÂIqSn Dem¯p¶p. Fs¶¡Xpw A½ HmSn h¶v Fsâ XpSív BsªmcSn
X¶p. Rm³ Nqfnt¸mbn.
" FhnSmcps¶Sm \obv... CXphtc... FÃmcpw ho«n h¶mepw s\\¡v tNt¡dm³ tate...
\ns¶ Rm³... " A½ hopw It¿m§n.
" C\n XsÃsSo..." AO³ hnfn¨p ]dªp.
" AÃOm.... sN¡\n¯ncn Ipdp¼p IqSps¶mv... shey ]pcpj\msb¶m hnNmcw...
D¨ív DuWp Igntª¸ns¶ ImWm³ In«o«nÃ... sXep Xt¶ sXev.. Cu At½sS
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IqsS C¯ncn ]pÃp ]dn¨p sImSp¯mse´m Ch\v... Cu ho«nev Ch\p sN¿mhp¶ F{X
]WnIfv sIS¡p¶p......"
GS¯n tZjyt¯msS FcnXobnÂ F®sbmgníp¶p. ]t£ B Xoípw Hcp Ipfncnsâ
kpJw, Bizmkw. F\nsísâ ImXpItf hnizkn¡m\mbnÃ. D¨Ignªv GS¯n Ft¶
In«nsÃ¶v. I«nenâSnbnÂ Hfn¨ncp¶v AhcpsS amctIfnIfpw IqXoeSnbpw FÃmw
I Fs¶ It¿msS Ip]nSn¨v sXdnhnfn¨v XÅn shfnbnend¡nbn«v Ft¶
Int«bnsÃ¶v. F\nít¸mgmWv Fsâ \Ã Poh³ Xncn¨p In«nbXv. F¶n«pw Fsâ
I®p XÅn, Fsâ tXhtc, ChcpsS Dt±timw a\Ênencn¸pw F´mtWm.
" AXnÃSo tamtf...sshIpt¶cw Fd§nt¸mWXv Rm³ IXm... F¶mepw t\ct¯
h¶qtS ..." A½ ]dªp. At¸mtgípw tN«³ ]pd¯nd§n h¶p.
" Hm, ]mÀhXymcp ht¶m Icw ]ncnhpw Ignªv... ChnsS hmSm ... s\\¡v ASosS
sImdhm... ChnsS hcm³..." Rm³ sasÃ \nc§n \nc§n tN«t\ kao]n¨p. ASp¯p
sN¶Xpw Ibv hoin HcSnbmbncp¶p, Npaen\v. \¶mbn thZ\n¨p, F¦nepw kln¨p
\n¶p. ASp¯Xn\p thn Im¯p \n¶p..
" tht«m... A½ IW¡n\p sImSp¯ns«mv... C\n G«\pw IqSn XÃnbm...."
GS¯n CSíp NmSn hoWp. At¸mÄ G«³ H¶S§n. A½ AIt¯ív Ibdnt¸mbn.
AO³ shÁnebnÂ Np®m¼p tXíp¶p. tN«³ tZjyt¯msS H¶p t\m¡nbn«v
AIt¯íp Ibdnt¸mbn.
Rm³ Xn®bcnInÂ Xt¶ \n¶p. F´psImtm Fsâ I®p \ndªp. ASnbpsS
thZ\bÃ, asÁt´m Hcp hn½nãw. Fsâ DÅnÂ hn§n¡qSn A¶t¯ kw`h§Ä
FÃmw Hcp kn\na t]mse an¶n adªp.
" hm.. h¶p I¿pw samtJmw IgpIv... F¶n«v thKw h¶p tNmdp®v.....FÃmcpw Ign¨p... "
GS¯n Ft¶ t\m¡n ]dªp. Rm³ \n¶nS¯p \n¶\§nbnÃ. Fsâ ImepIÄ
a®nÂ Dd¨p t]mbXp t]mse. I®nÂ \n¶pw I®oscmgpIn. GS¯n Xn®bnÂ \n¶pw
apÁt¯índ§n. Fsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p hen¨p.
" hmSm... At¿... Hcp ]pcpj³...... At½sS I¿o¶v HcSn sImt¸mtg \n¶p Ictb... "
Ft¶ hen¨v sImpt]mbn Ac`n¯nbnencp¶ shÅ¡nnbpsS ASp¯p \nÀ¯nbn«v
GS¯n ASp¡fbnteíp Ibdn. Rm³ bm{´nIambn apJw IgpIn.
" hmkq«m... tZ... tNmdp hnf¼n sh¨p... thKw ht¶mfq... "
GS¯n hopw hnfn¨p. Rm³ ]Xps¡ sN¶v s_©nencp¶p. I®ocp \nÂ¡p¶nÃ.
]pfntÈcn tNmdnÂ Hgn¨p Xcpt¼mÄ Fsâ apJ¯p t\m¡nbn«p ]dªp.
" tNmdnÂ I®ocp hogv¯tÃ... AXv tZmjm..tIt«m..."
F¶n«v amdn\n¶v kmcn¯p¼nÂ IbvXpS¨p. B apJs¯mcp {]k¶X Hfn an¶nbXp
t]mse. At¸mÄ A½ hmXnÂ¡Â h¶n«p ]dªp.
" C\n \obmtc Im¯p \n¡pIm... \obpw htÃmw Ignt¨¨v FÃmw FSp¯p sh¨p
sISs¶md§m³ t\m¡v..."
" sicnbt½... Rm\pw Ign¡m³ t]mIphm... "
GS¯n Hcp ]m{XsaSp¯v Aåw tNmdpw IdnIfpw hnf¼n Fsâ he¯p hi¯p
h¶ncp¶p Igním³ XpS§n. Rm³ sasÃ tNmdp Ipg¨p.
" G«sâ cs®w IqsS In«t«¶v IcpXnbXm BZyw.... A{Xíp hnIrXnbtÃ \obn¶p
ImWnt¨... Rm\mbn«p BtcmSpw ]td¶nÃ....\o Xs¶¯m³ H¶p Nn´nt¨... sNbvXXp
sicnbmbncpt¶m¶v..."
AhÀ Fsâ apJ¯p t\m¡msX sasÃ ]dªp. Rm³ s]s«¶v IbvIpSªv
Fgpt¶Áp. GS¯n Fsâ NpaenÂ _eambn ]nSn¨p Xmtgíncp¯n F¶n«p ]dªp.
" CcnsbSm AhsS... thtWÂ Xnt¶¨p t]m... s\\¡v hmcn¯cm³ ChnsS \nsâ
`mcysbm¶panÃ...."
]ns¶ AhÀ Fgpt¶Áp. AhcpsS ]m{Xw sImp XncnsI sh¨p. At¸mÄ Rm³
Ip. AhÀ Xncnªp \n¶v kmcn¯ps¼Sp¯v I®p XpSíp¶p. Fsâ N¦p s]mSnbp¶
t]mse. t{ZmlnbmWp Rm³, F\níp tXm¶n. Ft¶ F\níp Xs¶ a\ÊnemIp¶nÃ.
F´n\p thn Rm³ C§s\ Cu ]mh¯nt\ t{Zmlníp¶p.
F\níp `£Ww XpScm³ IgnªnÃ. Rm\pw \nÀ¯n. ]ns¶ Fgpt¶Áp I¿pw apJhpw
IgpIn. ASp¡fhmXnenÂ hs¶¯n t\m¡n. Rm³ Ign¨ Fsâ ]m{Xhpw I¿nÂ ]nSn¨v
AhÀ Ft´m BtemNn¨p \nÂ¡p¶p. Fsâ Xesh«w ItXmtS AhÀ ]m{Xw

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t



sImpt]mbn F¨nåm{X¯nteíp adn¨p. ]ns¶ Ft¶ H¶p Xncnªp t\m¡n. Rm³
sasÃ AhnsS \n¶pw \njv{Ian¨p, Fsâ apdnbnteíp t]mbn.
cm{Xn InS¶n«pd¡w hcp¶nÃ. GS¯ntbmSv F\nípÅ Imaw AWs]m«n HgpIp¶
t]mse. AtX kabw Ahtc D]{Zhn¡pIbmsW¶pÅ Hcp tXm¶epw. Fs´¦nepw
ImcWhimÂ Rm\pambn AhÀs¡mcp _Ôw h¶mÂ, BtemNn¨t¸mÄ Hcp kpJw.
GS¯nbpsS B _nkvIÁp]qdnÂ apJaaÀ¯n InS¡p¶tXmÀ¯t¸mÄ AdnbmsX
Fsâ ssI apn\Snbnteíp sN¶p. B kt´mjtamÀ¯v BËmZn¡p¶ Ip®tams\
H¶p Xmtemen¨p. ASp¯ \nanjw Fsâ tN«sâ cu{ZapJw a\ÊntemSnsb¯n. Fs¶
hnfn¨p IqsS¡nS¯nbmÂ GS¯nbpsS kmam\¯nÂ sNmdnb³s]mSn hnXdpsa¶
tN«sâ `ojWn s]m§n\n¶ Fsâ Ip®bpsS NpW sISp¯n. GS¯nbpsS apJw
a\ÊnÂ \n¶pw amÁn, B kvYm\ v̄ hnemkn\nbpsS ]qS¸qdp k¦ån¡m³ {ian¨p.
F¦nepw GS¯nbpsS IpÁnapSn \ndª XSn¨ ]qdpw A«¡´pw sam´apeIfpw hopw
hopw sXfnªp hcnIbmbncp¶p. AXp hopw hopw ImWm\pÅ tamlw
iàn{]m]nípIbmbncp¶p. Nn´n¨pNn´n¨v Ft¸mtgm Rm\pd§nt¸mbn.

Fsâ apdnbpsS hmXnÂ sasÃ Xpd¡p¶ iÐw tI«mWp Rm³ Xncnªp InS¶Xv.
kpkvtachZ\bmbn, Bscbpw ab¡p¶ aµlmkhpw s]mgn¨psImv GS¯n Fsâ
apdnhmXnÂ¡Â. Rm³ I«nenÂ Fgpt¶Áncp¶p. cmhnse IpfnIgnªv hcp¶ amXncn
shdpw kmcn¸mhmSbpw ap³hiw Xpd¶n« »ukpw. {_m t]mepanÃ ape¡®pIÄ¡p
apIfnÂ Aekambn InS¡p¶ »ukv apesR«pItf ad¨ncp¶p. B Ip¼f§m apeIÄ
InS¶p Xnf§p¶p. ]mhmSs¡«n\p apIfnÂ XpSn¨pInS¡p¶ hbdnsâ Aåw
apIfnembn A¼e¡pfw amXncn ]p¡nfpw. ASnsh¨Snsh¨v Fsâ ASpt¯íp
\S¶t¸mÄ kzX{´ambn¡nS¶ncp¶ B h·peIÄ Fs¶ Xebm«n hnfn¨p. Fsâ
lrZbw AanXmthi¯mÂ XpÅn¨mSn. Ahkm\w CXm, Rm³ B{Kln¨ t]mse
GS¯n Fs¶ tXSn h¶ncníp¶p. Rm³ a\ÊnÂ ]dªp, ht¶mfq, F\níp sImXw
th, GS¯nbpsS B aZ\t¨mebnÂ Fsâ Ip®tamt\ Rm³ sI«gn¨p hnSpw,
Ah\hnsS Xm¬UhamSpw. GS¯nbpsS Cu Acs¡«nÂ C{Xbpw kpJw
Hfn¨ncn¸pmbncpt¶m F¶v At¸mÄ GS¯n t]mepw AXnibnípw. F\ním Imgv¨
hnizkn¡m\mbnÃ. IXIp Nmcnbn«v, AhÀ Fsâ ap¼nÂ h¶p \n¶p,
hms]mfn¨ncníp¶ Fsâ XmSnbnÂ ]nSn¨psImp tNmZn¨p.
" F´mSm angn¨p t\m¡pt¶...?.... "
" GS¯n... GS¯n... " F\níp hm¡pIÄ In«nbnÃ.
" GS¯nbÃ... KoX.... hnfnív Fsâ KotX¶v..." I®pIfnÂ I¯p¶ ImaZml¯nsâ
Xo£vWXtbmsS Ft¶mShÀ Bhiys¸«p.
" KoX... Fsâ KoX....." Fsâ hm¡pIÄ ]IpXn sXmbnÂ IpSp§n.
" Rm³.... CcnítWm... AtXm \nsâ IqsS InS¡tWm....?.."
Fsâ D¯c¯n\p Im¯p \nÂ¡msX AhÀ »ukqcn Xmtgín«p. Fsâ ap¼nÂ B
shfp¯p XpSp¯ apeIÄ \n¶p hnd¨p. B apeIfnÂ XtemSm³ Fsâ IbvIÄ sh¼n.
" C¶m... \o C{Xbpw Imew ... t\m¡n shÅand¡nt¡mp \S¶XtÃ... C\n Rm³
\ntj[n¡p¶nÃ... FSpt¯m... Xnt¶m... IpSnt¨m... FÃmw... FÃmw... Fsâ hmkq«sâ
Cãw t]mse.... "
]ns¶bhÀ kmh[m\w ]mhmSbpsS sI«gn¨p. AXp XmtgíqÀ¶p hoWp. Fsâ
I×p¶nÂ AhÀ ]qÀ®\ábmbn \n¶p aµlkn¨p. ]mhmSs¡«nsâ ]mSn\p Xmsg
XpSp¯ AhcpsS aZ\¸q¦mh\w sh«n\nc¯nb tcma¡pÁnItfmsS
{XntImWmIrXnbnÂ \ns¶s¶ amSnhnfn¨p. AhÀ AhcpsS Acs¡«v Fsâ
apJt¯mSSp¸n¨p. B XSn¨ ]qd¸¯nÂ AhÀ Fsâ apJw ]nSn¨Sp¸n¨p. F¶n«hÀ
I®S¨p \n¶v ]dªp.
" \n\¡p thn ... \Ã kpµcambn IgpIn Ipfn¨v hr¯nbm¡n sImp h¶ncníp¶p....
hnemkn\nbpsS kmam\w \o \¡n¡pSn¨ntÃ... AXpIv Rm³ sImXn XpÅnsbSm....
Xn¶v... AXpt]mse CXpw ISn¨p Xn¶v... Fsâ hmkp¡p«³ Xn¶v.... "
Rm\m XSn¨ {XntImW¯nÂ sasÃ ISn¨p. At¸mÄ AhÀ, ImapIsâ Npw_\w Xsâ
clky`mK¯p ]Xnªt¸mgpmb Ipfncpw tImcn¯cn¸pw sImv Hcp ioÂImciÐw
]pds¸Sphn¨p. Fsâ Bßmhnt\bpw icoct¯bpw hnPrw`n¨p \n¶ Ip®tbbpw
Hcpan¨v B iÐw tImÄabnÀ sImÅn¨p. XSn¨ XpSIfpsS kwKakvYm\t¯ív
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Dufnbn«nd§p¶ B IodenÂ Rm³ Fsâ \mknIm{Kw AaÀ¯n Xmgv¯n. Aåw
AI¶ B Ioden\pÅnÂ \n¶pw DbÀ¶ aZKÔw Znhk§Ä¡p ap¼v hnemkn\nbpsS
tbm\nbnÂ \n¶pw han¨ KÔ¯nsâ HmÀ½bpWÀ¯n. AtX KÔw Xt¶ GS¯nbpsS
Cu kpcXv]pjv]¯n\pw. Fsâ kncIfnÂ sshZypXn HmSn¯pS§n. Rm³ B XpSIÄ
AI¯m³ {ian¨p. At¸mÄ GS¯n, AÃ KoX Fsâ apJw ]nSn¨p amÁn. ]ns¶ Fs¶
]nSns¨gpt¶ån¨p. AhÀ I«nensâ AcnInÂ Ccp¶p. F¶n«v ImepIfI¯n Fsâ Ibv
]nSn¨v AhcpsS ImepIÄ¡nSbnÂ Ft¶ ap«nÂ \nÀ¯n. Rm³ AhcpsS
ImepIÄ¡nSbnÂ ap«nÂ \n¶p. ]ns¶ Fs¶ IhnfpIfnÂ ]nSn¨v AhcpsS s\t©mSp
tNÀ¯p. B apeIÄ¡nSbnÂ Rm³ apJw tNÀ¯p. Ip«n¡pdm ]uUdnsâ aWw B
ape¯S§fnÂ \n¶pbÀ\p. Fsâ I¼nKpem³ AhcpsS ASnhbdnÂ ap«n \n¶p. Rm³
AhcpsS Hcp Ibvs]m¡n B I£¯nÂ Npw_n¨p. Idp¯p Npcp tcma§Ä Fsâ
aq¡nÂ ap«n AhínSbnÂ \n¶pw hnemkn\nbptS ]qÁnteXp amXncnbpÅ KÔw
]uUdnsâ kuc`yt¯mSp IeÀ¶v Fsâ aq¡neSn¨p Ibdn. Rm³ B I£¯nÂ H¶p
ISn¨p. atÁ Ibv sImv AhÀ Fsâ Imen¶nSbnÂ AhcpsS hbdnenSn¨p ckníp¶
Fsâ Kpems\ ]nSn¨aÀ¯n. AhcpsS arZp]mWnbnencp¶v Ah³ hn§n¯pSn¨p.
I£¯nÂ \n¶pw Fsâ Npv KoXbpsS XSn¨p Nph¶ NppIfnteíp \o§n. ]mXn
hnSÀ¶ B NppIÄ Fsâ NppIfpambn In¶mcw ]dªt¸mÄ AhcpsS I®pIÄ
Iq¼nbSªp. R§ft\ym\yw apJ v̄ Npw_\hÀj§Ä sNmcnªp. Ahscsâ apJw
]nSn¨v AhcpsS t]mÀapeIfnÂ sImp h¶p. AXnÂ Hcp sRs«Sp¯v Fsâ hmbnÂ
sh¨p X¶n«p ]dªp.
" Fsâ s]m¶p tam³ CsXm¶p IpSnív... GS¯n kpJn¡s«... "
Rm³ B apesR«p hmbnseSp¯p. tImÀ¡S¸p t]mse IÃn¨ B apesR«nÂ Rm³
ap´ncn ISn¡p¶Xp t]mse ISn¨p. At¸mÄ Fsâ Ihnf¯v sasÃsbmcSn X¶n«v AhÀ
IpdpIn.
" Ipdp¼³... ISnímsX... \nsâ GS¯ntb t\mhnímsX IpSnsíSm tamt\...... "
Rm\m Xhn«p \nd¯nepÅ ape¡®pIfnÂ \¡n. Hcp ape IpSnípt¼mÄ atÁ apebnÂ
sR¡ns¡mSp¯p.
" Fsâ hmkp¡p«m... \n\s¡Ãmadnbmw... amdn amdn sN¿Sm... tamt\... " AhÀ AhcpsS
XSn¨ XpSIÄ¡nSbnÂ Ft¶ Cdp¡n¸nSn¨psImv ]dªp.
atÁ apebnepw Rm³ Fsâ ]ÃpIÄ sImv kpJ¯nsâ tImdepIÄ \S¯n. KoX
Ccp¶p ]pfªp. Rm³ Fsâ Hcp Ibv AhcpsS XpSIÄ¡nSbnteíp IS¯n. I«nenÂ
Ccp¶Xp sImv Aåw ]c¶phnSÀ¶ B \\ª tbm\n¨men\pÅnÂ sasÃ XShn.
AhcpsS \\ªp hoÀ¯ I´nÂ Fsâ IbvhncÂ ap«nbt¸mÄ AhÀ ]dªp.
" lmhq... Fsâ hmkq«m... C\nsb\níp InS¡Ww.. InS¶p IfníWw...hm.... Ct§m«p
tIdn¡nS¡v...."
AhÀ ImepIf¯n Fs¶ kzX{´\m¡n. F¶n«v I«nenteíp InS¶p. F¶ns«t¶
IbvIfpb¯n amSn hnfn¨p. Rm³ I«nenteíp Ibdn, B XSn¨ XpSIÄ AI¯n
ImepIÄ¡nSbnÂ ap«pIp¯n \n¶p. At¸mÄ AhcpsS hncnª {XntImWw
IpÁntcma§fpsS AI¼SntbmsS \n¶p Ft¶ t\m¡n ]p©ncn¨p.. AXnsâ DÅnÂ B
XSn¨ N¡¨pf¡´pw B CeZzb§fpw DbÀ¶p \n¶p, A¶p A«tb ]nSn¨t¸mÄ
IXp t]mse. Hcp hyXymkw am{Xw, B ]qdn\pw hnemkn\nbpsS ]qdnsâ AtX
aZKÔambncp¶p F¶p am{Xw. Ft¶¯t¶ DÁp t\m¡n hmbpw s]mfn¨p InS¡p¶
B tbm\ohnShnÂ Rm³ H¶p XtemSn. Fsâ hncÂ B Nmensâ ASn`mK v̄
F¯nbt¸mÄ Fsâ KoX hnImcw sImv InS¶p ]pfªp.
" C\n F´n\mSm ... Xmakn¸nípt¶... hmSm... \o \nsâ B D®n¡®t\ Ct§m«p
shíSm... F\níp... klníp¶nsÃSm tams\..."
hnImcw sImv hoÀ¸p ap«n {Xkn¨p sImncp¶ B {XntImW¯nteív I¼nbmbn
\n¶p hndíp¶ Fsâ Ip®sbSp¯v ]Xps¡ Rm³ H¶p ap«n¨p.
" tlm... Fs´mcp NqSmSm Ah\v... shíSm tamt\... shív... Fsâ hmkp¡p«m... Mqw...
thKw.. F¶n«v.....]®n¯IÀs¡Sm... \nsâ Cu Ip®íp thn hmbpw s]mfn¨v..
Im¯ncníphmSm Ahfv...." KoX XpSIfn«pcp½n.
Rm³ sasÃ KoXbpsS apIfnteíp InS¶p. F¶ns«m¶p Xmgv¶p. B ]qdnsâ hmXnenÂ
{]thi\w Im¯p XÅn\n¶ncp¶ Ip®¯eíp thn AXnsâ Zf§Ä
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hgnamdns¡mSp¯p. Fsâ Ip®bpsS X¡mfnapJw B NqSp ]qÁnteínd§m³
XpS§nbt¸mÄ KoX IpdpIn.
" tlm... Fsâ hmkq«m... XÅnt¡sÁSm... F¶n«Snív...... Fsâ ]qdntamfpsS hmbSn¨p
IodSm....... At¿m... XÅv..XÅv... " AhÀ InS¶p hnd¨p XpÅn.
" FSooooo..."
Hcp KÀÖ\w. R§Ä cp t]cpw sR«n, XeXncn¨p t\m¡n. tN«³,
kwlmccp{Zt\t¸mse \n¶p hndíp¶p. B I®pIÄ Nph¶ncp¶p. Npcp«n¸nSn¨ I¿nÂ
Ft´m Hcp s]mXnbpapv. _enjvTamb B IbvIÄ Fs¶ KoXbpsS apIfnÂ \n¶pw
Hcp ]pjv]w t]mse s]m¡nsbSp¯v apdnbpsS aqebntesídnªp.
" Iodn¯cmsaSo... \nsâ Cu ISn¸qdp Rm³ Iodn¯cmsaSo.. Ig¸n¸qdntamtf.... "
GS¯n NmSnsbgpt\Áp I«nÂ Ccp¶psImp Nodn.
" AtXtSm... F\níp Ig¸p Xs¶bmtSm... X\nsísâ Xo«s¡mXw aXnbtÃm...
F\nsísâ ]qÁnÂ IfníWw... Ifn¨pIfn¨Xp IodWw.. \n§¡p ths¦nÂ... AXp
Iodm³ tZ \n§sS A\nbs\mv... t\m¡v, Ahsâ Ip® t\ms¡tSm... F\níXp
aXnsbtSm..." GS¯n cp IbvsImpw Xsâ ]qdp ]nfÀ¯n¡m«ns¡medn.
" On ... \nÀs¯So... \o Ahs\ tIÁn ]qÁneSn¸nípw... AtÃSo..."
tN«³ GS¯nbpsS IcW¯v iànbmbn ASn¨p. GS¯n I«nenteíp hoWp. AXp
I Rm³ Hcp hn[¯nÂ Fgpt¶Áp sN¶v G«sâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p.
" th tN«m... GS¯ntb XÃ... Rm\m GS¯ntb ]nSn¨Xv... Ft¶ XÃntím....
Ft¶ sImt¶m...."
tN«³ Xncnªv Fsâ IcW¯v ASn¨p. Rm³ XeId§n \ne¯ncp¶p t]mbn. ]ns¶
tN«³ I«nenteíp Ibdn. GS¯nbpsS ImepIÄ _eambn AI¯n Nhp«n ]nSn¨p.
]ns¶ I¿nencp¶ s]mXn Xpd¶p. atÁ IbvsImv Ih¨p InS¶ GS¯nbpsS ]qdp
cp hncepIÄ sImv ]nfÀ¯n¸nSn¨p. Rm³ hopw Fgpt¶Áv th¨p th¨p
I«nen\Sps¯¯n.
" \nsâ Cu ]qdnsâ ISn C¶p Rm³ XoÀ¯pXcmSo... C¶m ]nSnt¨mSo... kpJns¡So....
]qdntamtf...."
sN¼c¯n¸qhnsâ \nd¯nÂ Nph¶p XpSp¯v s]mfnªncp¶ B ]qdnsâ hnShnteív
tN«³ B s]mXn IpSªp. At¸mgmWp Rm³ sR«nbXv. \mícWs¸mSn ! Fsâ
tXhtc, tN«³ ]dª t]mse sNbvXtÃm. Rm³ tN«sâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p XSbm³
{ian¨p. ]t£ kabw Ignªncp¶p. B s]mSn apgph³ G«¯nbpsS Xpd¶ncp¶
tbm\o hnShnÂ hoWp Ignªncp¶p. A«lkn¨psImv tN«³ B ]qdS¨p ]nSn¨p.
\nanjw IgnªnÃ. GS¯n IbvsImp ]qdp sNmdnbm³ XpS§n. sNmdn¨nensâ
iànIqSn.
" Fsâ... kmam\w sNmdnbpt¶... At¿m F\níp ht¿... At¿m... Cu Zpã³ Fsâ
]qÁnÂ ]mjmWw shXdntb... Fât½m... "
GS¯n cpIbvIÄ sImpw ]qdp am´ns¸mfn¡m³ XpS§n. AXp henªp Iodn.
AXn\pÅnÂ \n¶pw tNmc Hením³ XpS§n. AhÀ I«nenÂ InS¶pcpp. Rm³ Ahtc
Bizkn¸n¡m³ {ian¨p. tN«³ \n¶p s]m«n¨ncn¨p.
" \o Cht\ tIÁn ]®nípw CtÃSo... \nsâ ]qdnsâ HSp¡t¯ ISn ... Xocs«So...."
" FSm abntc... \ns¶ Rm³... \o Fsâ KoXtb...." Rm³ tN«sâ Igp¯n\p
Ip¯n¸nSn¨p. tN«\p izmkw ap«n. Rm³ ]nSn hn«nÃ. Ahkm\w tN«³ Ipgªp hoWp.
Rm³ hopw GS¯nbpsS ASps¯¯n.
" ]mjmWaÃ ....G«¯o... shdpw \mícWs¸mSnbm... C¨nsc Ignbp¼w... amdntímfpw...
Fsâ GS¯o... " Rm³ Ahtc sI«n¸nSn¨p Icªp. Fs¶ XÅn amÁnbn«v AhÀ
]qdpw XpSIfpw am´ns¡mp ]nSªpcpp. AhcpsS IhínS apgph\pw cà¡fambn.
Rm³ \nehnfn¨p t]mbn.
" Fsâ GS¯o... Fsâ s]m¶p KoX¡p«o.... "

" Um...Um...hmkp¡p«m... " Ft¶ Btcm Ipep¡n hnfníp¶Xpw Fsâ apJ¯p XWp¯
shÅw hogp¶Xpw AdnªmWp Rm³ I®p Xpd¶Xv. {]`mXkqcysâ shfn¨w
ASn¨t¸mÄ Fsâ apJw aªfn¨p. Fsâ a\ÊpWcpt¼mÄ Rm³ GS¯nbpsS amdnÂ
Xe Nmbv¨ncn¡pIbmbncp¶p. AhcpsS apgpapeIfnÂ Fsâ apJw hn{ian¡p¶p.
Fsâ apJ¯p Xfn¨ shÅw sImmhWw AhcpsS het¯ apebpsS apIfnÂ »ukv
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\\ªncp¶p. Rm³ AdnbmsX AhcpsS XpSIÄ AI¯n t\m¡nt¸mbn. I®pbÀ¯n
t\m¡pt¼mÄ hmXn¡Â A½.
" F´mSm... \o Fs´ms¡bmSm ]n¨pw t]bpw ]dªXv..." GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" AsX§s\bm... t\c¯pw Ime¯pw ho«n hc¯nÃ... kabs¯md§¯nÃ... F¶n«v
IqXoep¨bmIpw htc Hdt¡mw... F¶m sIS¡m³ t\cw hÃ \mtamw P]n¨p
sIS¡pthm AXpanÃ.... C§s\mcp sNdp¡³... "
A½bpsS hIbmbncp¶p AXv. At¸mgpw Rm³ G«¯ntbbpw AhÀ Ft¶bpw
Cdp¡n¸nSn¨ncn¡bmbncp¶p. B apeIfpsS sNdpNqSnÂ, arZpeXbnÂ, F\níp hopw
Hcp ab¡¯nsâ kpJw. AhcpsS icoc¯nsâ \dpaWahpw, sXÃI¶ncníp¶
I£¯nte hnbÀ¸nsâ a¯p]nSn¸níp¶ KÔhpw Hcp hnjpss¡\o«w t]mse
Rm\mkzZn¨p. Hcp sIm¨pIpªnt\t¸mse AhcpsS icoc¯nteív, B
kpJmioXfnabnteív Rm³ ]Ánt¨À¶ncp¶p. B ImgvN It¸mÄ t]mIm³ t]mb
A½ hopw Xncnªp \n¶p. F¶n«p sXsÃmcp CuÀjytbmsSbpw tZjyt¯msSbpw
]dªp.
" KotX... \o Aht\ A§s\b§p ]p¶mcní... Aht\ hnt«.. sIm¨p
Ipsªm¶paÃ... Hscm¯ ]pcpj\m Ah\n¸w... "
AXp tI« GS¯n AhcpsS s\©nÂ Ft¶ ASÀ¯n amÁn. Rm³ hopw
InS¡bnteíp Nmªp. GS¯n Fgpt¶Áp \n¶p. ]ns¶ ]dªp.
" aXn Hd§oXv... Fgpt¶Áp ]ÃptXív.. Im¸n IpSn¨n«v C\ow sIS¶v kz]v\w ImWv..."
Rm³ A\§msX InS¶p. A½ t]mbn¡gnªt¸mÄ GS¯n XncnsI hopw I«nenÂ
Ccp¶p. F¶n«p tNmZn¨p.
" \o F´p kz]v\amSm IXv... "
" Rm³ GS¯ot\w tN«t\w...."
" AXn\p \o F´n\m t]Sn¨p IcªXv... FSív... Ft¶ hnfn¨p.....]ns¶
\mícWs¸mSos¶ms¡ hnfn¨p ]dªp... ]ns¶ sXdn hnfníp¶Xpw tI«p.... \o hÃmsX
t]Sn¨t]mepv... HmÀ¡p¶ps¦nÂ ]d... F´mcp¶p AXv...?..."
Ahscsâ s\Ánbnepw Ihnfnepw XtemSn.
" AXv...AXv...Rm³..."
" ]d... "
" sXmd¶p ]dªm....GS¯nív htÃmw tXm¶pthm..?..."
" CÃ... F´mbmepw ]dtªm.. tI¡mhtÃm..."
" Rm\pw...]ns¶ G«¯ow.... IqsS I«ntes¡S¶p AXv sNbvXt¸m... tN«³ h¶p
Ip]nSn¨p....."
" tM... s\\¡p h«p tIdn....."
AhÀ I«nenÂ \n¶pw NmSnsbWoÁp. F¶n«v Xncnªv hmXnÂ¡teíp t\m¡n. ]ns¶
I«nenÂ hopw Ccp¶p.
" Mm...]d... tI¡s«..."
" ]ns¶... tN«³ GS¯ntb ]nSn¨p sIS¯o«v...."
" sIS¯o«v...?... " AhÀ Fs¶ ]nSns¨gpt¶Â¸n¨p.
" GS¯osS.....AhsS...apÅpt¶âI¯v..... \mícWs¸mSnbn«p....." Rm³ AhcpsS
Ih¡nSbnteíp hncÂ Nqn ]dªp.
" tM...Fsâ `KhXo.... \o AXn¸gpw HmÀt¯mp \S¡phmtWm.... On...\nsâsbmcp
kz]v\w...."
AhcpsS s\©v XpSníp¶Xp Rm³ Ip.
" ]ns¶ Rm³ tN«sâ Igp¯n\p ]nSn¨p sR¡n.... tN«³ Nt¯m¶dnb¯nÃ... Fsâ
GS¯n..... sIS¶p sNmdnªp... s\ehnfnt¨mv AhsSsbÃmw am´n¡odn... F\níp
kln¨nÃ....Rm\ncp¶p Icªp...."
Rm³ B cwKw I×p¶nÂ IXpt]mse I®pIÄ s]m¯n.
Hcp \nanjw Bcpw H¶pw annbnÃ. ]ns¶ GS¯n Fsâ apSnbnÂ XtemSns¡mp
]dªp.
" kmcanÃ... A¶p I«nenâSoÂ tIdns¡S¶p R§tf Hfn¨p IXpsImtÃ.. C§s\
t]Sn¸n¡p¶ kz]v\§fp ImWp¶Xv.... C\n AsXm¶pw hmkq«³ HmÀ¡... Rm³
\nsâ GS¯nb½btÃ... A¶§s\ sNbvXXnsâ ssZhin£bm... Cu kz]v\§fv...
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C\ow thm¯ hr¯ntISns\m¶pw t]mIcpXv... GS¯ntb¸Án sXÁmbn hnNmcntíw
sN¿cpXv... tIt«m.... "
Rm³ XebpbÀ¯n AhcpsS apJ¯p t\m¡n. AhcpsS apJ v̄ hopw B IpkrXn
t\m«w Hfnan¶n. Ahscgpt¶Áp. hmXnÂ¡Â sN¶n«v Xncnªp \n¶p ]dªp.
" A¸w hmkq«³ F\níp thn thWsa¦nÂ tN«t\t¸mepw sImÃpw AtÃ....
s\\s¡´mSm.. Ft¶mSn§s\ Hcnãw...?..."
" B, F\n¡dnb¯nÃ... F\nív... G«t¯y F¸gpw ItmncníWw... F¶m Fsâ
a\Ênev.... "
Rm³ AhcpsS apJ¯p t\m¡msX ]dªp.
AhÀ XncnsI h¶p F¶ns«sâ IhnfnÂ _eambn \pÅn¸nSn¨p. Ip\nªp \n¶t¸mÄ
B apSns¡«gnªp hoWp. \nhÀ¶p \n¶v AhcXp sI«n sh¨p. IbvIfpbÀ¯nbt¸mÄ
teiw hnbÀ¯ I£§fpsS \\hnÂ Fsâ I®pIÄ DS¡n. AXp IpsImhÀ
]dªp.
" F¦nte... B Cãw a\Ênencnít¯ HÅp... tIt«m tamt\... Cu KoX Bfp thsdbm...
tam\m shÅw A§p hm§n sht¨cv.... hm, h¶n«v htÃmw R®m³ t\m¡v... s\\¡p
]p¶mcním³ thtd BfntÃ... At§m«p sNÃv...."
AhÀ Ipnbpw sh«n¨psImv \S¶p adªp. B t]m¡p t\m¡n Rm³ I«nenÂ
Ccp¶p a\ÊntemÀ¯p, Cu IpnIfpw hnSÀ¯n¸nSn¨p \mepImenÂ
\n¶psImSp¡m\mWtÃm Cu ]mh¯nsâ hn[n. KtWi³ ]dªXp t]mse
C¡W¡n\msW¦nÂ AXnsâ sXm«p ap¼nÂ sIS¡p¶ aZ\¸d¼v F¶pw
Xcnimbn¡nS¡t¯bpÅp. Fsâ hncepIfpsS XtemSteÁ B {XntImWt¯¸Án
HmÀ¯t¸mÄ H¶pIqSn _eambn \n¶ Ip®¡p«t\bpw Xmtemen¨v Rm³ `n¯nbnteíp
Nmcn

G«¯nb½ -- 9

B kw`h¯n\p tijw GS¯nív Ft¶mSv Ft´m Hcp A\p`mhw DmbXpt]mse
F\níp tXm¶n. B I®pIfnÂ Hcp IcpW \ngeníp¶Xp t]mse. F\nípw Hcp
A`n\nthiw, Ahtc Ft¸mgpw t\m¡nbncním³. Ft¸mgpw IpsImncním³.
]et¸mgpw Rm³ Nn´n¨p, aÁpÅ IpSpw_§fnepw tN«¯nbpw A\pP·mcpw CtÃ.
F\níp am{Xw Ft´ C§s\ tXm¶m³. Ct¸msg\nív, Cu hbÊpIme¯p
a\ÊnemIp¶p AsXmcp BZym\pcmKambncps¶¶v. AhÀ Cu ho«nÂ ImseSp¯p
Ip¯nbt¸mÄ Xt¶, Ahtc Rm\pambn _Ôn¸n¡p¶ Ft´m H¶v R§fnÂ
DSseSp¯p Ignªncp¶p F¶v.
Rm\nt¸mÄ shfnbnÂ A[nIsam¶pw t]mImdnÃ, AXymhiyw Iept¦epw, ]ns¶
ho«nteípÅ km[\§Ä hm§m\pw am{Xw. Nne {]`mX§fnÂ ASp¯pÅ A¼e¯nÂ
GS¯nbpsS IqsS t]mIm\pw XpS§n. A½íp tXm¶n aI\p `àn Dmbn F¶v.
AsXmcníÂ GS¯n Im¸n IpSn¨psImncp¶t¸mÄ kqNn¸n¨p.
" KotX, hmkp¡p«\n¯ncn Cuizc hnNmscms¡ h¶p sXmS§n. Fsâ tXhtc, CX§p
\op \n¡tW...."
" F\nín¸gpw kwibm At½.... DÅnsemtm¶v...."
" AsX´mSo \n\¡§s\ tXm¶nbXv....?.. "
" Ahs\¸gpw Fsâ s]mdIn \nt¶ sXmgs¯mÅp.... tXhtc t]SnbmsW¶m F\n¡p
tXm¶tW..."
" l..l..." A½ Nncn¨p. "
" AXp ]ns¶ ... Ahsâ GS¯osS ap¶nÂ Ah³ tIdn \n¡pthmSo... CtÃSm
tamt\....."
A½ hmÂkeyt¯msS Fsâ IhnfnÂ XgpIn. ]mhw A½, Fsâ a\Ênt\¸Án
F´dnbp¶p.
Ct¸mÄ hnemkn\nbpambpw GS¯n \Ã ASp¸¯nembn. an¡hmdpw FÃm
Znhk§fnepw D¨bqWp Ignbpt¼mÄ hntÃ¨n ho«nÂ hcpw. GS¯nbpambn Iptd
skmd ]dbpw, t]³ t\m¡pw, apSn NoIpw, ]ns¶ Xncnsb t]mIpw. hnemkn\nbpsS
tN¨ntb {]kh¯n\psImp h¶XpsImv AhnsS Ft¸mgpw Bfp ImWpw.
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AXpsImv t\cw t]m¡n\pw hnImcia\¯n\pÅ Fsâ hgn ASªp. ]ns¶ ASp¯
hgn GS¯nbpsS amZIta\n Xt¶. B ta\nbpsS \navt\m¶X§Ä Ft¸mÄ Imepw
F\níp ]pXnsbmcpt¯P\w. ImWpt´mdpw AXp IqSns¡mpancp¶p. FÃmw Rm³
hniZambn IXmsW¦nepw hopw hopw Ah Incním³ Ft¸mgpw a\Ên\p
sImXn. Nnet¸mÄ AhcpsS apJ¯p I®pw \«v Rm³ t\m¡nbncnípw, AXp ImWp¶
AhÀ¡pw Ft´m Hcp AcpXmgnIbmtWm, CuÀjybmtWm, C¡nfnbmtWm, Hcp
hnImcw DmIp¶ t]mse F\níp tXm¶n. Rm\htc AwK{]XywKw a\:¡®psImv
XgpIn¯temSp¶ t]mse k¦Â¸n¨p.
hnemkn\nbpsS ssewKnImhb§fpsS cpNn Fsâ \m¡nepw \mUnIfnepw Ds¦nepw
AXnt\ adnIS¡p¶ iànbnÂ GS¯nbpsS cq]w Fsâ a\ÊnÂ kvYm\w ]nSn¨p
Ignªncp¶p. Cs¶\níp tXm¶p¶p, Hcp ]t£ Ahcpambn A¶v Hcp kwt`mKw
\S¶ncps¶¦nÂ A{Xbpw iànbmb Hc`nhm© DmIpambncp¶nÃ F¶v.
Ft¶mSpÅ kvt\lw sImmtWm, AtXm IcpW sImmtWm Ft´m Ahcpw
Ft¶mSåw A\p`mhw Im«n¯pS§n. apÁaSnípt¼mÄ Rm³ t\m¡n\n¶mÂ AhÀ
Ct¸mÄ ape adímdnÃ. Nne Znhk§fnÂ »ukpIÄ AbªXmbncnípw, At¸mÄ B
apeIfpsS ap¡mÂ `mKhpw Xq§n shfnbnembncnípw. tN«t\m A½tbm hcp¶Xphtc
AhÀ B at\mlcamb Imgv¨ ImWm³ Fs¶ A\phZn¨ncp¶p. kmcn¯ps¼ms¡
hoWpInS¶mepw Fsâ ap¼nÂ AsXm¶pw t\scbm¡mdnÃ. InWÁpIcbnÂ ]m{Xw
tXípt¼mÄ AhcpsS tIÁnsh¨ hkv{X§fneqsS B shÅ¯pSIÄ Rm³
BkzZnípt\mÄ hnbÀs¸mgpIp¶ apJw Aåw sNcnª apJt¯msS Rm³
t\m¡nbncnípt¼mÄ AhÀ H¶pw IXmbn `mhn¨nÃ. AcIÃnÂ Acípt¼mÄ
Xmf¯nÂ BSp¶ B apeIfpw t\m¡n AhcpsS ASp¯pmIpw. BSp¶ AhcpsS
IpnIfnÂ t\m¡n shÅand¡n \nÂ¡pw. N½´nbcípt¼mÄ AXnÂ H¶p tXmn
\m¡nÂ shípw. H¶p cp {]mhiyw, B s\Ánbnepw apJ¯pw
DcppIqSnsbmgpIp¶ tkzZ_nµp¡Ä kmcn¯p¼pbÀ¯n Rm³ H¸ns¡mSp¯n«pv.
At¸mÄ AhcpsS hnbÀ¸nsâ amZIKÔw F\nípt¯P\w \ÂIpw. At¸msgms¡
t]cnSm\mhm¯ Hcp hnImcw B I®pIfnÂ an¶emSp¶Xp Rm³ In«pv. AXp
ImWm³ thn¯s¶ A§s\bpÅ kµÀ`§Ä¡p thn Rm³ Im¯p \n¶p.
A¼e¯nÂ t]mIpt¼mÄ AhcpsS ]n¶mse am{Xw \S¡m³ Rm³ {ian¨p.
\S¡pt¼mÄ Xmf¯nÂ Hmfw sh«p¶ B \nXw_§Ä F\nsímcp lcambn. Fsâ
t\m«hpw BkzZníepw klníh¿mXmbt¸mgmbncnípw AhÀ Hcp Znhkw
A¼e¯nteíp t]mIp¶ hgníp tNmZn¨p.
" hmkp¡p«m, \o F´n\mSm sImtdbmbn«v F¸gpw Fsâ hmte Xq§n \S¡pt¶...."
Rm³ annbnÃ, F´p adp]Sn ]dbpw.
" FSm \nt¶mSm tNmZn¨Xv... "
" AXn¸w... Rm³ adp]Sn ]dªm... GS¯níp tZjyw hcpw..."
" l... l... sImÅmw ... \o C\n F´v AhcmXw ]dªmepw C¸w F\nsím¶pw
tXm¶¯nÃ.... AtÃ¯t¶ \½fp X½nÂ A§s\sbmÅ adsbms¡
t]mbn¡gnªntÃ.... \o ]dtªmSm.."
" F\nín¸w... GS¯ntb F¸gpw ImWWw¶m hnNmcw...."
" AsX\n¡dnbmw... AXv \nsâ {]mb¯nsâbm.....Cãw sImsm¶paÃ Xm\pw... \o
t\m¡p¶Xv Fsâ ad¨p sh¨Ss¯ms¡btÃ... F\níXp a\ÊnemIpw...."
" AtX... ImWpt´mdpw... ]nt¶w ]nt¶w t\m¡Ww¶m Bi..."
" AXp sicn ...C¸w \o Fsâ s]mdIp ImWm\m... s]mdtI \S¡p¶Xv AtÃ..."
" kXyw ]dªm AtX... \m«pImcp ]td¶Xv... Cu ASp¯S¯v GS¯ntbt¸mse Hcp....
Hcp... Hcp... Hcp Nc ...s]®p h¶n«nsÃ¶m...."
" \osb´m... \nÀ¯nbXv....sXmd¶Snt¨mSm... Hcp ..Hcp Ncs¸t®m..?.. \½fn¸w
Iq«pImsc¶p hnNmcn¨m aXn...."
Rm³ s]s«¶v AhcpsS H¸w \S¶p tIdn. F\n«v B sNhnbnteíp ]dªp.
" Ahcp ]td¶Xv GS¯n Hcp H¯ Nc¡m¶m.... GS¯ntb ImWp¼w AhÀ¡v
GXmsms¡ tXm¶p¶psh¶v..."
GS¯n ]cnkcw ad¶v s]m«n¨ncn¨p. ]ns¶ ]dªp.
" A¸w Rm³ Cu \m«pImcpsS sskzcyw sISp¯n AtÃ... Fsâ tXhtc... CsXm¶pw
Rm\dntªmtÃ... s]mdp¡tW... "
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" C¸w FÃmÀ¡pw Ft¶mSkqbbm.. GS¯osS IqsS \S¡p¼w... F\nsímcp Ktaw..."
" sicnbm, C¸w \osbmscm¯ BWmbntÃ.. thsdmcp \m«nemcps¶¦nÂ BÄ¡mcp
hnNmcnt¨t\ ... \o Fsâ sI«ntbm\msW¶v... "
" AÃ... A§s\ Bbmse´m sImg¸w...?..." Rms\mcp tNmZysadnªp. AhÀ s]s«¶p
\n¶p.
" A¿S... \nsâ ]qXn sImÅmw... Rm\n¸w tN«\pw A\nb\pw Hcpan¨p sIS¡
hncníWw ..AtÃ... Cu hnNmtcmw sImm \o Fsâ s]mdtI aW¯p aW¯p
\S¡p¶Xv... sImÅmw..."
" AXns\´m... \½psS kapZmb¯nÂ AsXms¡ \S¡p¶XtÃ... tZs, \½sS
amfntb¡te Ip«¸¨mcpsS ho«nÂ, ]ns¶ sh«pIpgnbnte \mW¸âhnsS, FÃmw
tN«\pw A\nb\pw IqSn Hcp `mtcy HÅp... F´m sImg¸w...?..."
Ahscm¶pw annbnÃ. Rm³ XpSÀ¶p.
" ]ns¶, \½sS ]pcmW¯nÂ t\m¡v .... ]m©men As©®¯ns\ ]pjv]w t]mse
ssIImcyw sNbvXntÃ.... thsdbpw IYIsfmv..."
" F\nísXm¶pw tI¡...."
" AsÃsâ KoX¡pt«y... Rmt\mÀ¡phmcp¶p.... A¶v `oa³ \½sS tN«sâ
amXncnsb§m\pamcp¶p ]m©mentbmSp s]cpamdnbncps¶¦nÂ Ht¶mÀ¯p t\m¡ntb
AhcpsS ....KXn F´mcpt¶t\... F\nív HmÀ¡m³ IqSn taem.... "
" anmXncnsbSm Akt¯... A¼eapÁ¯p sh¨m thmXo\w ]dbpt¶....?...
ho«nteíp sNÃt«... Rm\n¶p sicnbm¡pw \nt¶...."
At¸mtgípw R§Ä A¼eapÁs¯¯nbncp¶p. HÁbpw s]«bpambn BÄ¡mÀ
sXmgm³ h¶p XpS§nbncp¶p. R§fpw t]mbn hcnbnÂ \n¶p. Rm³ GS¯nbpsS
sXm«p]pdInÂ \n¶t¸mÄ AhÀ Fsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨v hen¨v ap¼nÂ \nÀ¯n. sXmgpXp
hewsh¨v ]pd¯nbt¸mÄ AhÀ tNmZn¨p.
" \osb´n\mSm Fsâ s]mdInÂ \n¶p sXmgp¶Xv..."
" AXpw... C¸dªXp Xt¶... "
" F¸dªXv...?..."
" GS¯n tXhtc sXmgp¶p... Rm³ tZhntb sXmgp¶p.. At{XÅp..."
" tZhntbm... AXn\nhnsS tZhosS {]XnãbnÃtÃm...?.."
" ]nSnIn«otÃ... Fsâ ap¼n \n¶p sXmgp¶Xv.. Fsâ tZhn..."
" tM... \o Ifn¨p Ifn¨v A{Xímtbm...." Ahscsâ sNhnbnÂ ]nSn¨p Xncp½n.
" GS¯o.. htÃmcpw ImWpw.... hnSv..." Rm³ ]dªp. AhÀ Ibv ]n³hen¨p. ]ns¶
H¶pw anmsX thK¯nÂ \S¶p.
" tZ.. Ct{Xw thK¯n \S¡msX... Ip \n¡p¶ \m«pImcpsS.. N¦p s]Ss]Sípw..."
Rm³ Ifnbm¡n ]dªp. AhÀ kv]oUp Ipd¨p. ]t£ H¶pw ]dbmsX \S¶p.
hoSSp¡mdmbt¸mÄ AhÀ \S¯bpsS thKX hopw Ipd¨p,
" hmkp¡p«m..." B kzc¯nÂ Kuchapmbncp¶p.
" Ft´...?.. " Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" \nsâ hnNmc§sfms¡ AXncp IS¡p¶p... Rm\pw Aåw Abªp t]mbo¶p
sht¨m... Fsâ shja§sfms¡ s\\¡dnbmsÃm F¶p hnNmcn¨p t]mbn.... C\n \o
Ft¶ ]gbXp t]mse t\m¡cpXv... ImWcpXv... Rm³ \nsâ GS¯nb½ am{Xw...
a\Ênemtbm...?.."
" Rm³ t\m¡p¶Xn\v GS¯nsí´m Ipg¸w... Rm³ GS¯ntb sXmSp¶p
t]mepanÃtÃm.... "
" sImg¸samv.... \o Ft¶ shdptX t\m¡pIÃ... Ft¶ hen¨p IpSníym...
I®psImv... \nsâ t\m«w ImWp¼w XpWnbnÃmXmIp¶ t]mem... tamim hmkq«m
CXv.. ]mhtÃ F¶p hnNmcn¨p Rm³... C\n AXnÃ... Ft¶ ]gbXp t]mse Xpdn¨p
t\m¡m³ h¶m... Rm³ G«t\mSp ]tdw... _m¡n s\\¡dnbmtÃm..."
" AXn\p Rm³..."
" th, \o C\n H¶pw ]db.... ]Tn¨v ]mÊmbn IpSpw_¯ns\mcp sXmWbmIm³
t\m¡v...."
AhÀ \S¶p. Rm\hnsS \n¶p. C\nsb´p sN¿pw. ]dªt¸mgpÅ B Kuchw Rm³
{i²n¨p. thmcp¶p, In®mWw C¯ncn IqSnt¸mbn, ]Xps¡ hf¨m aXnbmbncp¶p.
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sÈ, t]mb _p²n t]mbXp Xs¶. Hm, sNe¸w Np½msX ]dªXmbncnípw, Rm³
kam[m\n¨p.
Ipd¨p Ignªv Rm³ ho«nteíp Ibdns¨¶p. Nn´n¨v a\Ênepd¨p. Fsâ KoX¡p«o,
Ct¸mÄ Rm³ t\tc t\m¡n, C\n Rm³ Hfn¨p ImWpw, Ip hmWaSnípw, \osb´p
sN¿pw, sImÅmw, hmkqt\mSm Ifn ? ]t£ F§nt\ ?. Rm³ BtemNn¨p. At¸mÄ
apXÂ Rms\mcp Hfnªp t\m¡Â Xmhfw X¸n \S¶p.
Im¸nIpSním³ ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ GS¯nbpsS thjw Iv Rm³ AXnibn¨p
t]mbn. F{X ad¨mepw adbm¯ B h³amdpIÄ kmcn¯p¼p sImv ad¨v ]n³
Ip¯nbncníp¶p. A\§pt¼mÄ [owXcnInS XmfaSníp¶ B IpnItf adím³
ASnbnÂ Imcyamsbt´m DSp¯n«pv. Ct¸mÄ ImÂ IYIfníp thjaWnª
t]mse. F\níp Nncn s]m«n. Rm³ A½tb hnfn¨p.
" At½, GS¯n IYIfníp t]mIpImsW¶p tXm¶p¶p...." A½ Xncnªp t\m¡n.
" AtÃ... CsX´p thjmSo tamtf.... ]pXnb HÁbpSp¸ntÃSo \nsâ I¿nÂ... F´n\m
CsXms¡ hmcn hent¨mp \S¡pt¶... " A½bpw aq¡¯p hncÂ sh¨p.
" Fât½.. Ah\XÃ.. AXne¸pdw tXm¶pw... {]mbw AXtÃ...."
" B...F´m¶m \nsâ ]mSv...." A½ tPmenbnteíp IS¶p.
apfIcípt¼mÄ Rm³ AhcpsS ASp¯p IqSn H¶p ]mfn \S¶p t\m¡n. At¸mÄ
AhÀ A½tb hnfn¨p.
" At½, Ct§ms«m¶p ht¶..." A½ Cd§n AcIÃnsâ ASp¯p h¶p.
" tZ CXcªXv aXnbmtbms¶m¶p t\m¡ntí...."
" aXnsb¶p tXm¶p\p...." A½ A`n{]mbw ]dªp. At¸mgmsWs¶ A½ IXv.
" FSm... \o ChnsS F´p sNmdntªmp \n¡phm.... sN¶v B shdsIm¶p s]dp¡n
sht¨... sNe¸w ag Nmdp¶ e£Wsamv...."
" A§s\ ]dªp sImSp¡t½... Hcp tPmeow sN¿msX shdptX Xn¶m³ Xt¶
\S¡pIm Ch³... t]mbn shdIp s]dps¡Sm... "
GS¯nbpsS hI. ]ns¶ Rm\hnsS \n¶nÃ. A{X KabmsW¦nÂ \nsâ kmam\w
ImWm³ Rm³ thsd hgn t\m¡pw Fsâ KoX¡pt«y, Rm³ a\ÊnÂ ]dªp. ]ns¶
hndsISp¡m³ t]mbn. apÁ¯n\p ]pd v̄ DW§n¡nS¶ hndIv IptdsÈ s]dp¡n
hoSnsâ ]pdInÂ sImp sh¨p. At¸mÄ s]s«s¶sâ _p²n sXfnªp.
hoSnsâ ]pdIphi v̄ AIt¯ms«mXp§nb Hcp `mKapv, Aåw \of¯nÂ. B
`mK¯mWp Ipfnapdnbpw tÌmdpw. IpfnapdnípÅ shânteÁÀ hepXmWv. B
hcm´bpsS Hcp sskUnemWv tN«sâ InS¸papdn. sNdnb Hcp `n¯n, AXnÂ sNdnb
Hcp P\epw shânteÁdpw. ]t£ B aqeív FÃm Ie]ne km[\§fpw hmcnhen¨v
Iq«nbncnípIbmWv. \Sm\pÅ ]qf¯v, IapInsâ ]mfnIÄ, XSn¡jW§Ä,
DW§nb Nq«paSÂ, Iodnb hndIv, FÃmw \nc¯nbpw Ip¯n¨mcnbpw
sh¨ncníp¶XpsImv shfn¨w In«m¯Xn\mÂ B P\Â kvYncambn
AS¨n«ncnípIbmWv. atÁ hit¯ P\epw shânteÁdpw hepXmbXpsImv Cu
P\Â AS¨n«mepw apdnípÅnÂ ]IÂ \Ã shfn¨w In«pw. A§s\bmWtÃm Rm³
GS¯nbpsS Um³kpw aÁpw IXv. Cu sNdnb P\en\p Xmsg Hcp ]gb B«pIÃpw
InS¸pv, Iptd¡meambn AXhnsS Ccníp¶p. Cfb s]§Ä sImp s]mtímfmsa¶p
]dªncníp¶p. kuIcyambns«mcp hml\w In«m³ Im¯ncnípIbmWv.
hndIp s]dp¡ns¡mncnípt¼mÄ GS¯n apÅm³ thn ]pXnb ad¸pcbnÂ sN¶p
tIdn. tIdp¶Xn\p ap¼p Fs¶ t\m¡n ]dªp.
" Hfnªp t\mt«mw sImXn t\mt«mw Hs¡ \nÀ¯n... C§s\ hÃ tPmeow sN¿v... "
]ns¶bhÀ AIt¯íp Ibdn. Hme¡XIp Nmcn. Rm³ izmkaS¡n \n¶p. Hcp \nanjw
Ignªt¸mÄ tIÄ¡mw Hcp sNdnb iviviviviviviv iÐw. tlm, B iÐw Fsâ
ImXnÂ Hcp kwKoXambn h¶p ]Xnªp. Ct¸mÄ, Ahcnt¸mÄ XpWn s]m¡n
Ih¨ncníbmhpw, hnSÀ¶ncníp¶ B sN¼c¯n¸qdnsâ DÅnÂ \n¶pw NoÁns¯dníp\
B kzÀ®Pe[mc B aWenÂ ]Xªv Ipgnbpm¡pIbmbncnípw. Rm\Xp
{i²n¨psImv apn\SnbnÂ I¿n«p Ip®bnÂ XShn. AXp ImWm\pÅ
B{Kl¯nembncnípw Ah³ NmSns¸m§n. ImÂ an\p«nte kwKoX¯n\p tijw
AXnsâ iÐw Ipdªp. Ct¸mÄ hnSÀ¶ncníp¶ B In¶cn¸qdnÂ \n¶pw XpÅn
XpÅnbmbn hogp¶pmhpw. ]ns¶bhÀ Fgpt¶Áp Ih¨p \n¶v ASn¸mhmS Iq«n B
]qsdm¶p hnSÀ¯n XpSípw. B cwKw H¶p ImWm³ ]Áp¶nÃtÃm. Ct¸mÄ B
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ASn¸mhmSbpsS `mKyw HmÀ¯v Rm³ Akqbs¸«p. Hmead henbp¶ iÐw tI«t¸mÄ
Rm³ H¶padnbm¯ t]mse hndISp¡m³ XpS§n. AhÀ Fsâ AcnInÂ IqSn
IS¶pt]mbt¸mÄ Rm³ H¶p t\m¡n. Ahsct¶bpw. At¸mÄ B apJ v̄ ]gb
IpkrXn¨ncnbpsS an¶em«w. AhÀ hoSnsâ aqe IS¶p F¶pd¸mbt¸mÄ Rm³ HmSn
ad¸pcíI¯p Ibdn. ]gb aq{X¯nsâ aW¯nsâ IqsS ]pXpaq{X¯nsâ aWw. sNdnb
IpgnbnÂ At¸mgpw s]m«ns¡mncníp¶ ]X¡panfIÄ Rm³ B ]Xbnsem¶p
sXm«p. AsXsâ aq¡nÂ ASp¸n¨p. AXp h¶ hgn HmÀ¯t¸mÄ Fsâ Ip® hopw
I¼nbmbn. AhnsS \ns¶m¶p hmWaSn¨mtem ]gb Nn{Xhpw ]pXnb aq{Xhpw Iq«n.
AtÃ¦nÂ ]ns¶bmIs«. C\nbpw kabaptÃm.
Rm³ shfnbnend§nbt¸mÄ hndIn\Sp v̄ GS¯nb½ ! Ffníp I¿pw Ip¯n Hcp
]cnlmk¨ncntbmsS Fs¶ t\m¡n \nÂ¡p¶p.
" Rm³ ...Rm\pw... H¶p apÅm³ tIdnbXm....."
" Bcpw tNmZn¨nÃtÃm... \o apÅptIm X¸ptIm sN¿v... Rm³ \nsâ shdIp]Wn H¶p
ImWm³ hs¶t¶ DÅp...."
" CXn¸w Xocpw...."
" a\Ênembo... F\níp ]nSnIn«ps¶mv... CsXmcp {]tXyI kqt¡Sp Xt¶...
sI«mdmbn... Xmakn¨m sNe¸w..."
AhÀ ]ndp]ndp¯p sImv \S¶p t]mbn.
hndIp s]dp¡n sh¨p Ignªn«v B sNdnb P\Â D]tbmKníp¶Xnt\¡pdn¨v Rm³
BtemNn¨p. AXn\pÅ cq]tcJ Xbmdm¡n. sshIpt¶cambt¸mtgípw ag XpS§n.
tabv amkmhkm\¯nsâ ag, kvIqÄ Xpd¡pt¼mtgípw AXp s]cpagbmbn
shÅs¸m¡ambn amdpw.
]ntÁ Znhkw cmhnte GS¯n apÁaSnípt¼mgpw Rm³ Dan¡cnbpsaSp v̄ AhcpsS
apeIÄ ImWms\¯n. Ip\nªp \S¡pt¼mÄ apgípIbpw DcpfpIbpw sN¿p¶ B
kpµcamb N´nIÄ t\m¡n Ipd¨p t\cw shÅand¡n. ]ns¶ \S¶p ap³`mKs¯¯n.
]n³ Ip¯m³ ad¶XpsImmbncnípw Ip\nªp \n¶t¸mÄ B sh¬apeIÄ
»ukn\pÅnÂ \n¶pw ]pdt¯íp XÅnXn§n InS¶ncp¶p. Fsâ km¶n²yadnª
AhÀ Ft¶ H¶p t\m¡n Hcp ]cnlmk¨ncn Nncn¨p. ]ns¶ NqÂ Xmtgín«p. \nhÀ¶p
\n¶v apSnsbm¶gn¨p sI«n. Ft¶ B hnbÀ¯ I£w H¶p ImWn¨p.
I¿pbÀ¯nbt¸mÄ \nhÀ¶p \n¶ B Dcp h³apeIÄ Ft¶ t\m¡n Xebm«n.
Rm³ hnNmcn¨p c£s]s«¶v. ]ns¶bhÀ tN«t\ hnfn¨p.
" G«m... aXn Hd§oXv.... Fgpt¶Â¡v... ItSt¸mIt... tZ AO³
sdUnbmbn¡gnªp...."
CXpw ]dªhÀ AIt¯íp Ibdnt¸mbn.
Rm³ An Ifª A®mt\t¸mse InWÁpIcbnteíp \S¶p. F\níp a\Ênembn
AhÀ Imcyambn«msW¶v. At¸mÄ ]ns¶ Fsâ ASp¯ ]cn]mSn Xt¶ icWw.
hoSn\p ]pdInte GS¯nbpsS apdnbpsS sNdnb P\en\p ]pdInÂ IqSn¡nS¶
km[\§Ä FÃmw Rm³ FSp¯p amÁn. B«pIÃn\p apIfnÂ Ibdn \n¶v
shânteÁdnÂ IqSn AIt¯íp t\m¡n. lmbv, GS¯nbpsS apdn apgph\pw ImWmw
P\Â AcnInembXpsImv \SphnÂ C«ncníp¶ I«nenÂ Ccp¶mÂ t]mepw I®pIÄ
DbÀ¯n {i²n¨mÂ am{Xta shânteÁdnÂ IqSn t\m¡p¶ I®pIÄ ImWm³ ]Áq.
Rm³ AXn\pw hgn Ip. Hcp DW§nb tX¡ne FSp¯v I®pIÄ¡pÅ Zzmcan«p,
]ns¶ shânteÁdnsâ Hcp `mK v̄ tNmdp]i sImv AsXm«n¨p sh¨p.
shânteÁdn\p ]ndInÂ Nq«p aSepIÄ FSp v̄ ASp¡n Nmcn \nÀ¯n. AXn\pÅnÂ
\n¶mÂ ]pd¯p \n¶pw BÀ¡pw ImWm\pw ]Á¯nÃ, AYhm A½sb§m\pw \S¶p
h¶mtem.
D¨Ignªv ]XnhpÅ skmd]d¨nepw Ignªv hntÃ¨n t]mbt¸mÄ GS¯n Ipfním³
tIdn. Rm³ A½bpsS apdnbnÂ {i²n¨p. Dd¡w Xt¶. IpfnapdnbpsS ]pdInÂ t]mbn
\n¶p. shÅsamgníepw aqfn¸m«pw XoÀ¶t¸mÄ Rm³ sasÃ Nq«n\nSbnÂ Ibdn.
At¸mÄ IpfnapdnbpsS hmXnÂ Xpd¡p¶ iÐw tI«p. Rm³ sasÃ B«pIÃn\p
apIfnÂ Ibdn. tX¡nebpsS Zzmc¯nÂ IqSn t\m¡n. GS¯n tXmÀ¯pw ]pX¨v
apdnbnteíp Ibdn. IXIS¨p km£mbn«p. I®mSnbpsS ap¼nÂ h¶p tXmÀ¯p amdnÂ
\n¶pw amÁn. lbv, C¶p »ukp t]mepanÃ. shdpw ]mhmS am{Xw. B apeIfpsS Zriyw
Ft¶ hÃmsX lcw ]nSn¸n¨p. GS¯n thsdmcp tXmÀs¯Sp¯p. ]ns¶ ]gbXp t]mse
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apeItfmtcm¶pw amdn amdn I¿nseSp¯v s]m¡n ASnhiw tXmÀ¯n At¸mÄ B
apeIÄ Xnf§n. IÃ¨ apesR«nÂ sasÃ sRcSn t\m¡p¶p. FÃmw I®mSnbnÂ
t\m¡n BkzZn¨p sImv. ]gb {]mW\mY³ aqfp¶papv. ]ns¶ I£§Ä tXmÀ¯n,
]ns¶ Hcp IbvsImv I£¯nÂ tXmn aW¯p t\m¡n, Xr]vXnbmb `mhw B
apJ v̄. ]p¡nfnÂ tXmÀ¯n«p NpÁn¨p XpS¨p. ]ns¶ Agnªp InS¶ apSnbpw
tXmÀ¯pw IqSn NpÁn¸ncn¨p. sNcnªp \n¶p ]ngnªp. At¸mÄ B apeIÄ cpw B
hit¯íp sNcnªp. tXmÀ¯v A§s\ Xt¶ NpÁn sh¨p. ]ns¶ ]mhmS Agn¨p.
AXv Xmsg hoWp. Ct¸mÄ Xmen amebÃmsX \qÂ_ÔanÃ. F{X In«pw F\níp
aXnhcm¯ B amZI ta\n, Ft¶bn«p h«w Id¡p¶ cXotZhn, Rm³ \nÀ¶ntaj\mbn
t\m¡n \n¶p. GS¯n \S¶p sN¶v sseÁn«p. At¸mÄ apdnbnÂ IqSpXÂ {]Imiw.
Fât½, F\níp h¿. CsXs¶\nsím¶p ]pÂIm³ Ignbpw. HmÀ½nípt¼msgms¡
tN«s\¶ h³]md Fsâ a\ÊnÂ hne§p XSnbmbn DbÀ¶p hcp¶p.
I®mSnbpsS apIfnÂ HcpImÂ s]m¡n sh¨v ]mhmSsbSp¯v ]qdp \¶mbn XpS¨p.
XpS¨ `mKw _Ä_nsâ t\tc `mKt¯íp Xncn¨v ]nSn¨v Ft´m t\m¡n. ]ns¶ H¶p
aW¯p. ]ns¶ ]mhmS apdnbpsS aqebntesídnªp. F\níp ]qdp ImWm³ tae.
ImcWw AXv F\níp t\sc Xmsgbmbncp¶p. Bene hbdp ImWmw. Xmfw
XpÅnhndíp¶ sIm¦¡pS§Ä ImWmw. tai¸pd¯p \n¶pw ]uUsdSp¯p
apeIÄ¡nSbnÂ IpSªp, AXp cpw s]m¡n ASnbnÂ tX¨p, I£¯nÂ tX¨p.
]ns¶ Ft´m Nn´n¨n«v Ih¡nSbnÂ, ]qÁnembncnípw Ibv sXms«m¶p aW¯p, ]ns¶
Iptd ]uUsdSp v̄ ImeI¯n \¶mbn Xq¯p. At¸mÄ Rm\m ]qdp ImWm\pÅ
BImw£ sImv apJw apt¶m«mªp. Fsâ aq¡v tX¡nebnÂ sImp. AXSÀ¶p
Xmsg hoWp. Rm³ s]s«¶v Xe Xmgv̄ n. Fsâ DsÅm¶p ]nS¨p. \niÐXbnÂ
tX¡ne `n¯nbnÂ IqSn Dcªp hogp¶ iÐhpw {i²n¡s¸Spw. Hcp an\n«p Ignªp
Rm³ sasÃ Xe s]m¡n t\m¡n. ASp¯Xv \r¯amWp {]Xo£n¨Xv. CÃ, C¶XnÃ.
At¸mtgípw AhÀ ]mhmSbpw {_mbpw [cn¨p Ignªncp¶p. C\nsb´p ImWm\m.
Rm³ Xmsgbnd§n, ASp¡fbnÂ t]mbn Ccp¶p.

Im¸n IpSnípt¼mÄ Rm³ ]dªp.
" Ft´mcw ]uUdm... sImSªn«ncnípt¶.. aWw sImSp¡m³ tae..."
" AXn\p \osb´n\m shjanípt¶ ... Fsâ sI«ntbmsâ ImipsImtÃ Rm³
sImSªnSp¶Xv.... ASp¡m³ ]Ám¯hcv ASpt¡... amdn \nt¶m... AXm FÃmÀ¡pw
\ÃXv..."
" F´m cpwIqsS Hcp In¶mcw... F´mSo \o htÃmw ]dtªm... Fhsâ tam´
hÃmsX Ccnípt¶... "
At¸mÄ Fgpt¶Áp h¶ A½ tNmZn¨p.
" Hm.. R§fp Np½m Hmtcm¶p ]tdImcp¶p...."
A½ Im¸nbpsaSp¯v ASp¡f¸SnhmXnenÂ Ccp¶p.
" slm, Fs´mcmhn... C¶pw ag ImWpsa¶m tXm¶p¶Xv..." A½ BtcmsS¶nÃmsX
]dªp.
N¡¸gw Xn¶ s¹bnÁpw ¥mkpw Rm³ Xs¶ FSp¯p ]mXI¯nÂ sh¨p. At¸mÄ
Ip\nªp \n¶v XobqXns¡mncp¶ AhcpsS N´nbnÂ Rm³ Adnªp sImp
Xs¶ Fsâ N´n H¶pckn. AhÀ s]s«¶v NmSn \nhÀ¶p. hmXnÂ¡Â sN¶ Rm³
Xncnªp t\m¡n. ieyw, CsXmcp sa\t¡SmbtÃm F¶ `mh¯nÂ AhÀ Ft¶¯s¶
t\m¡n \nÂ¡p¶p.

]ntÁ Znhkw, Im¸nIpSn Ignªv AO\pw A½bpw s]§fpsS ho«nÂ GtXm IeymW
\nivOb¯n\p t]mbn sshIpt¶cw tN«\psam v̄ Hcpant¨ Xncn¨p hcq F¶p
]dªn«mWp t]mbXv. GS¯n DuWp Xbmdm¡p¶ kabw Rm³ thsdmcp henb
DW§nb tX¡ne Ip]nSn¨v Iem]cambn cp Zzmchpan«v shânteÁdnÂ
sImpt]mbn apÅmWnbSn¨p sh¨p. A\§nbmÂ hogpIbpanÃ, ImÂ AXhnsS
DS¡nbncníp\ amXncn tXm¶pIbpw sN¿pw.
D¨bqWp Ignªt¸mÄ ]Xnhp t]mse hntÃ¨n h¶p. sNdnb Xn®bnÂ Iptd t\cw
Ccp¶p Ignªt¸mÄ GS¯n ]dªp, NqSmbXpsImv \ap¡p apdnbnÂ t]mbn
^m\n«v Ccp¶p hÀ¯am\w ]dbmsa¶v. Rm³ Iptd t\cw cnt\bpw t\m¡n
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NpÁn¸Án \n¶p. AhÀ cpt]cpw apdníI¯p Ibdn. C\n F´p sN¿pw.
Rm\mtemNn¨p. Iept¦Â t]mIm³ kabambnÃ. F¦nÂ ]ns¶ hntÃ¨ntbmsS¦nepw
H¶p cp hÀ¯am\w ]dbmsa¶p IcpXn GS¯nbpsS apdnhmXnenÂ XÅn t\m¡n.
\miw, AXp AI¯p \n¶pw km£bn«ncníp¶p. hÀ¯am\w tIÄ¡p¶pv, H¶pw
Xncnbp¶nÃ. Aåt\cw h«w NpÁn \n¶p. ]ns¶ Hcp IuXpI¯n\p tXm¶n,
tX¡nebpsS D]tbmKw F§s\bncn¡p¶p Fs¶m¶p t\m¡msa¶v. Ipd¨p
Ignbpt¼mÄ Ipfnko³ ImWm\pÅXtÃ. Rm³ ]Xps¡ B«pIÃnÂ tIdn\n¶v
CebnÂIqsS AIt¯íp t\m¡n. Bl, sImÅmw, \Ã Zriyw. I«nenÂ `n¯nbnÂ
Nmcn hntÃ¨n Imepw \o«n Ih¨psh¨v Ccníp¶p. ]mhmS ap«n\p apIfnÂhtc tIÁn
sh¨n«pv. Ft¸mgpw adªncníp¶ kv{Xoicoc`mK§Ä ImWm³ Xmåcyw IqSpw.
In«v Ipd¨p Znhk§fmbXp sImmImw F\nít¸mÄ hntÃ¨nbpsS aWn¯pSIÄ
BkzmZyIcambn tXm¶n. GS¯n ]pdwXncnªv hntÃ¨nbpsS XpSIÄ¡nSbnÂ N{aw
]Snªncníp¶p. kmcnbpw ]mhmSbpw Achtc tIÁn sh¨n«pv. B hmg¸nn XpSIÄ
]IÂshfn¨¯nÂ Xnf§p¶p. aS¡n sh¨t¸mÄ ap«nsâ AIhi§Ä ¢o³tjhp
sNbvX XSn¨n¸qdpIÄ amXncn XpSn¨p s]m§n \n¶p. AXymhiy¯n\p]Icním³
AXmbmepw aXn. Fsâ tN«³ AXp In«ps¦nÂ At§cp sImX¯ns\mcp Ah[n
sImSpt¯t\. GS¯n »ukv Xpd¶n«ncníp¶p. {_mbnÂ B apeIÄ hoÀ¸pap«n
\nÂ¡p¶p. ^m³ tai¸pd v̄ Ccp¶p Id§p¶p. cp t]cpw Ih¨ncp¶v Ih¡nSbnÂ
ImÁpsImÅn¡pIbmWv. hntÃ¨n GS¯nbpsS apSnbnÂ t]³ t\m¡p¶p, tImXp¶p.
" tlm... H¶p sXmd¶p sh¨v C¯ncn ImÁp tIdnbt¸m.. Fs´mcmizmkw..."
GS¯n ]dbp¶p. F¶ns«mcp ImÂ DbÀ¯n I«nenÂ sh¨p v ImÂap«n\p apIfnÂ Ibv
sh¨p. atÁ ImÂ I«nen\p Xmtgín«p. At¸mÄ B ]qÀ hncnªncp¶Xv \Ã hyàw.
Btcm apIfnteív XÅn¸nSn¨t]mse Aåw NXªv AXv hmXpd¶ncp¶p.
{XntImW¯nsâ apIÄ`mKw hyàaÃ. ]qSbpsS Idp¸psImmbncnípw F\níÂ`pXw,
Iq«pIqSn¡qSn C{Xbpw ASp¸amtbm ChÀ X½nÂ.
" F\níp ImÁp In«p¶nÃ.... " hntÃ¨n ]cmXn ]dªp.
" \o XpWn sImtd¡qSn tatem«p tIÁn shív... "
hnemkn\n ]mhmS Ac htc tIÁn sh¨p. Ct¸mÄ AhfpsS Icn¼qdpw \Ã hyàw,
]t£ AXnsâ hc am{Xta ImWp¶pÅp. AXp s]mfnªncp¶nÃ, A§s\ Ccp¶Xp
sImmbncnípw.
" KoX C¯ncn IqSn s]mdtIm«ncnív. apSn In«p¶nÃ. ... "
" Fsâ hnÃp \o apt¶m«ncn... Cu Ccp¸p \Ã kpJw..." IhínS H¶p IqSn
AI¯ns¡mv GS¯n ]dªp.
sicnbmbncnípw. \Ã ]pkvXI¯mfp aeÀ¯n sh¨ t]mencníp¶ B XSn¨ ]qdnteív
^m\nsâ ImÁp In«pt¼mÄ \Ã kpJw tXm¶mw. Rm³ Nn´n¨p. NqSpImew, Ccp¶p
Xn§n\odpItÃ, Gbv, CXhÀ¡p kzm`mhnIw, F¦nepw AhnsSsbms¡ Hcp
IpfncpIn«pt¼mÄ Bizmkw ImWpambncnípw, Rm³ Nn´n¨p. BWp§Ä¡mIpt¼mÄ
Xq¡nbn«v B«ns¡mp \S¡matÃm. ]mh§Ä s]®p§Ä, F´n\m tXhtc CXo
Ihs¡tSsS DÅnÂ sImpsN¶v ASp¡n sh¨Xv. H¶p IgpIWsa¦nÂ Xt¶
F´pam{Xw AI¯nbpw hnSÀ¯nbpw ]nSn¨mem km[nípI. Hm, Rms\´n\m CsXms¡
HmÀ¯p shjaníp¶Xv. F¶mepw C¯ncn IqSn shfnbnÂ Cu km[\w
kvYm]n¨ncps¶¦nÂ A¶p hntÃ¨nbpsS kmam\¯nepmb t]mse aWw
DmI¯nÃmbncp¶p. F¶mepw B aWw Hcp kpJw Xs¶bmtWbv. HmÀ¯psImv
B km[\w t\cnÂ It¸mÄ Ip®íp _ew shíp¶p. kuIcyw In«nbt¸mÄ
s]®p§fpsS Hcncpt¸. C\nsb´m ChÀ sN¿p¶sX¶p ImWmtÃm. Ip®bpw
I¿nseSp v̄ izmkaS¡n Rm³ Im¯p \n¶p.
GXmbmepw GS¯n Ccp¸p amÁn. hopw I«nenÂ Ibdn hntÃ¨nbpsS
XpSIÄ¡nSbnÂ N{¼w ]Snªncp¶p. ]ns¶ ]pdtIm«p I¿n«v {_mbpsS
lp¡pIsfSp¯p. IcnípIpebpsS sI«ps]m«nbt]mse B shÅ¡cnípIÄ
kzX{´ambn ]pdt¯íp NmSn, H¶p hnd¨p, Fsâ Ip®bpw. Xhn«p \nd¯nepÅ
]cnh«§fpsS \Sp¡v Idp¯ ap´ncnsR«pIÄ XpSn¨p \n¶p.
" Blm.. FÃmw sXmd¶v shfoteínt«m......?.." hntÃ¨n tNmZn¨p.
" tlm, sI«nhcnªncníp¼w Cu NqSpw Cdpt¡mw IqSn... C¸w Fs´mcp kpJw...
sImd¨p t\cw C¯ncn Abªp sIS¡s«... "
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GS¯n kn\nabnte Im_td \r¯¡mcn Cf¡p¶Xp t]mse s\©nf¡n cp
apeIfpw H¶m«n. ]t£ AhcmSnbnÃ. ]ip XeIpep¡p¶Xp t]mse cpw
hi§fntesím¶p sXdn¨n«p \n¶p hnd¨p. Bcpw sXmSm¯ \n[nIpw`§Ä hen¸w
sImp am{Xw Aåw Nmªp t]mbn.
" KotXsS apSow samtew ImWp¼w F\níp sImXnbm....." hnemkn\n ]dªp.
" apSn ]Xps¡ ht¶mfpw... ]ns¶ same... AXp hepXm¡n¯cm¶p \nsâ aÁh³
]dªn«ntÃ.."
" t]msbsâ KotX... F\nsímcp aÁh\panÃ..."
" A¸w... hmkp¡p«³ \nsâ BcmSo... acp¶p tX¨p Xcpw... \¡ns¯mS¨p Xcpw...
hmbnsh¨p kpJn¸n¡pw ... kmam\¯n\n¯ncn aWsamtepw AXh\p {]iv\tabÃ...."
" Gsâ KotX... CXmcm Cu.. thmXo\sams¡ ]dªXv..."
" Bcpw ]dªXÃ... Rm³ I®p sImp IXtÃ..."
" tM... Fsâ tXhtc... KoX Ist¶m.... kXymtWm..?.."
" Mqw.. kXyw... A¶h³ sNbvXsXms¡ Rm³ t\cnÂ IXtÃ... anSp¡\m Ah³.."
" lt¿... F\níp h¿... Cu KoX....Fsâ sXmen s]mfnbp¶p...."
" AsÃsâ hnÃq.. s\sâ Ihs¡Sbmcnípw C¸w s]mfntªmncnípt¶...."
" At¿m... A§s\ s]mfnbm\mbn«v H¶pw R§fp sNbvXn«nÃ... tIt«m... "
" \n§fp sNbvsX¶Ã ]dªXv.... C¸w \nsâ Ihs¡S tZ... sXmd¶n«pmhq¶m
]dtª... "
" At¿m... Cu KoXsímcp \mtWmÃy...."
" \mWanÃmsX sNbvX¸w HmÀ¯nÃtÃm... AXncnís«... Ah³ \nt¶ \¶mbn
kpJn¸nt¨mSo..."
D¯canÃ.
" FSo s]t® \nt¶mSm tNmZnt¨... \¶mbn kpJn¸nt¨m¶v..."
GS¯n Ibv ]pdtIm«n«v hnemkn\nbpsS XpSbnÂ \pÅns¡mp tNmZn¨p. AhÄ ImÂ
IqSpXÂ AI¯nt¸mbn.
" Mqw... "
AXp ]dªt¸mÄ hntÃ¨nbpsS IhnfpIÄ Nph¶p. Fsâ Ip®bpw I¼nbmbn \n¶p
hnd¨p..
" C\nbpw s\\¡v AXpt]mse thWw¶p tXm¶p¶ptm..."
hnemkn\n au\w.
" F´mSo anmt¯...."
" KotX AXn¸w... AXn¸w...." GS¯nbpsS apSnbnÂ HmSns¡mncp¶ Ibv \nivOeambn.
" s]®n\p ]dbm³ \mWam ... AtÃ... F¦nÂ Rm³ Xt¶ D¯cw X¸nsbSpt¯mfmw..."
GS¯n Ccp¶ Ccp¸nÂ Ibv ]pdtIm«n«v hntÃ¨nbpsS Ih¡nSbnteíp IS¯n. AhÄ
]pfªpt]mbn.
" sl´mXv...KotX Cu ImWnípt¶... " AhÄ C¡nfn ]qv tNmZn¨p.
" ]dbmw....." GS¯n hntÃ¨nbpsS ]qÁnÂ I¿nSpImsW¶p tXm¶n.
" At¿m.. F\nív... C¡nfnbmIp¶p...." hnemkn\n GS¯nbpsS I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p.
At¸mtgípw GS¯n Ibv ]n³hen¨p F¶n«v ]qÁn\I¯n« cp hncepIÄ
hnemkn\ntb ImWn¨p sImp ]dªp.
" Itm... CXv... sImgªncn¡p¶Xv... Ct¸m F\níp a\Ênembn.. Ah³ sNbvX Imcyw
]dªt¸m Xt¶ s]®nsâ AhS¶v tXs\mgpIm³ sXmS§n... AXn\À°w C\nbpw
thWsa¶m... t\ctÃSo..?.."
" At¿m Cu KotXsS Hcp Imcyw.... F\níp C¸w \mWmhp¶p... AhnsS I¿n«v... Fsâ
At½... Cu KoXív Hcp \mtWmanÃ..."
" \½fp s]®p§fp X½nÂ F´p \mWn¡m\m....."
GS¯n CXn\nSív hntÃ¨nbpsS ]qÀtX³ ]Ánb hncepIÄ NpnÂ sh¨p, F¶n«Xp
]Xps¡ \pWªp.
" hnÃqsâ NqSp tX\n\p \Ã cpNn..."
" tM... AXp \¡n¡pSns¨m... Cu KoXíns¶´p ]Án...?...atWms¶p ]dbptIw
sN¿pw...F¶n«v....."
" CXn¸w h¶ ]pXnb shÅamSo s]t®... \Ã tX\nsâ aWm... AXncnís«......
\n\¡nãmsW¦n.... ]ns¶´m \o Aht\ C¸w ImWmt¯...?..." GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
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" DÅnÂ B{Ktlmv... ]t£ Fs´¦nepw ]Ánbm... Bthiw aq¡p¼w \½fp Xs¶
AdnbmsX ImeI¯nt¸mIpw.... sNbvtX¨v BWp§Ä s]mSow X«n t]mIpw....]ns¶
\½fp Xq§nbm aXn..."
hntÃ¨n ]dªp. A¼Sn IÅn, A¸w \n\s¡t¶ thWw Rmt\mÀ¯p, t]Sn¨n«m
AtÃ. AXpsImmWtÃm hncenSm³ t]mepw A¶p k½Xn¡mXncp¶Xv, _p²naXn
Xt¶.
" F¦n \o Aht\ A§p sI«ntím..." GS¯n ]dªp.
" sI«ntbt\... F\níp k½Xm... hmkq«t\ F\nsím¯ncn Ctãmam.. AXp t]mctÃm... "
" ]ns¶´m thXv....?.."
" KotX, \½fp s]®p§¡v Ipt®w Iªow Xcm³ Ignhp thWw sI«ntbm\v..
hmkq«\v BZyw ]dªXv Bhiy¯nÂ IqSpXÂ Dss¶\n¡dnbmw... ]t£
Iªníp hI... "
" Mqw s]®n\p _p²nsbmv... B \ap¡p t\m¡mw... \o Fsâ s]Sen H¶p ]Xps¡
Xncp½ntí... hÃm¯ Ig¸v...." GS¯n apSn hmcns¡«n sh¨p.
" In«v C¸w s]SeníÃ Igs¸¶p tXm¶p¶p ...KoXív ... asÁhnsStbm Igs¸mÅ
e£Wam...."
hnemkn\n GS¯nbpsS ]nSenbnÂ Ibv sh¨p ]dªp. cp aq¶p Xncp½p
Ignªt¸mÄ GS¯n hnemkn\nbpsS IbvIsfSp v̄ amÁn, ]ns¶ B IbvIÄ FSp v̄
Xsâ h³apeIfnÂ ]nSn¸n¨p.
" CsX´m KotX.. Cs¶mcp ]pXpa..."
" \o H¶p XgpInt¡... \nsâ Ibv sXmSp¼w Ft´m Hcp... Hcp... CXv... "
" AXp Rm\n¸w ]dbmw.. " hntÃ¨n s]s«¶v Hcp Ibv Xmsg¡qSn apt¼m«n«v GS¯nbpsS
Ih¡nSbnÂ tXmn F¶n«v AXv G«¯ntb ImWn¨p.
" Ft¶ IpÁw ]dªn«v ChntSw C¸w Hgp¡p sXmS§nbtÃm.... Ft¶¡mfpw \\ªp....
Mqw...CXn\pw \Ã cpNnsbmtÃm..."
" A¸w s]t®, \o AXp \¡n¡pSnt¨m... "
" KoX \¡nb¸w F\nípw Hcp sImXn... AtXmm...." hopw hntÃ¨n GS¯nbpsS
apeIfnÂ XgpIm³ XpS§n.
" \o sXmSp¼w \Ã ckam hnÃq....H¶aÀ¯n¯Shv...." GS¯n Ibvcpw ]pdtIm«p
Ip¯n sRfnªncp¶p.
" KotXsS sameIfp ImWp¼w F\n¡kqbbm... F´p \Ã sameIfm KotXtSXv...
F\nímsW¦nÂ H«pw samebnÃ...."
" AsXms¡ hfcpsaSo... HcmWnsâ Ibv sXmSp¼w AXp Xmt\ hfcpw...."
" A¸w KotXsS samteÂ BWnsâ Ibv t\ct¯ sXm«nt«mtm..." hntÃ¨nbptS
kwibw.
" Gbv, F\níp ]t Xt¶ Ct{Xw HÅXm... \osbm¶v AaÀ¯n XgpIntí...."
" \Ã ckw KotXsS samteÂ ]nSním³ ... tN«sâ Hcp `mKyw... Rm\nXv ]nSns¨mS¨m
At§cp hgs¡mm¡pthm... KotX... "
s]®p§fpsS kwkmchpw {]hr¯nbpw IqsS Fsâ ck¨cSp aq¸n¨p.
Rm³ sasÃ sasÃ Ip®bnÂ hmWaSn XpS§n. ]pdt¯ NqSv Rm\dnªnÃ.
" \o hmkqt\mSp ]d... Aht\ÁXtÃ CXp hepXm¡n¯cm³..."
" tiym.. Cu KoX.... AXpw tIt«m... F\níp h¿.... C\n HcmWnt\ ASp¸n¡m³ F\níp
t]Snbm... Fsâ Xt¶ \nb{´Ww hnSpthm¶v... AtXmv Rm³ Xt¶
AS¡n¡gnbpIm..."
" hnÃq... \o \nsâ A«ISns¨Sw Im«n¯cm¶p ]dªn«v F{X Znhkmbn... C¶p Fs¶
Im«n¯cWw..." GS¯n Bhiys¸«p.
" Rm³ Im«n¯cmtem... ]vt£ Hcp Imcyw... KotXsS ISns¨Sw IqSn Ft¶w
Im«n¯cWw..."
" AXns\s¶ A« ISn¨nÃtÃm...." GS¯n ]dªp.
" Hm..Hm... AXp a\Ênencnís«... A« ISn¨Xpw, AsXSp¯p IfªXpw....
FSp¯pIfªbmfv KotXS¯osS FÃmS¯pw I¿n«v shcIoXpw Hs¡ Rm\dnªp.... "
" At¿... B Ak v̄ AXo \mSp apgph\m¡ntbm... Fsâ tXhtc... \mWt¡Smbn..."
GS¯n XebnÂ Ibv sh¨p.
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" CÃnÃ.. Ah³ Ft¶mSp amt{X ]dsªmÅq... AXp tI«¸gm.... KotXsS H¶p
ImWW¶v F\níp sImXn tIdoXv... \Ã `wKnbmt{X, KotXsS apÅpt¶Sw ImWm\pw
sXmSm\pw F¶m Ah³ ]tdsW... ]td¼w Ahsâ \m¡o¶v shÅw Henípw...."
" \m¡o¶sÃSo hnÃq... Ahsâ Antb¶m Heníp¶Xv... Ah\tXmÀ¯v F{X
{]mhiyw Ibv]nSn¨pmIpthm... ]mhw... F¶mepw .....C¸w..... AsXmcp sh\bmsb¶m
tXm¶pt¶..."
GS¯nbpsS A\pam\w tI«t¸mÄ F\ní§p hÃmXmbn. At¸mÄ AhÀ¡dnbmw,
Rm³ Ahtc [ym\n¨p hmWaSníp¶p F¶v. shdptXbÃ Hcp IpkrXn¨ncn Ft¶
ImWp¼w, `b¦cn, Ft¶bn«p sImc§p Ifn¸níp¶p. Mqw, Hcp Znhkw Fsâ I¿nÂ
In«pw.
" AÃ KotX, \½fp Xs¶¯m³ sNbvXp kpJn¡p¶Xp t]mse ... Cu BWp§fpw
sN¿pthm...?..."
" sN¿pthmt¶m... Ah½mctÃ sN¿pt¶... \½fp]ns¶ A{Xíp \nhr¯nbnÃmsX
h¶metÃ sN¿s¯mÅp... AsÃ¦n¯s¶ \½¡§ns\ Ch·msct¸mse
s]s«s¶fI¯nÃtÃm..."
" AsXm¶phÃ... sXm«mepw \½Ä FfIpw... A¶v hmkq«³ acp¶p tX¨¸w... thZ\
Hmbncp¶n«pw... F\níh³ AhnsSsbm¶p sXmStW...\¡tW F¶mcp¶p a\Ênev...
]dbm³ \mtWmw aSow.....GXmbmepw At¶cw Ah³ Adnªp Xt¶ sNbvXp. tZ
t\m¡v.... tZ C¸¯t¶... F´p sNbvXn«m... \½fp cntâ AhSw C¸w \\ªp
sImfambncnípt¶..." hnemkn\n kaÀ°n¨p.
" Hcp IW¡n\p \o ]dªXpw sicnbm.... ]ns¶, hnÃq, \ns¶ Bsc¦nepw C¸w
sXc¡pthm..."
" Ct§m«m t]m¶sX¶dnbmw AtXmv sXc¡ptIe..."
GS¯n sasÃ I«nenÂ Xncnªncp¶p hntÃ¨n¡`napJambn«v. Ct¸mÄ F\nív
GS¯nbpsS ]pdIp`mKta ImWm³ ]Áp¶pÅp. B XSn¨ IpnIÄ sa¯bnÂ
shfp¯ sN¼p Ie§Ä amXncn AaÀ¶p ]c¶p. F¶n«v hntÃ¨ntb ]nSn¨v Imep aS¡n
Ccp¯n. F¶n«v ImepIfI¯n ]nSn¨p. hntÃ¨osS IhbnSp¡p hncnªI¶p.
AXn\nSbnÂ AhfpsS Xhn«p]qdnsâ IodÂ Aåw hnSÀ¶p \n¶p.
" ISns¨Sw FhnsSbm... sXm«p ImWnt¨...." hnemkn\n ]qdnXfn\p sXm«pXmsg sXm«p
ImWn¨p.
GS¯n AhnsS hnctemSn¨p. AhcpsS hncepIÄ hntÃ¨osS hnSÀ¶ncp¶ \of¸qdnÂ
ap«n. hnemkn\n H¶p sR«nb t]mse.
" KotX... AhsS sXmSp¶sX´n\m....." hntÃ¨n IpdpInb iÐ¯nÂ tNmZn¨p.
" Np½m ImWm³... shdpsXbÃ... hmkp¡p«³ \nsâ ]qdn\I¯p ]qdnXfn\p
sXm«pXmsg Ie¡nbXv... A« \nsâ kmam\t¯Â Xs¶btÃ ISn¨Xv...
Ahs\sb´n\m ]tdt¶..." GS¯n Nncn¨p.
" AXn\p Rm³ IpÁw ]dªnÃtÃm... Ah³ \ÃXtÃ sNbvXXv...." hnemkn\n
I®S¨psImv GS¯nbpsS I¿psS XtemSen\\pkcn¨v Ccp¶psImv ]pfªp
ckn¨p.
" ]qS hfÀ¶p tIdnbtÃmSo s]t®.... \nsâ IqXoÂ htc ]qSbmWtÃmSo... \Ã \oe
IeÀ¶ Idp¯Xp Xt¶.... "
" Rms\´p sN¿m\m... kmam\t¯ev ]qSIfp hfcs¶p ]dbm³ ]Ápthm... "
" AÃm.... CXv ]qSbÃtÃm.. s\sâ FeIfmWtÃmSo.... CX§p s]md¯p \op
sIS¡pImWtÃm... aS¡n AI¯p shím³ taemcpt¶m...."
" Hm, CsXms¡ Bcm t\m¡pt¶.... Fsâ KotX... C¸w sImd¨p\mfmbn«v AXp§fp
shfotem«p \op hcpIm... AhsSsbms¡ sXmSp¼w thm¯sXms¡ tXm¶pw...
AtXmv, hÃ \nhr¯osamt Rm³ sXmS¯nÃ.... KoXíp sI«ntbms\mv...
F\nt¡m..."
" s\\¡p hmkq«\ntÃ C¸w..."
" Hm AsXm¶pw th sicnbmI¯nÃ... Ahkm\w {]iv\amIpw.... F¶mepw C¸w KoX
XtemSp¼w \Ã ckw....""
" Mqw ... s]®n\p kpJn¡ps¶mv.."
KotXS¯n Ip\nªv hntÃ¨nbptS IhnfnÂ Hcp½ sImSp¯p. Rm³ AdnbmsX Fsâ
IhnÄ XShnt¸mbn.
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" \nÃv .. \nÃv... CtX htc KotXsS ISns¨Sw ImWn¨nÃ... "
" AXns\´m ... tZs Itmfq... " GS¯n Hcp Ibv ]pdtIm«p Ip¯n XpWn hbdp
htc tIÁn sh¨p. ]ns¶ atÁ Ibv sImv XpS sXm«p ImWn¨p.
" Gbv... ChnsS ]msSm¶pw CÃ... Ft´mcw \Ã sXmSIfm KotXsS... CtX
ISníms\§s\ AXn\p tXm¶n...."
" BWmbncnípw..." GS¯n Nncn¨p sImp ]dªp.
" hmkq«t\ ImWn¨p sImSp¯¸w... GS¯níp thtWÂ Ihs¡S
s]m¯n¸nSnímcp¶p.... AXn\pÅ kvYesams¡ Hv.. FtâXp amXncn kmam\¯nsâ
AXntcsem¶paÃ ISn¨Xv..." hnemkn\n ]dªp.
" Rm³ s]m¯n¸nSn¨XmSo... Ah³ _eambn«p Ibv ]nSn¨p amÁn... F¶n«p ]dªp...
thsd sNdpXp htÃmw Htm¶p t\m¡t«¶pw ]dªv... ]ns¶ AXn\I¯p I¿n«p...
A«bm¶pw ]dªp It´sems¡ sXm«pw ]nSn¨pw hen¨pw Hs¡ t\m¡n.... kXyw
]dªm, F\nípw Fs´ms¡tbm Hscf¡w tXm¶oXpam tIt«m... Hscm¯
sNdp¸¡mc\tÃ AhsSsbmt¡ I¿ns«f¡pt¶..." GS¯n Nncn¨psImWp ]cªp.
" F\níp a\Ênembn... A«bncp¶n«pw KoXíp ckn¨p... tZ.. AXp ]dª¸w
XpÅnIsfmgpIn hcp¶p...." hnemkn\n Hcp XpÅn GS¯nbpsS ]qÁnÂ \n¶pw
tXmnsbSp¯p sImv ]dªp. Xpfp¼n \n¶ B XpÅn hnemkn\n \m¡nÂ sh¨p.
" \Ã NqSpw D¸pw... sImÅmw KotXsS tX\pw... F¶n«v.... AhnsS \n¶p kpJnt¨m..."
hntÃ¨n tNmZn¨p.
" B.. Hcn¡nfn.... AXp t]ms«... At« Iftª¨v.. Ah³ Fsâ kmam\t¯Â
sR¡n¸nSn¨p.... "
" tM Aht\m..."
" Rm³ IcW¡pÁnsímsc®w sImSp¯p...\Ã ASnbmcp¶p...."
" IW¡mbnt¸mbn... AXp thWw... At¶cw...."
" AXsÃsâ hnÃq.. ]ns¶sb\níp k¦Sw tXm¶n.... XÃnt¸mbntÃ... Ah³ ]nSn¨tX,
F´n\mcps¶t¶m... tNmc \n¡mt\m Ifbmt\m atÁm Bcp¶p... ]mhw.. GXp
sNdp¸¡mc\mcpt¶epw ... At¶cw AsXms¡ sNbvtXt\.. ]ns¶ Rms\m¯ncn
Icªp tIt«m.. F\ní{Xíp shjambnt¸mbn.. H¶qtÃepw Ah³ Fsâ A\nb\tÃ....
klmbn¨n«v..."
" kmcey... AdnbmsX ]Ánt¸mbXtÃ..." hnemkn\n hopw GS¯nbpsS ]qÁnÂ I¿n«v
A¨mdp \¡p¶Xp t]mse \m¡nÂ sh¨p \pWªp.
" s\\¡p cpNn ]nSn¨p t]mbn.. CtÃ... F¦nÂ.... hnÃq... \o Fsâ samesbm¶p IpSnt¨...
tIÄ¡m¯ Xmakw hntÃ¨n GS¯nbpsS amdnteíp Nmªp. Hcp ape IpSním³
XpS§n. atÁ apebnÂ hntÃ¨nbpsS Ibv FSp¯p ]nSn¸n¨p. GS¯n Ccp¶p
kpJn¡m³ XpS§n. ]ns¶ t\scbncp¶v hnemkn\nbpsS amdt¯ív Ibv IS¯n
»uknsâ lp¡pIfqcn, ]ns¶ {_mbptSbpw. BZyw Xsâ »ukpw {_mbpw Ducn
I«nenÂ C«n. AXp Ignªv hntÃ¨nbpsS XpWnIfnÂ ]nSp¯an«p. At¸mÄ AhÄ
\nhÀ¶v AXqcm³ kuIcyw sImSp¯p. Ct¸mÄ apeIpSn \n¶p. cp s]®p§fpw
AÀ²\áÀ. Hcp tPmSn IpªpapeIfpw cp s]cpapeIfpw Fsâ I×p¼nÂ \n¶p
XpSn¨p. cp t]cpw XpWnIÄ Achtc s]m¡nsh¨ncníp¶p.
" CX{X sNdpsXm¶paÃtÃm hnÃq.... HcmWn\v CXv [mcmfw aXn... \n\¡p kpJn¡m\pw...
tZ, Rm³ ImWn¨p Xcmw.... \osbm¶p ap«pIp¯n \nt¶..."
hntÃ¨n ap«pIp¯n \n¶p. GS¯n AhfpsS Acíp sI«n¸nSn¨v X¶nteíSp¸n¨p.
F¶n«m Ipªpape Hsc®¯nsâ sR«p hmbnseSp¯p IpSním\pw atÁXv sRcSm\pw
XpS§n. hnemkn\n GS¯nbpsS XebnÂ XmSn ap«n¨p I®S¨p koÂImciÐw
]pds¸Sphn¨p sImncp\p.
" Fsâ ...KotX... IpSn.. IpSn... sR¡nt¡mp IpSn... \Ã ctkmv... " ]ns¶ Hcp Ibv
Xmtgín«v GS¯nbpsS apeIfnÂ Ii¡m³ XpS§n. cp s]®p§fpw kpJw aq v̄
apfsIcnhnsâ iÐw ]pds¸Sphn¡m³ XpS§n. IpSnbpw XgpIepw aq¯t¸mÄ GS¯n
ape hn«n«v tNmZn¨p.
" \ap¡n§s\ F¶pw kpJnímw hnÃq...?..."
" Mqw... " hntÃ¨n aqfn.
GS¯n ap«pIp¯n \n¶v hntÃ¨nbpsS apJw ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n, ]ns¶ B NppIfnÂ
AaÀ¯n Npw_n¨p. hntÃ¨n Xncn¨pw. ]n¶oS[c]m\¯nsâbpw Npw_\§fptSbpw Hcp
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tafambncp¶p. cp s]®p§fpw ]m¼pItft¸mse NpÁn¸nWªp. aqfensâbpw
koÂImc¯ntâbpw iÐ§Ä sImv apdn apJcnXambn. At\ym\yw IhínSbnÂ
XgpIn. ]qdpIfnÂ AhcpsS IbvIÄ F´p sN¿p¶p F¶v F\níp ImWm³ ]ÁnbnÃ.
AhÀ B hnShpIfnÂ XgpIp¶ps¶v icoc¯nsâ ]pfbenÂ \n¶pw a\Ênembn.
CSínSív At\ym\yw hncepIÄ hmbnÂ sh¨v aq©p¶papv. ]qdpIfnÂ \n¶pw
HgpIp¶ NqSptX³ IpSn¡pIbmWp IÅnIÄ. CSíp cp t]cpw apeIfnÂ At\ym\yw
XgpIm\pw ad¶nÃ. cp t]cpw ap«nÂ \n¶mWp BenwK\w sN¿p¶Xv. ]ns¶ GS¯n
]dªp.
" hnÃq... Fgpt¶Áp \nt¶... "
hntÃ¨n I«nenÂ Fgpt¶Áp \n¶p. GS¯n Xt¶ hnemkn\nbpsS ]mhmSbpsS
sI«gn¨p. AXp Xmtgíp hoWp. ]ns¶ AXnsâ DÅnepmbncp¶ shfp¯ sIm¨p
]mhmS hnemkn\n Xt¶ kz]v\¯nse¶ t]mse Agn¨p Xmsgbn«p. Zm, \nÂ¡p¶p
]cn]qÀ® \ábmbn hnemkn\n GS¯nbpsS ap¼nÂ. B saenª ]qÁnÂ \n¶pw
AXnsâ CXfpIÄ Imen¶nSbnÂ Xmtgíp XÅn \nÂ¡p¶Xp ImWmambncp¶p.
F\níp tXm¶n GS¯nbpsS ssIhncpXnÂ AXp hnIkn¨p ImWpw. GS¯n B Idp¯
]qSIfnÂ hncepItfmSn¨p XgpIn. ]pdt¯íp \op InS¶ CXfpIfpsS sNdnb
AÁ v̄ ]nSn¨p hen¨p. At¸mfhÁIÄ \op h¶p, ]t£ AXp hgphgp¸p sImv
GS¯nbpsS I¿nÂ \n¶pw dºÀ t]mse sXdn¨p t]mbn.
" hnÃqsâ kmam\w ImWm³ \Ã `wKnbm... CXnsâ Iodep Xt¶ \Ã e£Wsam¯Xm.
apIfp apXÂ Xmsg htc... \op sIS¡pIm.. ]qdn tamfv..."
GS¯nbpsS hnctemSpt´mdpw hnemkn\n \n¶p ]pfªp, ImepIÄ IqSpXÂ IqSpXÂ
AI¯n. AI¶t¸mÄ saenª XpSIfmbXp sImv ]qdnsâ ASn`mK¯p \n¶
Idp¯ ]qSIfpw Xmtgm«p InS¡p¶Xp ImWmambncp¶p. GS¯n AsXm¶p ]nfÀ¯n
t\m¡n. Cfw Nph¸p \nd¯nÂ AXnsâ AIw sXfnªp. I´nsâ `mK¯v GS¯n H¶p
sXm«p XShn. At¸mÄ hnemkn\n H¶p hfªp. F¶n«v GS¯nbpsS Is¿Sp v̄
AhnsS AaÀ¯n.
" hnÃq Rm\nXv Xn¶t«...." GS¯n hndbmÀ¶ iÐ¯nÂ tNmZníp¶p.
" Fs´¦nepw sN¿v Fsâ s]m¶p KoXtamtf...... F\níp hÃmsX hcp¶p..."
GS¯n sasÃ apJw B sIm¨p IhínSbnteíp IS¯n. F¶n«v AhnsSbn«pc¨p.
" hnÃqsâ kmam\¯n\p \Ã aWw... lmbv..."
GS¯níp shdn]nSn¨ t]mse. AhÀ Xsâ apJw AhnsSbn«pcp«n. ]nt¶ ]qdp ]nfÀ¯n
\m¡v AIt¯íp IS¯n H¶p \¡n.
" \nsâ I´n¯ncn sNdpXmbnt¸mbn.. CtÃÂ ISn¨p hen¡mamcp¶p.... " GS¯n
k¦Ss¸«p.
" \¡nbmepw aXn Fsâ tamtf....slsâ... KotX... C\ow sN¿v.. AXpt]mse... tlm
F´p kpJw... "
hntÃ¨n GS¯nbpsS apJw Xsâ Ih¡nSbnteíaÀ¯n ]nSn¨p. Ipd¨p t\cw \¡nbn«v
FS¯n \nÀ¯n. F¶n«v Fgpt¶Áv Xsâ kmcnbpw ]mhmSbpw Agn¨v Xmtgsídnªp.
" hnÃq.. C\n F\níp ]nSn¨p \nÂ¡m³ ]Á¯nÃ... Fsâ tamfp F\nípw H¶p sNbvXp
Xm..."
GS¯n t\sc \n¶p. a\ÊnÃma\tÊmsS hnemkn\n ap«nÂ \n¶p. ]ns¶ GS¯nbpsS
Ih¡nSbnteíp Ibv sImpt]mIp¶Xp Ip. F\nív AhÄ AhnsS F´p sN¿p¶p
F¶p ImWm³ h¿. Fsâ hmWaSn D¨mhkvXbnembn. C¡W¡n\v s]®p§Ä
s]m«ns¯dníp¶Xn\p ap¼v F\níp shÅw t]mIpw. Rm³ ]nSp¯w hopw
aµKXnbnem¡n.
" KotXsS apSn sh«nbncníbmWtÃm..." hntÃ¨n ]dªp.
" Mm... ]qS IqSpXepÅXp sImv aWw ]nSnípw...... AXp sImm..."
" F¦nÂ F\nípw apSn sh«Ww... "
" AXn\p s\\¡v sImd¨p apSnbtÃ HÅp..."
" F¶mepw sh«Ww.. hmkq«³ A¶p sNbvXp Ignª¸gm F\níXp thW¶p
tXm¶ntb... C¯ncn IqsS ImeI¯ntí... Cu sXmSIfp Ins«sâ hmbo¶p shÅw
hcp¶p. Fsâ sXmSIfmsW¦nÂ ]qf¡¼p t]mem..."
" kmcansÃSo tamtf ... FÃmw hcpsaSo....."
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hntÃ¨n Xsâ IbvIÄ apt¶m«n«v GS¯nbpsS s]cpwIpnIfnÂ ]nSn¨v ]qdp Xsâ
apJt¯íaÀ¯n. F¶n«v Ft´m sNbvXp. At¸mÄ FS¯n IbvsImv ]qdp
]nfÀ¯nbn«p ]dªp.
" aWw A[nIw ImW¯nÃ.... \¡ntím... .. B.. AhnsS... AhnsS...A§s\...lmbv...
lmbv... lmhq... A§s\ Xt¶ \¡So tamtf.. "
" KotXsS kmam\w ImWm³ F´p tiem... \Ã ]gp¯ sImS¼pfnt]mencníp¶p.
Fs´mcp abw.. Cu I´nsâ hent¸ HÅp Fsâ sam¯w kmam\¯n\v... "
" Fsâ tamtf \o hÀ¯m\w \nÀ¯n sN¿v...F\níp ISn klníp¶nÃ... CtÃÂ
Rm\n¸w \nsâ Xe XÅn AIt¯m«p shípw.... "
]ns¶ hntÃ¨n annbnÃ. Iptd t\cw Ddp©p¶ iÐw tI«p. h®apÅ XpSIÄ
AI¯n¸nSním³ GS¯níp IqSpXÂ Ip\ntbn h¶p. Xe ]pdtIm«p hf¨v Hcp Ibv
sImv AhÀ Xsâ apeIfnÂ AaÀ¯n sR¡n.
" hm.. C§s\ CXv sicnbmhnÃ... \ap¡p sIS¡mw... hm... " GS¯n hntÃ¨osS
]mhmSIÄ XmtgsíSps¯dnªn«p aeÀ¶p InS¶p. ImepIfI¯n. A¸mÄ B \\ªp
XSn¨ ]qdv hm ]nfÀ¯n \n¶p. AIt¯ apgIfpw XSn¸pIfpw FÃmw \Ã hyàambn
sXfnªp \n¶p. tdmkv \nd¯nÂ B A«¡´v hnIkn¨v Xnf§n \n¶p. AsXm¶p
hmbnen«v N¸m³ F\nímÀ¯n tXm¶n. B aWn¡´v btYãw aq©m³ `mKyw In«nb
hntÃ¨ntbmsS\nív Akqb tXm¶n. hntÃ¨n H¶p i¦n¨p. ]ns¶ Ih¨p \n¶v
GS¯nbpsS XpSIÄ¡nSbnÂ I¿n«p t\m¡n.
" tZ, KotX sXmtSt¡msS HgpIp¶p..."
" HgpIt«... A{Xíp kpJm Fsâ hnÃp \osb\n¡n¸w Xcpt¶....hm sIS¡v.... Fsâ
tamfp hm....."
GS¯n Ibv s]m¡nhnSÀ¯n hnfn¨p. hntÃ¨n GS¯nbpsS tate Iangv¶p InS¶p.
NppIÄ hen¨p IpSníp¶Xnsâ iÐambncp¶p ]ns¶. Aåw Ignªt¸mÄ GS¯n
]dªp.
" C\n tamfp Xncnªp sIS¡v..." hntÃ¨n Xncnªp InS¶v ImepIÄ GS¯nbpsS
Igp¯n\ncp hihpambn sh¨p. GS¯nbmWmZyw XpS§nbXv. Xsâ apJ¯n\p t\tc
hmbpw ]nfÀ¶p \nÂ¡p¶ Nph¶pIdp¯ ]qdp ]nSn¨hÀ Xsâ hmbnem¡n
\pWbm\pw N¸m\pw \¡m\pw XpS§n. AXnsâ ckw aq¯ hnemkn\nbpw GS¯nbpsS
Ih¨p InS¶ XpSIÄ¡nSbnÂ apJaaÀ¯n Dcím³ XpS§n. At¸mÄ GS¯n hnfn¨p
]dªp.
" s]mfn¨p ]nSn¨n«v I´p hen¨p IpSnsísâ tamtf... " AhfX\pkcn¨p. GS¯nbpsS
Nph¶p XpSp¯ ]qdn\It¯íhÄ Xsâ \mhnd¡n. GS¯n ImepIÄ aS¡m\pw
\nhÀ¯m\pw XpS§n.
cp t]cptSbpw ]qdpXoÁ {ZpXKXnbnÂ ]ptcmKan¨p. F\nív hntÃ¨nbpsS apJhpw
GS¯nbpsS ]qdpw am{Xta ImWm³ ]Áp¶pÅp. s]s«¶v hntÃ¨n XebpbÀ¯n
]dªp.
" I¿nS s]mt¶..... AÃmsX sNbvXm aXn.. " hnemkn\n hne¡n.
" Fsâ hnÃq .....cp aq¶p shceqsS AXn\It¯m«nsSSo..... " GS¯n Bhiys¸«p.
AXp sicn s]®n\n¸gpw koep s]m«msX Imcyw \S¡Ww. A¼Sn tIan. Aåw
Ignªt¸mÄ hnemkn\nbpsS ImepIÄ GS¯nbpsS IhnfpIfnÂ apdpIn. AXp Iv
GS¯nbpsS ImepIÄ IqSpXÂ aS§m\pw \nhcm\pw XpS§n. AhÀ hntÃ¨nbpsS Xe
ImepIÄ¡nSbnÂ AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨p. s]®p§Ä¡v B\µaqÀO hcmdmbn F¶p tXm¶n.
Rm\pw Fsâ ]nSp¯w thKXbnem¡n. aq©ensâbpw \¡ensâbpw iÐ§fpw
aqfepw ap{IbnSepw sImv apdn \ndªp. s]s«¶v GS¯nbpsS ImepIÄ \nivOeambn
hntÃ¨nbpsS apJw Ih¡nSbnÂ AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨p. sk¡âpIÄ¡pÅnÂ hntÃ¨nbptS
Acs¡«nsâ Nm©m«hpw \n¶p. AhÄ AXv GS¯nbpsS apJ v̄ AaÀ¯nsh¨p.
Rm\pw Fsâ Iemi]nSp¯w ]nSn¨p. s]®p§Ä At\ym\yw IhbnSp¡nÂ apJ§Ä
AaÀ¯n¡nS¶v InXípt¼mÄ Fsâ Ipgepw NoÁn. sImgp¯ shÅw P\ensâ
IXInÂ sXdn¨p sXdn¨p hosWmgpIn. ]¯p an\ns«¦nep AhÀ B InS¸p InS¶p
ImWpw. ]ns¶ GS¯n hnemkn\ntb s]m¡n amÁn. cp s]®p§fpw N¯
XhfItft¸mte ImepIÄ Ih¨v ]qdpw ]nfÀ¯n aeÀ¶p InS¶p. cnsâbpw ]qdnÂ
\n¶pw HgpInb aZPew ]IÂ shfn¨¯nÂ Xnf§n.
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BZyw Fgpt¶ÁXv hnemkn\nbmbncp¶p. \mW¯nÂ IpXnÀ¶ Hcp ]p©ncntbmsS
AhÄ apJw Ip\n¨ncp¶p. AXp I GS¯n AhfpsS apJw ]nSn¨v Xmtgíp hen¨p
F¶n«v AhfpsS NpnÂ Hcp \Ã D½ sImSp¯p. Xt¶ kpJn¸n¨Xnsâ
{]Xn^esat¶mWw. ]ns¶ GS¯nbpw Fgpt¶Áncp¶p. hnemkn\n Xsâ Ibv
GS¯ntb aW¸n¨p GS¯n Xncn¨pw. ]ns¶ H¶panÃ F¶ AÀ°¯nÂ cp t]cpw
Xebm«n. BZyw hnemkn\n I«nenÂ \n¶pw Xmsgbnd§n Xsâ »uskSp¯p. At¸mÄ
GS¯n Fgpt¶Áv AhfpsS ASp¯p h¶v B sNdpapeIfnÂ XgpIn. hnemkn\n
C¡nfn sImsm¶p ]pfªp. GS¯n ]dªp.
" hnÃqsâ Chtc Rm³ \Ã XSn sh¸n¨p Xcmw..."
AXp tI« Fsâ DÅnÂ Hcp an¶Â, Fsâ Nm³kv t]mtbm.
" F§s\bm... AXn\p kuIcyw tht... "
{_mbpw »ukpw [cníp¶Xn\nSbnÂ hntÃ¨n tNmZn¨p. ]ns¶ ASn¸mhmSsbSp v̄
Imep Ih¨p \n¶v Xsâ ]qdp \¶mbn XpS¨p. s]s«¶v GS¯n ]mhmS ]nSn¨p hm§n
aW¯p t\m¡n. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" hmkq«³ A¶p ho«nÂ h¶¸w Aht\w CtX aWmcp¶p....F\níp \Ã HmÀt½v...."
hntÃ¨n \mWn¨v ]mhmS ]nSn¨p hm§n. F¶n«p \mW¯nÂ samgnªp.
" s]®p§sS Ihs¡SbmIp¼w C¨nsc Hs¡ aWw ImWpw.... F¶mepw KoXív Fsâ
At{Xw aWanÃtÃm.. AsX´m..."
" [rXn shímsX... \ns¶ Rm³ FÃmw ]Tn¸n¨p Xcmw..."
GS¯n Aeamc Xpd¶v Hcp tXmÀs¯Sp v̄ I£§Ä BZyw tXmÀ¯n. ]ns¶
ImepIfI¯n ]qdp XpS¨p. At¸mgpw Rm\m sN¼c¯n¸qdnsâ DÅp Ip.
XpSípt¼mÄ aS§n \nhcp¶ B Zf§fpsS hndbÂ It¸mÄ Fsâ Ip® ]Xps¡
s]m§m³ XpS§n.
" F¶mepw Fsâ KotX... \½fn¸w F´m sNbvtX... F\níp hnizkním³ ]Áp¶nÃ... "
hnemkn\n ]dªp. F\nípw, Rm³ a\ÊnÂ ]dªp. GS¯nbpsS Zmlw
H¶S§nbtÃm, ]mhw. AhImis¸« Ip®bpmbpmbn«pw Ig¸S¡m³ asÁmcp
I\yItb B{ibnt¡nh¶ AhtctbmÀ¯t¸mÄ F\nív klXm]w tXm¶n.
" B.. AX§s\ A§p Ignªp t]mbn.... F¶mepw kptJmmcpt¶m....s\\¡v...?..."
" Hmcpt¶mt¶m... hmkp¡p«\pw C§s\ Xs¶bm Fs¶ kpJn¸n¨Xv..... ]nt¶...
KotX.... IeymWw Ignªmepw CtX kpJw Xs¶bmtWm... "
GS¯n hnemkn\nbpsS Ihnf¯v H¶p tXmnbn«p ]dªp.
" AXv thtd kpJw... CXv thtd kpJw.... AXdnbp¼w hyXymkw a\ÊnemIpw \n\¡v...."
GS¯n Hcp \mWhpw IqSmsX ^m\nsâ ap¼nÂ h¶v ImepIfI¯n \n¶p. ]ns¶ Hcp
an\n«v ]qdp hnSÀ¯n¸nSn¨v ImÁp sImÅn¨p. hkv{X§Ä Hmtcm¶mbn FSp¯p [cn¨p.
I®mSnbpsS ap¼nÂ sN¶v cp t]cpw apSnbpw XpWnbpw t\scbm¡n.
]ns¶ cpt]cpw sI«n¸nSn¨v NpnÂ D½ sh¨p. hopw I«nenÂ ^m\nsâ ap¼nÂ
Ccp¶p. Rm³ B«pIÃnÂ \n¶pw Cd§n. ASp¡fhmXnenÂ IqSn AI¯p tIdn.
Ipd¨p t\cw Im¯p. AI¯p \n¶pw sNdnb iÐ¯nÂ hÀ¯am\w tIÄ¡mw. ]ns¶
IXInÂ ap«n. Iptd ap«nbt¸mÄ IXIp Xpd¶p.
" Mqw... G´m..." GS¯nbpsS tZjy¯nepÅ tNmZyw. F\nípÅnÂ Nncn s]m«n.
" AÃ... Im¸n sht¨m¶dnbm\mcp¶p..."
" Hm.. Hcp Im¸n.... Cu NqS¯v a\pjyt\ H¶p hÀ¯m\w ]dbm\pw IqsS
k½Xn¡¯nÃm¶p sh¨m..."
Rm³ H¶p Nncn¨p.
" cp s]®p§fpw IqsS IXIpaS¨v .... Bbnt¡m... Bbnt¡m.. ]t£ev Hcp¯³
AXp Iqs¶mtcmÀ½ thWw......"
s]s«s¶m¶p sR«nb t]mse GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" lmcp Ip... sl´p Ip..."
" AÃ \n§sS hÀ¯m\w tXhcpw ImWps¶ms¶p ]dbphmcp¶p..." Rm³
Nncn¨psImp ]n·mdn.
" \o hmSo hnemkn\o... Ch\p h«m... sImtd \mfmbn«p sXmS§oXm..." GS¯n
hnemkn\nbpsS Ibv ]nSn¨psImnd§n.
" AÃm, \n§sf´m IªnshÅw sam¯n¡pSnípImcpt¶m... samJs¯ms¡ Iªn¸i
]Ánbncníp¶p....."
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kXy¯nÂ H¶pw CÃmbncp¶p. shdptX H¶nf¡m³ ]dªXmbncp¶p. ]t£, cp
t]cpw AdnbmsX apJw XpS¨pt]mbn.
" \o t]mbn \nsâ ]Wn t\m¡v hmkq«m... s]®p§sS hmbn t\m¡n \S¡msX..."
H¶p N½nb t]mse GS¯n ]dªp.
" C¸w... AXpw Fsâ Hcp ]WnbmtWbv... ]nt¶... hntÃ¨ntb... Ct{Xw hÀ¯m\w
thtWm.. "
At¸mÄ hntÃ¨n Xncnªp \n¶v Fs¶ sImª\w ImWn¨p. kpJn¨ s]®v. `mKyhXn.
" \o hmSo.. Im¸n shímw.... FSm apgpht«... C¯ncn Igo¼w h¶m Im¸n Xcmw..."
" h«mÀ¡msWs¶\níp a\Ênemtb......" Rm³ hnfn¨p]dªp.
cp t]cpw Xncnªpt\m¡msX ASp¡fbnteíp \S¶p. Rm³ GS¯nbpsS
apdnbnÂtIdn. ^m³ \nÀ¯n. ]ns¶ apdnbpsS aqeíp InS¶ GS¯n ]qdp XpS¨
tXmÀs¯Sp¯p AXnsâ \\ª `mKw X¸nsbSp¯p. F¶n«Xp aq¡nÂ sh¨p hen¨p
aW¯p. ]qdnsâ \dpaWw t]mbn«nÃ. Xncnªp t\m¡pt¼mÄ GS¯n.
" F´p sN¿pImSm ChnsS..."
AhÀ B tXmÀ¯p ]nSn¨p hm§n. F¶n«v Ft¶ kq£n¨p t\m¡n.
" hnbÀ¯n«p h¿.... samtJmw Igp¯pw H¶p sXmSím¶p IcpXnbXm... AXn§p Xt¶..."
" Fsâ tXmÀ¯p sIm§s\ C¸w sXmSí... \ntâXns«mm¡v... AsÃ¦n
AhsS§m\pw thsd Htm¶p t\m¡v... "
AhÀ B tXmÀ¯pw tXmfnen«v ASp¡fbnteíp t]mbn. B t]m¡p t\m¡n \n¶
Fsâ NpnÂ Hcp ]p©ncn, H¸w a\ÊnÂ B ]gb ]m«pw.

" t{]a kÀhkzta... \n³.. {]aZh\w Rm³ Iq..
AXnÂ aZ\³ hfÀ¯pw am\nt\ Ip ...
(\n§sS cntâw) aZntcmÂkhw Iq..."

G«¯nb½ -- 10

AXn\Sp¯ Znhk§fnÂ AhÀ X½nÂ H¶pw \S¶nÃ, ho«nÂ A½ Ft¸mgpaptÃm,
IqSmsX Rm\pw. s]®p§fpsS kt½f\w shdpw hmNIaSnbnepw t]³
t\m¡enepambn HXp§n. F¶mÂ Hcp Znhkw Rm³ GS¯nbpsS apdnbnÂ
tX¡nebnÂ IqsS t\m¡n. GS¯n tIdnh¶v tXmÀ¯v Agnípt¼mtgípw HcnSn sh«n.
NmÁÂagbpÅ kab¯v CSnsh«nbmÂ AX A]ISIcamsW¶v F\n¡dnbmw.
Xt¶bpaÃ, C{X `b¦c iÐ¯nÂ tI« kvYnXnív AXv ASps¯hnsStbm X«nsb¶pw
tXm¶n. Rm³ C\n Cu ]cn]mSnbpambn apt¶m«p t]mtIs¶v Xocpam\n¨p. HmSn
ho«n\I¯v Ibdn.
]ns¶bpÅ Znhk§fnÂ D¨Ignbpt¼mtgípw BImiw aqSns¡«m³ XpS§n. ]ns¶
F\nív CSnan¶ens\ a\Ênte Ig¸n\¸pdw t]Snbmbn.
Hcp Znhkw D¨ív cp t]cpw IqSn t]³ t\m¡n skmd]dbpt¼mÄ Rm³
s]®p§fpsS ASp¯p sN¶p. C¨nsc hntÃ¨nbpambn skmÅmatÃm, ]ns¶ Hcp ckw.
Rm\Sp¯p sN¶v AhcpsS IqsS Xn®bnencp¶p.
" F´mSm... C¶v Iep¦pw tXmSpw H¶pantÃ... AtXm hmbnt\m«w ChnsSXt¶
aXnsb¶p sht¨m..." GS¯n Ft¶ Duinbm¡m³ t\m¡n.
" AsX´m... ChnsS Ccníp¶sXm¶pw s]®nsâ F\¯nÂ s]«XtÃ..." Rm\pw hn«p
sImSp¯nÃ.
" Itm hnemkn\n... Ct{Xw \mWanÃm¯ Hc\nb\m ChnsSbpÅXv... Fhsâsbms¡
IqsS IgnbsW¦nÂ ]dbm³ taem¯S¯v ]mfsI«n \S¡Ww...."
" Hm... hmkp¡«\§s\bpÅ Bsfm¶paÃ.. AtÃSm... KoXíp tXm¶p¶Xm... " hntÃ¨n
Ft¶ ]n³Xm§n.
" AsÃ¦nepw hnemkn\n AtX ]dbq¶v F\nídnbmcp¶p.... kz´w BftÃ...
t]mcmªn«v ]mf sIt« kvYesams¡ Ah³ ....."
GS¯n CSíp \nÀ¯n. ]ns¶ Ft¶ Hcp IÅ t\m«w.
" Fsâ KotX H¶pantÃepw R§Ä AbÂ¡mctÃ... KoXív F´dnbmw R§tf¸Án...."
" H¶padnb¯ntÃepw sImtdsbms¡ t\cnÂ IdnªXtÃ Rm³... hnÃp
IqSpXsem¶pw ]dtb..."
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GS¯n hn«psImSp¡p¶ `mhanÃ. Rm³ FÃmw tI«ncp¶p. ]ns¶ hntÃ¨n H¶pw
annbnÃ. Ct¸mÄ cp t]À¡pw At\ym\yw Adnbmhp¶ kvYnXnív sNmdnªp
]p®mt¡ F¶p IcpXnbmhpw. Agn¨n« apSnbpambn chnhÀ½ Nn{Xw t]mse
emkyhXnbmbncníp¶ G«¯ntb Rm³ t\m¡nbncp¶p. Fsâ t\m«w In«mhpw
sNdnb Xn®bnÂ Ih¨ncp¶ AhÀ ImepIÄ ASp¸n¨v ]nSn¨ncp¶p. kmcn ]nSn¨v
t\scbn«p. ]ns¶ Ft¶ ]gb IpkrXn t\m«hpw. Rm\hcpsS IpnbnÂ t\m¡n.
hkv{X§Ä Xpf¨v Fsâ k¦åZrãn AhcpsS IhbnSp¡nse¯n. Ignª Znhkw
sa¯bnÂ Ip¯nbncp¶t¸mÄ NXª Ipn¡nSbnÂ hm]nfÀ¯n Ccp¶ B
tN\¸qdnt¸mÄ knaâpXdbnÂ Ccnípt¼mÄ AXnÂIqSpXÂ NXª
IpnIÄ¡nSbnÂ Nhn«n¨X¨ ]d¦nam¼gw t]mse NnXdn Ccn¡bmhpw. Fsâ t\m«w
In«mhpw GS¯n Ip\nªp kz´w Ipnbnteíp t\m¡n. F¶n«v tNmZn¨p.
" hnemkn\o... Hm´v tNmc IpSnípw¶v tI«n«pv.. sicnbmtWm... "
" ]nt¶... kXym Fsâ KotX... sNe Znhkw sNmI¶ s\d¯nev act¯encp¶v
t\m¡p¶ ImWmw... Rmt\mSn AI¯p tIdpw.. F\níp t]Snbm... " hnemkn\n ]dªp
" F¶mte... ChnsS \½sS ho«nepw Htcms´mv... C§s\ t\m¡n t\m¡n Ccnípw....
tNmcbmtWm aq{XmtWm IpSnípt¶¶dnb¯nÃ... t\m«w Im.. XpWn Dcnbp¶ t]mse
tXm¶pw..." GS¯n Ft¶ t\m¡ns¡mv ]dªp.
" A§t\w Hm´pItfmtm.. Rm\mZym tI¡tW... "
" \½sS t\tc t\m¡nbm ImWmw... AX§ns\ t\m¡n aq{Xw IpSnítW... ]ns¶ Hcp
sKmtWmv.. AXv s]®p§tf amt{X t\m¡s¯mÅp... "
" Cu KoX Fs´m¡ym ]dt¶... F\nsím¶pw ]nSn In«p¶nÃ..." hntÃ¨n GS¯nbptS
XebnÂ Bsªm¶p Ip¯n.
" tiym.. ]Xps¡ Fsâ hnÃq..." GS¯n NnWp§n
" AtXbv...... hntÃ¨o... th\ensâ NqSpw s]mI¨nepw IqSp¼w sNeÀ¡v HmIp¶Xm...
\Ã Hcp ag \\ªm FÃmw sicnbmIpw... " Rm³ NmSn¸dªp.
" ag \\tíXv C¸w \ns¶bm... NqSp tIdn \S¡phm... hnemkn\n \o hnNmcn¨m
Chs\ H¶p XWp¸ním³ ]Ápthm..."
tNmZn¨n«v GS¯n ]pdtIm«p I¿n«v hntÃ¨ntb H¶p tXmn. Ibv sImXv
hntÃ¨nbpsS amd¯mbncp¶p. Hcn¡nfntbmsS hnemkn\n H¶p Npfnªn«p ]dªp.
" F´mbnXv KotX... ]ckymbn«v ... C¡nfnsbSp¡p¶p..."
" At¿m Rms\m¶p tXmoXtÃ...." GS¯n ]dªp. At¸mÄ Rm³ hopw NmSn
hoWp.
" h¶p h¶v C¸w cp t]À¡pw tXmymepw C¡nfnbmIp¶ ]cph¯nse¯n
cntâw t]³t\m«w.... tN«t\msSm¶p ]dªmcpt¶... \Ã t]³ No¸p
sImpht¶t\... " Rm³ F§pw sXmSmsX ]dªp.
" Hm.. \nsâ tN«sâ No¸psImv NoInbm tN«sâ ISn sImdbpw... _m¡nsbmtÅmcpsS
t]s\ms¡ A§s\ Xt¶ sIS¡t¯sbmÅp... \osbm¶p t]mSm..."
GS¯n Fsâ t\sc I®pcp«n ImWn¨p.
" AXp NotI t]mse NotIS¯p NoInbm.. FÃm t]\pw NmIpw.. ISow Xocpw..
AtÃ hntÃ¨o..." Rm³ AtXcq]¯nÂ GS¯ntb t\m¡n ]dªp.
" B... F\n¡dnb¯nÃ... F\nsím«p t]\pw CÃ... AtXmv ISoanÃ... " hntÃ¨n
Is¿mgnªp. Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" AsXms¡ sIS¡s«... \n§¡mÀs¡¦nepw ]dbm³ ]Ápthm.. F\nídnªp
IqSm¯XpsImp tNmZníym... Cu... Atcmw Atcmw IqsS Hc¨mÂ Fs´¦nepw KpWw
In«pthm...."
" tM.. ]pXnb ]pInev....\o F´p h«m C¸w Fgps¶Ånípt¶..." Nncn¨psImv GS¯n
tNmZn¨p, CSíp BtemNn¨p.
" sicnbm.. CsX´p kwibm hmkq«\n¸w... tNmZnítW... KoX ]dbpt¼mse X\n h«v.."
hntÃ¨n Nncn¨p.
" C¯ncn IqsS hniZoIcnímw.. C¸w.. tZ.. hntÃ¨n Hcp sNdnb Acw... XSn t\m¡n
]dbpImtW... GS¯n C¯ncn shey Acw... Rms\mcp shdpw Idn¡¯n....\n§fp X½n
Hc¨m... F¶p ]dªm.., Ac§fp X½nsemc¨m.. BÀt¡epw... Cu Ac§fnÂ
BÀt¡epw sKmtWmmIpthm.. I¯osS aqÀ¨... AXmbXv Fsâ... Imcyw...
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t]mbns¡S¡p¶p... aqÀ¨ thXv F\ním... Hcíp¶Xv \n§fp X½nepw... AXmbXv..
Ac§fv..."
GS¯n Ft¶ \ninXambn H¶p t\m¡n. Fgpt¶Áp, apSn hmcns¡«n.
" hnÃq... CXv sNdnb hs«m¶paÃ... Duf¼mdt¡km... C\n \½fnhnsS Ccp¶m... Ch³
\½tf Hcípw... tamt\ hmkp¡p«m... \o t]mbn.. Iept¦encp¶v Hcív... R§¡p thtd
]Wov... "
GS¯n ]dªp. hnemkn\nbpw Fgpt¶Áp.
" sicnbm.... C¶p sNe¸w \¶mbn«v s]¿m\pÅ km²ytXv... .. At¿m... tN¨n
sXc¡phmcnípw.. Ipfním³ shÅw NqSm¡nbnÃ... Rm³ t]mt« KotX..."
hntÃ¨n Cd§n \S¶p. AhÄ apÁw IS¶t¸mÄ Rm³ NmSn apÁ¯nd§n.
" At¸m cp t]cpw tXmsÁ¶p k½Xn¨tÃm..." Rm³ hnfn¨p tNmZn¨p. hntÃ¨n
Xncnªp t\m¡nbnÃ. At¸mÄ GS¯n hnfn¨p.
" tamt\ hmkp¡p«m.. Cttt§mmm«p ht¶.."
Hcp hÃm¯ Nncn B apJ v̄, ]«W¯nÂ hfÀ¶XtÃ., hywKy`mj a\Ênemhpw.
hnemkn\n s]m«ns¸®v, ]t£ CXv km[\w thtd.
" F´m.... Fsâ s]mt¶«¯nbt½..." Rm³ ]dªp sImSp¯p sN¶p.
" FSm... amcmtc sNsIm«v ]Tn¸n¡tÃ... \o R§¡n«p shípIm¶p a\Ênembn... \o
Im«ptXmSmsW¦n.....Rm³ ]«W¯o¶p h¶Xm... CÃm¯ AhcmXw
]dªmsemtÃm... Mvlm.."
]dªpsImhÀ apÁ¯cnInÂ InS¶ Hcp Nq«psaSp v̄ ASp¡fbnteíp \S¶p.
" sÈSm... AXn\n¸w KoX¡p«nsb´n\m NqSmhpt¶... kwibw tNmZn¨XtÃ...
W¡pW¡p.. LpW¡p...W¡pW¡p.. H¶p thKw \S¶v Ipd¨p Im¸n A\¯ntí...
shi¡p¶p..."
\S¡pt¼mÄ AhcpsS IpnIÄ BSp¶ Xmf¯ns\m v̄ Rm³ ]dªp. GS¯n
Xncnªv Fs¶ \ninXambn Zln¸níp¶ coXnbnÂ H¶p t\m¡n. ]ns¶
ASp¡fbnteíp Ibdn.

kvIqÄ Xpd¡m³ C\n Hcmgv¨ am{Xw. AXn\p ap¼v ho«nÂ H¶p t]mbnhcm³ G«¯n
Xocpam\n¨p. tN«³ k½Xn¨p. si\nbmgv¨ cmhnte Xncns¨¯Ww, ImcWw s]§fpsS
ho«nte IeymWw Rmbdmgv¨bmbncp¶p. F\níp hÃm¯ at\mhnjaw. Ft´m Fsâ
Ibvhn«p t]mIp¶ t]mse. Rm³ A½tbmSv tNmZn¨p.
" Rm\pw IqSn FS¯nbpsS ho«nÂ H¶p Id§o«p hcmw... "
" A§s\ C¸w Id§... Rm\n\nhnsS HÁím... F\nímcm sXmW.. \nsâ AO\pw
tN«\pw hcp¼w Ccp«n Hcp t\cmhpw....."
" C{]mhiyw \obnhnsS \nív hmkq«m... ]ns¶mcníÂ \aps¡mcpan¨v kt´mjmbn«p
t]mImw.. C¸w At½t\w klmbn¨v ChnsS \nÃv... " GS¯n A`n{]mbs¸«p.
" kvIqfp sXmd¶m ]ns¶ F¶p t]mIm\m...?.." Rm³ tNmZn¨p. F\níp henb
k¦Sambn.
" t]mImSm hmkqt«m... Xt¶mfw t]m¶ Hcp ]pcpj³ ]nÅmsc t]mse \n¶p hmin
]nSníW IntÃ At½... \mWtey s\\¡v.... \nsâ aoisí¦nepw Hcp she
sImSps¡sâ hmkq«m... " GS¯n Ifnbm¡n.
" \o Ahtf... sslthbns¡ms _kp tIÁnhn«n«n§p t]mcv... kÔyív Rm\nhnsS
HÁím... AhsS ho«n ]ns¶ FÃmÀ¡pw IqsS t]mImw..."
A½bpsS Xocpam\w Rm³ a\ÊnÃm a\tÊmsS kzoIcn¨p.

R§fpsS {Kma¯nÂ \n¶pw In«p¶ _Êp tIdn sslthbnÂ Cd§n. GS¯nbptS
ho«nteípÅ _kp hopw amdnt¡dWw. AhcpsS hoSp tdmUcnInembXpsImv
_knÂ IbÁn hn«mÂ aXn.
BÂ¯dap¡nteíp \S¡pt¼mÄ Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" GS¯n F¶m hcnI... Xmakn¡pthm..."
" si\nbmgvN cmhnte.....F´m... \n\¡v Ft¶ ImWmsX ]ÁnsÃ¶mtbm..."
" AXtÃS¯o.. F\nív.. F\nív... GS¯n CsÃ¦nÂ..."
F\níp hm¡pIÄ In«nbnÃ. GS¯n Ipd¨pt\cw \niÐbmbn \S¶p. ]ns¶ tNmZn¨p.
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" hmkq«m... tams\m¶p Nn´nt¨... \nsâ Cu t]m¡v A]IS¯nteím... Rm³
\nsâbmcm.."
Rm³ annbnÃ.
" Rm³ \nsâ GS¯n... AXmbXv GS¯nb½.... B _lpam\w \o F\níp XcWw..."
AXv Ft¶s¸mse Hcp s]®n\hImis¸«Xm.... \osb´m AXp Nn´nímt¯...
A¶v.......Hc_²w ]Án... t]ms«... ]ns¶ I«nen\p Iotg tIdn... \o Xs¶ hopw
Ac_²w Dm¡n... Fsâ Ipg¸w AÃtÃm... A\mhiyambns«mÅ tXm¶epIsfms¡
\nÀ¯v....tamt\... \o Hscm¯ BWmbn... ]ncním³ am{Xw aotiw hfÀ¶p... C\ow...
Ip«n¡fn \nÀ¯v... "
" AXÃ GS¯o... Rm³ GS¯ntb¡ \mfp apXÂ Fsâ DÅnÂ..."
" \nsâ DÅnÂ...... tX§ms¡me......H¶p t]mSm sN¡m....AXv \nsâ {]mb¯ntâw
hfÀ¨bptSbpw sImg¸am... kXyw ]dªm... \nt¶mSp ]dbm³ ]mSnÃm¯Xm... \n\¡pw
s]®p sI«m³ {]mtbmw ]cpthmw Bbn... F¶mepw \o ]Tn¨v Hcp shey BfmIWw¶m
FÃmcptSw Bi... AXn\nSív \o C§t\ ... AcpXm¯Xpw Nn´n¨v `mhn IfbcpXv....
Fsâ k\Â C¸w Hmcps¶¦nÂ Ah³ \nt¶¡mfpw sNdp¸amcnípw ... F¦nepw
Aht\mSv Rm³ ]dbp¶ t]mem C¸w \nt¶mSp ]dbpt¶..."
GS¯nbpsS apJw Kuch]qÀ®ambncp¶p.
" At¸m... GS¯nsít¶ CãansÃ¶mtWm ]dbpt¶..."
" F¶p Rm³ ]dªnÃ... Fsâ XmenbpsS hne Ifbm³ Rm\mtcbpw k½XnínÃ....
AXn\n F´p {]iv\apmbmbmepw... R§sS HS¡pw hg¡pw \o sImsdsbms¡ Ip
ImWpambncnípw... s\\¡v sNe¸w Ft¶mSn¯ncn klXmt]mw ImWphmcnípw......
AsXm¶pw F\nídnbptIw th... FÃmw klním\pw \o§m\pw F\nídnbmw
...IgnbptIw sN¿pw... " Rm³ FÃmw tI«p. adp¯p ]dbm³ a\ÊnÂ H¶pw tXm¶nbnÃ.
" _Êv hcmdmbo¶p tXm¶Wp..." Rm³ Zqtcíp t\m¡n.
" hcs«... AtXmv... Rm³ Xncn¨p hcp¼w... \o Fsâ A\nb\mcníWw...
kvIqfnt¸mIp¶ shdpw Hc\nb³... A¸pdw \o Nn´n¡cpXv... Fs¶¸Án...
a\Ênemtbm..."
" Mqw... " Rm³ aqfn.
" \osbm¶p Nn´nt¨... \o sI«nhcp¶ s]®nt\¸Án \nsâ A\nb³.... AsÃ¦nÂ
tN«³... \nt¶t¸mse C§s\ Nn´nt¨mp ]pdtI \S¶mÂ... B Ip«osS... AXmbXv...
\nsâ `mtcysS.... KXntISv F´mbncnípw... Hcníse¦nepw hmkq«m \o AsXm¶v
Nn´nt¨... B KXntISnem Rm³... \nt¶¸Án Hcp tamiw A`n{]mbw F\níp ]dbm³
]Ápthm... GS¯n IpÁw ]dbp¶q¶v Btfmfv ]dbpw.... kXyw Bsc¦nepw k½Xn¨p
Xcpthm...?.. HSphnÂ.. GS¯nímhpw kIe IptÁmw... AS¡anÃmt¯mfv.... \iqew...
IpSpw_¯nÂ tIÁm³ ]Ámt¯mfv.... "
Rm³ hncÂ ISn¨p \n¶p. F\níp¯canÃmbncp¶p. FÃmw t]mbn BiIÄ XIÀ¶p.
]nSn¨mÂ ]nSns¨S¯p sI«p¶ C\amWo kv{Xo. s]s«¶p Rmt\mÀ¯p t]mbn, F´v
Fsâ a\ÊnÂ Hcp _lpam\¯nsâ an¶tem ?
" ]ns¶tb... Hcp Imcyw... C\n ¢mÊnÂ tXmÂ¡m³ ]mSnÃ... tXm«ph¡¯p
t]mbncp¶v.. AXpanXpw Iv... tXmÁp tXmÁp sIS¶mte... Pbn¨p Pbn¨p hcp¶
sIm¨p ]ntÅcp \nt¶ sIm¯n¸dnípw... AtXmv ]Tn¨v F§t\w ASp¯
¢mÊnse¯Ww... tXmÁm... Rm³ t]mepw \nt¶ Xncnªp t\m¡¯nÃ.... "
At¸msgípw _Êp h¶p Xncn¨n«p. ss{Uhdpw IÎdpw Nmb IpSním³ t]mbn. Infn
hnfn¨p]dbÂ XpS§n. R§Ä tIdn koÁp ]nSn¨p. s]®p§fpsS sXm«p ]pdInet¯
koÁp In«n. GS¯nbpsS IqsS Rm\pw thdptX Ccp¶p. At¸mÄ sXm«p]pdInte
koÁnÂ F\n¡dnbm³ ]mSnÃm¯ Hcp kv{Xo GS¯ntb tXmn.
" KoXbtÃ...?........... sI«n¨... ....aIfv..."
" AtX... " F\níp a\ÊnembnÃ...?.."
" Rm³ ....t¯bm... \n§sS IeymW¯n\p Rm\pw h¶mcp¶p. Fsâ aq¯ tamsf
sI«n¨ncníp¶Xv Ipt¶¸mS¯m..."
" Hm ...C¸w ]nSnIn«n.... \©mWn... \mbmWn.....bnte...."
.. AXt¶y... \©mWnbnte.. s]m¶¸sâ...... C¸w a\Ênemtbm...... IeymWw Ignªn«v
sImtdbmbtÃm.. H¶pambntÃ..."
\m«pImcpsS FSp¯Sn¨pÅ tNmZyw. GS¯n hÃmsX Bb t]mse.
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" AXv... A§s\ ... sIS¡p¶q... [rXn shtítÃm......"
GS¯n Hgnªp amdn. tI«t¸mÄ ]dbWsa¶p tXm¶nbXm, sImSw Iagv¯nsh¨v
shÅsamgn¨m AsX§s\ \ndbpw F¶v. shdptX GS¯nbpsS t\tc t\m¡n H¶p
]p©ncn¨p AXnÂ FÃmapmbncp¶p. A]am\nXbmb t]mse AhÀ apJw
Ip\n¨ncp¶p.
" tamÄ¡nXv \memw amkam... H¶p t\m¡m³ h¶Xm... acptam³ s]m¶p t]mse
t\m¡pw... AtXmv Rm³ Xncn¨p t]mIphm... C\n t]Án\p sImtmIm³ h¶m
aXo¶m ]dªncn¡tW..."
" Mqw.. Cuic³ XpWít«... " FS¯n ]dsªmgnªp.
" AÃm... cp t]cpw IqsS Ft§m«m C¸w...?.. aq¸Às¡´m ]Wn...?.." Ft¶
t\m¡nbmbncp\p AhcpsS tNmZyw. AhÀ hnSp¶ a«nÃ.
" CXv... ]pÅn¡mcsâ A\nb\m... At§À¡v ISbm,... SuWnev..." GS¯níp hoÀ¸p
ap«n.
" Hm.. AXp sicn... Hcpan¨ncníp¶ I¸w Rm³ hnNmcn¨p... CXmcnípw Bsf¶v...."
GS¯n ]ns¶ H¶pw annbnÃ. Fs¶sbm¶p t\m¡n. Rm³ ]Xps¡ Fgpt¶Áp,
I¼nbnÂ ]nSn¨p \n¶p. s]s«¶v GS¯n Fsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨v IqsS Ccp¯n.
" htÃmcpw htÃmw ]dbpw.. CXv \m«p¼pdatÃ GS¯o......." Rm³ Fgpt¶Â¡m³
`mhn¨p.
" Hm...\mSv... \o AhnsS CcnsbSm.... ChÀs¡m¶pw thtd ]WnbntÃ... htÃmw Btbm...
Bcm Bfv... Fs´ms¡bm AdntbXv..."
GS¯n Fsâ sNhnbnÂ s]mdps]mdp¯p. Rm³ annbnÃ. hn CfIn. \m«phgn
Ignªt¸mÄ hfhpw ]pfhpw DÅ tdmUmbn. thKX IqSnbt¸mÄ hnbpsS Nm©m«w
A\pkcn¨v R§fpw BSns¡mncp¶p. ap¼net¯ koÁnÂ ]nSn¨ncpíp¶ Fsâ
Ibvap«v B Nm©m«¯nSbnÂ ]e {]mhiyw GS¯nbpsS DbÀ¶p \nÂ¡p¶ amdnÂ
AaÀ¶psImp. F\nsímcp kpJw. Rm\åw IqSn Ibvap«v hen¨p ]nSn¨p B amdnÂ
sImÅn¨p Xt¶.
" FSm... \o Cu Is¿m¶p amÁntí... htÃmcpw ImWpw... " GS¯n ]dªp. F¶n«v Ibv
]nSn¨p amÁn hbv]n¨p. Rm³ Cfn`y\mbXp t]mse.
F¦nepw Hcpan¨ncp¶pÅ B bm{X \Ã ckIcambncp¶p. C§t\ Ipd¨pIqSn t]mItW
F¶p Rm\min¨p. ]t£ s]s«¶v _Êp R§Ä¡nd§m\pÅ IhebnÂ \n¶p.
R§fnd§n _kv tÌm¸nÂ Im¯p\n¶p. CSív GS¯n ]dªp.
" F{X ]dªmepw \nsâ XteÂ tIdnÃ....samXseSp¡m³ X¶ym \nsâ `mhw...AtÃ..."
" Hm ... GS¯nív FÃmw tXm¶p¶Xm..."
" A§s\bmbmÂ FÃmÀ¡pw \ÃXv..."
At¸mtgípw Hcp _Êp h¶p. Xnc¡ps¦nepw GS¯n AXnÂ Ibdn¸Án.
hmXnÂ¡Â \n¶p ]dªp.
" At¸m h¶n«v ImWmt«m... At½t\ \tÃmWw t\m¡ntímtW.... " GS¯n I¼nbnÂ
Xq§p¶Xp Ip.
_Êv Nodn¸mªp t]mbn, Fsâ {]mW\pw sImv. C\n AXp Xncn¨pIn«pIbnÃ,
Dd¸mbn. AXmWnt¸mÄ AhÀ Ft¶mSv Hcp Xm¡oXv cq]¯nÂ D]tZin¨Xv.
hml\w I®nÂ \n¶p adªt¸mÄ Rm³ FXnÀhit¯íp IS¶v Hcp apdp¡m³
ISbpsS XWÂ ]Án \n¶p, Xncn¨v Bep¦teípÅ _Êpw Im v̄.

Xncn¨p ho«nÂ sN¶ F\nív Ft´m H¶p \ãs¸«Xp t]mse. H¶pw BkzZn¡m\pw
ImWm\pw CÃm¯Xp t]mse. PohnXw iq\yw. H¶n\pw Hcp ]qÀ®X tXm¶nbnÃ.
F¶mÂ ]ntÁ Znhkambt¸mtgípw Fsâ a\Êv F¶nteíp Xt¶ Xncn¨p h¶p.
At¸mÄ GS¯n ]dª hm¡pIÄ Fsâ a\ÊnÂ HmSnsb¯n. Rm³ AhsbÃmw
H¶]{KÙn¨p t\m¡n. Ahkm\w F\níp tXm¶n. GS¯n ]dªXv icnbtÃ.
Ahscsâ tN«sâ `mcy, Rm³ ]pdtI aW¸n¨p \S¡p¶Xv shdpw B`mk¯cw.
AhcXv thtd BtcmsS¦nepw ]dªmÂ... th, tN«\dnªmÂ... tO tamiw, ]ns¶
Xe DbÀ¯n \St¡. GS¯n ]dªt]mse ]TnípI. C\n Hcp ¢mÊnepw
tXmÂ¡m³ ]mSnÃ. _m¡nsbÃmw ]n¶mse. AXymhiyw h¶mÂ hnemkn\nbptÃm.
Fsâ Ct¸mgt¯ Ifn¡q«pImcn. Ahtf hfímw. F¦nepw {ItaW AXpw Hgnhm¡m³
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t\m¡Ww. AsÃ¦nÂ tN«sâ Zp:kz`mhw thcpd¨Xp t]mse Rm\pw Hcp
s]®p]nSnb³ Bbn amdnsb¦ntem.
Rm³ I®mSnbnÂ Fsâ apJ¯nsâ {]Xncq]w t\m¡n. taÂaoiíp I«n sh¨p.
XmSnbnepw tamiaÃm¯ aoi. F¶n«mtWm Rm\o Ip«n¡fn, AXpw GS¯ntbmSv,
ImWním³ t]mbXv. th C\n Rm³ \¶mtb ]Áq. a\Ênepd¨p. BZyw Xt¶ sN¶v
Xd¨p sh¨ncp¶ tX¡ne ]dn¨p Ifªp.
hnemkn\ntb a\:]qdzw ImWp¶nsÃ¶p sh¨p. F¦nepw shÅnbmgvN Bbt¸mÄ a\Êp
]nSím³ XpS§n. \nb{´ním³ Rm³ {ian¨p. si\nbmgvN cmhnte GS¯nbpsS AO³
Ahtc ho«nÂ sImph¶p hn«n«p t]mbn. Rm³ {]tXyIns¨mcp Xmåcyhpw ImWn¨nÃ.
D¨Ignªt¸mÄ AO³ ISbnÂ \n¶pw h¶p. AO\pw A½bpw IqSn thsd Hcp
_Ôp ho«nÂ t]mbn«v s]§fpsS ho«nteíp sNÃpw. G«¯ntbbpw Iq«m³ {ian¨p.
]t£ tN«³ ]dªncp¶p. cm{Xn ISbS¨p h¶n«v cpt]À¡pw IqSn SmIvkn hnfn¨p
t]mImsa¶v. AXpsImv AhÀ IqsS t]mbnÃ. ho«nÂ Rm\pw Ahcpw am{Xw.
D¨Ignªv ]XnhpÅ skmd]d¨nepw Ignªv hnemkn\n t]mbt¸mÄ Rm\pw ]pdtI
IqSn. AhcpsS ]Sníse¯nbt¸mÄ Rm³ ]dªp.
" hntÃ¨ntbmsS\nsímcp skmImcyw ]dbms\mmcp¶p...."
" Mqw... Ft´..?..."
" \msf Rm³ amt{X ho«nsemÅq...."
" A¸w hmkq«³ IeymW¯n\p t]mWntÃ...?.."
" CÃ.. F\nív hoSpImhem... Rm³ ]dªtX... \msf ]Iev hntÃ¨n ho«nteíp
hcWw..."
" F´n\m... hmkq«³ am{Xw HÅ¸w Rm³ hcpt¶... ChnsS ho«nÂ F´p hnNmcnípw..."
" \½¡p Np½m htÃmw ]dªncnímt¶..."
" ]nt¶... Np½m Ccníp¶ Hcmfv... Ft¶s¡mp h¿.. Rm³ hc¯nÃ.. KoX hcmsX
Rm³ C\n At§m«nÃ...."
" Rm³ tN«sâ tjhn§v sksÁms¡ sdUnbm¡n shímw...."
" F´n\m..."
" hntÃ¨osS AhSsams¡... Rm³ \Ã ¢o\m¡n sh«n¯cmw..."
" At¿... Cu hmkq«s\mcpfp¸pw CtÃy... C§s\ ]dbm³...."
" F\nsí´n\m Dfp¸v... Rm³ ImWm¯sXm¶pw hntÃ¨n¡nÃtÃm...."
" CÃ... Rm³ hc¯nÃ...." hnemkn\n \nÊwibw Xebm«n. Fsâ `mjbpw `mhhpw amdn.
" Hm... C¸w, KoXtamfp hnfn¨mte hcs¯mÅmcnípw..."
" tM.. KoX tamtfm..." hnemkn\n tNmZn¨p.
" B... sNekabt¯ hntÃ¨osS Fsâ KoXtamttttfs¶mÅ hnfn tI«mev....
As§meníphÃmcpt¶m..."
" Rm\§s\ KotX hnfn¨n«nÃ...."
" CtÃ..?.. Ht¶mÀ¯p t\m¡ntb... Fsâ KoX tamttttf... \o anSp¡nbmSoooo... A§s\
sN¿v C§s\ sN¿v... F¶pw ]dªv I®S¨ncp¶v kpJn¨Xv.... I®S¨ncp¶v ]mep
IpSn¨m aÁptÅmcv ImW¯nsÃ¶m ]qt¨sS hnNmcw...."
hntÃ¨n H¶p sR«n. ]ns¶ `b¶ t]mse tNmZn¨p.
" At¿m... A¸w .. \obsX§s\ Ip...."
" FÃmw ImWp¶h\m Cu hmkq«³... hmkq«s\ Hfns¨mcmfpw ChnsS H¶pw
sN¿¯nÃ....."
" Fsâ s]m¶p hmkq«m... \o CXmtcmSpw ]dbtÃ... R§sS am\w t]mIpw... H¶qtÃepw
KoX \ntâ«¯nbtÃ... Rm³ \nsâ...." AhÄ \nÀ¯n.
" hntÃ¨n Fsâ... Fsâ.. Iq«pImcn F¶p sht¨m... A¸w... hcpthm... AtXm.. Rm³
Fsâ Iq«pImtcmSpw IqSn ]dªv cknítWm..." Rm³ `ojWn apg¡n.
" hmkq«³ F´p ]dªmepw Rm³ hc¯nÃ... F\níp t]Snbm... Ifn¨v Ifn¨v
Imcymbm... Xq§n N¯m aXn...."
" hmkq«t\ t]Sntí... A[nIw aq¯m... hnemkn\ntb Rm\§p sI«pw... Rm³
sI«mdmsb¶v KotX«¯n t]mepw ]dªp....hntÃ¨ow ]dªntÃ Fs¶ CãamsW¶v...."
Rm³ KatbmsS \n¶p.
" F¦nÂ sI«nbn«p aXn... sNc¸pw... Ifosams¡..." AhÄ \mWt¯msS \n¶mSn.
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" F¶mepw ... hcqt¶... Hcp ckw... \msfbmIp¼w Bcpw Adnb¯nÃ... hntÃ¨ntb
A¶t¯¡mfpw Rm³ kpJn¸n¨p Xcmw... H¶qtÃepw Rm³ HcmWtÃ...
G«¯ntbt¸mse s]®ÃtÃm..."
" AXpsImm Rm³ hcnÃm¶p ]dªXv... ]ns¶.... FSm, \o AXdnªq¶p
KoXídnbmtam..." hnemkn\n sXÃc¼ct¸msS tNmZn¨p.
" Cu hntÃ¨n anbm.... GS¯n Adnªm¸ns¶ C\nsbs´¦nepw F\níp ImWm³
]Ápthm... F¶mepw \¶mbncp¶p A¶s¯ ]cn]mSn tIt«m...AXnt\¡mfpw
kckambn«v \½¡p cknímw... Rm³ \msf Im¯ncnípw...." Rm³ Xncnªp \S¶p.
" hmkq«m...\S¡ptIe... Rm³ hc¯nÃ tIt«m..."
" hc... Rm\n¸¯t¶ Iept¦tem«p t]mIphm... si\nbmgv¨bmbXpsImv FÃm
Ah·mcpw C¸w F¯n¡mWpw....." Rm³ ]Xps¡ \S¶p.
" hmkq«m .. H¶p \nt¶..." hnemkn\n HmSn h¶p.
" Ft´...?.."
" KotXw tN«\pw F¸gm t]mIpt¶....?..."
" Ahcn¶p cm{Xn Xt¶ t]mIpw...."
" Mqw..."
H¶p aqfns¡mv hncepw ISn¨v, Xebpw Ip\n¨v, HcmtemN\tbmsS kz]v\¯nse¶
t]mse hnemkn\n Xncn¨p ho«nteíp \S¶p. hnPbmËmZt¯msS Rm\pw NmSn¨mSn
Fsâ ho«nteíp Xncn¨p Ibdn.
hmXnÂ¡Â Xt¶ \nÂ¡p¶p GS¯n. Ft¶¡bpSt\ B apJs¯mcp KqÍkvanXw
" F´mcp¶p... sImtd t\cmbtÃm... cpw IqsS Hcp shey KqVmtemNt\w
hm¡pXÀt¡msams¡...?... "
F\níp tZjyw h¶p. H¶p anm\pw IqSn Chcp k½Xní¯nÃtÃm.
" AtX... djy Hcm¬]«ot\w s]¬]«ot\w IqSn _lncmImit¯íp hnSp¶p...." Rm³
Ifnbm¡n ]dªp.
" AXn\p \n§s¡´m... C{X BtemNním\pw XÀ¡n¡m\pw Ccníp¶Xv...?.."
" B... ]«nIfp th Imtfw ]iqw aXnsb¶v Rm³... ]«nIfp aXo¶hfpw.... F´m...
aXntbm..."
" ]t£, Fsâ Hcp A`n{]mbw ]dªm... tam³ s]W§pthm...." GS¯n
]cnlmk¯nÂ Xt¶.
" Zbhmbn Ct§ms«gps¶Ån¨mepw..." Rm\pw hn«psImSp¯nÃ.
" \msf R§fmcpw ChnSnÃm¯ kab v̄... \n§fp cp t]cpw IqsS ChnsS hÃ
tdm¡Áp ]co£tWmw \S¯nbmev..."
" \S¯nbmse´m... AXp R§sS kuIcyw......"
" AÃ kq£n¨ntÃÂ... sNe¸w ]«nIfp hent¨mp \S¡p¶ t]mse cpw IqsS
\m«pImcpsS ap¼nÂ IqsS hent¨mp \St¡n hcpw... At¶cw... ImfaXnbmcp¶p
F¶p ]dªm Imcyw \S¡¯nÃ....AtXmp ]dªXm..."
" Hm.. kq£nt¨mfmth..... GXmbmepw... Rm³ ChnsSbmcptSw s]mdt¯m«p
ImfIfním³ h¶nÃtÃm.... "
" h¶mepw \S¡¯panÃ...."
" Hm, HtÃm, kz´mbns«mcp Imf... Np½mXÃ... F¶pw ImfIfn Xt¶
hn[n¨ncnípt¶..."
" Hm, AXp Rm\§p kln¨p......"
" AtX... a\Êp \¶mIWw... ]«ntbm«p ]pÃp Xn¶ptIanÃ...F¶m Ft¶sbm«p
Xn¶m\pw hnS¯nsÃ¶p ]dªm... AtÃ... Rm\dnbmªn«p tNmZníym.... C¸w
GS¯nsb´n\m Fsâ s]mdtI \S¡pt¶.... Rm\n\n GS¯ntb ieyw sN¿m³
hc¯nÃ.... AdnhnÃmbvasImp A¶§s\ a\Ênsemcp tXm¶semmbnt¸mbXm...
C\nbn¸w sh¨p \o«nbmepw Rm³ Xncnªp t\m¡¯nÃ... A¸¸nt¶... R§tf A§p
shdptX hn«pIqtS....?.."
" Rm\mtcw ieyw sN¿m³ ]dªXÃ.... \nsâsbms¡ sKmW¯n\p thn ]dªXm...
B ]mhw s]®p hgnbm[mcamImXncním\pw IqsS...."
tXmÂhn k½Xn¨ t]mse GS¯n ASp¡fbnteíp Ibdn. Rm³ ]pdtI sN¶p.
" AtÃ... F¶p sXmS§n... B hnemkn\ns¸®nt\mSn{X Aenhv....?.. t\ct¯ Hcp
Zp:ÈIp\w t]memcp¶tÃm...."
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" AsXsâ Imcyw... \obX§p hn«pIf..."
" F\ní§p hn«pIfbm³ ]Ápthm... cpw IqsS Ifn¨pIfn¨v s]md¯p htÃmcpw
Adnªmte... am\w t]mIp¶Xo hoSnsâbm.... C¸¯t¶....Hcp tN«sâ kÂKpWw
sImp \mdns¡S¡phm..."
" tN«sâ F´p kÂKpWw...?..."
GS¯nbpsS B tNmZyw Rm³ tI«Xmbn `mhn¨nÃ. Rm³ XpSÀ¶p.
" cntâw Ifn aq¯v G«¯nípw AtX kz`mhw hcmncp¶m \n§¡p Xt¶ \ÃXv...."
Rm\pw Xncns¨mcp Xm¡oXv \ÂIn.
" F\nsí´p kz`mthm¶m \o ]dªp hcpt¶....?.."
" th th... IqSpXep hniZoIcWw th... CsXm¶pw Bcpw Adnbp¶nÃm¶p
IcpXcpXv..."
Rm\nd§n shfnbnteíp t]mbn. Ft¶ t\m¡n GS¯n \nÂ¡p¶ps¶v
F\nídnbmambncp¶p.
cm{Xn F«p aWnbmbt¸mÄ tN«³ h¶p. GS¯n t\ct¯ Xt¶ Hcp§n
\nÂ¡pIbmbncp¶p. ]dªpsh¨ Po¸p ImWm¯Xp sImv Ft¶mSp IhebnÂ
t]mbn H¶p sXc¡m³ ]dªp. F\níp aSn, Ccp«¯p shfnbnÂ t]mIm³. ag¡mdpw
tImfpw CSnbpsams¡ DÅXpsImv B t]Snbpmbncp¶p.
" Ah³ hcpw tN«m... ]dªXtÃ... Cu Ccp« v̄.... AXpw agt¡mfpw CSow... " Rm³
H¶p henªp.
" \mWanÃtÃmSm... Ft¶¡mfpw hey HcmWmbn... F¶n«pw t]SnbmWt{X... t]mbn...
hnfnt¨mp hmSm..."
tN«³ Ft¶ hnc«n. Rm³ tSmÀ¨psaSp v̄ a\ÊnÃma\tÊmsS Ihebnteíp \S¶p.
Iptd \S¶t¸mÄ t]Snsbms¡ Ft§m t]mbnadªp.
IhebnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ Hcp apdp¡m³IS am{Xw dm´ensâ shfn¨¯nÂ Xpd¶ncp¸pv.
Idâp t\ct¯ t]mbncp¶p. IhebnÂ F§pw Ccp«p am{Xw. Rm³ Po¸nt\¸Án
At\zjn¨p. Bsctbm sImphnSm³ ASp¯phtc t]mbncníymWt{X. Ct¸mÄ hcpw.
Rm³ Im¯p \n¶p. GXmv AcaWn¡qdp Ignªt¸mÄ Po¸p h¶p. R§Ä
ho«nteíp Xncn¨p. hoSn\Sp¯pÅ CShgnbnÂ Po¸n«p. Rm³ ho«nteíp tIdns¨¶p.
]pd¯mscbpw InÃ. tN«sâ apdnbnÂ sN¶p. IXIS¨ncníp¶p. AI¯p \n¶pw
ASnbpsSbpw aÂ¸nSp¯¯ntâbpw iÐw t]mse. GS¯nbpsS AaÀ¯nbpÅ
Ic¨nepw. Fsâ a\ÊnÂ thhemXnbmbn. Aåt\cw Im¯p \n¶n«v Rm³ IXInÂ X«n
hnfn¨p.
" tN«m... tN«m... Po¸p h¶p....."
AIt¯ _lfw s]s«¶p \n¶p. AÂ¸w Ignªt¸mÄ hmXnÂ Xpd¶v tN«³
shfnbnÂ h¶p, kwlmccp{Zt\t¸mse. as®®hnf¡nsâ shfn¨¯nÂ B apJw H¶p
IqSn Nph¶ncníp¶p. C{Xbpw tZjy¯nÂ Rm³ tN«t\ Npcp¡amtb In«pÅp.
shfnbnend§nb tN«³ apdnbpsS IXIS¨v HmSm¼en«p. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" Rm³ \msf hcp¶htc... Cu IXIp Xpd¡pthm... Ah¡p ]¨shÅw sImSp¡pthm
sNbvXp t]mIcpXv... a\ÊnemtbmSm..." H¸w Fsâ Xesímcp Ingp¡pw.
" At¸m .... apÅm\pw.....Xqdm...." Rm³ \n¶p hn¡n.
" AI¯p hr¯ntISp Im«nbm... Ahtfs¡mp Rm³ XoÁnípw... \obpw
kq£nt¨m...]dªXv tIt«mSm...."
" Duw..." Rm³ `b¶p aqfnt¸mbn.
Fsâ I¿nÂ \n¶pw tSmÀ¨pw ]nSn¨p hm§n G«³ Ccp«nend§n \S¶p. CSíp
GS¯ntb sXdnhnfnípIbpw sN¿p¶pv.
" AhsS Al¦mcw... ]«n¡gpthdS tamfv..."
Rm³ A´n¨p \n¶p. ]ns¶ ]pd¯nd§n t\m¡n. Po¸nsâ shfn¨w AI¶I¶p
t]mIp¶p.
Aåt\cw Rm³ Im¯p \n¶p. ]ns¶ AI¯p Ibdn hmXneS¨p IpÁnbn«p.
GS¯nbpsS apdnbpsS HmSm¼seSp¯p. Fsâ Is¿m¶p hnds¨¦nepw a\ÊnÂ Hcp
ss[cysams¡ h¶p. tN«³ sIm¶me§p sImÃt«. F¦nepw GS¯nsb D]Zhn¨p
F¶dnªt¸mÄ a\ÊnÂ Hcp \oÁÂ, Hcp hnjaw. Rm³ IXIp sasÃ Xpd¶p t\m¡n.
tai¸pd¯ncníp¶ dm´ensâ shfn¨¯nÂ Rm³ hnizkním\mhm¯ Imgv¨bmWp
IXv. BZyw F\níp ]nSnIn«nbnÃ. I«nensâ ImenÂNmcn \ne v̄ HcpImÂ aS¡n,
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ImÂap«nÂ Ibvap«q¶n, B I¿nÂ XebpwXm§n atÁIbv ]pdtIm«p Ip¯n
hn§n¡cbp¶ GS¯n. Fsâ DsÅm\p Imfn. Rm³ AdnbmsX thKw sN¶v IXIS¨v
km£bn«p. ]ns¶ dm´seSp v̄ Xncn\o«n AXpambn GS¯nbpsS ASp¯p sN¶p.
AhcpsS AcípXmsg ]cn]qÀ® \áw. XpSIÄ AI¯n Ip¯nbncp¶Xp sImv
¢o³tjhp sNbvX XSn¨ kmam\w Xpd¶ncp¶p. ho«nÂ t]mbt¸mÄ \¶mbn sNc¨p
shfp¸n¨ncníp¶p. AXnsâ Xpd¶ncp¶ hnÅepIfnÂ shÅ]uUÀ I«nbmbn \\ªp
]nSn¨ncníp¶Xp ImWmambncp¶p. t]mIms\mcp§nbt¸mÄ ]uUdp hmcn FÃm
aS¡nepw ]qinbXmbncnípw. »ukpw {_mbpw Xpd¶p InS¡p¶p. XpÅn¯pfp¼n
Xmtgíp t\m¡p¶ Idp¯ sR«pIfpambn B apeIÄ. cntâbpw CSbnÂ ]uUÀ
\¶mbn ]qinbn«pv. I£w tjhp sNbvXn«nÃ. ]qSIÄ¡nSbnÂ ]uUdnsâ shfp¸p
\¶mbn ImWmw. ImWmhp¶ I£¯nÂ \n¶pw Idp¯p \o ]qSIÄ Aekambn
\op \n¶p. HÁ t\m«¯nÂ Rm\n{Xbpw {i²ns¨¦nepw B ImgvNIsfm¶pw F¶nÂ
Imaw DWÀ¯nbnÃ. Ft¶ It¸mÄ AhÀ s\Án Xm§nbncp¶ Ibv\o«n I«nenÂ
InS¶ tXmÀs¯Sp¯v aSnbnteín«p. tXmÀ v̄ Ae£yambn InS¶XÃmsX Xpd¶ncp¶
B amÀ_nÄ¸qdp adªnÃ. Rm³ AXp t\m¡m³ t]mbnÃ. hnf¡pbÀ¯n NpÁpw
t\m¡n. t]mIm³ thn DSp¯ kmcn I«nenÂ InS¡p¶p. ]mhmS Aåw amdn \ne¯v.
shfnbnÂ t]mIp¼gpSp¡p¶XmImw, Hcp NcSpÅ Nph¶ AÀshbÀ t]mse H¶v B
]mhmSbpsS ASp¯p InS¡p¶p. tN«tâXÃ AsXs¶\n¡dnbmw. Rm³
thhemXntbmsS tNmZn¨p.
" GS¯o... F´m ]Ántb... F´pmbn....?..."
D¯cw Ic¨nÂ am{Xw.
Rm³ AhcpsS s\Án Xm§nb Ibv ]nSn¨pamÁm³ t\m¡n. ]ns¶ apJt¯íp
kq£n¨p t\m¡n. tM.. GS¯nbpsS IShmbnÂ \n¶pw càw Heníp¶p. dm´ensâ
shfn¨¯nepw Ihnft¯ XnWÀ¯ ]mSp hyàambn¡mWmw. F\nípw k¦Sw h¶p.
Icbp¶ iÐ¯nÂ Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" F´p ]Án... Fsâ GS¯nbtÃ... ]d... F´m Dmtb..."
Rm³ B XmSn ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n AenthmsS tNmZn¨p. Fsât\sc t\m¡n IcªXÃmsX,
AhÀ annbnÃ. I®ocpw tNmcbpw IeÀ¶v B XmSnbnÂ IqsS HgpIn. aSnbnÂ InS¶
tXmÀs¯Sp¯v Rm³ B Nndnbnte tNmc XpS¨p. ]ns¶ NpÁp]mSpw t\m¡n. F´p
sN¿Ww Fs¶\n¡p ]nSnIn«nbnÃ. tNmZy¯ns\m¶n\pw D¯canÃ hn§n¡c¨nÂ
am{Xw.
" Fgpt¶¡v.. GS¯o..." Rm³ I£¯nÂ I¿n«v Ahtc ]nSn¨p s]m¡m³ t\m¡n.
" lm... " Hcp hiw sNcnªv thZ\sIms¶ t]mse AhÀ ]pfªp.
" tN«³ H¯ncn XÃntbm... F´n\m XÃntb... s]md v̄ CSnt¨m... Fsâ tXhtc...
Rms\´m Cu¡mWtW..."
Rm³ GS¯nbpsS ]pd v̄ XShn. AhÀ thZ\níp¶Xp t]mse A\§n. ]ns¶ Rm³
t\m¡nbnÃ. dm´epambn ASp¡fbnteíp t]mbn. ]pdt¯ lmfnÂ Ccp¶
hnfs¡Sp¯v apdnbnÂ tai¸pd¯p sh¨p, ]mhw, Ccp«¯ncnítÃm.
ASp¡fbntetímSns¨¶ Rm³ AWbmdmbncp¶ ASp¸qXn A¯n¨p. ]pIsImv
Rm³ hn¡n. agíp ap¼pÅ XWp¯ ImÁv A´co£t¯ XWp¸n¨Xp sImv Xo
]nSním³ Xmakn¨p. Hcp ]m{X¯nÂ shÅw Xnf¸n¨v Xm§n¸nSn¨v apdnbnÂ sImp
sN¶p. ÌqÄ I«nent\mSSp¸n¨n«p. Aeamc Xpd¶v Ae¡nb Hcp tXmÀ¯p
X¸nsbSp¯p. FÃmw Xbmdm¡n. dm´Â FSp¯v ASp¯p sh¨p. At¸mtgípw Ic¨nÂ
HXp§n shdpw G§eSnbmbn amdnbncp¶p. sIm¨p Ip«nItf t]mse AhÀ
G§eSníp¶Xp It¸mÄ F\níp thZ\ tXm¶n, klXm]hpw. ]mhamWo kv{Xo,
Rm³ t]mepw hm¡pIÄ sImpw {]hÀ¯nsImpw F´p am{Xw Chtc thZ\n¸n¨p.
Zm Ct¸mÄ `À¯mhp imcocnIambpw.
" hm FWoív GS¯n... Cu I«ntetem«v sIS¡v... NqSp ]nSnímw... FhnsSsbms¡bm
thZt\¶v ]dªm aXn..." F¶n«pw Ahc\§nbnÃ.
Rm³ sN¶p. _eambn B I£¯nÂ ]nSn¨p s]m¡n. GXmv Fsâ `mcw
Xs¶bpmhpw GS¯nípw. AhÀ XfÀ¶v Fsâ s\©nteíp Nmcn B IÃ³apeIÄ
Fsâ s\©¯v AaÀ¶p sRcp§pt¼mgpw kpJt¯¡mtfsd klXm]ambncp¶p
Fsâ a\ÊnÂ. Rm\htc Xm§n I«nenÂ Ccp¯n ]ns¶ ]pd¯v IbvtNÀ¯v sasÃ
I«nenÂ InS¯n. Xm³ ]cn]qÀ® \ábmsWt¶m, `À¯mhnsâ A\pP³ Xsâ

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t



clky`mK§Ä ImWp¶psht¶m H¶pw Ahccnbp¶ a«nÃ. XfÀ¶v ImepwIh¨v
InS¡p¶ AhcpsS shfp¯ clky¸qhv Ft¶ t\m¡n hnfdn¨ncn¨p. sNc¨p
¢o\m¡nbmXpsImv FÃmw hyàambn ImWmw. Ioden\pÅnÂ taÂ`mK v̄ sNdnb
N¡¨pf t]mse I´nsâ taÂ`mKw XÅn \n¶ncp¶p. H¶p t\m¡n IXn\p tijw
Rm³ Xmsg hoW tXmÀs¯Sp¯v AhcpsS Acíp tate C«v Ih¡nS ad¨p. AhÀ
Ft¶Xt¶ I®naímsX t\m¡n InS¶p. Igp¯nteíp \o§nb {_m hen¨v Rm\m
Icps¸«n apeIÄ aqSm³ {ian¨p. Igp¯nsâ aS¡nÂ AhcpsS Xmename InS¶p
Xnf§n. Rms\´p sNbvXn«pw, AhÀ Hcp sNdphncÂ t]mepw A\¡nbnÃ. Aåw ]c¶v
sNs´§nsâ IcnípIÄ amXncn sR«pIfpw ImWn¨p InS¡p¶ B apeIÄ Ft¶
sXsÃm¶p ]Xdn¨p. »ukv hen¨v In«nb Hcp lq¡n«v Rm³ B apeItf `mKnIambn
ad¨p. sR«pIfpw ]¸Sh«¯nepÅ ape¡®pIfpw adªt¸mÄ Xt¶ ]IpXn
Bizmkw. t\m¡nbncnípt¼mÄ Fsâ \nb{´Ww hnSm³ ]ÁnÃtÃm, GXmbmepw
Rm\pw Hcp ]pcpj\tÃ.
Rm³ AhcpsS AcnInembn I«nenÂ Ccp¶v XpWn shÅ¯nÂ ap¡n. BZyw IhnfnÂ
sasÃ NqSp ]nSn¨p. At¸mÄ AhÀ lm Fs¶m¶p iÐn¨p. AXn\p tijw FhnsS
thWw Fs¶\n¡dnbnÃ. Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" FhnsSsbms¡bm thZ\ Fs¶m¶p ]d Fsâ GS¯n... NqSp ]nSn¨mÂ \mft¯ív
FÃmw t]mIpw..."
\niÐambn \ndsªmgpIp¶ I®pItfmsS AhÀ AhcpsS Dchpw IbvIfpw ImWn¨p.
Rm³ dm´seSp¯v ASp¸n¨p ]nSn¨p t\m¡n. cp IbvIfptSbpw apIÄ `mK v̄
Fs´ms¡tbm ]mSpIÄ. AhnsS amdn amdn NqSp shíp¶Xn\nSbnÂ Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" F´m Dmsb¶p ]d... a\ÊnÂ sht¨mncnímsX... "
" F¶mepw... F¶mepw... Fsâ... hmkp¡p«m...." AhÀ hopw Icbm³ XpS§n.
" F´m Fsâ GS¯o... IcbmsX... "
" s\\s¡t¶mSn{X IcptWw Ctãmw Hs¶v...." AhÀ¡p ]qÀ¯nbm¡m³ IgnªnÃ.
hopw hn§n¡cbm³ XpS§n. aq¡p NoÁn tZl¯p InS¶ tXmÀ¯nÂ XpS¨p.
" sÈ... AXns\´m... A\nb\tÃ Rm³...F\ntí«¯ntb shdp¡m³ ]Ápthm... AXp
t]ms« F´m Dmtb... ]d... C\n FhnsSbm thZ\...?.."
Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" FÃmS¯psamv...."
" tM.. AsX¶m XÃm XÃntb.... Zpã³... F´n\m XÃp sImÅm³ t]mtb... `À¯mhnsâ
B{Klw A§p km[n¨p sImSp¯m t]mcmcpt¶m...?.."
" ]ns¶ Fsâ B{Klw... \m«pImcv km[n¨p Xcpthm......."
AhÀ hopw Icªp. ]ns¶ s\©pw hbdpw hi§fpw FÃmw sXm«p ImWn¨p.
AhnsSsbms¡ Rm³ XpWnap¡n NqSp ]nSn¨p. shÅ¯nsâ NqSp Ipdªt¸mÄ
hopw ASp¡fbnÂ t]mbn NqSm¡ns¡mp h¶p.
hbdnÂ sXm«p ImWn¨n«v AhÀ tXmÀs¯Sp¯p amÁn. F¶n«v kmam\¯nsâ
sXm«papIfnÂ {XntImW¯nÂ htc sXm«pImWn¨p. AhnsS B ]«pt]met¯
{XntImW¯nÂ Ft´m Hcp Nph¶ ]mSv Gt¦mWn¨p InS¡p¶p. Rm\XnÂ H¶p
hnctemSn¨t¸mÄ AhÀ thZ\ sImmIpw apJw Npfn¨p. \mWw Ahtc hn«pt]mbXp
t]mse. Rm³ H«pw aSnímsX FÃmbnS¯pw NqSp sh¨p. AhcpsS Ifn¯«nÂ htc
Rm³ XpWnsImsm¸n. AhnsS NqSSn¨t¸mÄ AhÀ I®pIfS¨v iviviv F¶p iÐn¨p.
Rm\Xnibn¨pt]mbn, F¦nepw Ih¡nSbnÂ HfnªaÀ¶pInS¡p¶ AhcpsS
kmam\¯nÂ F§s\bm ASnsImXv ! ]pdw XpSIfnÂ icnípw ASntbÁn«pv.
" F¶mepw Fsâ GS¯o... F´m Ct{Xw _lf¯n\p ImcWw.. H¶p ]dªp
sXmeív.... Mm, C\n Xncnªp sIS¡v...."
Xncnªp sIS¡m³ Rm\pw Ahtc klmbn¨p. Iangv¶p InS¶ AhcpsS »ukv
Igp¯phtc Rm³ XÅntIÁn sh¨p. ]ns¶ apXpInepw, sIm¨p kly]ÀhX§Ä
t]mse DbÀ¶p \n¶ B IpnIfnepw Rm³ NqSp sh¨p. ]ns¶ Xncn¨p InS¯n. ]gb
]Sn aeÀ¶pInS¶t¸mÄ Rm³ Xs¶ tXmÀs¯Sp¯v AhcpsS Kply`mKw aqSn. B
XpSIsfm¶I¶t¸mÄ AhcpsS Ih¡nSbnte aWw Fsâ aq¡neSn¨p. a\Êp
N©eamIpsa¶p tXm¶nbt¸mÄ Rm³ AhcnÂ \n¶pw apJw Xncn¨p. ]m{XsaSp v̄
ASp¡fbnÂ sImpsh¨p. Xncn¨p h¶n«p ]dªp.
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" Ft¶mSp ]dbm³ ]ÁnsÃ¦nÂ th... ]db... sISs¶md§ntím.... C¯ncn
Ignbp¼w thZ\ t]mIpw. CtÃÂ GsX¦nepw ssXew s]c«n¯cmw.."
Rm³ Xncnªp \S¶p.
" hmkq«m...."
" Ft´... " Rm³ Xncnªp \n¶p.
" Ct§m«p ht¶.. ChnSncnív...."
" F´n\m...?.."
" F\nín\n Cu ho«nÂ \o am{Xta DÅp icWw... "
" Rm³ Xt¶bÃtÃm... At½w AO\pw Hs¡ CtÃ..."
" Mqw... ChnSncn... s\\¡dnbtWm... ImcWw...?..."
" \nÀ_tÔm¶panÃ..."
Zqsc \n¶pw Nmdn hcp¶ agbpsS iÐw.
" F¶mepw \o ChnSncnív... AtÃÂ th... ChnsS Fsâ IqsSs¡S¡v..."
" AXp th... "
" F´mSm ....Ft¶ \obpw ..shdpt¯m..."
" AtXmÃ... shdpsX F´n\m a\pjyt\ NqSm¡pt¶... "
" CsÃSm... \o C¸w A§s\ NqSmI¯nsÃ¶v F\n¡v a\ÊnemsbSm..." ]ns¶ Rm³
AhcpsS AcnInÂ Ccp¶p. AhÀ Fsâ apJw ]nSn¨v Xmgv¯n Fsâ s\ÁnbnÂ
Npw_n¨n«v hnXp¼n.
" Fsâ tam³ H¯ncn _p²nap«n... ChnsS ... GS¯osS IqsSs¡S¡v...."
AhÀ Aåw \o§n¡nS¶p. \o§nbt¸mÄ AhÀ lmhq Fs¶m¶p D¨cn¨p. thZ\
t]mbnsÃ¶p a\Ênembn.
AhcpsS Ibv¯nteív Fsâ Xe tIÁnsh¨v B IbvsImv Fsâ IhnfnÂ
XtemSn.
Rm³ a\kp sImv {]mÀ°n¨p. F\níp \nb{´Ww hnScptX F¶v. ]ns¶ F´n\p
Rm³ AhcpsS IqsS¡nS¶p. AXnsâ D¯cw F\nín¶pw Adnªp IqSm.
" t]mIms\mcp§n \n¶¸w... Ft¶mSp.... henb Cãw... ]ns¶ ]Xps¡ ]dªp... " AhÀ
XpS§n.
" F´p ]dªp..."
" \o t]mtb¸ns¶ ]ªw InS¡phÃmcpt¶m... ]pds¸Spt¶\p ap¼v... H¶v... At¶cw
Rm³ ]dªp.. ]gbXpt]memsW¦n...... shdptX kmcow XpWow Npfníms\s¶s¡mp
]Á¯nÃm¶v..."
" Mqw..." Rm³ aeÀ¶p InS¶p aqfn.
" lm... Ibv thZ\níp¶p tamt\..." AhÀ Ibv Fsâ Xe¡SnbnÂ \n¶pw FSp¯p.
]ns¶ ]Wns¸«v Fsâ t\tc sNcnªp InS¶p. At¸mÄ Rm³
Fgpt¶Â¡ms\mcp§n.
" \o t]Snt¡sSm... \nt¶ H¶pw sN¿m³ t]mWnÃ Rm³.... F\nsímcp _e¯n\p
\ns¶ sXms«t¶bpÅp....."
sNcnªp InS¶t¸mÄ B apeIÄ Fsâ s\©nteíp hoWp. Xpfp¼nb hbdnsâ
NqsSsâ hbdnsâ AcnIneSn¨p. B NpSp\nizmkw Fsâ apJ¯Sn¨p. Ahscsâ
s\©nÂ ssIsh¨p InS¶p. Fsâ Acs¡«nÂ Hcp Ne\w. Rm³ Iment·Â Imep
tIÁn sh¨v DWcm³ sh¼nb Kpemt\ Ih¡nSbnÂ ep¦n Iq«n AaÀ¯n sh¨p.
" XpWnsbÃmw ]dn¨p Ignª¸w ... A¶p \o I t]mse Rm³ Ip\nªp \níWw...
At¶cw ....F\nív DÅnencn¸v ]nSnIn«n...... Rm³ ]dªp ]ÁnÃm¶v... C{Xbpw Imew ...
Cu \mWw sI« ]Wníp Rm³ k½Xn¨p....C\n...." AhÀ G§n¡cªp.
" ]nt¶ Ft¶ Ip\n¨p \nÀ¯Ww... ]nSnhenbmbn... Ft´m F\nípw hmin tIdn....
N¯mepw Rm³ C\n k½Xní¯nsÃ¶p ]dªt¸m...."
AhcpsS Ic¨nen\p iàn IqSn. ]t£ ]pd¯v agbpsS iàn Ipdªp. sNdnb
tXmXnÂ CSnsh«p¶ apg¡w.
Fsâ Ip®bpsS iàn Ipdªp. Rm\pw Aåw sNcnªp InS¶p.
" IcbmsXsâ G«¯o... FÃmw IgnªntÃ... F¶n«v...?.."
" F¶n«v... Fsâ IcW¯v BªSn¨p.... sXdow ]dtªmv.... "
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Rm³ Fsâ I¿pbÀ¯n AhcpsS I®p\oÀ XpSím³ {ian¨p. At¸mÄ Ic¨nensâ
hopw iàn IqSn. Fsâbpw I®p \ndªp. F\nípw a\ÊnÂ \n¶pw Ft´m XnI«n
hcp¶ t]mse. F\nípw Ic¨nÂ h¶p. AXn\nSbnÂ IcªpsImhÀ XpSÀ¶p.
" Rm\pw hnfn¨pIqhn.... XÃns¡mt¶m... F¦nÂ ]ns¶ .....F\nío .....\mdn¯cw.....
klntítÃm...F¶v... At¶cw Atc sIS¶ ....s_ÂÁqcn...Ft¶ Xe§pw....
she§pw... ASn¨p..... Icsª¦nepw Rm³... FÃmw kln¨p... At¶cw F´m
]dªsXt¶m... F\níp \nsâ ...atÁXp H«pw ...thsSo... Fsâ X´ípw XÅípw
hnfn¨p.... \nt¶w ... sXdn ]dªp... Rm\¶v HcníÂ ... \nsâ t]cp
]dªXn\mcp¶p......."
" Mm... Rm\¶p I«nensâ Iotg IS¶p tI«XtÃ... " Rm\pw aq¡p ]ngnªp sImp
]dªp.
" F\nív ASntb¡mfpw thZ\ tXm¶nbXv.... Ft¶w \nt¶w tNÀ v̄ ... AhcmXw ...
Rm³ a\Êdnbm¯ Imcyw ]dªt¸mgm...."
" AXp ]dtªms«... kwibw sImm... kmceym .... "
" AXp tI«¸w Rm³ Xncnªp \n¶p.... a\ÊdnbmsX AhcmXw ]dbcpsX¶p Ibv
Nqn ]dªp... At¶cw.....Ft¶ ]nt¶w XÃn. FhnsStbm Hcp Nhn«pw X¶p.
At¶cm... \o ap«nbXv....CtÃÂ AXnbm³....Ft¶ sImt¶t\... " AhÀ hn§n¡cªp.
Fsâ DÅnÂ tcmjw Xnf¨p s]m§n. B ]¨s_ÂÁnÂ Iptd Ccp¼p IjW§fpv,
AXnsâ HcSn sImmÂ amwkw \pdp§pw, I®nt¨mcbnÃm¯ Zpã³. shdptXbÃ
kmam\¯nepw sXmtSepw It¿epsamt¡ ASn sImXv, s_ÂÁp ]pfªp sImp
ImWpw. ]mhw F´p thZ\ kln¨p.
" ]mc¡me³... F{X sX§n\n«v CSnsh«p¶p.... CbmsS XteÂ..." Rm\dnbmsX
]dªp t]mbn. A{Xív F\nív GS¯ntbmSp klXm]hpw kvt\lhpw At¸mÄ
tXm¶nbncp¶p.
" th....tamt\.... FÃmw tamfnencp¶v Cuizc³ ImWp¶ptÃm.. At§cv Hcp \Ã hgn
ImWn¨p sImSp¡pw... Fs¶¦nepw... " Ahscsâ hms]m¯n. ]ns¶ G§n¡cªp.
I®p\ocp sImssâ s\©p \\ªp.
Aåt\cw Ignªt¸mÄ R§fpsS Ic¨nsemXp§n. Rm³ Fgpt¶Áp I«nencp¶p.
" hmkq«m... \o ]dsbSm... C\n Rms\´n\p PohníWw... BÀ¡p thn...."
" A§s\ ]dbcpXv... FÃmw t\scbmIpw... tN«³ \Ãh\mIpw... Fsâ GS¯n A{X
\Ãhfm...."
" BÀ¡pw thm¯ Cu XSow sImv C\n F\níp PohntísSm...." AhÀ hopw
G§eSn¨p.
" kmcanÃ IcbmsX... " Rm³ B IhnfnÂ XgpIn Bizkn¸n¨p. hncepIÄ sImv
I®p\oÀ XpS¨p. Ipd¨p \nanj§Ä A§s\ \niÐambn IS¶p t]mbn. Ahkm\w
AhÀ hnfn¨p. Fsâ hncepIÄ bm{´nIambn AhcpsS IhnfnÂ Xgps¡mncp¶p.
" hmkq«m..."
" ]d.. G«¯o..." AhÀ I«nenÂ Fgpt¶Áncp¶p. At¸mÄ Rm³ I«nenÂ \n¶pw
Xmsgbnd§n.
" \o F{X Imew sImXn¨Xm... Ft¶.... Cu icocw H¶p sXmSm³ \o... X]Êp
sNbvXntÃ.... C¸w ....thtW.. \o... FSpt¯m.....H¶qtÃepw ....\o Ft¶mSv
ImWnípt¶\v.... Hcp \µnsb¦nepw BIqtÃm....\o... FSpt¯m... \nsâ Cãw t]mse
F´pw sNbvtXm... C\n BÀ¡p thnbm... Rm\nXp kq£nípt¶...."
Ahsct¶ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p Ip\n¨p F¶n«v Fsâ s\ÁnbnÂ AaÀ¯n Npw_n¨p. Npp
Xmtgíp sImp h¶t¸mÄ Rm³ _eambn B apJw thÀs]Sp¯n. F¶n«p \nhÀ¶p
\n¶p. Aåt\cw R§Ä I®nÂ I®nÂ t\m¡n. AhÀ Rm\htc sI«n¸nSníp¶Xpw
{]Xo£n¨ncníp¶ t]mse. ]t£ Rm³ I«n\cnInÂ \n¶pw Zqsc amdn \n¶n«p]dªp.
" GS¯níp sXÁnt¸mbn..... GS¯n £aníWw....BÀ¡pw thm¯Xp Xn¶m³ Rm³
]¶nbÃ.... a\ÊnÃmsX hens¨dnbp¶Xp Xn¶m³ Rm³ sXoaÃ... CXv hmkp¡p«\m...
hmkp¡p«³..."
" tM..." AhÀ hm s]mfn¨p.
" \n§sf´m Ft¶¸Án hnNmcnt¨... Rm³ t]m{In¯c§fp ImWn¨ns«mv...
k½Xn¨p... F¶p IcpXn... thZt\w Xn¶p \n§fp sIS¡p¼w Rm³.... Rm³.... NmSn
tamfnt¡dpsht¶m... "
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" Rm\§s\sbm¶pw Dt±in¨nsÃSm... shjtamw \nsâ Ft¶mSpÅ Aenhpw It¸m...
AdnbmsX ]dªp t]mbn... \obXv s]mdpt¯ív...."
" KotXS¯o... Ft¶ C\n tamimbn«p IcpX... Ct{Xw Imew F\níp h«p
X\ymcp¶q¶p IcpXntím... F¶m.. AXn¸w amdn...." Rm\pw I®p XpS¨p.
AXp ]dbpt¼mÄ adbnÃmsX shÃphnfn¨p \n¶ AhcpsS sImXn¸níp¶
amwktKmf§Ä Rm³ InÃ, a\pjyt\ {`m´p]nSn¸níp¶ B XfnÀNppIÄ InÃ.
\áamb hmg¸nn¯pSIÄ InÃ. Ae£yambn¡nS¡p¶ tXmÀ¯n\pÅnte
AhcpsS kzÀK]pjv]w InÃ. Fsâ a\ÊnÂ Fsâ apJambncp¶p. Rms\¶
]pcpjsâ A`nam\w ]q apJw Hcp I®mSnbnse¶ t]mse Rm³ Ip. Fs¶
tXmÂ¸n¨ GS¯ntb Rm\pw tXmÂ¸n¨ncn¡p¶p. Ft¶msS\níp Xs¶ Hcp _lpam\w
tXm¶n. Xe Xncn¨v Ahtc H¶p t\m¡nbn«v. Rm³ sN¶v dm´ensâ Xncn Xmgv¯n.
sNdnb hnf¡v Icn´ncn I¯m³ XpS§nbncp¶p.
" hmkq«m \o Xs¶bmtWm C¸dbpt¶... "
" GS¯n C¸w InS¡v... _m¡nsbms¡... \ap¡v ]n¶mtemNnímw... H¶pd§nbpWcp¼w
thZ\ ]¼IS¡pw... "
Rm³ apdnbpsS hmXnÂ¡se¯n Xncnªp t\m¡n. Ft¶ Xt¶ A¼ct¸msS t\m¡n
GtXm IemImc³ hc¨ \áh\nXbpsS Nn{Xw amXncn AhÀ I«nenÂ Ccp¶p. Rm³
Xncn¨p sN¶p. B tXmf¯p X«n. ]ns¶ AhcpsS cp tXmfpIfnepw ]nSn¨v Ahtc
InS¡bnteíp InS¯m³ t\m¡n. Fsâ Ibv ]Xps¡ FSp v̄ amÁnbn«v AhÀ sasÃ
]dªp.
" hmkq«m... C¸w \o Ft¶ shdp¯mepw F\nív k¦SansÃSm.... C¸w \o Hcp
]pcpj\mbn... \nt¶mSv F\nín¸w _lpam\w tXm¶p¶p.... F¶m....Hcp shjtamw..."
" F´n\m shjanípt¶...."
" \o... Fsâ Igp¯nÂ ....Xmen sI«oÃtÃm Ft¶mÀ¯n«v..." AhÀ I®p XpS¨p.
" XÃp sIm¸w... GS¯osS Xeíp s\mÊmsb¶m tXm¶pt¶... IntÃ... FÃmtSmw
sXmd¶p sh¨p sIS¡pt¶..... thdmcpw CÃmXncp¶Xv \¶mbn.... B XpWnsbms¡
t\scbn«v... Hcp s]mX¸pw s]mX¨p sISs¶md§ntím... sNe¸w tN«³ Xncn¨p hcpw... "
" \osb´m... Fs¶ t]Sn¸n¡pImtWm... C¸w Fsâ t]Sn t]msbSm... \osbmtÃm...
F\nív... C§s\ Zbhv Im«m³.. AXp aXn... AXnbms\hnsStbm t]mbns¯mebs«...
C¸w \nsâ ap¼nep ]nd¶ ]msS \n¡m\pw F\níp t]SnbnÃ.......""
AhÀ InS¡bnteíp Nmªp. AbbnÂ InS¶ Hcp apsSp v̄ Rm³ AhcpsS
tZlt¯ín«p. AXp hbdnÂ hoWp. AXnÂ sXmSm³ AhÀ Iq«m¡nbnÃ. Ft¶ Xt¶
\nÀ¶ntajbmbn t\m¡n¡nS¶p. Rm³ sN¶v XpSIfnÂ InS¶ tXmÀs¯Sp¯v amÁn,
app \nhÀ¯n Ac shfn¨¯nÂ Xnf§n¡nS¡p¶ AhcpsS IhbnSp¡pw XpSIfpw
Dcpp Xpfp¼p¶ apeIfpw IqSn ]pX¸n¨p. F¶n«m IhnfnÂ Hcp X«pX«n. sasÃ
shfnbnÂ IS¶p hmXnÂ Nmcn.
shfnbnend§nb Rm³ ]pdt¯ípÅ hmXnÂ Xpd¶p. hmXnÂ¸SnbnÂ Ccp¶p. ]pd v̄
N¶w]n¶w ag s]¿p¶pv. XWp¯ ImÁnÂ agbpsS kuaykwKoXw tI«ncním³ Hcp
kpJw tXm¶n. A¶p \S¶ Imcy§sfÃmw Fsâ a\ÊnÂ IqSn IS¶p t]mbn.
hnemkn\ntb \mft¯íp _p¡p sNbvXXv, AXp thmbncp¶p F¶v Fsâ
a\Ênt¸mÄ ]dbp¶p. Hcp s]¬Ip«nbpsS PohnXw \in¸n¡m³ Ahtf
`ojWns¸Sp¯n hiwhZbm¡pI. XcwXmgv¶ GÀ¸mSmbnt¸mbn. \msf AhÄ
Ft¶ImWm³ Ct§m«p hcp¶Xn\p ap¼v Ahtf At§m«p sN¶v hne¡Ww.
t]Sn¨cmbncnípw ]mhw C¶pd§p¶Xv. ]ns¶ GS¯nbpÅXpsImv \msf H¶pw
\S¡¯nÃ. F¶mepw F´ns\mcp s]¬Ip«ntb hnjan¸níWw.
tN«t\ CXnÂ \n¶pw ]n´ncn¸n¡m³ F´msWmcp hgn. KtWisâ A`n{]mbw
amXncnbmsW¦nÂ, Cu ]mhw GS¯nbpsS KÀ`]m{Xw Dujc`qanbmbXp Xt¶.
{]khním³ ]msSm¶panÃ, KtWi³ ]dªXp t]mse tN«³ sXmd¶p sIS¡p¶
GS¯nbpsS IhsíSíptate H¶p Ih¨p IS¶mepw aXn. ]t£, AhcpsS PohnXw,
hnhmlPohnX¯nse kpJw Hcp acoNnIbmbn AhcpsS ap¼nÂ \opInS¡pw.
AtXmÀ¯t¸mÄ Fsâ a\Ênepw Hcp hnjaw. AÃ, Rms\´n\p hnjaníWw.
CXhcpsS IpSpw_Imcyw. F¦nepw, GS¯n, ]nt¶bpw, Hsc¯pw ]nSnbpw In«p¶nÃ.
Rm³ hmXnÂ¸SnbnÂ Ccp¶p Nn´n¨p sImncp¶p. Fsâ apdnbnteíp t]mbnÃ.
F\nípd¡w h¶nÃ.
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]mXncmsh¦nepw Bbn¡mWpw, GS¯nbpsS apdnhmXnÂ Icªp. Rm³ Xncnªp
t\m¡n. AhÀ Cd§n hcp¶p. Rm³ ]pX¸n¨ apv DSp¯n«pv. amdnÂ Hcp t\cnbXv
t]mse tXmÀ v̄ hf¨v C«n«pv. Rm³ {i²n¡m³ t]mbnÃ. AhÀ h¶v Fsâ ]pdInÂ
\n¶p.
" hmkq«s\´m Dd§mt¯...?
" Hmtcmt¶mÀ¯v Ccp¶p t]mbn... GS¯nsbt´ Hd§mt¯......\¶mbn Hs¶md§nbm...
tZlthZ\ t]mtbt\.... "
" F\nín¸w tZlthZ\ H¶qsÃsâ hmkq«m... C¯ncn amdnbncpt¶ ... Rm\pw IqsS
Ccnís«...."
Rm³ hmXn¸SnbnÂ Hs¶mXp§nbncp¶p. Ahcpw apt¶m«p IS¶v Fsâ H¸w ]SnbnÂ
Ccp¶p. R§fpsS ta\nIÄ sXm«psXm«ncp¶p, NqSp ]IÀ¶psImv. B XWp¯
A´co£¯nÂ AsXmcp kpJambn tXm¶n. Aåt\cw Bcpw annbnÃ.
" Cu atgsS ]m«p tI«ncním³ Hcp ckm CtÃSm..."
" Mqw... AX\ym Rm\pw ChnsS Ccním³ ImcWw... C¸w thZ\ F§nt\v...?.."
" Hm.. AX§ns\ sIS¡pw... Ihnfnsâ DÅnÂ s]m«o¶m tXm¶tW..."
" shdpw s]m«nbm GS¯n... B ImSsâ t\tc sa¡n«p tIdm³ thdmsc¦nepw
t]mIpthm... skm`mhw ]t Adnbmhp¶XtÃ..."
" C\n F\níp hs¿Sm... H¶qsÃ¦nÂ Rms\sâ ho«nteíp Xncn¨p t]mIpw... ]ns¶ ....
hmkq«m... Rm\o ]dªsXm¶pw thdmtcmSpw ]dbtÃ... \obmbXpsImp ]dªp
t]mbXm..."
" AdnbWw... GS¯osS AOt\mSp ]dbWw... thsd t]mbn sI«v... Cu `qaoev Cu
tN«s\s¶mcmfp amt{X HtÅm BWmbn«v..."
" s\s\¡dnb¯nsÃSm... CXn§s\ Hcp sI«p]mSm...."
" ]Ám¯ sI«p]msSms¡ s]m«n¨p IfbWw... AÃmsX F´n\m hent¨mp
\S¡tW..."
" \o Ft¶¡mfpw _p²nam\m... AtXmm C§s\ ]tdtW... XWp¯ ImÁSnípWq..
ag C\ow s]¿p¶ e£Wm... " GS¯n Ft¶mSÂ¸w tNÀ¶ncp¶p. Rm³
AXn\\pkcn¨v HXp§n.
" F\nípd¡w hcp¶ t]mse..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" Mqw.. C¸w... Rm³ ht¶mmcnípw... A¸w \osbt¶ Hgnhm¡m³ t\m¡pIm... AtÃ...
s\\¡n¸w Ft¶mSp ]ptOmw shdp¸pam...."
AhÀ hnXp¼m³ XpS§n.
" At¿m IcbtÃ... temImhkm\t¯mfw Rm\ncnímw..." Rm³ ]dªp.
At¸mtgípw henb Hcnc¼temsS ag s]¿m³ XpS§n. Cdbt¯ HmSpIfnÂ \n¶pw
apÁt¯ív shÅw \ncbmbn HgpIn hogm³ XpS§n. dm´ensâ Ac shfn¨¯nÂ B
Pe[mcIÄ Xnf§n. CSív sNdnb A§Ise CSnsh«p¶Xnsâ IpSpIpSp¡hpw. GS¯n
Fsâ tZlt¯íp Nmcn.
" \o ag \\ªns«mtmSm...? " s]s«¶hÀ tNmZn¨p.
" GSh¸mXnbm... \\ªm ]\n ]nSnípw..."
" F\níp ]\ní¯nÃ... ImcWw C¸w Fsâ DÅp apgph³ NqSm...." AhÀ Fgpt¶Áp
Xn®bnteínd§n.
" GS¯o... Ccp«s¯t§m«m...." Rm\pw Fgpt¶Áp.
ag BÀ¯nc¼n s]¿m³ XpS§n. Cdb¯v agbpsS, XpSÀ¨bmb shÅ¯pÅnIfpsS
]X\¯nsâ iÐw AebSním³ XpS§n. Ccp« v̄ F\níhtc ImWm³ IgnªnÃ.
dm´ensâ {]Xn^en¨ shfn¨¯nÂ AhschnsSbmsW¶p a\ÊnembnÃ. Rm³ hnfn¨p.
" GS¯o... "
" Rm\nhnsSbpsSm....." apÁ¯p \n¶pw BÀ¯nc¼p¶ agbpsS iÐ¯neenª
AhcpsS iÐw.
" F´p h«m... \n§fn¸w ImWnípt\... ag \\ªm ]\n ]nSnípw... t]mcmªn«v.. Cu
kab v̄..."
AhÀ Xn®bnteíp Ibdn h¶p. F¶n«v Fsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p hen¨psImp ]dªp.
" hmSm... \Ã ckm... Cu ag \\bm³... "
Ft¶ AhÀ ]nSn¨p hen¨p shfnbnbnend¡n. XWp¯ agshÅw ]Xn¨t¸mÄ F\níp
icocamsI Ipfncp tIdn. Ccp« v̄ Ahtc ImWm³ t]mepw tae. CSív Hcp
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sImÅnbm³ an¶nbt¸mÄ Rm³ Ahtc Ip. ssI tatem«p hSÀ¯n¸nSn¨v, ]Ãp
apgph³ shfnbnÂ Im«n Nncn¨p sImhÀ ag \\bp¶p. h«v, apgph«v, F\níp tXm¶n.
" GS¯o.. F\níp XWp¡p¶p... hm.. tIdnt¸mImw..." Rm³ Ahtc X¸n I¿nÂ ]nSn¨v
]pdtIm«p hen¨p.
ag XnanÀ¯p s]¿m³ XpS§n. HÁbSníp hmcn¡q«nb taLsaÃmw IqSn s]bvXn«p
hopw ISenteíp XncnsI t]mIm\pÅ ]pd¸mSp t]mse.
" XWp¡p¶ptÂ \osbt¶ sI«n¸nSnt¨m.. F\nín¸gpw \Ã NqSm...."
Ahsct¶ _eambn sI«n¸nSn¨p. Ccp«s¯m¶pw ImWm³ h¿. ]t£ Rm³
GS¯nbpsS Icheb¯nemsW¶dnbmw. Ahsct¶ tNÀ¯p ]nSn¨p. amd¯n¸w
tXmÀ¯nÃ. AcapXÂ apIfnteíp \áw. B XWp¯ apeIfpsS amÀ±hw Fsâ
s\©nÂ IqSpXÂ Ipfncp tImcnbn«p. IÃn¨ sR«pIfpsS I«n Fsâ ta\nbnepcªp.
F\nín¡nfntbm, tImcn¯cnt¸m, Ft´m H¶p tXm¶n.
" F\níp XWp¡Ww... Fsâ NqSp sImtd s\\¡pw Xcmw... atgw sImÅs«... At¸m..
FÃmw `wKnbmIpw..." AhÀ hnfn¨p ]dbp¶p.
Fsâ `Khmt\, ChÀ¡p h«p ]nSnt¨m.. F\níp t]Snbmbn. XWp¯p hnd¨ Rm³
AhcpsS Icheb¯nteív HXp§n¡qSn. Ahsct¶ tNÀ¯p ]nSn¨ndp¡n. CSíp
an¶p¶ sImÅnbm³ am{Xw. apÁ¯p shÅw Xfw sI«m³ XpS§n. ]mZ§Ä
aqSn¯pS§n.
" hmkq«m... C¸w Rm³ s\\s¡mcp k½m\w Xct«..."
" \«¸mXncmív..... AXpw s]cpagb¯mtWm... k½m\w... hm \ap¡I¯p tIdmw..." Rm³
]dªp.
" \nÃv... C¶m ]nSnt¨m... " AhÀ AhcpsS tXmf¯aÀ¶ncp¶ Fsâ apJw ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n
F¶n«v Fsâ s\ÁnbnÂ H¶p Npw_n¨p. ]ns¶ Ft´m Xncbp¶ t]mse Fsâ
apJ¯hcpsS NppIÄ Cgªp\S¶p. Ahkm\w Fsâ NppIfnÂ B
]hng¨ppIÄ F¯n AaÀ¶p. Fsâ NppIÄ AhcpsS NppIfpsS
_Ô\¯nembn. Rm³ AhcpsS _Ô\¯nepw. B \ndamdpIÄ Fsâ s\©neaÀ¶p.
AhcpsS Dan\oÀ Fsâ hmbnÂ Rm³ cpNn¨p. ag¯pÅnIÄ t]mepw HgpInbnd§m¯
hn[w R§fpsS NppIÄ At\ym\yw _ÔnXambn. Fsâ XWp¸p t]mbn. ]Icw
DÅnÂ NqSp XpS§n. Cc¨p s]¿p¶ agsím¸w AhmNyamb Hc\p`qXn Fsâ
kncIfnteípw Cc¨p Ibdn. Rm\pw B NppIfnÂ, hmípÅnÂ Fs´ms¡tbm
Xncªp. R§fpsS ememck§Ä H¶mbn. Fsâ IbvIÄ Ahtc CdpsI _Ôn¨p.
Ahsct¶bpw. Hcp \nivOeZriyw t]mse At\ym\yw \pIÀ¶psImv icoc§Ä
X½nÂ _ÔnXcmbn R§Ä \n¶p, temImhkm\hpw Im¯ns«¶ t]mse. F\níp
tXm¶n Fsâ Bßmhp t]mepw AhcpsS _Ô\¯nembn F¶v. Fsâ CXphtcbpÅ
\nivObZmÀUysaÃmw B agbnepw AhcpsS DOzmk hmbphnepw Aenªp t]mb
t]mse. AhcpsS k½m\w hm§m³ \mWanÃmsX Fsâ A´:cwKw Im¯ncp¶Xp
t]mse.
F{X t\cw R§fm \nÂ¸p \n¶p F¶dnªpIqSm. R§Ä Dd§pIbmbncpt¶m F¶p
t]mepw tXm¶n. ImcWw, R§Ä Cu temI¯Ãmbncp¶p. ag¯pÅnIfpsS iÐw
\ne¨t¸mÄ, B iÐhyXnbm\¯nÂ, R§Ä \n{ZbnÂ \n¶pw DWÀ¶p.
DWÀ¶t¸mÄ R§Ä At\ym\yw incÊpIfnepw IhnfpIfnepw XgpIn.
" hmkq«m..." Hcp t\À¯ hnfn Rms\sâ ImXnÂ tI«p.
" Mqw..." Rm\hcpsS ImXnÂ aqfn
" Fsâ k½m\w \o hm§ntbm..."
" Mqw..."
" Fsâ tam\nãs¸t«m...
" Mqw...."
" C\ow thtWm...."
" Mqw... "
" F¦nÂ C¶m ]nSnt¨m..."
hopw Hcp ZoÀLNpw_\w. ]gbXnepw DujvafambXv. B XWp¸nepw AhcpsS
NpSp\nizmkw Fsâ aq¡nepw Npnepw Bßmhnepw tIdn \ndªp. AXns\t´m Hcp
elcn t]mse. hopw hopw \pIcm³ sImXn¸níp¶ Hcp elcn. C¯hW
Dan\ocnsâ IqsS tNmcbpsS cpNnbpw Rm\\p`hn¨p. Fsâ tN«³ XÃns¸m«n¨
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Ihnfn\pÅnÂ \n¶pw AhcpsS Pohcàw Fsâ \mUnIfnteíp ]IÀ¶pIqSn. Fsâ
amd¯aÀ¶p sRcp§nb AhcpsS \ndamdpIÄ¡v At¸mÄ \Ã NqSpmbncp¶p.
hnImc¯nsâ, Ima¯nteípÅ Ibv hgnIfpsS, NqSmbncp\p AXv. R§Ä At\ym\yw
\áamb apXpIpIÄ XgpIn. AhcpsS \op]SÀ¶p InS¶ apSnIfnÂ \n¶pw Fsâ
IbvIfnteív ag¯pÅnIfpsS Ipfncnd§n. agíp tijapÅ XWp¯ ImÁnÂ
R§fpsS icoc§Ä hndím³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ R§fpsS NppIÄ thÀs]«p.
" hmkq«m..."
" Mqw... "
" s\\¡n¸w XWp¡Wptm..."
" Mqlpw...." Rm\hcpsS amd¯enªp tNÀ¶psImv ImXnÂ hopw aqfn.
" H«pw...?..."
" H«pw...CÃym... ]Icw NqsSSp¡Wq.......GS¯níp XWp¡Wptm..."
" Mqw.. C¸v..."
" C¸w GS¯osS NqSv ...... F\níp In«ocníym..... AXm GS¯ntb shdípt¶..."
" F¶mepw C§s\ shdím³ Hcp kpJw...."
At¸msgmcp sImÅnbm³ an¶n.
" hm... \a¡I¯p t]mImw... tXmÀ¯otÃÂ ]\n ]nSnípw. ...."
Rm³ Ahtcbpw tNÀ¯p ]nSn¨psImv \S¶p. Ft¶ sI«n¸nSn¨v Fsâ tXmf¯p
XeNmbv¨v hnd¨p sImv GS¯n Ft¶msSm¸w \S¶p. apdníIs¯¯nbt¸mÄ Rm\m
apJw ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n. AhÀ apJapbÀ¯m³ Iq«m¡nbnÃ. Hcp IbvsImp Xt¶ Rm³
IXIS¨v IpÁnbn«p. At¸mgpw Zp:ÈmTyw ]nSn¡p¶ Ip«ntbt¸mse AhÀ Fsâ
tXmft¯íp tNÀ¶p InS¶p.
" hm... \ap¡v ASp¡tfÂ sN¶v Xo Imbmw.... " Rm\hcpsS ImXnÂ a{´n¨p.
" Mqw... " ab¡¯nse¶ t]mse AhÀ aqfn. Rm³ dm´seSp¯v ]nSn¨p. \S¶t¸mÄ
\\ª R§fpsS appIÄ Ie]ne iÐapm¡n.
ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶v Rm\htc s_©nencp¯n. H¶mw ¢mÊnÂ ]Tníp¶ Ip«ntbt¸mse
\njvIf¦amb `mht¯msS AhÀ Ft¶ t\m¡nbncp¶p. apSnbngIfnÂ \n¶pw Dudp¶
PeIW§Ä B shfp¯p an\p¯ D¯pwKamdpIfnÂ X«nsbmgpIn XmtgsímgpIn
hoWpsImncp¶p. At¸mgmWp Rm³ {i²n¨Xv, B apesR«pIÄ Icn¦Ãpt]mse
I«n]nSn¨p \nÂ¡p¶p. NpÁpapÅ Xhn«p\ndapÅ ape¡®pIÄ XWp¸paqew Npcpv
sRmdnª amXncn. Rm³ I®pIÄ Xncn¨p. ]ns¶ ASp¸v I¯níp¶Xn\nSbnÂ
]dªp.
" t]mbn XpWn amdo«v hm.... Ccp¶p shdímsX... Rm\n¸w Xo I¯nímw...."
AhcXv tI« a«nÃ. GtXm kz]v\temI¯v sN¶ps]«Xp t]mse Ahcncp¶p.
Xo I¯n. AXnsâ PzmeIÄ ASp¡ftb Hcp amkvac temIam¡n amÁn. ASp¡fbnÂ
NqSpmbn. Rm³ sN¶v AhcpsS tXmf¯v ]nSn¨p Ipep¡n.
" Gbv... Cbmfn¸w FhnSym..?... sN¶v XpWn amdn hm... Xo ImªpIgo¼w XWp¸p
t]mIpw....sNÃv...."
" tM...?...Mm... sicn..." AhÀ sR«nbpWÀ¶ t]mse.
Rm³ dm´seSp v̄ I¿nÂ sImSp¯p. AhÀ t]mbn¡gnªv Rms\sâ Ibnenapv
s]m¡n ]ngnªp. AhÀ t]mbXpt]mse Xncn¨p h¶p. I¿nÂ thsd cp appIÄ.
]ns¶ Hcp tXmÀ¯pw.
" At¿m... XpWn amdotÃ....?.."
" Mqlpw... app sImph¶ns«mv... \½s¡mcpan¨v amdmw..." AhÀ appIsfsâ
t\tc \o«n
" CXv tN«sâbtÃ... AXp th... Rm³ t]mbn Fsâ apsSpt¯mp hcmw....."
" th... C¸w \o CXpSpt¯m... Hcp IptÁmw hc¯nÃ...."
AhÀ B appIÄ sUkvInÂ sh¨p ]ns¶ Ft¶ tNÀ¯p]nSn¨v tXmÀ¯psImv
Fsâ Xe tXmÀ¯m³ XpS§n. Rm³ Ip\nªv \n¶psImSp¯p. At¸mÄ AhcpsS
apeIfnÂ Fsâ apJaaÀ¶p. B amZI¡p¶pIÄ¡nSbnÂ Rms\sâ apJsamfn¸n¨p.
Ahsct¶ amdt¯¡aÀ¯n¸nSn¨v tXmÀ¯ns¡mncp¶p, AdnbmsX Rm\hcpsS
apXpInÂ h«w NpÁn¸nSn¨p. B IÃ³ apesR«pIÄ Fsâ IhnfpIfnÂ
Dckns¡mncp¶p. AXp Cãs¸«n«mtWm Ft´m AhÀ \nÀ¯msX Fsâ Xe
tXmÀ¯ns¡mtbncp¶p. Ahkm\w apSn henªt¸mÄ Rm³ ]dªp.
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" aXn.... C\n GS¯n tXmÀ¯v.... AtÃÂ Rm³ tXmÀ¯n¯cmw...."
Rm³ XebpbÀ¯n. ]ns¶ tXmÀ¯v I¿nÂ hm§n. Ahtc Ft¶mSp tNÀ¯p ]nSn¨p.
Fsâ amdnehÀ apJw ]qgv¯n \n¶p. tXmÀ¯p¶Xn\nSív AhÀ Fsâ amdnÂ
NppIfngím³ XpS§n. F\nív Hcp tImcn¯cn¸v. \\ª apn\SnbnÂ Hcnf¡w.
Rm³ s]s«¶v ]n·mdnbn«p tXmÀ¯hcpsS I¿nteín«n«p ]dªp.
" C¶m... apSn sicníp tXmÀ v̄...."
AhÀ tXmÀ¯p hm§n apSnbnÂ NpÁn H¶p ]ngnªp. ]ns¶ hopw Xncn¨p X¶p.
" Fsâ tZlsam¶p \¶mbn«v tXmÀ¯n¯m...."
AhÀ a{´n¨p. Rm\Xp hm§n, AhcpsS sNhn¸pdIpw Ihnfpw tXmÀ¯n. Igp v̄
XpS¨t¸mÄ AhÀ IbvIÄ s]m¡n¯¶p. tcma§Ä \ndª B I£§Ä Rm³
XpS¨psImSp¯p. shdptX B tcma§Ä Rm³ hncepIÄ sImsm¶p tImXn t\m¡n.
AXp Iv Ahscm¶p ]p©ncn¨p. At¸mÄ ASp¸nse I\Â¡«IfnÂ Hcp
s]m«ns¯dnbpmbn. H¸w Fsâ DÅnepw. IbvIÄ XpS¨p Ignªt¸mÄ AhÀ Ft¶
]nSn¨v ap¼nÂ \nÀ¯n, F¶n«v apeIÄ s]m¡n¯¶p. AXn\Snbnepw CSípw Aåw
Peabapmbncp¶Xp. XpS¨p Ignªt¸mÄ Rm³ shdptX Hcp sR«nÂ hncÂ
sImsm¶p sRm«n.
" iv...lm...F´mbnXv..." AhÀ NnWp§n.
]ns¶ AhÀ \\ª apnsâ Ip¯gn¨p. apv Xmsg hoWp. Hcp Xmename am{Xw
Igp¯nÂ. AsXmgn¨v ]cn]qÀ® \ábmbn \nÂ¡p¶ Ahtc Is¸mÄ Rms\m¶p
aSn¨p.
" Mqw... Ft´... \nÀ¯ntb.... tXmÀ¯n¯m.... FÃmtSmw...."
" th... Cbmfp Xs¶¯m³ tXmÀ¯nbm aXn...."
" F\níp XWp¡pw.... thKw tXmÀ¯n¯mSm... "
" Fs¶... C§s\bn«p heímsX....." Rm³ tXmÀ¯p AhcpsS t\À¡p \o«n.
" ]dªmÂ A\pkcnsíSm.... \nt¶mSv tXmÀ¯mt\ ]dsªmÅp..."
Rm³ AhcpsS ]pdInÂ sN¶p. ASnbnÂ \oeOhnbpÅ, Hmtcm aSt¡mSp IqSnb B
XSn¨ IpnIÄ Rm³ tXmÀ¯n. AhÀ IbvIÄ ]pdtIm«n«v IpnIÄ hnSÀ¯n¸nSn¨p
X¶p. At¸mfm hnShnÂ \n¶pw Hcp kpKÔw Fsâ aq¡neSn¨p. AsXsâ Xet¨mdnÂ
IqSn Acs¡«nteíp ]mªp. AhnsS AXnsâ {]XnNe\w Dmbn. Rm\m
N´nhnShpIÄ \¶mbn XpS¨p. ]ns¶ B amÀ_nÄ¯qWpIÄ t]msebpÅ XpSIÄ,
IW¦mepIÄ, ]mZ§Ä FÃmw Hcp ASnatbt¸mse XpS¨p sImSp¯p. At¸mtgípw
Fsâ Ip® Dcp¡pI¼n t]mse Dd¨p. \\ªXpsImv `mctadnb apn\SnbnÂ
Xes]m¡m³ IgnbmsX Ah³ \n¶p hnjan¨p.
AXp Ignªt¸mfhÀ tNmZn¨p. AhcpsS ap³hit¯íp Ibv NqnbmWhÀ AXp
tNmZn¨Xv.
" C\n ChnSw Bcp XpSípw...?..."
" F\níp h¿... Xt¶ A§p sN¿v...."
Ahscsâ sNhnbnÂ arZphmbn ]nSn¨p hen¨p apt¼m«p \nÀ¯nbn«p]dªp.
" Ct{Xw sNbvX kvYnXnív.. CXqsS \o Xs¶ tXmÀ¯n¯cWw...."
]ns¶ Fsâ cp tXmf¯pw ]nSn¨v AhcpsS ap¼nÂ Xmtgm«aÀ¯n.
" Ccnív... F¶n«v .. `wKnbmbn... sXmSív..."
Rm³ Xmsg AhcpsS ap¼nÂ Ip¯nbncp¶p. Fsâ Hcp ap«nteív AhÀ Hcp
ImseSp¯p h¨p. At¸mÄ B IhbnSp¡pw ]qÀ]mfnIfpw \¶mbn hnSÀ¶p \n¶p.
AXnsâ DÅnte amZIKÔw Fsâ aq¡nÂ KpapKpam ASn¨p tIdn. Rm³ hopw
hnjan¨p.
" Duw..." AhÀ BPvRm]níp¶Xp t]mse aqfn. Rm³ tXmÀ¯psImv AhnSamsI
XpSím³ XpS§n. CSp¡nse XpSbcnIpIÄ XpS¨p. ]ns¶ hncnªncp¶ B
Xhn«p]qdnsâ ASnbnÂ \n¶pw apIfnteív tXmÀt¯mSn¨p. At¸mÄ ImÁ¯mSp¶
sX§n´e¸pIÄ t]mse AXnsâ DÄZf§Ä BSn\n¶p. N¡¡pcp InS¯nbt]mse
Dcpp \n¶ B I´nÂ Rm³ sasÃ XpS¨p. At¸mÄ AhÀ AdnbmsX H¶\§n..
AhcpsS hbdnsâ sNdpaS¡nepw ]p¡nfnepw XpS¨psImSp¯p.
" C\n AhnsS atWmtm¶p t\m¡ntb...." AhÀ ]qdp ]nfÀ¯n¸nSn¨psImp
tNmZn¨p. Rm³ B hnShnÂ aq¡p ap«n¨n«p ]dªp.
" C¨nsc atWmv.... Ip«n¡pdmsbtSw IqsSbm...."
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" F¦n... B \\ª apsSp¯v AIw sXmS¨n«v ]ns¶ tXmÀ¯v... ag \\sª¦nepw
AhSw ASªtÃ Ccp¶Xv..... AXnsâbm..."
" B aWw AhnsS Ccpt¶ms«... AsXmcp ckm....AXnsÃ¦nÂ... "
" s\\¡nãmtWm B aWw...?..."
" Mqw... ]uUdnsâ hmkt\w CXnsâmt¯. atWmw IqsS Bb¸w Xeíp ]nSníp¶
t]mse...."
" F¦nÂ sXmSí..." AhÀ Fsâ ap«nÂ \n¶pw ImseSp¯p Xmsgsh¨p. ]ns¶ Fs¶
]nSns¨gpt¶Â¸n¨p. Fsâ I¿nÂ \n¶pw tXmÀ¯p hm§n. Ahscsâ XpWn¡p¯nÂ
Ibvsh¨p. Rm³ AhcpsS Ibv amÁm³ t\m¡n. apgnªmÂ Ipe¨p \nÂ¡p¶
Fsâ Ip® AhÀ ImWpw. BZyambn«v ImWp¶ Aht\ Cu \nebnÂ AhÀ
ImWp¶Xv Fsâ BW¯¯ns\mcp Ipdhp t]mse F\níp tXm¶n.
" Is¿Sps¡Sm..."
Rm\dnbmsX Is¿Sp¯p t]mbn. Ahscsâ apgn¨p, AXp Xmsg hoWp. apnsâ
_Ô\w \o§nbt¸mÄ sXm®qdp Un{KnbnÂ NmSn \nhÀ¶p \n¶p XpÅp¶ Fsâ
Ip®tb t\m¡n Ahscm¶p Nncn¨p.
"l... l... shey hoc\m iqc\ms¶ms¡... hochmZsams¡ ASn¨n«v.. CXo
]cph¯nemtbm...."
" Mqw... k½Xn¨p... ]nt¶w ...Rm³ tXmÁp t]mbn..." Rm³ ]dªp.
AhÀ Fsâ I£§Ä s]m¡n XpS¨p. ]ns¶ tZlw XpS¨p. Ip¯nbncp¶v ImepIfpw
XpS¨p. ]ns¶ AhcpsS apJ¯n\pt\sc \n¶v hndíp¶ Ip®bpsS aIpSw H¶p
sXmen¨n«v aqs¡m¶Sp¸n¨p. Xmsg¡nS¶ \\ª apsSp v̄ aIpS¯n\p NpÁpw
XpS¨p. Rm³ Cutcgp kzÀ¤hpw Ip ]pfªp t]mbn.
" \o tXmÂ¡Ww... Rm³ Xt¶ Pbn¡Ww.. AsXsâ Hcp hminbmcps¶Sm...."
AhÀ ]ns¶ Fsâ DIfpw Ih¡nSbpw XpS¨p. ]ns¶ Fsâ Ip®bnsem¶p ]nSn¨v
B«n hn«p. Ah³ kv{]n§p t]mse \n¶p hnd¨p. tXmÀ¯p Xmsgbn«n«v AhÀ
Fgpt¶Áp. Rm³ ]pXnb apsSp¯p AhÀ AsXsâ I¿nÂ \n¶pw hm§n
sUkvInÂ sh¨p.
" XpWnbnÃmsX \ním³ t]mIphmtWm C¶p apgph³...?.."
" F´n\m XpWn... \½fp X½nÂ F´m C\n adíms\mÅXv...?." AhÀ Ft¶mSp Xncn¨p
tNmZn¨p. ]ns¶ Fs¶ ]nSn¨Sp¸n¨p. Fsâ I®nÂ t\m¡n tNmZn¨p.
" s\\¡v Rm³ X¶ k½m\w \o kzoIcnt¨m.. AtXm XÅntbm..."
" GS¯n a\Êdnªv X¶XtÃ...."
" Mqw.. A¸w C\ow X¶mtem... a\Êdnªv... "
" A§s\ X¶tXmm.... AXnsâ cpNn... C¸gpw t]mbn«nsÃsâ DÅo¶v..... Adntbm
Fsâ...Fsâ....." F\nsí´p hnfn¡Wsas¶mcp X¸Â.
" Fsâ.... ?..."
" GS¯n...."
" AÃ... KoX¡p«n.... \o ss[cyambn«p hnfns¡Sm...hmkq«m..."
Ahsct¶ amtdmSp tNÀ¯p. AhcpsS XpSbnSp¡nÂ Fsâ Ip® ap«n \n¶p. AhcXv
{i²n¨p. Ibv CSíp IqSnbn«v Ahcht\ ImepIfI¯n XpSbnSp¡nteív tIÁn sh¨p.
" ag\\ªXtÃ... AhnsSbncp¶v Ah³... NqSmIs«... C\n....\osbm¶p hnfnt¨... Fsâ
KoX¡p«o¶v...."
Rm³ B sNhnbnÂ ISn¨psImv sasÃ hnfn¨p.
" Fsâ KoX¡p«o... Rm³ tXmÁp.... Fsâ GS¯o... Rm\n¸w BcpaÃ.... "
" AsÃSm tamt\... C¸gpw \o.. ]pcpj³ Xt¶... Fsâ I¿nemsW¶p am{Xw... C¸w...
Rm\pw tXmsÁSm... Bs«...C\n F\níp \o Hcp k½m\w Xcpthm...."
" XcmtÃm.. Fsâ KoX¡p«nív.....C¶m ]nSnt¨m..." AhÀ sNbvX t]mse Rm³ AhcpsS
NppIÄ Fsâ hmbnem¡n hen¨p IpSn¨p. Ahsctâbpw. At¸mgpw tNmc Nph¨p.
NppIÄ ASÀ¯n amÁn B XWp¯ IhnfnÂ D½ sh¨p XgpIns¡mv Rm³
]dªp.
" FÃmtSmw XÃn s]m«n¨p, B Zpã³... ]mhw Fsâ KoX¡p«n...."
" s]m«s«Sm... FÃmtSmw s]m«s«... Ct¶mtS FÃmw s]m«n¯IcWw... C\n F\nív
A`n\bním³ h¿...."
" F´`n\bn¡m³...?.."
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" F\níp \nt¶mSp tZjymsW¶v...... C\n hs¿Sm..F\níp h¿.... Rm³ XfÀ¶p
t]msbSm... \nsâ sImXnbnÂ Rm\pw hoWp t]msbSm..." AhÀ Fsâ apJw
Bthit¯msS Npw_\§Ä sImp s]mXnªp. ]ns¶ Xmtgíncp¶p. F¶n«v Fsâ
Ip®sb XgpIns¡mp tNmZn¨p.
" Rm³ tNmZn¨m ... \Ã a\tÊmsS... \o \ns¶ F\níp Xcpthm... "
" X¶ncníp¶p.... " Rm³ ]dªp.
" F¦n... \Ã a\tÊmsS Rm³ FÃmw s\\¡pw X¶m \o hm§pthm... BÀ¡pw
thm¯XÃ... ant¨maÃ..."
" Rm\t¶cw Hcp s]m¦¯w ]dªps]mbXm Fsâ GS¯o... s]mdp¡v..." Rm³
AhcpsS Ip®¯gpIenÂ CgpIn ]pfªpsImp ]dªp.
AhÀ Aht\ ]ns¶ sXm«pw XtemSnbpw ckn¨p. ]q¨ Fen¡pªnt\ Ifn¸n¡p¶Xp
t]mse At§m«pant§m«pw X«n, Rms\mcp IuXpIt¯msS FÃmw t\m¡n\n¶p ckn¨p
kpJn¨p.
AhÀ Fsâ Ip® IbvsImv Af¶p t\m¡n. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" CXv Bdn©ÃtÃmSm... Fs´mcp XebmSm... G«¡qcosS Xe t]mse... " AXp
tI«t¸mÄ B aIpSw H¶p IqSn Nph¶p hoÀ¯p
" sImXnhnStÃ... I®p ]Ápw... Rm³ Af¶p t\m¡o«nsÃsâ KoX¡p«o..." AhÀ B
Ccp¼pe¡sbSp¯v IhnfnÂ ap«n¨psImp tNmZn¨p.
" Ip®íp I®p ]Á¯nsÃSm tamt\...A§s\bmcps¶¦nÂ \nsâ tN«sâ AtcÂ
C¶v H¶pw ImWpamcp¶nsÃSm..... A{Xív sImXnhn«Xm BZyw.. C¸w... F\nív
AXnt\mSv...t]Sow shdp¸pam...."
" GXmbmepw I®p ]ÁmXncp¶m aXn... \msf F\nív CXv Hcp s]®n\p
sImSpt¡Xm..."
" GXmbmepw Ct{XambntÃ.... Fsâ Imcyw Ignªn«p aXn...."
" k½Xnt¨...F«¯n ]dªm A\nb³ A\pkcnímsX ]Ápthm..." AhcpsS
Ip®X«n¡fnbnÂ \n¶p ]pfªpsImp Rm³ ]dªp.
" hmkq«m... \o Ft¶msSmcp kXyw ]dbWw... Ch³ ..CtXhtc.. GsX¦nepw
kmam\¯nÂ tIdot«mtm..." AhÀ Aht\ cp IípÅnÂ HXp¡n¸nSn¨psImmWp
tNmZn¨Xv.
" HcníÂ.... hntÃ¨n Du¼nbXÃmsX.... Aht\ ]ns¶ sXmSp¶Xv C¶v...KoX¡p«nbm...."
" AXp Rm\pw IXmWtÃm...... A¸w Fsâ CsXsâ I¶n¡p®...." AhÀ {`m´ntb
t¸mse Ip®bnÂ sam¯w D½sh¨p.
" AtX I¶nbm...Ah³..."
" s\\¡v Rm³ hmbn shíW¶p tXm¶Wptm...."
" th... Fsâ GSt¯sS Cu s]m¶p hmbnev... AXpw C¶v... apdnªncn¡p¼w...
th..."
" F\n¡pw AXv shenb Cãsam¶qey.... ]ns¶ \nsâ G«³..."
" t]mIm³ ]d ..... B IgpthdntbmSv...." Rm\m apSnbnÂ arZphmbn XgpIn.
" At¿m Xteen¸gpw shtÅmv...." Rm³ Ahtc ]nSns¨gpt¶Â¸n¨p. R§Ä cp
t]cpw s_©nencp¶p. AhcpsS I¿nÂ Fsâ Ip® Ccp¶p hn§n. Ifn¸m«w hnSm¯
Ip«ntbt¸mse AhÀ Aht\ I¿nÂ sh¨psImncp¶p.
ASp¸nte XobpsS iàn Ipdªncp¶p. Rm³ AhcpsS Ibv amÁn, Fgpt¶Áv Xo H¶p
IqSn DuXn I¯n¨p. At¸mÄ ]pd¯v agbpsS Hcp Bchw.
" ag hopw hcpIm¶p tXm¶p¶p....." Rm³ ]dªp.
" s]¿s«.. s]bvXv FÃmw XWp¡s«....." AhÀ ]dªp. Rm³ Xncnªp t\m¡nt¼mÄ
AhÀ s_©nÂ InS¶p Ignªncp¶p, ImepIÄ Ccphi¯pw C«v, Ih¨v.
At¸mfhcpsS Cud³ I´pw shfnbnÂ Im«n B In¶cn¸qdp hnSÀ¶p \n¶p.
sRmdnª DÅneIfpsS AcnIpIÄ AI¯p \n¶pw Xe Im«n. Rm³ sUkvIv Aåw
hen¨p amÁnbn«p. ]ns¶ AhcpsS ImÂ¨ph«nembn s_©nencp¶p.
" hmkq«m... C¸w s\\s¡s¶ thtSm...." AhÀ tNmZn¨p.
" thWw..."
" F¦n¸ns¶ Xmaksa´n\mSm.. FSps¡Sm tamt\... FÃmw... "
" Fsâ KoX¡p«nsí´m C¸w thXv... ]dtªm... "
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" F\nídnb¯nÃ... F\nív ZmlamSm... F{Xtbm amk§fmbn hcp sIS¡pImt¶m
Fsâ a\Êpw tZtlmw..."
" A¸w GS¯n ]«nWnbmcpt¶m CXphtc...?..."
Rm\m AIwXpSIfnÂ XgpIns¡mp tNmZn¨p. H¶p ]pfªn«v kz´w IbvIfnÂ cp
apeIfpw FSp¯p XgpIns¡mv AhÀ ]dªp.
" Ignª Znhkw Hcp h«ns\mcp s]®pambn«v... Hs¶mc¨p... AXp htÃmamIpthmSm...
Ft¶t¸mse Ct{Xw kmamt\mw sNmat¶mp \S¡p¶ Hcp s]®n\v..."
Rm³ Xmsgbnd§n Ip¯nbncp¶p. apeIfnÂ \n¶pw AhcpsS Hcp Ibv amÁn ]ns¶
Ip\nªv B ape¡®p hmbnseSp v̄ H¶q¼n. CSXp IbvsImv Ih¨p]c¶p
InS¡p¶ AhcpsS Acs¡«nÂ XgpIn. AhÀ Npp ISn¨p.
" Bcpambn«m Hc¨Xv... " ?.."
" AXv Rm³ \nt¶mSp ]ns¶¸dbmw... \o C¸w Ft¶bn«p heímsX... Fs´¦nepw
sXmS§v...."
" F¦n Rm\n¸w F\níp tXm¶nb t]mse sN¿m³ t]mIphm... k½XmtWm...?.."
" k½XmSm I¶n¡pt®........."
]ns¶ Rm³ H¶pw annbnÃ. Fsâ Act§Áw XpS§n IYIfnÂ hmbn¨ t]mse
Rm³ sN¿m³ XpS§n. B apeIÄ cp IbvIfpw Iq«n Ii¡n. sR«pIÄ sRcSn
ISn¨p. tZlamkIew D½IÄ sImv s]mXnªp AhÀ ckw]nSn¨p s_©nÂ InS¶p
]pfªp. Rm³ ]ns¶ Xmtgíp amdn B hnSÀ¶ ]qdnÂ apJaSp¸n¨p. Fsâ {]nbs¸«
aWw.... A¶v BZyw Rm³ sXm«t¸mÄ A\p`hn¨ G«¯nbpsS ]qdnsâ kpKÔw Fsâ
aq¡nÂ ASn¨p Ibdn. Fsâ kncIfnÂ Xo I¯n. AI¯p hncen«t¸mÄ B
IShm¨ppIÄ¡nSbnÂ \n¶pw NqSpÅ tbm\ntX³ AWs]m«nbt]mse
Ip¯nsbmgpIn. B I´nÂ Rm³ aq¡n«pc¨p. AXp hmbnseSp¯p aq©m³ am{Xw
hepXmbncp¶p. I´p aq©n Hcp hncÂ AI¯n«v cnf¡nf¡nbt¸mÄ AhÀ ]dªp.
" tlm... F\nsífIps¶Sm... Hcp shceqsS CSv... "
B tbm\n¯pf At¸mÄ Fsâ Hcp hncen\p t]mepw apdp¡ambncp¶p. aZPew
Hens¨mgpIp¶ ]qdnÂ Rm³ I¿pw \m¡pw Hcpt]mse {]hÀ¯n¸n¨p. AhÀ
Bt{Imi§fpXnÀ¡m³ XpS§n.
" lmhq.. Bt¿m... Fât½.... Mqw...Mqw..Mqw..."
AhÀ ImepIÄ Cf¡n BkzZn¨p. \nÀ¯msX Rm³ B tbm\nbnepw, I´nepw
apeIfnepw Fsâ IbvhncpXpIÄ Im«n, D¸pckapÅ B tbm\nt¯\ns\´p cpNn.
Rm\Xp \¡n¡pSn¨p. AsXmcp kpJKwKm{]hmlw t]mse IpXns¨mgpIns¡mncp¶p.
AhcpsS Ih¡nSbnepw s_©nepw Hen¨nd§n. B IhbnSp¡nÂ \n¶pw Fsâ Xeíp
a¯p]nSn¸níp¶ ]pXpKÔw han¨psImncp¶p. AXv B A´co£¯nse§pw ]SÀ¶
t]mse tXm¶n.
" Fsâ Ip«m... hmkp¡p«m... Mqw... \osb´mSm... Fs¶ sI«mtª... Fsâ At¿m...
tlm... Fs´mcp kpJw... Ct{Xw kpJw ChnsSmmbn«pw B ImeamS³,... Fsâ
hmkq«m.. \o ... tlm... \¡Sm... Xncps½Sm... shcep tIÁSm... At¿m F\níp hcpw....
thm.... hcp¯m... F\níI¯p shíWw... AI¯p shíWw... \nÀs¯Sm.."
AhÀ Fsâ Ibv ]nSn¨pamÁn. Fsâ Xe AhcpsS Ih¡qSnÂ \n¶pw XÅn amÁn.
Ft¶ ]nSn¨p s]m¡n. Rm³ AhÀ¡`napJambn«v s_©nÂ Ih¨ncp¶p. Xebm«n
hndíp¶ Fsâ Xeb³Ip® ]nfÀ¶p shÅsamen¸n¨p hms]mfn¨ncn¡p¶ B
sh®¸qdnt\ t\m¡n HÁ¡®nÂ \n¶pw shÅsamen¸n¨p. R§Ä \nc§n At\ym\yw
ASp¯p. AhÀ Fsâ XpSIÄ¡p tate AhcpsS XpSIÄ tIddn Ih¨ncp¶p.
F¶ns«sâ Ip®¯esbSp¯v B NqSp]qdnsâ hmXnenteíp ap«n¨p. ]ns¶ Fsâ
Igp¯nÂ ]nSn¨p Xq§ns¡mv Ft¶mSSp¯p. ]g¯nÂ I¯nbnd§p¶Xp t]mse
AXn\pÅnteí Fsâ I¼n¡p® sX¶nt¡dn. AXp apgph\pw Hcp sk¡âp sImv
AI¯mbn. AhÀ, CSíp I¿n«v ]qdnsâ hm s]mfn¨psh¨p. F¶ns«sâ NppIÄ
hmbnem¡n. F\nípw \Ã kpJw Fsâ Acs¡«nÂ Ig¸nsâ Dcpp tIÁw Ft´m
H¶nsâ ]qÀ®Xíp thnbpÅ Zmlw, AdnbmsX Rm³ AhcpsS Acs¡«v
FtâXpambn tNÀ¯aÀ¯n¸nSn¨p. Fs´mcp apdp¡w Cu ]qdn\v. Fs´mcp NqSv. AhÀ
Fsâ NpnÂ ISn¨psImv Acs¡«p ]Xps¡, F¶mÂ sXcpsXsc Cf¡n. IqSpXÂ
Cft¡n h¶nÃ, At¸mtgípw AhcpsS Acs¡«p FtâXpambn AaÀ¶p tNÀ¶p.
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" Mqw...Mqw...Mqw... F\níp hcp....s¶Sm... F\níp hcp.....s¶Sm... Fsâ hmkq......«m....
Ft¶ sI«n....¸nSnbv...s¡Sm.....slsâ...h¶q... lm....hq..."
AhcpsS Acs¡«v FtâXpambn ]ish¨Xp t]mse H«n¸nSn¨ncp¶p \nivOeambn.
AXn\I v̄ Fs´ms¡tbm s]m«ns¯dnIÄ \S¡p¶Xp t]mse. R§Ä Ddp¸S¦w
sI«n¸nSn¨p F\níp izmkw ap«p¶ t]mse. AaÀ¯n XÅn¸nSn¨t¸mÄ Fsâ Ip®¯e
B tbm\nbpsS ASn¯«nte thsd GtXm Hcp Xpfbnepw tIdn \ndª Hcp {]XoXn.
Cc«n kpJw. AhcpsS ]qÀaknepIÄ B sXdníp¶ tbm\níI¯v kt´mj¯nsâ
tX³IW§Ä hn«phn«p Npc¯p¶Xnsâ thentbÁ§Ä Fsâ Ip®bnÂ {]Xn^en¨p.
AsXsâ Ip®tb NpÁn¸nSn¨p. Iptd {]mhiyw hn«phn«ndp¡nbXn\p tijw AhcpsS
IbvIÄ Aåw Abªp. F¦nepw Fsâ Ip® B NqSp ]qÁn\I¯ncp¶p sR§n
hn§n. Cu Ccp¸v F{XImew thWsa¦nepw Ccpt¶ms« Fs¶\níp tXm¶n. Fsâ
tXmfnÂ apJwsh¨v AhÀ InX¨p ZoÀL\nizmk§sfSp¯p. \nanj§fpsS
thentbÁ¯n\p tijw AhÀ XebpbÀ¯n. Fsâ cp I®pIfnepw
IrXmÀ°XbptSXmb Hmtcm Npw_\w AhÀ \ÂIn. ]ns¶ Fsâ IbvIfnÂ
]nSn¨psImv sasÃ s_©nteíp aeÀ¶p InS¶p.
" hm... tam\n\n... ASn¨p hcp v̄... ... F\níp Xr]vXnbmsbSm... PohnX¯nte BZyt¯
kpJw \nsâ I¶n¡p® F\níp Xs¶Sm... hm... Ct§m«v... Fsâ tZlt¯m«p sIS¶v
ASn¨p hcp v̄. .. Fsâ kmam\w H¶p s\dbs«... "
Rm³ B ]qÁnÂ \n¶pw Ip® DucmsX AhcpsS ImepIÄ XmtgínSm³ t\m¡n.
Fsâ XpSItf adnIS¶v Ih¨v hcp¶nÃ. Rm³ AhcpsS cp ImepIfpw tatem«p
s]m¡n. AhcpsS amdt¯m«p aS¡n sh¨p. ]ns¶ ImepIÄ \nc¡n ]pdtIms«Sp¯p.
the¯csam¶pw ]ÁnbnÃ. »Iv F¶ iÐt¯msS Ip® Ducn shfnbnse¯n.
tbm\ock¯nÂ Ipfn¨v \nÂ¡p¶ sh«nbmSp¶ Fsâ Ip® t\m¡n AhÀ ]p©ncn¨p.
Rm³ t\m¡pt¼mÄ Fsâ ]qSIfpw DIÄ t]mepw AhcpsS tbm\oPe¯nÂ
H«n¸nSn¨ncníp¶p A{Xíp KmVambn B ]®enÂ R§Ä CgpIn tNÀ¶ncp¶p.
" F\níp s_©nÂ sIS¡m³ ]Ápthm¶p kwibm...." Rm³ ]dªp.
" F¶m thKw hm.... apdoÂ t]mImw... " AhÀ NmSnsbgpt¶Áp dm´epsaSp¯v HmSn.
apdnbnse¯n I«nenteíp hoWp. ImepIÄ Ih¨psh¨v IbvsImv ]qdp]nfÀ¯n
aeÀ¶p InS¶p. B Nph¶ ]qdnÂ \n¶v At¸mgpw tX\pdh Heníp¶pmbncp¶p.
Rm\pw sXdn¨mSp¶ Ip®bpambn I«nenÂ tIdn Ih¨p InS¡p¶ Heníp¶ ]qdnsâ
hmXnenÂ Ip® ap«n¨p. Ahcht\ B kzÀ¤hmXnenteíp IbvsImp ]nSn¨v \bn¨p.
Rm³ Ht¶ XÅnbpÅp. »pjvjv F¶ Hcp sNdnb iÐt¯msS Ah³ sX¶nt¡dn
DÅnteíqfnbn«p. DÅnÂ `b¦c apdp¡w. H¸w AXnsâ kpJhpw.
" C\n ASnt¨m... tamt\... thKw ASn¨p hcp¯v... Fsâ tam³ H¯ncn F\níp thn
Iãs¸«Xm..... ASnív... thKw..."
" AI¯p shÅw... hoWm..... hÃ sImgt¸mw...." Rm³ ASníp¶Xn\nSbnÂ tNmZn¨p.
" Hcp sImgt¸meym... IqSnh¶m KÀ`w... Rm\§p s]dpsaSm... \nt¶t]mse Hcp
sNmW¡p«t\ Rm³ s]dpw... \o ASnív..."
GS¯n Ft¶ hen¨v AhcpsS tZlt¯ín«p. F¶ns«sâ apJw ]nSn¨v D½ shím³
XpS§n.
" \o C¨nsc kq£n¨m... F\nsím¶qsS hcp¯mSm... sasÃ ASn¨m aXn... F\nív
aXnbmbnÃ tamt\..."
" Rm\mZym... sNe¸w h¶mtem...."
" \o X¶¯m³..... Ibv sImv..... F¶pw..... sN¿p¶XtÃ... a\sÊmd¸n¨v ASnt¨m.....
hc¯nÃ... "
ASnbpsS Xmf¯nÂ Ipep§ns¡mv Ahsc\nív ss[cyw X¶p. ]ns¶ hbdn\nSbnÂ
IqSn I¿n«v AhcpsS I´nÂ Xncp½m³ XpS§n. Ft¶ sI«n¸nSn¨ncp¶ Is¿Sp v̄
apeIfnÂ sR¡m\pw apesR«v Ii¡m\pw XpS§n. Rm³ Hcp {IaXmf¯nÂ ASn
XpSÀ¶psImncp¶p. gviv.. gviv. gviv.. gviv F¶ Hcp arZpkwKoXw R§fpsS
Acs¡«n\pÅnÂ GS¯nbpsS Ipgª ]qÁnÂ \n¶pw ]pds¸«psImncp¶p. AXnsâ
AI¼SnbnÂ R§fpsS kwt`mKw, Fsâ I¶n¸®Â ]ptcmKan¨p. cp\nanjw thn
h¶nÃ. GS¯n aqfm³ XpS§n.
" Mqw... Mqw... Mqw... hcmdmsbSm... tamt\... Im¨ntímSm... Bªp XsÅSm... DÅntem«p
tIds«Sm...sXcp sXsc..."
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I®S¨v I´nÂXncp½ns¡mhÀ hnfn¨p ]dbm³ XpS§n. Rm³ ASnbpsS thKX
Iq«n. Fsâ Acs¡«nÂ ]mÂ Xnfím³ XpS§n.
" GS¯n ... F\níp hcpw... KoX...¡p...«níp....hcpthm....."
" Mqw... \o ASnt¨mSm... F\n¡pw hcpw... Mqw... hcp¶v....HsSm... tlm... h¶p...t]mbo....
Mqw... XÅnbSnsbSm... IosdSm... tamt\...lqqqqq... lt¿m...."
GS¯n Ibv cpsaSp v̄ Fs¶ hcnªp ]nSn¨p. Fsâ NpnÂ, hmbnÂ AhÀ \m¡p
IS¯n. AtXmsS Fsâ ]mepw Xnf¨p Xqhn.
" Mqw...Mqw... "
Rm³ ap{Ibn«psImv hn«phn«Sn¨v AhcpsS ]qdnsâ AKm[XbnÂ Fsâ ]mÂ
Ddsbmgn¨p. DucnbSním³ km[n¨nÃ. sR«nsR«n, Rm³ Fsâ ]mÂ¸m{Xw Imenbm¡n.
InX¨psImv R§Ä cpt]cpw InS¶p. GS¯n cpI¿pw hi§fnteíp
hnSÀ¯nbn«p InX¨p.
" GS¯o... ]mseÃmw A§SoÂ KÀ`]m{X¯n hosW¶m tXm¶pt¶.."
InXs¸ms¶mXp§nbt¸mÄ Rm³ Fsâ DtZzKw Adnbn¨p.
" KotX¶p hnfnsbSm ssatc... C\nsb´v G«¯n.... sN¿cpXm¯Xp sNbvXp Ignªp.
C\n hcps¶S¯p sh¨p ImWmw... Rm³ s]dpw.... A{Xt¶..."
" sN¿cpXm¯tXm... ?.."
" AXtÃ... A\nb³ GS¯ntb... Ifn¨ntÃ... "
" A¸w \½fp sNbvXXp IpÁatÃ..."
" F´p IpÁw.... \o \nsâ D¯chmZnXzw sNbvXp... tN«t\s¡mp ]Ám¯Xv \o
sNbvXp... t]mIm³ ]d.... Rms\sâ tams\mcp½ Xct«..."
AhÀ Ft¶ hopw KmVambn ]pWÀ¶p. Ft¶ D½IÄ sImp izmkw ap«n¨p.
Rm\sXÃmw kzoIcn¨p.
" KotX... Hcp kwibw tNmZnt¨mt«... ?.."
" KÀ`¯nsâ ImcymsW¦nÂ anmsX sIS¡v.... "
" AXÃ... IeymWw Ignªm \n§sS ]qdn\p \Ã Abhmcníq¶m Rm³ tI«ncnítW....
Ct{Xw \mfmbn«pw.... KotXsS kmam\¯n\v \Ã d_dp hcnª t]mse apdp¡w...
AsX´p {Sn¡m...?..."
" {Sn¡pw thtew H¶pw AsÃSm... kXyw C\n ]dbmtÃm... \nsâ G«³ BI¸mtS
aqt¶m \mtem {]mhtiy... Fsâ kmam\w D]tbmKn¨ns«mÅq.... F¶pw AXnbms\sâ
IqXn \miam¡nbXÃmsX.... "
" s]m«³ tN«³..."
" AXp sImv s\\¡p kpJmbn.... ]p¯³ s]®nt\btÃ ]®n¡kdnbXv.... BZymbXv
sImv s]s«¶v shSn s]m«q¶m Rm³ IcpXntb... ]t£.. \o Rm³ hnNmcn¨Xnepw
hoc\m... Mm... F\níp tbmKanÃmsX t]mbn... "
" C\n Rm\nXqcntímt«..."
" sImd¨qsS AhnSncnís«Sm.... AÃm.... s\\¡n\n Fs´¦nepw thtd
B{Kl§sfmtm... Fsâ sImX¯ntem... hmbntem... sh¡tWm¦n... C\n Hchkcw
CXpt]mse Dmsb¶p hcntIe...."
" Rm³ tN«\Ã KoX¡p«o... Cu Cãw sImp Xt¶ F\níp aXnbmbn...Fsâ
s]mt¶«¯n...."
Rm\pw Hcp henb D½ B NpneÀ¸n¨p. CSínSív Rm\dnbmsX Fsâ
Acs¡«nf¡ns¡mncp¶p. CSív GS¯n ]dªp.
" AÃm... AI¯ncp¶v .. Ah³ hoÀs¯¶p tXm¶p¶p....."
At¸mgmWp Rm³ {i²n¨Xv.
" At¿m... hopw s]m§n....C\nsb´p sN¿pw...?.."
" F´p sN¿m³... \o ASn¨p hcp¯ntím... sImd¨p ]mepw IqSn AIt¯m«p
hogpsat¶ DÅq...... hm...sXmS§ntím.."
" AtÃÂ Rm³ hmWaSn¨p Iftªmfmw... Cu ]qdn\p hÃXpw ]Ánbmtem.... ]mhw..
s_ÂÁnsâ ASn In«oXtÃ..."
" t]mSm... am... A§s\ Ip®sImpw.. s_ÂÁnsâ ASnsImpw
s]mfnbp¶sXm¶paÃSm R§sS Imens¶tSencníp¶Xv.... F¶m \o ASnív. F\nín\n
hcpt¯.. XÂ¡mew Fsâ sImXn XoÀ¶Xm..."
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Rm³ sasÃ Ibv Ip¯n\n¶v ASním³ XpS§n. ASnbnÂ InS¶v GS¯nbpw Acs¡«p
s]m¡n¯¶v klmbn¨p. At¸mÄ F\nsímcm{Klw.
" KoX¡p«níp hcp¯¦nÂ H¶p Ip\nªp \n¶p Xm... s]mdIo¶Sn¨m s]s«¶p
ht¶mfpw...."
" Mqw tN«sâbtÃ A\nb³... B \n¶p Xcmw.... sImX¯ntem«p t\m¡nt¸mIcpXv..."
Rm³ s]s«¶v Ip®bqcn. GS¯n kabw IfbmsX Fgpt¶Áp I«nenÂ \mepImenÂ
Ih¨p \n¶p. Rm³ ]pdInÂ ap«pIp¯n. Ip®sbSp v̄ ]pdInÂ sh¨p XÅn.
" kvYew amdps¶Sm... abntc... C¨ncqsS Xmsg...." AhÀ hnfn¨p ]dªp.
Rm³ Ip®¯e Aåw Xmgv¯n ]nSn¨p XÅn. At¸mfXv icnbmb Xpfbnteíp Ibdn.
]ns¶ Rms\mcp t]mcm«ambncp¶p.
[fIv [fIv iÐt¯msS Rm³ Bªp ]®n. Fsâ iànbnÂ F\níp Xt¶ AÛpXw
tXm¶n. ASnbpsS iànb\pkcn¨v B h·peIÄ InS¶mSn.
" " M..M..M.... Fs´mcSnbmSm CXv... Fsâ ]qdpw hbdpw s]mfnbphtÃmSm... B..
ASníSnív \nsâ sImXnbtÃ... C¸sg§m\pw hcpthmSm...."
" tZ... hcps¶mv... lmhq... Fsâ KoX...¡p«o..... lmmmmmm.... "
Rm³ AhcpsS IpnIÄ Fsâ Acs¡«nt\mSp tNÀ¯p \n¶v sR«nsR«nbSn¨p.
Fsâ ]måm{X¯nÂ Dmbncp¶ A¶t¯ apgph³ ]mepw hopw B ]qdnsâ
AKm[XbnÂ \nt£]n¨p.
Ig¸p ian¨t¸mÄ Rm³ Ip® B \mÂ¡men¸qdnÂ \n¶pw DucnsbSp¯p. ¥Iv F¶
iÐt¯msS AXp Ipgªv AÀ²{]mW\mbn Xq§n¡nS¶p. tbm\nemb\nbpw
I«n¸mepw tNÀ¶ an{inXw Ip®bnemsI ]pcncp¶p. GS¯n Xmtgív A§s\ Xt¶
Iagv¶p InS¶p At¸mÄ B hnSÀ¶ t]mfIfpsS CSbnÂ \n¶pw Fsâ R§fpsS
]måmbkw ]pdt¯símen¨p.
Rm³ GS¯nbpsS IqsS¡nS¶p.
" aXntbm... sImXn XoÀt¶m..." Fsâ aq¡nÂ ]nSn¨p hen¨p sImv GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" sImXn GS¯níÃmcpt¶m..."
" ]nt¶... A¸w Fsâ s]mdtI \o Ct{XwImew aW¸n¨p \S¶Xv F´n\mcp¶p......"
" CXn\p Xt¶....F¶m C¸w tXm¶p¶p thmcps¶¶v.... C¸w \½fp X½nev...
H¶paÃm¯ t]mse..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" AXn¸w FÃmw IgnªXp sImp tXm¶p¶Xm....sImXnb³... C\n sISs¶md§v....
t\cw H¯ncnbmbn....cmhnte Ft¶ CXn\I¯n«v ]qt«Xm... CsÃ¦nÂ AXnbm³
hcp¼w cn\pw In«pw..."
" ag Ignsª¶p tXm¶p¶p..." ac§fnÂ \n¶pw hogp¶ Ce¯pÅnIfpsS iÐta
Ct¸mÄ tIÄ¡p¶pÅq.
" Igntªm... C¸w \½fpw XWp¯p... `qaow XWp¯p..." GS¯n Hcp tIm«phmbn«p.
" Hd§pt¶\p ap¼v.. ASp¡tf¶v XpWnsbms¡ amÁWw.. Bsc¦nepw Im..."
Rms\gpt¶Áp.
" Hm.. Ime¯v sN¿mw.... F\nsímd¡w hcp¶p.... " GS¯n I®S¨p Iagv¶p Xt¶
InS¶p. Rm³ t\m¡pt¼mÄ InS¡bnseÃmw Hen¨p hoWn«pv.
" cmhnte sIS¡ hncn amÁtW... H¶p aqSnsb¦nepw sIS¡v... Fs´mcp sIS¸m.. Cu
km[\¯nsâ... Fsâ Cu s]mt¶«¯osS... \mWw A©be¯qsS t]mbn«nÃ......"
Ip\nªv Rm\m IhnfnÂ Hcp½ sImSp¯p.
" Mm... H«qÃy...t]mbn tIkp sImSv..."
I®S¨pInS¶psImhÀ ]ndp]ndp¯p. ]ns¶ Hcp aqfÂ tI«p. Rm³ I«nenÂ sIS¶
]pXs¸Sp¯v Ahtc ]pX¸n¨p. F¶n«v Xncame t]mse s]m§n\n¶ B IpnbnÂ HcSn
sImSp¯p.
" sÈ....... ieyw sN¿msXSm... "
AhÀ apJw adphit¯íp Xncn¨p InS¶p. Rm\m \njvIf¦amb InS¸v Aåt\cw
t\m¡n \n¶p. hmÂkeyt¯msS B IhnfnÂ H¶p XgpIms\sâ IbvIÄ Xcn¨p.
]ns¶ tXm¶n th, icocw apgph³ sIm XÃpw cp {]mhiyt¯ t`mKmekyhpw
cXnaqÀObpw Hs¡IqSn Ahtc \¶mbn XfÀ¯n¡mWpw. ]mhw s]®v, Dd§nt¡ms«.

Rm³ ASp¡fbnÂsN¶p, XpWnIÄ amÁn sUkvIv t\scbn«p. s_©nÂ hoW
G«¯nbpsS tbm\nt¯s\Ãmw XpS¨pIfªp. tXmÀs¯Sp v̄ Fsâ Ip®bpw
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hr¯nbm¡n. ]pXnb appIÄ apdnbnÂ AeamcbnÂ XncnsI sh¨p. GS¯nbpsS apdn
AS¨p.
]ns¶ Fsâ apdnbnÂ t]mbn Ae¡nb ep¦n FSp¯pSp¯p. A¶t¯
kpJm\p`h§Ä HmÀ¯p InS¶pd§n.

cmhnte Btcm Fsâ t]cv BhÀ¯n¨p hnfníp¶Xp tI«mWv Rm³ I®p Xpd¶Xv.
KtWisâ iÐamWtÃm, AXncmhnte hmbnt\m¡m³ [rXnbmtbm. Rms\gpt¶Áp
IXIp Xpd¶p. t\cw ]cp]cm shfp¯tXbpÅp.
" F´m KtW«m..." Dd¡¨ShnÂ Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" ]nt¶tb... Hcp kwKXov..... \o ht¶ ]dbmw...." KtWisâ apJt¯ Kuchw
It¸mÄ Fsâ Dd¡¨Shp t]mbn.
I¿nencp¶ ]{Xw s]m¡n¡mWn¨psImv Ah³ apÁ¯nsâ Hcp aqebnteíp \S¶p.
Rm³ Ahsâ ]pdtI sN¶p. \S¡p¶ hgn apÁt¯ aWenÂ InS¶ C¶et¯
tXmÀ¯v Rm³ Ip, AsXSp v̄ sNdnb Xn®bntesídnªp. Ah³ Ft¶
apÁ¯nsâ aqebnÂ \nÂ¡p¶ sNdnb amhnsâ ]pdInteíp hnfn¨p.amÁn \nÀ¯n.

G«¯nb½ -- 11

" \o CsXm¶p t\m¡ntb...." I¿nencp¶ ]{Xw \nhÀ¯n¡mWn¨psImv KtWi³
]dªp. Rm³ Ht¶mSn¨p t\m¡n H¶pw InÃ.
" CXnses´ms¶m KtW«³ ]tdt¶..."
" \o Xmsg teÁv \yqkv t\m¡v..."
Rm³ teÁv \yqkv tImfw t\m¡n. AXnse hmÀ¯ Rm³ hmbn¨p.
" Ct{X HtÅm... Rm³ hnNmcn¨p......CXnhnsS an¡hmdpw F¶pw ]XnshmÅXtÃ"
" FSm... \o B hosS \¼cp {i²nt¨m...?.... \½sS s]m¶¸sâ Po¸nsâ \¼cpw CXp
Xt¶btÃ.... \½sS tN«³ C¶se hnfnt¨mp t]mtb¡W....."
" tM... "
Fsâ Xet¨mdnsemcp sImÅnbm³ an¶n. hndíp¶ IbvIfpw XpSníp¶ N¦pambn Rm³
hmÀ¯ hopw hmbn¨p. sicnbmWtÃm. C¶se Rm³ t]mbn hnfnt¨mp h¶
s]m¶¸sâ Po¸nsâ \¼À Xt¶. Bep¦Â BsI cp Po¸pw Hcp Aw_mÊUÀ
Imdpta SmIvknbmbnt«mSp¶pÅp. aq¶nsâbpw \¼cpIÄ \m«pImÀ¡p
ImWm¸mTambncp¶p. A£cmÀ°¯nÂ Rm³ Icªpt]mbn. a\ÊpsImp
{]mÀ°n¨p. tXhtc, CXv ]{X¡mÀ¡p ]Ánb sXÁmbncnítW F¶v. Fsâ I®p\oÀ
I KtWi³ ]dªp.
" \o X{Xs¸SmsX... BZyw \½s¡m¶p t]mbn t\m¡mw... Xmeq¡mip]{XoemsW¶tÃ
]dªncnípt¶....." KtWi³ Ft¶ Bizkn¸n¨p.
" Mm..... BZyw t]mbn t\m¡mw... ]t£... GS¯ntbmsSm¶p ]dbt...." Rm³
tNmZn¨p.
" C¸w thtWm....?.."
" thWw... C¸w ]dªntÃ¸ns¶ ...AXp ]ns¶ {]iv\amIpw...."
" F¦n...... \o ]dtªm... F¶n«v Hcp§n \nÃv... Rm³ t]mbn... B Imdp hnfnt¨mp
hcmw... Bsc¦nepw sImtmtW\p ap¼v....."
" CÃ... C¸w sN¶m hn knwK¸qcnsâ ho«n¡mWpw... agbmbXpsImv Abmfp
Imdns¶d¡pthm.. Bthm..."
" AXp Rm³ t\m¡nt¡mfmw... \o Hcp§v...." KtWi³ knwK¸qÀ tXmambpsS
ho«ntetímSn.
knwK¸qcnte s]mdpXn Ignªv \m«nÂ h¶t¸mÄ tXm½kpIp«n hm§nb Imdmbncp¶p
R§fpsS {Kma¯nse GIImÀ. kz´w Bhiy¯n\pw ]ns¶ \Ã ImemhkvYbnÂ
am{Xw SmIvknbmbn«pw D]tbmKníp¶ hn. C\nsbmcp Po¸pÅXv hÀ¡vtjm¸nÂ
tIdnbn«v cmgvNbmbn. C¶se \Ã agbmbncp¶XpsImv \m«phgnbmsI sNfnbpw
Ipgnbpambncnípw. AbmÄ hn Xcptam Ft´m.
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Rm³ ]{Xhpambn GS¯nbpsS apdnbntetímSn. hmXnÂ Xpd¶p InS¡p¶p.
IpfnapdnbnÂ \n¶pw ]m«nsâ iÐw. cmhnte Ipfním³ tIdntbm. Rm³ IpfnapdnbpsS
hmXnÂ¡se¯n. IXInÂ ap«ms\mcp§n. th Ipfn Ignbs«.
" {]mW\mY...... _nep_nfp_nep_nfp..... Inb ]cam\µ.... _nep_nfp_nep_nfp.....
]dhXns\fp......._nep_nfp_nep_nfp..... tam......"
shÅw tImcnsbmgnípt¼mÄ apdnbp¶ {]mW\mY³ ]m«v. C¶et¯ ckw
HmÀ¯mbncnípw, ]mhw, F§s\ Rm\nXp ]dbpw. ]t£ ]dbmsX ]ÁnÃtÃm.
GXmbmepw GS¯nbpsS Ipfn Ignbpt¼mtgípw Rm\pw H¶p ]Ãp tXt¨ímw. Rm³
InWÁpIcbntetímSn.
]ÃptX¨p aÁpImcy§sfms¡ \S¯nsb¶p hcp¯n Xncn¨p h¶t¸mtgípw GS¯n
apdnbnse¯nbncp¶p. Nmcnbncp¶ IXIp Xpd¶v Rm\I¯p tIdn. I®mSnbnÂ
t\m¡ns¡mv AhÀ »uknsâ lq¡v hen¨p Ip¯pIbmbncp¶p.
" sÈSm... HÁ cm{XnsImv ChÁIf§p hepXmtbm..." hen¨nSp¶Xn\nSbnÂ BßKXw
t]msebpÅ AhcpsS s]mdps]mdp¡Â tI«mWp Rm³ AI¯p IbdnbXv.
I®mSnbnÂ Ft¶ I DSt\ AhÀ ]dªp.
" BMvlm... cmhnte Xt¶ Cs§WoÁp t]mt¶m hmbn t\m¡m³... Hs¶d§ntb...
Rm\o XpWnsbm¶pSpt¯ms«..."
AhÀ »ukn«n«p Xncnªp \n¶p.
AhÀ ]dªXv sicnbmbncp¶p. B apeIÄ Ct¸mÄ Cc«n hepXmbXp t]mse. HÁ
cm{Xn sImv AhÀ IqSpXÂ kpµcnbmbXpt]mse. apJt¯ {]k¶`mhw \n¶p
Xnf§p¶p. IcW v̄ H¶pw Adnbm\nÃ. aÀ±\¯nsâ thZ\sbms¡ Ignª
cm{Xnbnte ssaYp\w sImv t]mbt]mse. apSnbnÂ NpÁn apdp¡nbncp¶
tXmÀs¯Sp¯v AhÀ B apeIÄ¡p IpdpsIbn«p. ]ns¶ hncepIÄ sImv
Agnªpeª apSn tImXm³ XpS§n. XesNcn¨p apSntImXp¶ Ahtc, emkyhXnbmbn
\n¶p apSntImXp¶ B chnhÀ½Nn{Xt¯ sI«n¸nSním³, hcnªaÀ¯n B aeÀ¶
NppIÄ hen¨pIpSním³, B am\knImhkvYbnÂ t]mepw F\níp tXm¶nt¸mbn.
A{Xíp hiyX AhcnÂ At¸mgpmbncp¶p. Rm³ bmYmÀ°y¯nteíp Xncn¨p h¶p.
" GS¯o.. AXv .. Rm³..." F§s\ hnjbw AhXcn¸nípsa¶dnbmsX Rm³ \n¶p
Ipg§n.
" Adnbmw... Adnbmw... IqSpXep sa\s¡S... \nsâ samJw Imednbmw... \o
shfp¡m\mbn«p shjan¨p sIS¡phmcps¶¶v... AtXmmWtÃm... C¸¯s¶
apdotem«p NmSnt¡doXv...."
AhÀ F¶ sXÁn²cns¨¶p tXm¶n. Rm³ hopw Ahtc {]m]ním³ h¶p
F¶hÀ¡p tXm¶n¡mWpw.
" AXtÃS¯o.....Hcp Imcyw...."
" kt´mjw .... C¸gpw GS¯o¶p Xt¶ hnfn¡WptÃm... Fsâ hmkq«m...
C¶et¯X§p ad¶p If... F\nípw Hcp sXÁp ]Áo¶p sht¨m... h«p tIdnt¸mbn...
C¸w... BsI Hcp hÃmbvI tXm¶p¶p.... AtXmv..."
" GS¯o... Rm³ ]td¶Xv..."
Rm³ CSíp NmSn. ]t£ AhÀ k½Xn¨nÃ. kmcn¯p¼p ]mhmSbnÂ Ip¯n H¶p
Id§ns¡mv AhÀ XpSÀ¶p.
" \½fn\n ]gbXpt]mse H¶pw th... Fsâ s]mdtI \o \S¡ptIw th... ]ns¶..."
AhÀ ]dbp¶Xn\nSív Rm³ I«nenÂ Ibdn Ccp¶v AklyXtbmsS Xe IpSªp.
AXp I AhÀ ]dªp.
" AXp sicn... Ccp¶§p Ip kpJnímsa¶p hnNmcn¨p AtÃ... \nt¶mSp ]dbp¶Xp
sImv {]tbmP\anÃ... FÃmw Rm³ Xt¶ hcp¯n sh¨ntÃ.... tZ, Hcp Imcyw....C\n
Ft¶ ieys¸Sp¯nbm... Rm³ \nsâ tN«t\mSp ]tdw...."
" Hm... H¶p \nÀ¯Wptm.... shfp¸nt\ Rm³ \n§sS tat¯m«p tIdm³ h¶XÃ....
thsdmcXymhiy Imcyw ]dbm\m ht¶..."
" Mm... sicnbm... Rm\Xp ad¶p... \nsâ tN«³ hcpt¶\p ap¼v Ft¶ apdníI¯n«p
]q«tWmtÃm.. CtÃÂ s\\¡pw ]qip In«pw... XÃp sImÅm³ t]SnbmWtÃm AtÃ.... "
AhÀ s]m«n¨ncn¨psImv I®mSnbnÂ t\m¡n kmcn t\scbn«p. ]ns¶ apSn ]pdtIm«p
hnXnÀ¯nbn«p. »ukn\It¯íp ]uUÀ IpSªp.
" H¶p \nÀs¯sâ s]®p¼ntÅ... Rms\m¶p ]tds«...."
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F\nícniw h¶p. Ie]nem Ie]nem cmhnte sNeím³ XpS§nbncníp¶p. C{Xbpw
hmNmebmbn Ahtc Rm\mZyw ImWpIbmWv. a\ÊnÂ kt´mjw \ndªp
Xpfp¼p¶pmhpw. AWsI«nbsXms¡ C¶se Xr]vXnbmthmfw Xpd¶p hn«XtÃ.
a\ÊnÂ AXnsâ emLhw DmIpw.
" \nÀ¯nsbsâ B¼ndt¶mt\.... Ft´m¶m s\\¡n{X cmhnte
Fgps¶Ån¡ms\mÅXv... ]d..." AhÀ apdníp ]pd¯nd§n. `n¯nbnÂ sNcn¨p
sh¨ncp¶ ssZh§fpsS ]S§Ä¡p ap¼nÂ sN¶p \n¶p. km{¼mWn I¯n¨p. ]ns¶
H¶p sXmgpXp.
" AÃ... C¶se tN«\v ... hÃ A]ISsa§m\pw ]Ántbms¶mcp kwibw...."
Rm³ hndíp¶ hm¡pItfmsS hnjbw AhXcn¸ním³ t\m¡n. AhÀ s]s«¶p
Xncnªp \n¶p. kmcn¯p¼p FfnbnÂ NpÁn¡p¯n. F¶n«v Ffnsímcp IbvIp¯n
\n¶n«p ]dªp.
" H¶p t]mSm.. AXp km[\w thtd... ]qt¨sS Ducm \nsâ tN«\v.. Adnbmthm...
F§s\ ]nSns¨dnªmepw... \mepImtese s\e¯p hogs¯mÅp... ]ns¶bm
A]ISw... \o hm... Im¸n Xcmw... C¶se samXev cntâw hbdp ImenbÃmcpt¶m....
a\ÊtÃ s\dsªmÅq.... ]ns¶ tNmdpw IqSn Dn«v... \o Ft¶ ]q«nbnt«m...
Rms¶md§nsbWo¡p¼w aq¸cv h¶p IXIp sXmd¡pw, kt´mjmhpw... `mtcysS
A\pkcW Iv...."
GS¯n ASp¸nencp¶p Xnfíp¶ Aepan\nbw ]m{X¯nteív Im¸ns¸mSnbpw
]©kmcbpw C«nfn¡n. ]ns¶ ]m{Xw XpWn Iq«n FSp¯p amÁnsh¨p.
" AÃ... C¶se tN«³ t]mbXv A{X ]´nbÃmsX..."
" Hm... A§s\sbm¶qsÃSm... sNe¸w C¯ncn IÅp IpSníphmcnípw... A]qÀhw
sNe¸w ... a\Ên tZjyw tXm¶p¼w.. t]mbn Hcp Ip¸n IÅp hen¨p tIÁpw... ]ns¶
sImtd sXdn¸m«p ]mSpw... C¶sebmcpt¶Â Rm³ \nt¶ AXp ]mSnt¡¸nt¨t\.. C\n
]Á¯nÃ..... C\nsb¶Ã... Hcníepw \nt¶mSn\n h¿...."
AhÀ Im¸nbpsaSp v̄ Fsâ IqsS h¶v s_©nencp¶p. ]ns¶ Im¸n DuXn¡pSn¨p.
Rm³ Im¸n I¿nseSp¯nÃ.
" C\n ]d... s\\s¡t¶mSv F´m C{X ]dbms\mÅXv... Ip¶mbva htÃmamsW¦n...
tam³ sa\s¡S... ]dtª¡mw...."
At¸mÄ shfnbnÂ \n¶pw Imdnsâ tlm¬ iÐw tI«p.
" lnXmcm.... C{X cmhnse \½sS aqeív Imdpw sImv...? " GS¯n BtcmsS¶nÃmsX
]dªp.
" AXv......Rm³... GS¯o... Rm³ Xmeq¡mip]{Xn htc H¶p t]mIphm..."
" F´mSm... C¶et¯ Ignª¸w .. s\\¡p kwibw htÃmw... ]cntim[n¡m\mtWev...
F\nív amdmtcmKsam¶pansÃSm...."
Fsâ tXhtc, ChtcmsS§s\ Imcyw ]dbpw. ChÀ Ct¸mgpw asÁmcp temI¯mWv.
F¦nepw hne¡s¸« temIamsW¶ IpÁt_m[w DpXm\pw. Cu am\knImhkvYbnÂ
Rm³ Imcyw ]dªmÂ Hcp s]m«ns¯dn Dd¸mWv.
" ]ns¶... C¶t¯ ]{X¯nsemcp hmÀt¯v..."
" AXp ]XnhtÃ... Ft´mhm... \½sS \m«nÂ htÃmcpw _eÂkwKtam.. sImÅtbm
\S¯ntbm... C{X AXymhiymbn«v \o ]{Xw t\m¡tW... AYhm Hs¦n¯t¶
GXmbmepw \obÃ \S¯ocnítW... C¶se cm{Xo \o ChnsS Hmcps¶¶v H¶mw
km£n Rm\tÃ..."
" GS¯n hÀ¯m\w \nÀ¯n Cu hmÀ¯ H¶p hmbnt¨..."
Rm³ ]{Xw \nhÀ¯n hmÀ¯ sXm«p ImWn¨p. hmbn¨n«v H¶pw kw`hním¯ t]mse
AhÀ tNmZn¨p.
" CXnse´mSm ]pXpa... F¶pw ]{X¯n ImWp¶XtÃ... hniZmbn«dnbtWm¦n.... \msf
cmhnet¯ ]{Xw hmbn¨m t]mtc... Imdpw sImv C¸tg Xmeq¡mip]{Xotem«v
]mbtWm...."
" AXtÃS¯o... Cu ]td¶ Pot¸em... C¶se \½sS tN«³ t]mbncnítW...."
Rm³ ]dsªm¸n¨p. Ft´m a\Ênemhm¯Xp t]mse AhÀ H¶p Nn´n¨p. ]ns¶
AhcpsS hms]mfnªp I®p angn¨p. N¦nÂ CSn¨hÀ \nehnfn¨p.
" tM... Fsâ `tKmXo....NXnt¨m... Ftâ«³...." AhÀ ]pdtIm«p adnªp.
{]Xo£n¨ncp¶XpsImv Rm\htc Fsâ NpaenÂ Xm§n.
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" GS¯o... GS¯o..." Rm³ Ipep¡n hnfn¨p. A\¡anÃ. Rm³ Ahtc Nmbn¨v
s_©nteíp InS¯n. F¶n«v Ipd¨p XWp¯ shÅsaSp¯p apJ¯p Xfn¨p. AhÀ
sasÃ I®p Xpd¶p. Ft¶ H¶p angn¨p t\m¡n. ]ns¶ \nehnfn¨psImv
NmSnsbgpt¶Áp.
" F\ns¡tâ«t\ ImWWw... hmkq«m.... F\ns¡tâ«t\ C¸w ImWWw... hmkq«m..
t]mImw... hm..... "
AhÀ t\tc apdnbntetímSn. Rm³ ]pdtI sN¶p. Cuizc·mcpsS ]S§fpsS ap¼nÂ
sN¶p \n¶p, ]ns¶ sNhnIfnÂ cp IbvIÄ ]nSn¨v IcªpsImv G¯an«p.
" Fsâ tXhtc... Ftâ«s\m¶pw... hcp¯tÃ... am¸v... am¸v....s]mdp¡tW.... F\nív
hs¿sâ hmkq«m.. hm t]mImw... "
" GS¯n Icªp Iqh... A{Xsím¶pw kw`hn¨n«nÃ....." Rm³ Ahtc ItkcbnÂ
]nSn¨ncp¯n.
" At¿m...... Rms\mcp alm]m]nbmtW... Fsâ G«³...."
" \½s¡mSt\ t]mImw... s\ehnfn¨v _lfapm¡mtX kam[m\ambn«ncp¶v
{]mÀ°nív.... Cuizc³ H¶pw hcp¯¯nÃ....." ]dsª¦nepw Rm\pw
IcbpIbmbncp¶p.
At¸mtgípw KtWi³ apdnbnteíp Ibdn h¶p.
" KtW«m... GS¯ntb H¶p t\m¡ntímtW... Rms\mcp jÀ«nt«ms«.... "
Rm³ Fsâ apdnbntetímSn. In«nb jÀs«Sp¯p. Xncn¨p h¶t¸mtgípw GS¯n
shfnbnend§n¡gnªp. Rm³ IXIp ]q«ms\mcp§n, At¸mgmWmÀ¯Xv, ]Ww.
" GS¯o... ImsihnsSbm sh¨ncnítW...."
" Aeamco t\m¡v...." AhÀ Icªp sImv aq¡p ]ngnªp.
Rm³ GS¯nbpsS apdnbnÂ Ibdn. Xmt¡mÂ apIfnÂ Xs¶ Dmbncp¶p.
apIfnet¯ X«nÂ sh¨ncp¶ tN«sâ _msKSp¯p t\m¡n. Ipds¨Sp¯p t]m¡Ánen«p,
H¶p Nn´n¨p, ]ns¶ _mKp I¿nseSp¯p.
hoSp]q«n Rm\pw KtWi\pw apt¼bpw hnXp¼nIcªp sImv GS¯nbpw ]Snbnd§n.
hnemkn\nbpsS ]Sníse¯nbt¸mÄ AhÄ apÁaSníp¶p. R§sf¡bpS³ AhÄ
NqÂ hens¨dnªn«v HmSnh¶p.
" Ft§m«m FÃmcpw IqsS C{X cmhnte....?
" hntÃ¨o... R§Ä Xmeq¡mip]{Xo htc H¶p t]mIpIm... sN«s\mcp sNdnb
A]ISsa¶p ]{X¯nÂ hmbn¨p.... hosSm¶p t\m¡ntímWw.." Rm³ Xmt¡mÂ
hnemkn\nbpsS t\Às¡dnªp sImSp¯p.
" F´]ISm... hmkq«m..."
" h¶n«v ]dbmw....kabanÃ..." R§Ä HmSn ImdnÂ tIdn. KtWi³ ap¼nepw R§Ä
]pdInepambn. GS¯n IcªpsImncp¶p.
" GS¯n Ic¨nÂ \nÀ¯v... tN«s\m¶pw ]Án¡mW¯nÃ......"
Rm³ kmcn¯ps¼Sp¯v I®ocp XpS¨p sImSp¯p. AhÀ B Xp¼pw ISn¨p ]nSn¨v
Ip\nªncp¶p.
Bep¦se¯nbt¸mÄ _mÀ_À Ipªq«³ Imdn\p Ibv ImWn¨p. ss{UhÀ iin Imdp
\nÀ¯n. KtWis\ XÅnamÁns¡mv Ipªq«³ ImdnÂ tIdnbncp¶p.
" Rm\qsS hcmw.... Fs´¦nepw AXymhiyw h¶mtemSm³ Bfp tht..."
" \o t]m¶mev .. s\\¡v IS sXmd¡t...." s]m¶¸³ tNmZn¨p.
" Hm...Hcokw sNc¸v ap«o¶v sh¨v \m«pImÀ¡v Hcp sImgt¸mw hc¯nÃ....." ss{UhÀ
iin Fsâ apJt¯íp t\m¡n. Rm³ Xebm«n A\phmZw sImSp¯p. hn \o§n.
ag ImcWw R§fpsS hgn BsI Ipgnbpw sNfnbpambncp¶p.
" C¶p hn Fd¡m³ knwK¸qcn\p aSnbmcp¶p. ]ns¶... Bhiyw CXm¶p
]dªXpsImSp am{Xm k½Xnt¨.... "
iin kwkmcním³ XpS§n. iinbpsS hnbnÂ tIdnbmÂ ]{Xam^oknÂ sNÃp¶
t]msebmsW¶mWp \m«pImÀ ]dbp¶Xv. hmtXmcmsX HuNnXyw t\m¡msX
kwkmcn¨psImncnípw.
" Mqw..." KtWi³ aqfn.
" hniZambn«p htÃmw Adnbmthm hmkq«m..... " iin tNmZn¨p.
" CÃ..." Rm³ ]dªp.
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" Cu¸td¶ Iept¦Â ag¡me v̄ hn ]Xnhmbn«v CSnímsdmÅXm... CsXmscd¡w
Fd§n sNÃp¼gm... ]mS¯nsâ \Sp¡qsS Hcp sh«phgnsbmv.. AhnS¶v HÅ
sNfnsbÃmw IqsS Po¸ntâw Imdntâw Sbtd ]Án.....B Iep¦nsâ AhsSmÅ SmÀ
tdmUp apgph\pw sX¶ns¡S¡pIm... kq£n¨ntÃÂ sX¶nbXp Xt¶... ]ns¶
s]m¶¸sâ SbdmsW¦n..... FÃmw sam«bmbn.... .."
GS¯n CSív Ft¶ H¶p t\m¡n. kmcanÃ F¶ AÀ°¯nÂ Rm\hcpsS
Ibv]¯nbnÂ ]nSns¨m¶aÀ¯n. AXp \nÀPohambXp t]mse XWp¯ncp¶p.
" AhsS Hcmfv X«nt¸mbns«mÅXm... Pot¸¶p sXdn¨v ... Iep¦p sI«nbXnsâ _m¡n
sImd¨v IÃhntSw ChnsSsams¡bmbn«v B tXm«n sISs¸mv.. AtXtem«v Xtew
Ip¯n hosW¶m ]tdt¶..... `bIcw..." iin XpScp¶p.
" Fsâ iio \nsâ \mhS¡n hntbmSnív... \m¡ns\ÃpanÃ... XeíI¯msW¦n
H¶panÃ.... shSphmb³...." KtWi³ tZjys¸«p. iin ]ns¶ annbnÃ.
hn \m«p hgnbnÂ \n¶pw SmÀ tdmUnÂ tIdn.
" s]mdtIm«p t\m¡ntí... C¸w \½fp Xt¶ F´p am{Xw sNfn Cu SmÀ tdmUntem«p
tIÁn... s]mdtI hcp¶h³ kq£n¨ntÃÂ..."
Ipªq«³ KtWisâ ]pdInÂ IqSn I¿n«v iinbpsS Xesím¶p sRm«n. iiníp
Imcyw a\Ênembn. Aåw Ignªt¸mÄ hopw ]dªp.
" {]mtZinI hmÀ¯Ifp Ignªp ImWpw ... GXmbmepw t\m¡mw.... "
iin tdUntbm Hm¬sNbvXp. knwK¸qcnsâ hnbnÂ am{Xta tdUntbm DÅp.
hmÀ¯IÄ Ignªncp¶p. Ne¨n{XKm\§Ä \S¶psImncníp¶p. sN½o\nte
{]ikvXamb s]®mtf F¶ ]m«v. tIÄ¡m³ ]Ánb aqUmbncp¶nsÃ¦nepw iinbpsS
hmbSbpatÃm F¶p Rm³ kam[m\n¨p. ]m«p XpSÀ¶psImncp¶p.
" Acb³ tXmWnbnÂ t]mbmev...
IcbnÂ Imhev \o thWw
F¶mtW \n¶mtW ...IWh³ AtÃen¡c ImWqÃm..."

s]s«¶v GS¯n s]m«n¡cªp. Rms\m¶¼c¶p. ]ns¶ a\Ênembn, B ]m«nsâ
AÀ°w, AXmWv GS¯ntb Icbn¨sX¶v.
ISenÂ t]mb Xsâ ap¡ph\p thn Icbnencníp¶ `mcy ]mXnhrXyw ]men¨nsÃ¦nÂ
ap¡pht\ ISe½ sImpt]mIpw. Xpd¡mcpsS CSbnÂ \nÂ¡p¶ B
hnizmkamWtÃm sN½o³ F¶ t\mhenÂ XIgn FSp¯p ]dbp¶Xv. Rmt\mÀ¯p
C¶se a\ÊpsImv GS¯n AhcpsS icocw F\níp X¶ B kabw Xs¶ A]ISw
\S¶ncníp¶p.
AhÀ Fsâ apJ¯p t\m¡n.
" AtX kabw... C¶te A¸gm A]ISw \St¶... Fsâ a\Êp ]Xdnb¸w...."
AhÀ ]nt¶bpw hnXp¼n. Rm³ apJw Ip\n¨p. F\níp¯cw ap«nt¸mbn. Rm³ ]dªp.
" iio... tdUntbm \nÀ v̄.... " iin tdUntbm Hm^v sNbvXp.
" Cht\mSv sImtd t\cambn«v... ]dbpIm....ChnsS titjmsÅmcv... Xo Xn¶ncníp¼w
Ahsâ hmNIaSow ]m«pw... C\n \o hm sXmd¶m..." Ipªq«³ iintb hnc«n.
" Fsâ hmkq«m..... " Ahscsâ s\©nteíp Xe Nmbv¨p. Rm\htc tXmfnÂ ]nSn¨p
tNÀ¯p. F¶n«m sNhnbnÂ a{´n¨p.
" F\níp a\Ênembn GS¯o... \½fp a\Êdnªv sNbvX sXÁÃtÃm.... AdnbmsX
]Ánt¸mbXtÃ... Cuizc³ in£ní¯nÃm¶v hnizknív.... Ht¡Án\pw ImcW¡mc³
Rm\m... thmcp¶p... \n§tf¡qSn Rm³ s]g¸n¨p... \in¸n¨p..... " Rm\pw Icªp
t]mbn. hnbpsS Cc¼enÂ Fsâ kwkmcw Bcpw tIÄ¡p¶pmbncp¶nÃ.
" Fsâ GS¯o.... \n§fp cp t]cpw C§s\ hnjantí ImcyanÃt¶...
At§ms«m¶p sNÃs«... kwKXn F´ms¶m¶dnbs«..."
KtWi³ ]pdtIm«p Xncnªv R§tf Bizkn¸n¨p. GS¯n Fsâ s\©nÂ \n¶pw
thÀs]«p. ]ns¶ I®pXpS¨v t\scbncp¶p.
hn HmSns¡mncp¶p. cpcc aWn¡qdnsâ Zqcapv Xmeq¡mip]{Xnbnteív.
Iptd¡gnªt¸mÄ KtWi³ ]pdtIm«p Xncnªv tNmZn¨p
" GS¯o.... htÃmw IpSníptIm IgníptIm atÁm thtWm... cmhnte Fd§oXtÃ..."
KtWi³ hopw tNmZn¨p.
thm F¶v GS¯n Xebm«n.
" Hcp t{Ìm§p Nmb IpSn¨m sImÅmcp¶p....." iin ]dªp.
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" \obn¸w A§s\ Nmb IpSním... A§p sN¶n«v tIÁnbm aXn...." Ipªq«³
]dªp.
" KtW«m... hn FhntSepw \nÀ¯n... B iinív Nmb hm§ns¡mSp¡v... Ah³ hn
HmSn¡p¶h\tÃ ... C\n AXnsâ sImg¸w th..." Rm³ ]dªp.
ASp¯ Nmb¡SbpsS ap¼nÂ hn HXp¡nbn«p. AhÀ aq¶p t]cpw Cd§n.
" \n§s¡m¶pw tht..." Ipªq«³ tNmZn¨p.
" th....\n§fp thKw h¶m aXn..." Rm³ ]dªp.
Rm\pw GS¯nbpw Imdnencp¶p. GS¯n Fsâ tXmft¯íp Xe Nmbn¨p.
" C\n F{X Zqtcmv..." GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" IqSnbm...Hcp.... Hcp aWn¡qdp aXn... hnjanímsX.... Fsâ GS¯o.... H¶pw
kw`hnínsÃt¶... sNe¸w ]{X¡mÀ¡p \¼cp amdnbXmcnípw....."
" AO\pw At½w... htÃmw Adnªp ImWptam Bthm.... Ahtc F§s\
AdnbnípsaSm..?......"
" BZyw \½fp kXymhkvY Adnbs«...]ns¶ t\m¡mw...."
" F¶mepw Fsâ hmkq«m... Rm³ s]g¨XpsImtÃSm... Fsâ F«\nXp ht¶... Fsâ
Cuizcm... Fs¶bs§Sp¯m aXnbmcp¶ntÃ..." hn§n¡cbp¶ AhcpsS I®p\ocv
hoWv Fsâ jÀ«pw Npaepw \\ªp.
At¸mtgípw Hcp I«³ Im¸nbpambn KtWi³ F¯n.
" C¶mSm... GS¯níp sImSv...."
" F\níp th... hmkq«³ IpSnt¨m... " AhÀ aq¡p ]ngnªp XpS¨p. Rm³ Im¸n
hm§n DuXn. ]ns¶ AhcpsS NptmSSp¸n¨p sImSp¯p.
" shdpwhbÁn ho«ns¶d§oXtÃ... Hcp Ihnfp IpSn¡v.... shjtamw shi¸pw
IqSnbmbm..... \½¡p t\tc \nt¡XtÃ...."
AhÀ Fsâ I®nteíp t\m¡n. ]ns¶ Hcp IhnÄ IpSn¨p, ]ns¶ ¥mÊp X«n\o¡n.
_m¡n Rm\pw IpSn¨p. cp an\n«p Ignªt¸mÄ Ipªq«³ h¶p ¥mÊp
XncnsIs¡mp t]mbn. FÃmhcpw hnbnÂ Ibdn. hn HmSm³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ iin
]dªp.
" \Ã skmb¼³ Xmdms½m« tdmsÌmmcp¶p.... [rXnbmb sImm....AtÃev...."
" R§tf Bip]{XoÂ hnt«¨v... \o t]mbn XmdmhpwIq«¯nÂ t]mbn sISt¶m... sImXn
Xocp¼w h¶m aXn....."
" AÃm... thos«m¶phÃmcp¶q...." iin Cfn`y\mbn.

cp IntemaoÁtdmfw t]mbt¸mÄ iin hopw ]dªp.
" CXnte t]mbm.. B Iep¦p ImWmcp¶p....."
sicnbmbncp¶p. B hgn t]mbmÂ s]§fpsS ho«nse¯mw. ]t£ Bcpw adp]Sn
]dªnÃ. ]t£ AXp tI« GS¯n hopw hnXp¼n. KtWi³ iinbpsS XpSbnÂ
HcSn sImSp¯p. iin hn t\tc hn«p.
Bip]{XnbnÂ sN¶ R§Ä GS¯ntb kµÀiI apdnbnÂ Ipªq«t\ GÂ¸n¨v
hnhc§Ä At\zjn¨p. Uyq«n tUmÎsd Ip, cPnÌdnÂ t]cpt\m¡n. hmÀ¯
sicnbmbncp¶p. Fsâ Imensâ s]cphncenÂ \n¶pw Hcp hndbÂ. KtWi³ Ft¶
Xm§nbnÃmbncps¶¦nÂ Rm³ adnªSn¨p hotWt\. ss{UhÀ¡v Imcyambns«m¶pw
]Ánbn«nÃ. sNdnb Ipd¨p apdnhpIÄ am{Xw, ]ns¶ Imensâ ap«v H¶pfp¡nbn«pv.
tN«\pw ]pdta H¶pw CÃ, F¦nepw t_m[w sXfnbm¯Xp sImv sFkobphnÂ
¯t¶ InS¯nbncníp¶p. R§Ä AhnsS HmSnsb¯n. A\pP\msW¶p ]dªn«pw
AIt¯íp IbÁn hn«nÃ. tcmKníp t_m[w sXfnbmsX IbÁpInsÃ¶ ]nSnhminbnÂ
\gvkpamÀ \n¶p. Rm³ AhnsSbpmbncp¶ Nmcps_©nÂ Ccp¶n«v KtWit\
GS¯ntb sImp hcm\mbn ]dªp hn«p. GS¯ntb sImp h¶n«v KtWi\pw
Ipªq«\pw s]m¶¸t\ ImWm³ hmÀUnteíp t]mbn. hnhc§Ä AdnbWatÃm.
sFkobphnsâ h«¯pfbneqsS R§Ä tN«t\ Hcp t\m¡p Ip. aq¡nepw hmbnepw
Fs´ms¡tbm IpgepIÄ. GS¯n Fsâ NpaenÂ Nmcn\n¶p. AhÀ Ct¸mÄ
hogpsa¶p tXm¶n. AI¯p \n¶pw Cd§n h¶ t\gvknt\mSv Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" CXv... B tcmKnbpsS `mcybm... Rm³ A\nb\pw....H¶I¯p hnSmtam... H¶p Im
aXn..."
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" At¿m.. Fâ\nbm... t_m[w sXfnbmsX Btcbpw AIt¯íp hnScpsX¶v tUmÎdp
{]tXyIw ]dªns«mv..."
" C¸w F§s\bpv..."
" HSnhpw NXhpw H¶qey... H¶pw Imcyambn«v ]Ánbn«nÃ... ]nt¶ Ft´m t_m[w
sXfnªn«nÃ... IÅnsâ elcow Hv..."
AhÀ R§tf H¶p kq£n¨p t\m¡nbn«v \S¶pt]mbn.
tlm, kam[m\ambn. Rm³ GS¯ntbbpw Iq«n s_©nencp¶p.
" Rm³ ]dªntÃ... Ipg¸w H¶pw hc¯nsÃ¶v... GS¯n ]dªt]mse tZjy¯n\p
IsÅm¯ncn IpSn¨p ImWpw.. sIs«d§tWÂ Xmakníphmcn¡pw...."
" Fâoiczm.. Fsâ tXhtc.... H¶pw ]ÁmXncp¶m aXnbmcp¶p... C\n Rm³ Fsâ
BbpÊn hog¯ntÃ....kq£nt¨mfmth... Fsâ `tKmXo... "
GS¯n I®p XpS¨p. AhÀ¡åw BizmkambXp t]mse.
GXmv Hcp aWn¡qÀ Ignªt¸mÄ t\gvkv Cd§nh¶v hnfn¨p.
" tcmKnív t_m[w hoWns«mv... C\n ImWWsa¦nÂ GÁhpw ASp¯ BÄ¡mÀ¡v
am{Xw ImWmw... ]t£.. tcmKntb tNmZy§Ä tNmZn¨v ieys¸Sp¯cpXv... tUmÎÀ h¶v
]cntim[n¨n«v... hmÀUnteíp amÁpw... ]ns¶ \n§sf´p thtWepw Bbntím... "
R§Ä AI¯p Ibdn. R§tf I tN«sâ apJ v̄ Hcp hnfdnb ]p©ncn ]SÀ¶p.
Imcyamb £oWsam¶pw InÃ. GS¯n tN«sâ ImÂ¡encp¶p. tN«³ sasÃ Fs¶
IbvIm«n hnfn¨p. Rm³ ASp¨p sN¶p.
" \n§Ä.... F§s\ Adnªp...?..."
" ]{X¯nÂ Ip... hotS \¼cp sh¨m a\Ênem¡ntb...."
" s]m¶¸³...?..."
" hmÀUnsems¶p ]dªp.... sImg¸sam¶panÃ.
" \o Itm... ?.."
" CÃ... KtWi\pw Ipªq«\pw At§m«p t]mbns«mv...."
tN«³ ImÂ¡encp¶v Icbp¶ `mcytb t\m¡n.
" KotX..."
Hcp s]m«n¡c¨nembncp¶p adp]Sn.
" \o C§p ht¶...." tN«³ IbvIm«n hnfn¨p.
GS¯n tN«sâ apJ¯n\cnInembn \ne¯ncp¶p.
" \osb´n\m Itct¶...F\nsím¶pw ]Ánbn«nÃ... tXhcp Im¯p.... "
" tI«¸w .... apdn sXmd¶v... HmSnt¸m¶Xm... tZjyw tXm¶cptX«m....." GS¯n
Ic¨nen\nSbnÂ ]dªp.
" At¿m... Rm³ ... apdo ]q«nbn«mcp¶tÃ... F¶n«v... s\\s¡¦nepw H¶p
sXmd¡mcp¶ntÃSm..."
" Ah\m sXmdt¶.... cmhnte ]t{Xmambn«v..." ]dbpt¼mÄ GS¯ntb
hndíp¶pmbncp¶p. `À¯mhnt\mSv ]¨¡Åw ]dtbn h¶ IpÁt_m[w.
" ]nt¶.... \o C¶te htÃmw Ign¨mcpt¶m.. AtXm ]«nWn sISt¶m....?..."
AXp tNmZnípt¼mÄ tN«sâ I¬XS§fnÂ DcppIqSnb I®p\oÀ¯pÅnIÄ
IhnfnÂ IqSn HgpIn. GS¯n B s\©nteíp hoWp InS¶p Icªp. cpt]cptSbpw
a\ÊnÂ ]Ým¯m]ambncp¶p. HcmÄ sNbvX sXsÁ´msW¶v atÁbmfn\dnªp IqSm.
cpt]cpsSbpw sXÁv Adnbmhp¶Xv F\níp am{Xw. ]t£ AXmtcmSpw ]dbm\pw h¿.
" t]ms«... ad¶p If... C\n A§s\ HmhnÃ....\obmsW kXyw....."
tN«³ GS¯nbpsS apSnbnÂ XtemSn. hnjaw AS¡n ss[cyw kw`cním³ Rm³ Bhpw
hn[w {ian¨p.
" \n§fp cmhnte ]pds¸«Xmcnípw... FSm... \o ChÄ¡v `£Ww hm§n¨p sImSp¡v...
C¶setb ]«nWnbm ]mhw.... ]nt¶ cmhntew Ign¨p ImW¯nÃtÃm... \obpw htÃmw
Ignt¨¨p hm... sNÃv... "
" R§fp Ignt¨mfmw... C¸w tN«s\§nt\v... hÃS¯pw thZ\ tXm¶Wtm..."
" CÃ... ]ns¶ \Sphnsâ apIfnbmbn«v... Hcp sNdnb ISpIgs¸mv... XtesS s]mdInepw
C¯ncn \oÁÂ..."
" F¦nÂ A\§msX sISt¶m... IÅnsâ elcn Fd§nbmte... acp¶v
G¡s¯mÅq...."
" t]ms«So... IcbmsX... AO\pw At½w...?.."
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G«³ At\zjn¨p.
" Ahcp s]§ShnsS AtÃ... IeymW¯nsâ sXc¡ns\tSemcm AhnsS ]{Xw
X¸nt\m¡tW... AXpw... sNdnb Hcp hmÀ¯bmcp¶p. AhnsS C¸w BÀ¡pw \½sS
s]m¶¸sâ hosS \¼cdnb¯nÃtÃm..."
" F¦nÂ C¸w Adnbní..... Rm³ IeymW¯n\p sN¶nÃm¶p hnNmcnít¯
HÅtÃm.... \½¡v C¶p Xt¶ UnkvNmÀPp hm§n t]mImw...."
At¸mtgípw t\gvkp Ibdn h¶p.
" BMvlm... tcmKntb ieys¸Sp¯cpsX¶p ]dªn«v... s]mdt¯m«p sIS¶mtWm
Icbpt¶...amdntí... tUmÎdp hcps¶mv... s]mds¯d§ntí...."
AhÀ [rXn Iq«n. Rm³ sN¶v GS¯nbpsS tXmfnÂ ]nSn¨p s]m¡n. Ahscsâ
tXmfnÂ Nmcn.
" sImp s]mtímSm... hmÀUnÂ hcp¼w ImWmw... "
GS¯n G«sâ Ibv hnSm³ aSn¨p, G«\pw. Rm³ GS¯ntbbpw Iq«n shfnbnend§n.
]pd¯nd§nb R§Ä s]m¶¸sâ ASpt¯íp sN¶p. apJ¯pw I¿nepw ]ns¶
ap«n\pw FÃmw sh¨psI«v. ]mhw, G«t\¡mÄ Cu ]mh¯n\mWtÃm ]cp¡v... Rm³
hnNmcn¨p k¦Sw tXm¶n, Ahsâ sIS¸p It¸mÄ..
" F§t\v s]m¶¸m C¸w...?.." Rm³ tNmZn¨p. GS¯n shdptX t\m¡n \n¶p.
" icocw apgph³ \Ã thZ\..... ap«p Igíp¶p. Dfp¡ntbm¶p kwibw Ìobdn§v
dmUnenSn¨p ImWpw... ]ns¶ F§msms¡ ap«n. ..."
" CsX§s\ kw`hns¨Sm... \o \¶mbn«p hntbmSníp¶XtÃ...."
" Ahsâ IpÁasÃSm... Rm³ ]ns¶¸dbmw..." KtWi³ Aht\ XSªp.
" tN«t\ Itm... C¸w F§nt\..."
" sImg¸sam¶panÃ... C¯ncn elcn Hmcp¶p.... AtXmm t_m[w sXfnbm³
Xmaknt¨... C¸w Ct§m«p sImp hcpw..."
" F¦nÂ Rm³ H¶p t]mbn t\m¡s«... KtWi³ hcpt¶m..." Ipªq«³ tNmZn¨p.
" thst¶... C¸w B apdoÂ Btcw tIÁ¯nÃ... tUmÎdp sN¡p
sNbvtXmncníphm.....Ct§m«p C¸¯t¶ amÁpw...."
" F¶m Ct§m«p hcs«..." Ipªq«³ kam[m\n¨p.
Iptd¡gnªt¸mÄ tN«t\ Hcp I«nenÂ Dcp«ns¡mp h¶p hmÀUnte s_ÍnÂ
FSp¯p InS¯nbn«v t\gvkpamÀ t]mbn. Hcp t\gvkv Ft¶mSp ]dªp.
" D¨íp ap¼v FIvkvtd dnkÄ«p In«pw A¸w tUmÎdp hnfnípw... F§pw t]mIcpXv..."
" sicn..."
GS¯níp kam[m\ambXp t]mse. AhÀ Hcp ÌqfnÂ G«sâ ASp¯mbn Ccp¶p.
" Chscms¡ F§t\...Adnªp..?...." tN«³ tNmZn¨p.
" KtWi\m... Fs¶ ]t{Xmw sImp h¶v hnfns¨mW¯ntb..."
Rm³ ]dªp. \µnkqNIambn tN«³ KtWit\ t\m¡n. Ah³ I®p XpS¨p.
" tN«m.. AOt\ H¶p hnhcw Adnbn¡t... \n§fp IeymW¯n\pw
sN¶n«nÃ....ho«nÂ sNÃp¼w hoSp ]q«nbncníp¶Xpw ImWp¼w shjaníptIte...."
" AXpw sicnbm... C¸w sIs«ms¡ Ignªp ImWpw... F¶m Btc F¦nepw ]dªp
hnSv..."
" F¶m Ipªq«³ Imdpambn«v s]mtím... Adnbp¼w Ahcpw Ct§m«p
hcmXncnípthm...." Rm³ ]dªp.
" F¶m Rm³ C¸¯t¶ t]mtb¡mw..." Ipªq«³ ]dªp.
" ]nt¶ AhnsSs¨¶v _lfsamm¡... ab¯nÂ, HXp¡¯nÂ \½sS ASp¯
BÄ¡mtcmSp am{Xw ]dªm aXn. sImg¸sam¶pw CsÃ¶pw ]dtªcv.. AsXmcp
IeymWhoSm... Imdp Zqsc Ct«¨v \o Np½m \S¶v HXp¡¯nÂ ho«nÂ tIdnbm aXn.
_Ôpho«pImcp t]mbn¡gnªn«p \n§fp t]m¶m aXn tIt«m...." Rm³ ]dªp.
" AXp Rmt\Áp...." Ah³ shfnbnteínd§n.
" tIt«mSo Ch³ ]dtª... Rm³ hnNmcn¨t]mebÃ.... Ft¶¡mfpw Ch\p
Imcy§fdnbmw..." tN«³ `mcytb t\m¡n Ft¶ ]pIgv¯n.
" Ah\pw G«s\m¸w hf¶ntÃ...."
" B... hfcs«...hfct«... C\n hoSp t\mt¡Xh\m... F\nsís´¦nepw ]Ánbmev..."
" \n§fn§s\ ... ]dbmsXsâ G«m.. Adw ]ÁmXncnís«...." GS¯n hopw Icbm³
XpS§n.
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" \o IcbSo.. Rm³ shdptX ]dªXtÃ.... IntÃ Rm\n¸¯t¶ hzo«nt¸mIm³
sdUnbm... FSm... \n§fp t]mbn htÃmw Ignív.... Chtfw Iq«ntím...."
" F\nsím¶pw th... \n§fp s]mtím... Rm\nhnsS Ccpt¶mfmw..."
GS¯n tN«sâ Is¿Sp¯v XtemSns¡mncp¶p.
" sicn... hm, \½¡p t]mImw... R§fn¸w hcmw tIt«m... tN«m Cu _mKv... GS¯n
CsXm¶p t\m¡nt¡mfmthm.."
" AXn¸w \nsâ I¿nenencp¶mse´m sImg¸w... Imipw _mKpsams¡ kq£ním³
]Tnív..."
" F¶m sicn..." Rm³ _mKp I£¯nÂ Cdp¡nsh¨p.

Rm\pw KtWi\pw Im¸nIpSn Ignªp hcpt¼mÄ GS¯n BsI amdnbncníp¶p. Zqsc
\n¶p R§Ä Ip, cp t]cpw IqSn Xami ]dªp Nncníp¶p. GS¯nbpsS apJ¯p
\mWw Cc¨p Ibdp¶p, ]cn`hw... \mWw... BsI Hcp tafw... aÁpÅ tcmKnIfpw
_Ôp¡fpw Ahtc t\m¡p¶p.
Bcpw t\m¡nt¸mIpw. B hnjmZOmbbnepw Ahscmcp kpµcn Xt¶, \Sphp
s]m§m³ taemsX InS¡p¶ tcmKnIfpw Ahtc¯t¶ t\m¡n hmbpw s]mfn¨p
InS¡p¶p.
CXmip]{Xn hmÀUmsW¶pw, ChnsS thtd BÄ¡mÀ Ds¶pw AhÀ cpt]cpw
ad¶p t]mbXp t]mse. Fsâ lrZb¯nÂ Hcp IpfnÀag s]bvXp. Fsâ tXhtc,
Imcy§Ä `wKnbmbn IgnªtÃm, \msf apXÂ F\nív Hcp hnZymÀ°nbmbn
kvIqfnteíp t]mImatÃm, A[ahnNmc§fnÂ \n¶pw Fsâ a\Ênt\ Rm³
amÁntímfmta, Ct¸mgt¯ sshIrXkz`mh¯nÂ \n¶pw tN«\pw amdnbmÂ aXn.
F\níhcv GS¯nbmIm\pw tN«\htcmSp \oXn ]peÀ¯m\pw IgnbtW, Fsâ tXhtc,
Rm³ a\Êm {]mÀ°n¨p. ae t]mse h¶Xp aªp t]mse t]mbXn\p \µnbpw
]dªp.
" KtW«m... \½fn¸w... At§m«p t]mI...F´n\m Ahtc ieys¸Sp¯pt¶..." Rm³
]dªp.
" sicnbm... \a¡p shfnbnteínd§mw... C¯ncn Ignªv DuWpw Ign¨n«v hcmw...
At¸mgt¯ípw tN«t\ UnkvNmÀPp sN¿m\pw aXn.... sNe¸w..."
" AO\psams¡ hcp¼w \½fp ho«nse¯pw... At¶cw ChnsS Ahcp s\t«m«tamSpw...
F¶mepw kmcey...."
Fsâ a\Êp kt´mjw sImp XpÅn¨mSn. R§Ä shfnbnteínd§n. Iâo\nÂ
\n¶pw t\ct¯ Xt¶ DuWp Ignªp R§Ä hmÀUnse¯n. R§Ä sN¶t¸mÄ
AhÀ kwkmcw \nÀ¯n. Ipd¨p t\cw aÁpÅ tcmKnIsfbpw t\m¡n AhnsSms¡
NpÁn¸Án \n¶p. GS¯ntb D®m³ hnfns¨¦nepw hni¸nsÃ¶p ]dªv Ahscmgnªp
amdn. At¸mtgípw Hcp \gvkp h¶p ]dªp tUmÎÀ hnfníps¶¶v.
" Rm\pw hcs«...." GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" thtWm... Rm³ sN¶v hnhc§Ä Adnªp hcmw...."
" Ahfpw IqsS t]ms¶ms«Sm... AhtfmsSm¶pw Hfním\nÃtÃm..."
" F¦nÂ KtW«³ ChnsS \nÃ... R§fn¸w hcmw..."

tUmÎÀ BZyw H¶p aSn¨p. ]ns¶ tNmZn¨p.
" `mcybpw A\pP\pw... AtÃ..."
" AtX..."
" F\nsímcp kwibw tXm¶ps¶t¶ DÅq... dnkÄ«v No^nt\w ImWn¨n«pv....
At±lw Ct¸msg¯pw...Hcp tcmKntb t\m¡ns¡mncnípIm.."
At±lw FIvkvtdbpambn A¸pdt¯íp t]mbn. Aåw Ignªv cp t]cpw XncnsI
h¶p. R§Ä Fgpt¶Áp sXmgpXp. No^v tUmÎÀ Aåt\cw \niÐ\mbncp¶v
BtemNn¨p. R§fpsS lrZbw s]cp¼d sIm«n.
" AbmÄ¡v ]pdta NXhpw ]cp¡pw H¶pw ImWm\nÃ... ImepIf\¡pt¼mÄ \Sphn\p
thZ\bps¶v Hcp {]mhiyw ]dªp. At¸m... Cu ]S¯nÂ t\m¡nbn«v...
\s«Ãns\mcp {^mIvNdp ]Ánb t]mse... Hcp £Xw.... Ft´m I«nbmb
km[\¯nÂ....ItÃm knaâp Xdtbm.... amXncn... \Sphp sN¶nSn¨mWp hoWncníp¶Xv.
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Hcmgv¨ A\§msX sIS¡s«...]ns¶ t\m¡mw. Ct¸mÄ Ip¯n sh¨ncníp¶ acp¶nsâ
iànsImm thZ\ Adnbm¯Xv...."
Fsâ \s«ÃnÂ IqSn Hcp I¯n tIdn t]mbn. GS¯n kvXw`n¨ncníp¶p.
" ]nt¶... tcmKnív Xs¶¯m³.. {]mYanImhiy§Ä sN¿m³ _p²nap«mbncnípw...
At¸mÄ Bsc¦nepw HcmÄ.... AXv.. `mcybmbmÂ \¶v... IqsS thWw... \s«Ãv
Cf¡msX t\m¡Ww.... R§Ä Hcp kvs]jyÂ ¹mÌÀ CSm³ t]mIp¶p...."
" tUmÎÀ.. CXv kocnbskm¶paÃtÃm AtÃ....AtXm... " Fsâ kwibw AdnbmsX
]pd¯p NmSn.
" AXv.. Ct¸mÄ F§s\ ]dbm³ ]Ápw... Nnes¸mgmsW¦nÂ kocnbbkmIm\pw
....\opt]mIm\pw km²yXbpv.....ImcWw A{Xíp \Ã s]m«emWp.. Xt¶bpaÃ. AXp
DÅnÂ¡qSn t]mIp¶, ImepItf \nb{´níp¶ Rc¼pItfbpw _m[n¨n«pv...
AXpsImv... GXv... R§Ä ssZhaÃtÃm... \ÃXn\p thn BinípI....
{]mÀ°nípI..., F¦nÂ tUmÎÀ... D¨Ignªv... ho hnÂ s{]mkoUv..."
No^v Fgpt¶Áp t]mbn.
" F¦nÂ sicn \n§Ä sNÃq... tcmKntb IqSpXÂ ieys¸Sp¯msX Imcy§Ä ]dªp
a\Ênem¡pI... Rm\pw ]dtªmfmw... ImcWw GÁhpw IqSpXÂ klIcntíXv
tcmKnbmWtÃm...."
tI«sXmcp kz]v\ambncnítW F¶ BitbmsS Rm³ Fgpt¶Áp. GS¯nbpsS
apJ¯p Rm³ t\m¡nbnÃ. apdníp ]pd¯nd§nb GS¯n s]m«n¡cªp. Rm\pw
hnNmcn¨p, Icbs«, AXn\mWp hn[nsb¦nÂ, F´p sN¿m³ ]Ápw. kw`hním\pÅXp
kw`hn¨p Ignªp. Ipd¨p Ignªt¸mÄ Ic¨nÂ sI«S§n.
" GS¯o... ss[cyambn«ncnív... FÃmw t\cn«tÃ ]Áq.... tN«t\ kam[m\n¸ntíXv
GS¯nbm..."
" F¶mepw Fsâ hmkp¡p«m... Rms\mcp¯nbm CXns\ms¡ ImcWw
Ft¶mÀ¡p¼w... F\níp klníp¶nsÃSm..."
" Bcp ]dªp... sNe¸w... \aps¡ÃmhÀ¡pw IqSn In«nb in£bmcnípw... Fsâ
sXÁv... G«¯nbptS ]mfn¨... G«sâ Zp:kz`mhw... A\p`hní Xt¶... " Rm³
GS¯nbpsS I®p XpS¨p.
" \½fp XfÀ¶mÂ ..sNe¸w tN«³ Ft¶ípambn XfÀ¶p t]mIpw... AXpsImv...
\½fm C\n... tN«sâ iàn... FÃmw t`ZamIp¶Xp htc... sNe¸w... tUmÎÀ¡pw sXÁp
]ÁnbXmcnípw... kwibsa¶tÃ sIm¨ptUmÎÀ ]dªXv..."
" Mqw..." AhÀ bm{´nIambn aqfn.
hmÀUnse¯nbt¸mÄ R§Ä apJ¯p {]k¶X hcp¯m³ {ian¨p. R§Ä H¶pw
annbnÃ. Ipd¨p Im¯Xn\p tijw tN«³ tNmZn¨p.
" F´mSm... Ipg¸w hÃXpw...?..."
" Gbv... A§s\m¶panÃ... ]nt¶ Hcmgv¨t¯ív \Sphns\mcp ¹mÌÀ... AXp Ignªm
t]mImsa¶p ]dªp....."
" Mqw... F\níp kwibw Hmcps¶Sm... Fsâ ImepIÄ A\§mXncp¶¸w tXm¶n...
Hcp ItÃÂ \SphSn¨v hoWXmbn«v sNdnb HtcmÀ½sbmv... Xtew Hcp IÃnÂ
CSn¨mcp¶p AtXmsS ab§nt¸mbn.... ]ns¶ IÅpw..."
" t]Sníms\m¶panÃ.... \Sphv A\¡cpsX¶p tUmÎdp {]tXyIw ]dªp..." Rm³
]dªp.
" Mqw.... F\níp t]SnbnÃ... In«m\pÅ in£ In«n... A{X Xt¶... At{Xw Rm\nhtf
t{Zmln¨ns«mv.... ChfpsS a\Êp thZ\níp¶Xp Rm³ InÃ... A¸w F\nípw Hcp
thZ\ Ccnís«¶p aq¸cp hnNmcn¨p ImWpw...."
" Fsâ s]mt¶«m.. Fsâ a\sÊmcníepw s\m´n«nÃ.... G«³ Ft¶ hnizkníWw... "
hnXp¼ns¡mv GS¯n tN«sâ Xpfp¼nb I®pIÄ XpS¨p.
D¨ Ignªt¸mÄ \ndsb BfpIfpambn ImÀ Xncns¨¯n. A½bpw s]§·mcpw
IcªpsImmWp h¶Xv. BsI Hcp _lfw. tN«t\ ¹mÌÀ CSm³ sImpt]mbXp
\¶mbn. Rm³ AOt\bpw GS¯nbpsS AOt\bpw hnfn¨p amÁn \nÀ¯n Imcyw
]dªp.
" AO³ H¶p am{Xw ]dªp.
" FÃmw Cuizc\neÀ¸n¡pI... A{Xt¶..."
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Hcmgv¨ thZ\ Xn¶n«pw H¶pw kw`hn¨nÃ. G«sâ ImepIÄ IqSpXÂ \nivOeambn.
GS¯n Iq«ncp¶p. s]§·mÀ amdn amdn h¶p klmbn¨p. ho«nÂ A½bncp¶p Icªp.
GS¯n tN«sâ AcnInepw. ]t£ Rms\m¶p Xocpam\n¨p. PohnXt¯ t\cnSpI.
cp Znhkw IS Xpd¶nÃ. aq¶mw Znhkw AO³ ISXpd¡m³ t]mIpt¼mÄ tN«³
]dªp, \nÀ_Ôn¨p, Ft¶mSpw IqsS sNÃm³. tN«sâ \Sphp XfÀ¶t¸mÄ AOsâ
a\ÊmWp XfÀ¶Xv.

icocw apgph\pw apdnhpw sh¨psI«pambn InS¶ s]m¶¸³ Hcp Ipg¸hpw IqSmsX
HcmgvN Ignªt¸mÄ Bip]{Xn hn«p.

Rm\pw AO\pw IqSn ISbnÂ t]mbn¯pS§n. GS¯n tN«sâ AcnInepw. Fsâ
NpaXeItf¸Án Rm³ IqSpXÂ t_m[hm\mbn. Fs¶ klmbním³ KtW«³
Dmbncp¶p. SuWnte \Ã ISIfnsem¶mbncp¶p R§fptSXv. BZyt¯ cp
Znhk§Ä sImv F\níXp a\Ênembn. AO³ XfÀ¶ a«mbncp¶p. FÃmbnS¯pw
HmSm³ Rm³ am{Xw. ]cn{ian¨t¸mÄ a\Ênembn. I¨hSw \¶mbn \S¯msa¶v. AO³
Ft¶ km[\§Ä hm§p¶ ISIfnÂ ]cnNbs¸Sp¯n. Rm³ A§s\
_nkn\Êpambn CgpInt¨À¶p. ]Tn¯w Rm³ ad¶p. ho«nÂ \n¶papÅ
bm{Xsbmgn¨mÂ Xmeq¡mip]{XnbnÂ henb _p²nap«pmbnÃ. Iptd Znhkt¯ív
Fsâ Iq«pImÀ FÃmhcpw, hnemkn\n htc klmbn¡ms\¯n. FÃmhÀ¡pw
R§Ä¡p kw`hn¨ Zpc´¯nÂ thZ\bpmbncp¶p. ImcWw AOt\ {Kma¯nÂ
FÃmhÀ¡pw _lpam\ambncp¶p.

AO³ Ncs¡Sp¡m³ t]mb Hcp Znhkw KtWi³ A]ISw DmbXv hnhcn¨p
]dªp. s]m¶¸³ Bip]{XoÂ sh¨p KtWit\mSpw Ipªq«t\mSpw
]dªXmbncp¶p.
ho«nÂ \n¶pw tZjys¸«nd§nb tN«³ bm{XínSbnÂ sslthbnÂ I Hcp
IÅpjm¸nÂ tIdn. cpaq¶p Ip¸nsb¦nepw AI¯m¡n¡mWpw. Cd§pt¼mÄ
BSp¶pmbncp¶p. hfscb[nIw \nÀ_Ôns¨¦nepw s]m¶¸³ Hcp ¥mÊnÂ \nÀ¯n.
Iptd bm{X XpSÀ¶t¸mÄ ag XpS§n. Po¸nsâ ap¼nÂ AcnInencp¶v ag \¶mbn«p
\\ªp. CSíp sXdn¸m«pw.

sImSp§Ãqct½sS ]qsdm¶p ImWWw
CS\mS³ N¡ s]mf¶ t]mse
ssacmSp¼qÁnte ssacpNnIªmtem
sImS¼pfn t]met¯ ]qdpImWmw

sImSp§Ãqct½sS sImXsam¶p ImWWw
sIm«mcs¡«p sXmd¶ t]mse
sIm«mcs¡«nep \½fp tIdnbmÂ
A« sImf¯nep t]mb t]mse "

FÃmw sImXamlmßy§Ä am{Xw. Iptd ]qc¸m«p ]m«p tI«v klnsI«t¸mÄ s]m¶¸³
]dªp.
" tN«m... ssZh§tfw tZhnamtcw shdptX hnt«ív... Ahtc sXm«pIfníp¶Xv
AhÀ¡nãs¸S¯nÃ..."
" \o t]mSm... sImSp§Ãqc½ív sXdnbmSm Cãw... AhcpsS sImXw \Ã ^pÄÄÄÄ
ssSÁmcnípw.........tZhnbmIp¼w Cãw t]mse kuIcy¯n\p sImXw AbíptIw
apdp¡ptIw sN¿mtÃm.. F´p ckmcnípw... Ip\n¨p \nÀ¯n ASn¨p ]d¸ním³....
AtÃSm..."
" Fsâ tN«m.. C¸td¶Xv a\pjy\p sXdn ]dbm³ Hcp ImcWw am{Xm... AÃmsX Hcp
ssZh¯n\pw No¯hnfn CãaÃ... AXp sNIp¯m\pÅXm..."
" \o t]mSm... s\\s¡mcp ssacpw Adnb¯nÃ... \o hn Nhn«n hnsSSm..
s]mebmSntamt\..."
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]ns¶bpw tN«³ ]qc¸m«p XpS§n. FÃmw sImXabw Xt¶. Iptd¡gnªs¸mÄ ag
HXp§n. s]§fpsS kvYet¯ípÅ hgnbnembt¸mÄ hnbpsS kv]oUp Ipdªp. B
Iep¦n\Sps¯¯nbt¸mÄ tN«³ ]dªp.
" F´mSm \nsâ hnív... BIvknteÁdntÃSm... Nhp«n hnsSSm..."
]dbpIbpw Is¿¯n¨v s]m¶¸sâ NpaenÂ HcSnbpw XÅpw. HmÀ¡m¸pd¯mbncp¶Xp
sImv Ìobdns§m¶p sh«n. SmÀ tdmUnÂ Iptd sNfnbpw a®pw Ipgªp InS¶ncp¶p.
hn H¶p sX¶n, s]m¶¸³ t{_¡p Nhn«n, ]t£ hn t\sc \n¶nÃ. sX¶n sN¶v
ap³hiw Iep¦nenSn¨p. A{X henb CSnsbm¶pambncp¶nÃ. koÁnsâ AcnInencp¶v
IbvsIm«n ]m«p ]mSns¡mncp¶ tN«³ sXdn¨pt]mbn. s]m¶¸sâ Xebpw Imepw
FhnsSsbms¡tbm ap«n. Ìobdn§nÂ Xesh¨v Ah³ Aåw InS¶p. At¸mtgípw
FXntc Hcp temdn h¶p. AhÀ hn \nÀ¯n, Aht\ Ipep¡n hnfn¨p. hnhc§Ä
tNmZn¨p. s]m¶¸³ shÅw thWsa¶p ]dªp. IpSním³ AhcpsS hnbnepw
Dmbncp¶Xv Hcp Ip¸n IÅmbncp¶p. Hcp Ihnfp IpSn¨t¸mÄ anmsa¶mbn.
At¸mfmWp Ah³ ]dªXv IqsSbpmbncp¶ Bfp sXdn¨pt]msb¶v. AhÀ
AhnsSsbms¡ t\m¡n. ]ns¶ Iep¦nsâ Xmsg tXm«nÂ t\m¡n. Ipd¨p agshÅw
Hen¨pt]mIp¶XÃmsX tXm«nÂ shÅapmbncp¶nÃ. tXmSnsâ HccnInÂ cp aq¶p
Icn¦ÃpIÄ¡nSbnÂ At_m[mhkvYbnÂ AhÀ tN«t\ Is¯n.
izmkapmbncp¶Xp sImv AhÀ s]m¡nsbSp¯v temdnbnen«p. cpt]scbpw Iq«n
Bip]{Xnbnse¯n¨v AhÀ kvYew hn«p.
IÅmtWm tZhnbmtWm tN«t\, AÃ R§tf in£n¨Xv F¶v F\nídnªpIqSm.
GXmbmepw hcm\pÅXv h¶p. C\n t\cnSpI Xt¶, Rm\pd¨p.
H¶c amkw ¹mÌdnÂ InS¶t¸mÄ \s«Ãnsâ s]m«Â IqSnt¨À¶p. ]t£ Rc¼pIÄ
\nÀÖohambn, tN«sâ ImepIfpw. \Sphv A\¡msa¶ \nebmbt¸mÄ Rm³ tN«t\
{InkvXym\n I\ymkv{XnIÄ \S¯p¶ henb Hcp kzImcymip]{XnbnÂ sImp t]mbn.
\m«nÂ \n¶pw henb ZqcanÃmbncp¶p B Bip]{Xnbnteív F¶sXmcp henb
kuIcyambncp¶p. hneIqSnb FÃm ]cntim[\IÄ¡p tijw Ahcpw ]gb
A`n{]mbw sicnsh¨p. ]cklmbanÃmsX tN«\n\n Pohním³ ]Á¯nÃ, InS¡ am{Xw
icWw, Acíp Iogvt]m«v D]tbmKiq\yambncníp¶p. cmgv¨ Ignªt¸mÄ Rm³
hS¡³ tIcf¯nte Hcp t]cptI« BbpÀthZsshZyt\ sImp h¶p ImWn¨p.
Imcy§sfÃmw tI«Xn\p tijw, tcmKntb hniZambn At±lw ]cntim[n¨p. Ahkm\
hm¡mbn At±lw ]dªp.
" [\z´cosS A\p{KlapmIpw F¶v t\mw hnizkníp¶p... Hcp... Bdp amkw ...
CbmÄ \½psS sshZyimebnÂ InS¡t«... ]cklmbanÃmsX {]mYanImhiy§Ä
\S¯p¶ kvXnXnsb¦nepam¡n¯cmtam F¶p t\mw t\m¡mw... hm¡p ]dbpIbÃ...
hnizmkw am{Xw... ]nt¶, sNehp IqSpw... k½XamsW¦nÂ... ASp¯mgv¨... \½psS
hnbpw BÄ¡mcpw tcmKntb ChnSp¶p sImp t]mImw... {]tXyIw Xbmdm¡nb Hcp
I«nepambn \½ptS BÄ¡mÀ hcpw... Cu Cw¥ojpImÀ¡v ]nSnípthm¶dnb¯nÃ.....
AXv \n§sS Imcyw... F´p ]dbp¶p..."
" k½Xw... ]cn]qÀW k½Xw....Bip]{Xn¡mtc Rm³ t\m¡nt¡mfmw...\½psS
tcmKntb F§s\ NnInÂkn¡Wsa¶p \afmWp Xocpam\níp¶Xv... ChcÃ.."
Rm³ ]dªp.
" Ct±lw NmSn¸dtb... Bcm.. A\pP\mWtÃ... t\mw H¶p IqSn ]dbp¶p... tcmKn
aÁpÅhtc Imcyambn _p²nap«nímsX Pohn¨ncnípw Fs¶mcp KpWta
{]Xo£ntíXpÅq... CbmÄ hSnIp¯nsb¦nepw \mep NphSp \S¶mÂ \n§fpsS
`mKyw... ssZhm\p{Klhpw... tZho...[\z´co..." sshZyÀXncpta\n I®S¨p {]mÀ°n¨p.
Fs´ms¡tbm IW¡pIÄ Iq«nbXn\p tijw At±lw Hcp Rmbdmgv¨ D¨ív ]{´p
aWn F¶p Xocpam\n¨p. XobXnbpw ]dªp.
" IqsS F{X t]À \nÂ¡Ww....?..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" \ap¡v Bcpw Xt¶ thWsa¶nÃ... ]ns¶ \nÀ_Ôams\¦nÂ... HcmÄ aXnbmIpw...
AbmÄ shdptX t]cn\p \nÂ¡pI am{Xta Dmhq... FÃmw \½psS BÄ¡mÀ
IbvImcyw sNbvtXmfpw... asÁmcmÄ tcmKnbpsS icoc¯nÂ sXmSm³ t\mw
A\phZnípIbnÃ....hyàmbn ]dªmÂ... \n§Ä tcmKntb Hcp \nebnÂ F\níp
Ibvamdp¶p. t\mw thsdmcp \nebnÂ \n§Ä¡p Xncn¨p Xcp¶p. AXt\y..."
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sshZyÀXncpta\n t]mb DS³Xt¶ tN«³ ho«nÂ t]mIWsa\p hmin ]nSn¨p. Hcp ihw
t]mse F´n\n§s\ ChnsS InS¡Ww, ]Ws¨ehpw _p²nap«pw. BZysams¡
FÃmhcpw klmbn¡m\pmbncps¶¦nepw, ]ns¶ FÃmhcpw AhchcpsS
Imcy§Ä¡p t]mbn. Ahtc IpÁw ]dbm³ ]Á¯nÃ, amk§Ä IgnªntÃ
AO³ \ncmibnÂ, A½ Ic¨nenÂ, GS¯n PohOhw s]mse, ]s¯ B
{]kcn¸pw hmNmeXbpw GS¯nbptSXmbncpt¶m F¶p t]mepw tXm¶nt¸mbn. F¦nepw
cm]IenÃmsX AhÀ G«t\ t\m¡n.
InS¶ InS¸nÂ aeaq{XhnkÀÖ\w \S¯p¶ Hcp tcmKntb C{X Imcyambn aSp¸nÃmsX
ip{iqjníp¶ GS¯n, Bip]{XnIfnse s\gvkpamÀ¡pw I\ymkv{XnIÄ¡pw htc Hcp
AÛpXambncp¶p. GS¯n Hcp ]pWyhXnbmWv F¶p htc AhÀ ]dªp. sNbvX
sXÁn\p {]mbOn¯ambn AhÀ kz´w PohnXw tlmanípIbmWv F¶ kXyw F\níp
am{Xw a\Ênembn.
HcníÂ Rm³ ISbS¨n«v Bip]{XnbnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ kwkmcat²y AhÀ AXp
]dªp.
" GS¯n C\n Hcmgv¨ ho«nÂ t]mbn \nÂ¡v. shdptX ChnsS \n¶v _p²nap«n icocw
Ifb..."
" Fsâ G«\p KpWanÃm¯ Cu icocw C\n A§p \in¨pt]ms«.... Fsâ Hcp¯osS
\S¸ptZmjm.. ]mh¯nsâ Cu sIS¸nsâ ImcWw...."
" AsXms¡ shdpsXbpÅ tXm¶epIfm... F{Xtbm s]g¨ s]®p§sS `À¯m¡·mÀ
kpJambn HmSn\S¶p aÁpÅ s]®p§tf s]g¸níp¶p. .. AhÀs¡m¶pw Hcp
Ipgt¸manÃ...."
" \nt¶mSv XÀ¡ním³ Rm\nÃ... Rm³ Fsâ hnizmkw ]dªp.... Rm\n\n G«t\ hn«v
F§pw t]mhnÃ... I«mbw..."
]ns¶ Rm³ B hnjbw ]dªn«nÃ.

CXn\nSív tN«sâ ]gb IpÁnIÄ ]ecpw ISbnÂ h¶v F¯n t\m¡nbncp¶p. KtW«³
]dªp, Chscms¡bmbncp¶p G«sâ Imip apgph³ ASn¨p amÁnbsX¶v. Hcp
Znhkw Hcp¯³ h¶v \qdp cq] tNmZn¨p.
" sIm¨psamXemfosS A\nb\tÃ... Hcp \qdp cq]m thWmcp¶p...."
" \qdpcq]tbm... Fs´S]mSnÂ... Xm\mcm...."
" AXp Xsâ tN«³ samXemfnídnbmw...." At¸mÄ KtW«³ Fsâ sNhnbnÂ ]dªp.
" Ch³ tN«sâ Hcp IpÁnbm...Ip\m...IcW¡pÁnsím¶p sImSp¯m aXn...."
Rm³ AOt\ t\m¡n, IW¡p ]pkvXI¯nÂ t\m¡nbncníp¶p. ISbnepÅ Htc Hcp
tPmen¡mc³ AÀ°w sh¨v Nncníp¶p. Rm³ ]dªp.
" CXv Rm³ IbvImcyw sNbvtXmfmw.... " Rm³ Aht\ ISbpsS ]pdt¯¡v hnfn¨p
amÁn \nÀ¯n kzImcyambn ]dªp.
" tamt\ CXv tN«³ samXemfnbÃ... A\nb³ samXemfnbm.... C\n \nsâ Cu Ippw
XÅns¡mo ItSsS ASps¯§m\pw h¶m... \nsâ sImX¯nÂ Rm³ ssIX¨¡
CSn¨p tIÁpw... t]mbn thtd htÃmt\w X¸v.. t]mSm... \mWanÃm¯ ih§fv.. "
Fsâ apJw It¸mÄ Ah\p a\Ênembn Rm\{X icnbsÃ¶v. ]ns¶ B
hIIsfsbm¶pw ISbnteíp In«nÃ.
Hcp Znhkw Hcp kv{Xo ISbnÂ h¶p. Hcp ap¸Xp hbÊp ImWpw. ImWm\pw sImÅmw.
Hcp Nc¡p Xt¶. ]t£ B a«pw `mhhpw, AX{X ]´nbmbn tXm¶nbnÃ. Hcp
t]m¡ptIkp t]mse. B, Bcmbmepw \aps¡´m. h¶bpSt\ AhÀ AOs\ H¶p
t\m¡n. tPmen¡mct\bpw Ft¶bpw t\m¡n H¶p Nncn¨p. ]ns¶ km[\§Ä ]dbm³
XpS§n. enÌp tI«t¸mÄ \Ã ]WapÅ IpSpw_¯nteXp t]mse tXm¶n, A{Xbpw
km[\§Ä AhÀ ]dªp. Rm³ ensÌgpXn IW¡pIq«n tPmen¡mcsâ I¿nÂ
sImSp¯p. km[\§Ä FSp¡pt¼mÄ tPmen¡mc³ Fsâ sNhnbnÂ ]dªp.
" hmkq«m CXv tIkp thsdbm.... tN«sâ CS]mSpImcnbm... In«m¡Sam... _mâptacn... "
" _mâptacntbm.. AsX´m ChÀ¡v _mâp I¼\nbm...?.."
F\nímZyw ]nSnIn«nbnÃ. At¸mtgípw Nmb IpSním³ t]mb KtWi³ tIdn h¶p.
" hmkq«m.. CXpw tN«sâ I¿o¶v Imip tNmÀ¶p t]mIp¶ Hcp hmbm..." KtWi³
]dªp.
" hmtbm... sXfn¨p ]d.. Fsâ KtW«m... "
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" FSm.. Fhfo SuWnte.... t]cptI« Hcp....Du¯pImcnbm..."
" AhcqXptIm sIm«ptIm... F´p thtWepw sNbvtXms«....AXn\p \aps¡´m...?..."
" Hm.. FSm s]m«m... \nsâ tN«\pw FhsS hmbpw sImtXmw shey ]Yyamcps¶¶m
tI«Xv... B htIev Fhfv ho«ntesímÅ km[\§fp apgph\pw HmkpImcp¶p.... FhsS
Ihs¡Stb¡mfpw... s_Ìm.. AXp cpw... \nsâ tN«sâ Hcp ]Áp]Snbm....
GSs]Sp¼w kq£n¡Ww... \mdp¶ \m¡m...."
" Mqw... AXp sicn..." km[§Ä ]míp sNbvXp Ignªv Rm³ _nÃp sImSp¯p.
" CsX´m..?.."
" _nÃv... Ct{Xw cq]m.. B Ccníp¶ samXemfosS I¿n sImSp¡p¼w.. aq¸cv CtXsemcp
Ìm¼p Ip¯pw.. AXphm§n C§p X¶m... km[\§fpambn«v tN¨níp t]mImw..."
" cq]mtbm...\obmcm..."
" At¿m... a\ÊnembnÃ AtÃ...Rm³ ]mhw ...sIm¨p samXemfn...."
" atÁ samXemfn FhtS... ?.."
" aq¸cv ... Atacntí htc t]mbncníym.... aÁ¶mfp sNe¸w hcpamcnípw.."
Rm³ AOt\ t\m¡n. H¶pw kw`hním¯ a«nÂ AÑ³ Ccníp¶p. Hm, At¸mÄ CXv
AO\pw IqSn AdnªpsImpÅ Ifnbmcp¶p AtÃ.
" \osb´m a\pjyt\ Duinbm¡pIm... Mm.. GXmbmepw Ipdnt¨cv... km[\§fp Xm
t]ms«...."
" tN¨n Imip sImSp¯n«p hm..."
" Iminsâ Imcyw atÁ samXemfnídnbmw...."
" F¦nÂ atÁ samXemfn h¶n«v km[\w sImtmbm aXn...."
" FSm... Ft¶ \n\¡dnb¯nÃ... \nsâ atÁ samXemfntbmSp tNmZn¨p t\m¡v...
Abm¡dnbmw... AtÃÂ tZ Ccníp¶ sheysamXemfntbmSp tNmZnív... ltÃ... Ifním³
hcpt¶m tacntbmSv..."
AhcpsS iÐw Dbcm³ XpS§nbt¸mÄ BfpIÄ {i²n¡m³ XpS§n. Rm³ NpÁpw
t\m¡n. F\nsísâ \nb{´Ww hnSp¶ t]mse. AO\pw Fgpt¶Áp.
" hmkq«m..."
" AO\hnSncnív... CXv Rm³ IbvImcyw sNbvtXmfmw....." Rm³ Dd¨ iÐ¯nÂ
]dªp.
" \osbt¶ IbvImcyw sN¿mdmbn«nsÃSm sIm¨t\.... AXn\p \nsâ An C¯ncn IqsS
aq¡Ww.... "
AhÀ ISbpsS ap¼nteínd§n \n¶p. Rm³ sasÃ Nm¡p apdníp¶ I¯n
I¿nseSp¯p. F¶n«v Rm\pw ap¼nteínd§n.
" \n§¡dntbm.. \m«pImtc... Chsâ tN«³ Fsâ ho«n hcm¯ sZhk§fnÃmcp¶p.... "
BfpIÄ Nncním³ XpS§n. Fsâ DÅwImenÂ IqSn Hcp hndbÂ tIdn. NmSn CSXp
IbvsImv AhcpsS Igp¯n\p Ip¯n¸nSn¨p.
" ]¶s]mebmSn tamtf.. \o shey Du¯pImcnbmsW¦n.. Rm³ AXnepw shey
sIm«pImc\m.... C\n \o \ms¡Sp¯m AXp Rm\nhnsS AcnªnSpw...t^mSo...."
Rm³ I¯n DbÀ¯n]nSn¨p. KtWi³ NmSnbnd§n Fsâ I¿nÂ \n¶pw I¯n hm§n.
]ns¶ AhcpsS Igp¯nte ]nSn hnSphn¨p. AhÀ izmksaSp¯p, H¶p Npa¨p,
kmcn¯ps¼Sp v̄ AcbnÂ NpÁn¡p¯n, F¶n«v hopw XpS§n.
" ^m... \osbt¶ He¯pw.... t^mSm sIm¨p\mdo....FSm, Fsâ sImX¯nsâ Hcp
aqtes¡mÅm\nsÃSm \o.... \nsâ aÁhs\mtÃm...tN«³ ... Ahs\sâ..."
KtWit\ hens¨dnªn«v Rm³ apt¶m«mªp. heXp Ibv\o«n AhcpsS IcW v̄
BsªmcSn sImSp¯p. "tT" F¶p tI« B iÐ¯ns\m¸w AhÀ Xe Id§n
\ne¯ncp¶p t]mbn. Rm³ Ahtc Nhn«m³ ImepbÀ¯n. KtWi\pw tPmen¡mc\pw
IqSn Ft¶ XSªp. F\níp sNIp¯m³ tIdnb t]msebmbncp¶p. ]ns¶ AhÀ
annbnÃ. Aåt\cw Ignªt¸mÄ BfpIÄ henbm³ XpS§n. Rm³ ISípÅnÂ tIdn.
tZjyw H¶S§nbt¸mÄ Ccp¶p Nn´n¨p. thmbncp¶p. Hcp kv{Xotb XÃpI.
F¶mepw tN«sâ t]cp ]dªt¸mÄ F\níp ]nSnhn«pt]mbn. Bcpw H¶pw anp¶nÃ.
AO³ B ]gb Ccp¸pw IWs¡gp¯pw Xt¶. tdmUnsâ FXnÀdzi¯p InS¡p¶
SmIvknHmt«m ss{UhÀamÀ Ft´m Hs¡ ]dªp Nncníp¶p. HcmÄ AhcpsS ASp¯p
sN¶v Ft´m ]dªp. AhÀ Ft¶sbm¶p t\m¡n, ]ns¶ Fgpt¶Áv Ahibmb
t]mse \S¶p. Rm³ tPmen¡mct\mSv Ahtc Xncn¨p hnfním³ ]dªp. Ah³ HmSn
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AhtcmsSt´m sN¶p ]dªp. kwibt¯msS AhÀ Fs¶ Xncnªp t\m¡n. ]ns¶
ISbpsS ap¼nteíp h¶p.
" KtW«m.. B sI«ns§Sp¯p sImSpt¯.... " KtWi³ km[\§tfSp¯v AhcpsS
I¿nÂ sImSp¯p. Rm³ ]dªp.
" tN¨o... \n§sS ]gb FS]mSpIfpw sht¨mv Ct§m«n\n hc.... CXv thsd
BfpIfm... a\ÊnembtÃm....thKw kvYew hnt«mfq..."
AhÀ sI«psaSp v̄ Hcp Hmt«mbpw hnfn¨v kvYew hn«p. AXp t\m¡n\n¶ Rm³ Hcp
s\SphoÀ¸n«p. C\n F{X F®¯nt\ t\cntSn hcptam.
Rm³ t\sc AOsâ taiícnInteíp sN¶p. AO³ apdp¡m³ XpS§nbncníp¶p.
Rm³ ]dªp.
" CXO³ t\ct¯ sNbvXncps¶¦n... Ct{Xw \mWt¡SpmIptIemcp¶p....."
AO³ Zb\obambn Ft¶ H¶p t\m¡n, F\níp a\Ênembn, AO\pw tN«t\
t]Snbmbncps¶¶v.
F§s\bmsW¶dnªnÃ, sshIpt¶cw Rm³ Bip]{XnbnÂ F¯p¶Xn\p apt¼
hmÀ¯ tN«sâ sNhnbnse¯n. Rm³ Hcp thiytb XÃn, Nhn«n, sImÃm³ t\m¡n
Fs¶ms¡. tN«³ tNmZn¨p.
" Rm³ ImcWw... \n§sfm¯ncn \mWw sI«p AtÃ.... Cu _p²nap«níp¶Xpw
t]mcmªv...." tN«sâ iÐw CSdn. GS¯n `n¯nbnÂ Nmcn \n¶p. Rm³ Ahtc H¶p
t\m¡n.
" tN«³ H¶pw Ct¸m hnkvXcní... GS¯n tIÄ¡pw...."
" tI«mepw sImg¸ansÃSm... Rm³ FÃmw... AhtfmSp ]dªp Ignªp... "
F\níp tXm¶n AXp thmbncp¶p F¶v.
" F´n\v... ]nt¶w Ahtc hnjan¸nímt\m...?.."
" F¶mse¦nepw Ahsft¶ hnt«¨p t]mIphtÃm¶p IcpXn... ChnsS Fsâ Xot«mw
aqt{Xmw tImcn .. AhsS BbpÊv IfbtÃm¶p IcpXn....."
" F¶n«v.. GS¯n F´p ]dbp¶p.... ?..."
" Hm, Ahfp tI¡¯nÃ... Ft¶w sImt HÅq¶v.... \as¡mSt\ ho«nt¸mWw...
AhSOt\mSv ChnSw htc hcm³ ]d... kwLw sk{I«dntbw hnfnív... hnhmltamN\w
HSt\ \S¯Ww... FSm.. Ah¡v sNdp¸w sXmS§ot« HÅq... Cu iht¯w sI«n¸nSn¨v
sIS¡msX... c£s]Ss«... A§s\sb¦nepw Fsâ a\Êns\mcn¯ncn Bizmkw
In«s«..."
" Ftâ«m.. H¶p anmsX sIS¡tWmtm AhsS... "
Rm³ Xncnªp t\m¡n. GS¯n XebnÂ Ibvsh¨v klnsI«t]mse \n¶v Icbp¶p.
" Mm... \ap¡mtemNnímw... \msf¯t¶ UnkvNmÀPp hm§mw... C§s\ ChÀ¡p
ImipsImSp¯n«pw ImcyanÃtÃm... _p²nap«p¶Xv G«¯nbpw... B Imip sNehm¡nbm
GS¯osS IeymWsa¦nepw \ap¡p s]mSns]mSnímw..."
Rm³ Fgpt¶Áp \S¶p. GS¯n Fsâ ]pdtI apdnbpsS hmXnenÂ h¶p.
" hmkq«m..."
" Ft´y...?.."
" \osb\nív ]p¯³ IeymWw BtemNním³ t]mIphmcnípw. .." Hcp hnfdnb Nncn
AhcpsS apJ v̄.
" B.. thnh¶m.... sNe¸w BtemNnípw...."
" F¶m AXn\p ap¼v kz´w ho«nte Imcy§fpw IqsS t\m¡v....A½íp \Ã £oWw
Hv.... G«³ hotW¸ns¶ B I®p tXmÀ¶n«nÃ... \o \¶mbn t\m¡Ww..."
" AXnÂ G«¯n hnjantí.... Rm³ t\m¡Wv... t]mcmªn«v hnemkn\ow...."
" ]dªt]mse hnemkn\n.... Ahtf \½sS ho«n \nÀ¯nbmtem...?... A½símcp sXmW
tht..."
" \msf \n§sfms¡ A§p hcntIte... C\nsb´n\m thsdmcmfv....?.."
" AÃm.... \n§sfms¡¡qSn Ft¶ thsd sI«n¨bíptIte.. A¸w ]n¶mcm... ho«nÂ...?..
" AXp Rm³ Nn´n¨nÃ....]t£¦n,....AXn\p hnemkn\n ho«ptPmeníp t]mI¯nÃtÃm..."
" AÃ, the¡mcnbmbn«p th... \o Ahs¡mcp s]mSh sImSp¡v...."
" BI¸msS, GS¯n t\m¡o«v hnemkn\n ams{X HtÅm Cu temI¯n s]®mbn«v...?.."
" AÃm, Ahfn¸w ]mXn \nsâ `mcy BbntÃ....."
" F¶p sh¨m... ..? a\ÊnembnÃ..."
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" F¶p sh¨m....AhtSXmbn«v \o Adnbm\n\n clky§sfm¶pw _m¡nbnÃtÃm...
F´n\m Hcp s]®nsâ... FÃmw.... "
" Hm..AXp sicn.... A¸w Rms\m¶p tNmZnt¨ms«... A§s\bmsW¦n.... Rm³ thsdmcp
s]®nsâ apgph³ cltkymw Adnªv apgph³ `À¯mhpw Bbns«mv.. Ahtcw Rm³
IeymWw Ign¡tWmtÃm... "
" B F\nídnb¯nÃ.... ]ns¶... tam³ C¶v SuWn sh¨v GtXm Hcp s]®nt\ XÃot¶m
sImÃm³ I¯ow sImv sNs¶t¶m Hs¡ tI«tÃm... \obpw sXmS§ntbm..."
" B sicnbm.... AXn\n¸w F´p ]Án....?
" IpSpw_¯n\p am\t¡Spm¡mXncp¶m FÃmÀ¡pw sImÅmw... \obn¸w
{]m]vXnsbmÅ HcmWmbn... C\n R§sSsbms¡ D]tZiw tI¡pthm Ft´m..."
" BZyw D]tZiníp¶hcv Xt¶ D]tZiw tI¡Ww...]dbp¶Xv \ÃXn\msW¶p
a\Ênem¡n A\pkcníWw...... F¶n«v Ft¶mSp ]d..."
" Hm.. a\Ênembn.. A¸w Rm³ hmbS¨ncníp¶p...."
]ntÁ Znhkw Xt¶ R§Ä Bip]{Xn hn«p. cp Znhkw Ignªt¸mÄ kwLw
sk{I«dntb hnfn¸n¨p. Fs´ms¡tbm tN«³ kwkmcn¨p. ]ns¶ GS¯nbpsS
AO\pw A½bpw h¶p. tN«\pambn BtemN\IÄ \S¶p. sshIpt¶cw Rm\pw
AO\pw ISbS¨p hcm³ Im¯ncp¶p. A¯mgw Ignªt¸mÄ FÃmhcpw tN«sâ
InSí¡cnInÂ H¯p IqSn. GS¯ntb hnfn¸n¨p. GS¯n h¶v hmXnen\cnInÂ \n¶p.
shdpsamcp appw »ukpw, Hcp tXmÀ¯v sImv amdp ad¨ncníp¶p. BZyw ImWp¶Xp
t]mse Rm\htc t\m¡n. Zp:J¯nsâ {]XoIambn \nÂ¡pt¼mgpw B apJt¯
sFizcyw t]mbn«nÃ. AO³ XpS§nsh¨p.
" tamtf... R§fn¸w \nsâ \·ímbn«v Hcp Imcyw Xocpam\n¨p sh¨ncníym... \nsâ
k½Xw IqSn In«nbm aXn.... \nsâ AO\pw AXp k½Xm.... "
" KotX.." tN«³ hnfn¨p. AhÀ XebpbÀ¯n t\m¡n.
" ASp¯mgvN Rm³.. sshZyimtetem«p t]mIpw... AhnsS C¸w Fsâ IqsS \n¡m³
Bfnsâ BhiyanÃ.... "
" \osb´mSm ...C§s\ ]tdt¶... Ahsf´m the¡mcnbm..." AO³ CSíp NmSn.
" AÃOm... ]dªXv Xe Xncnªp t]mbn.... BZyw ]dtb Imcyw AXÃmcp¶p...."
" AÃ KotX... Fsâ Imcyw C§s\bmbn... Cu sIS¸o¶v Rm³ Fgpt¶¡psa¶v
..F\nsímcp {]Xot£anÃ... sÈ.... \o C§s\ F´p ]dªmepw Icbm³
sXmS§nbmtem..." GS¯n tXmÀ¯psImv I®ocp XpS¨p.
" HÁhm¡n ]dªm.... \ns¶ Rm³ Cu _Ô¯o¶v Hgnhm¡m³ Xocpam\n¨p..... \nsâ
Hcp aqfÂ IqSn In«nbm aXn... \msf Xt¶.. kwL¯n ISemskm¸nSmw..."
GS¯n H¶pw annbnÃ. B a\ÊnÂ Gs´ms¡tbm Xncbnf¡§Ä \S¡p¶Xnsâ
{]Xn^e\w apJ¯p Zriyambn.
" F´m \o H¶pw anmt¯.... ChnsSs¡S¶v \o C\ow Iãs¸Sm³ Rm³
k½XníqÃ.... HcmbpÊnsâ apgph\pw Iã¸mSpw k¦tSmw \o A\p`hn¨p Ignªp....
]ns¶ Rm\pw \ns¶ H¯ncn Iãs¸Sp¯os«mv... t{Zmln¨n«psamv... F\nín¯ncn
a\:kam[m\w In«ms\¦nepw ...\o....." tN«sâ I®p \ndªp. kzcanSdnbXpsImv
XpScm³ IgnªnÃ.
" tamtf.." GS¯nbpsS AO³ ]dªp. " Ah³ ]dbp¶Xnepw Imtcymv... \nsâ
sNdp¸w C§s\ \iníp¶Xp ImWp¼w.. R§fpsS a\Êpw \odpIm..."
" R§¡mÀ¡pw shjaw CÃm¶p IcpX... sImtd¡go¼w AX§p amdpw... \o C¸w
k½Xn¨ntÃÂ ]ns¶... Bcpw t\m¡m\nÃm¯ Hcp Imew hcp¼w
k¦Ss¸tSnhcpw....."
]nt¶bpw GS¯n au\w.
" \osbm¶p aqfnbm aXn.... Cu \cI¯o¶v \o c£s]Spw.... " A½bpw ]dªp.
Aåt\cw \niÐX ]c¶p.
" ]ns¶.... C¸w FÃmcpw... AhchcpsS Imcyw ]dªtÃm.... " GS¯n H¶p \nÀ¯n.
" B.. tamfp ]d... " A½ hmÂkeyt¯msS GS¯nbpsS apSnbnÂ XgpIn.
" FÃmcpw AhchcpsS a\:kam[m\¯ns\mÅ hI Is¯n.... Fsâ a\Ênt\¸Án
Bcpw Nn´n¨nÃ...."
" AsX´m tamtf \o A§s\ ]dtª..." GS¯nbpsS AO³ tNmZn¨p.
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" F\nío hoSp amt{X C¸w Adnbs¯mÅp.. ChnSpt¯ AO\pw At½w s]§½mcpw
hmkq«\pw Hs¡.... F\níp kvt\lw amt{X X¶ns«mÅp... G«\pw Ft¶
t{Zmln¨ns«ms¶v F\níntXhtc tXm¶o«nÃ..... C¸gm G«³ Ft¶ GÁhpw IqSpXev
kvt\lníp¶Xv.... AtÃÂ Ft¶mSp t]mIm³ ]db¯nÃtÃm.... "
GS¯nbpsS kzcanSdn. AhÀ H¶p \nÀ¯n. FÃmhcpw hms]mfn¨ncp¶p.
tXmÀs¯Sp¯v I®pIÄ XpS¨n«v XpSÀ¶p.
" Cu kvt\lw.. Rm³ sImd¨pImew IqSn A\p`hnt¨ms«... Cu hoSp hn«p t]mbm...
CXpt]mse Fs¶ ]pXnb ho«nsemtÅmcv kvt\ln¡psa¶v F´m Dd¸v...
Rm\nhnsS¯s¶ Pohn¨p acnt¨mfmw... AtÃ¯t¶.. F{Xtbm hn[hIÄ
Pohníp¶p...AXÃ... Rm³ BÀs¡¦nepw `mcamtWeXp ]d.... _m¡n Fsâ Imcyw ...."
tXmÀ¯pw ISn¨p]nSn¨psImv GS¯n A¸pdt¯tímSnt¸mbn.
" At¿m... Fhtfs¡mv Rm³ aSp¯p......F\nímhsXmmcpt¶ Rm³...."
G«³ ]ÃpISn¨v tZjy¯nÂ Xebn«pcp«n. ]t£ B I®pIÄ
\ndsªmgpIp¶pmbncp¶p. Bcpw H¶pw annbnÃ. GS¯nbpsS AO\pw A½bpw
I®nÂ¡®nÂ t\m¡n.
" CXpt]msemcp acptamsf \ap¡v In«¯nsÃSm.... X¦am Ahfv... X¦w... F´p sN¿mw...
Xpcps¼Sp¯p \iním\m hn[n..."
AO³ Fgpt¶Áp t]mbn, ]pdtI A½bpw.
\nÊlmb\mbn I®oscmgp¡p¶ tN«sâ ASp¯v Rm³ I«nenÂ Ccp¶p.
" tN«³ hnjaní.... Rm³ ]dªp k½Xn¸nt¨mfmw... Ahtc ChnsS \nÀ¯n
Iãs¸Sp¯nbm Cuizc³ s]mdp¡ptIe... Rm³ Xt¶ ]dbmw...."
G«sâ I®ocp XpS¨n«v Rms\gpt¶Áp. hmXnÂ¡se¯nbt¸mÄ tN«³ hnfn¨p.
" hmkq«m... \o C§p ht¶..."
Rm³ ASp¯p sN¶p.
" \o ]dªm.... Ahfp tI¡psa¶v Hd¸mtWm...."
" B....]dªp t\m¡mw..."
tN«³ Ft´m Imcyambn BtemNn¨p. F´mWp ]dbp¶sX¶p tIÄ¡m³ Rm³
Im¯p \n¶p.
" F¦n... \o ]db... "
" tM... ]dbm¶v... a\ÊnembntÃ...?.."
" Mm... ]dbp¶nÃ....F¶mepw C¸gn§s\ Hcp a\w amÁw..?..."
" FSm ..hmkq«m.. Rm\mtemNníymcp¶p...."
" Ft´m¶v...?..."
" H¶panÃ... s]mtím... \obm s]mXs¸Sp v̄ Imtetem«nt«...."
Rm³ tN«s\ ]pX¸n¨n«v ]pd¯nd§n. GS¯ntb AhnsS§pw InÃ. t\m¡pt¼mÄ
ASp¡f¸Snbnencp¶v Nn´níp¶p. Ft¶¡bpSt\ Fgpt¶Áp.
" GS¯o..."
" F´mSm... s\\¡pw Rm³ t]mW¶p Xs¶bmtWm..."
" AXn¸w.... GS¯nív...."
" ]dsbSm... t]mtWm¶v.... ?.. Cu a\pjyt\ Cu s\teem¡o«v Rm³ t]mtWmSm..."
" GS¯n C¸gpw sI«nbn« ]iqt\t¸mse... B IpÁníp NpÁpw sIS¶p Id§pIm...
CsXms¡ hn[nbm...AÃmsX..."
" F\nsím¶pw tI¡..."
AhÀ aq¡pw ]ngnªv Ipfnapdnbnteív Ibdn hmXneS¨p. AXnÂ \n¶pw D¨¯nÂ
aq¡p NoÁp¶ iÐw tI«p. H¶p t\m¡nbn«v, Rm³ Fsâ apdnbnteípw t]mbn.
]n¶t¯ cp aq¶p Znhkw Rm³ kvYe¯nÃmbncp¶p. Iptd Znhkambn Rm³
Nn´n¨psImncp¶ Hcp _nkn\kv Imcy¯n\p thn tImb¼¯qcp htc t]mtIn
h¶p. \m«nÂ {]Npc{]Nmcapmbncp¶ Hcp tkm¸p I¼\nbptSbpw
_nkvIÁpI¼\nbptSbpw GP³kn¡p thnbmWp t]mbXv. R§fpsS ISbnÂ
km[\w X¶psImncp¶ Hcp hn¡mc³ skbnÂkvam³ hgnbmsW\ním hnhcw
In«nbXv. Cu cp I¼\nIfpw \Ã Hcp ]mÀ«nípthn At\zjníp¶sX¶v. GP³kn
In«nbmÂ Ct¸mÄ In«p¶Xnsâ aq¶nc«n em`amWpmIpI. Rm³ ]ns¶ asÁm¶pw
Nn´n¨nÃ. In«nb Imipw X¸nsbSp¯p sImv Rm³ kvYew hn«p. AOt\mSp
]Wt¯¸Án At\zjn¨t¸mÄ FÃmw tN«\mWp \S¯p¶sX¶pw AOsâ I¿nÂ
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H¶pansÃ¶pw ]dªp. ]ns¶bpÅXv tN«³ hgnbcnInÂ hm§nbn«ncníp¶ ]¯p
skâp kvYeamWv. AXv ]Wbw sh¨mÂ ]Ww Xcmsa¶v _m¦pImÀ ]dªp.
]ns¶m¶pw t\m¡nbnÃ. KtW«t\bpw AOs\bpw IStbÂ¸n¨n«v Rm³ t]mbn.
aÁmcpw ssIíem¡p¶Xn\p ap¼v B GP³knIÄ FSp¡pI F¶Xmbncp¶p Fsâ
Bhiyw.
AUzm³kpw sImSp¯v tcJIfpambn Rm³ \memw Znhkw Xncns¨¯n. I¨hS¯nÂ
bmsXmcp ap³]cnNbhpanÃm¯ Fsâ Hcp FSp¯pNm«ambncp¶p AXv. F§s\
AXn\p Rm³ apXnÀ¶p F¶v F\n¡n¶pw AdnbnÃ. KtW«t\ Fsâ
]¦pImc\m¡ns¡mv sN¿m\mbncp¶p ]²Xn. KtW«\pw kt´mjambn. Iept¦Â
Ip¯nbncp¶pw hmbnÂ t\m¡n\S¶pw Ignªncp¶ KtWi\Xv henb
A\p{Klambncp¶p.
cm{Xn sshIn ho«nse¯nb Ft¶ t\m¡n FÃmhcpw DWÀ¶ncp¸pmbncp¶p. sN¶p
tIdnb ]msS AO³ tNmZn¨p.
" FÃmw sicnbmtbmSm tamt\..."
" sicnbmbn.. cmgvNípÅnÂ ]Ww sI«nsh¨mÂ Nc¡v {Iaambn \½psS
tÌmdnse¯pw.. ]ns¶ FÃmw \½psS anSp¡v... H¶p Ipfn¨n«v tN«t\ ImWWw... AO³
tN«t\mSp tNmZnt¨m...
" CÃ, H¶p kqNn¸ns¨ms«mv... FÃmw \o Xs¶ ]dªm aXn..."
Ipfním³ thn IpfnapdnbpsS hmXnÂ¡Â F¯nb Ft¶ GS¯n XSªp.
" hmkq«m... F\nsímcXymhiyImcyw ]dbms\mmbncp¶p....."
" FÃmw ]dbmw FtâS¯o.. H¶p Ipfnís«... Xe s]cp¡p¶p...."
" F¦nÂ Rm³ tNmsdSp¯p shímw... thKw Ipfn¨n«p hm..."
Ipfn Ignªv Rm³ ASp¡fbnse¯n tNmdn\p ap¼nÂ Ccp¶t¸mtgípw GS¯n
XpS§n.
" hmkq«m... Rm³ ]dbp¶Xv \o A\pkcnípw F¶v F\níp hm¡p XcWw...."
" GS¯n F´p ]dªmepw Rm³ tI¡p¶ptÃm... ]ns¶sb´n\m thsdmcp hm¡v.."
" CX{X \nÊmc ImcyaÃ... AtXmm..."
At¸mtgípw tN«sâ hnfn tI«p.
" hmkq«m....."
" Zm hcpt¶«m..."
" hmkq«m...." GS¯n Xncn¨p hnfn¨p.
" tN«s\´n\m hnfnt¨¶p t\m¡s«..."
Rm³ tN«sâ ASp¯p sN¶p.
" ChnsS Ccn¡v..... \o tNmdptm... "
" CÃ.. Ccp¶¸gm tN«³ hnfnt¨...."
" kmcanÃ... CXp Ignªv D®mw... \o F´n\m tImb¼¯qÀ¡p t]mtb...?.."
" tN«s\m¶pw tXm¶cpXv... tN«t\mSp tNmZnímsX Rms\mcp Imcy¯nÂ FSp¯p
NmSn.. AXp hnPbn¡sW¦nÂ tN«sâ klmtbmw thtWmw... "
" Cu sIS¸p sIS¶v Rms\´p klmbn¡m\mSm...?.."
Rm³ Imcy§Ä Npcp¡ambn hnhcn¨p. At¸mtgípw AO\pw GS¯nbpw
ASps¯¯n.
" Itm... AOm.. \½fp as\¶pw s]m«s\¶pw ]dªv Ifnbm¡nb hmkq«³...
Ahs\t¶¡mfpw anSp¡\m... Bs«.... Rm\n¸w F´m sN¿t..."
" AXv... Rm\n¸w F§\m ]dbvIm.. AO³ ]d..."
" \o ]dtªmSm.. Cu Xesh«n¯cm\pw Rms\mcp¡am..."
" ]nt¶... G«³ hm§nb B kvYesamtÃm.. AsXm¶p ]Wbw híWw....
GS¯ntb¡qSn tN«³ H¶p k½Xn¸níWw..."
" AXns\´mSm... \o ISemkp sImphm... R§sfm¸n«p Xcpw..."
" AXp aXn... kam[m\ambn.... F¶m Rm³ t]mbn htÃmw Ignís«..."
" ]ns¶ \osb´m R§tf¸Án hnNmcnt¨... hm... h¶p Ignív... F¶n«p hÀ¯m\w
]dbmw..." GS¯n ]dªp. F¶n«Sp¡fbnteíp \S¶p.
" \nÃv \nÃv... \o ChnSncnív..." tN«³ Fsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p. Rm³ hopw I«nenÂ
Ccp¶p.
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" \nt¶mSp ]dbmsX Rm\pw AO\pw IqSn ChnsS Hcp Xocpam\saSp¯p.... \o sNbvXXv
IpSpw_¯n\p thn... R§Ä Xocpam\n¨Xv IpSpw_¯nte FÃmÀ¡pw thn... AtÃ
AOm... "
" AtX... "
" \o Xocpam\n¨ Imcy¯n\p thn.. H¶pw ]dbmsX Rm³ k½Xn¨p Ignªp. \nsâ
ISemkp sImphm....BZyw AsXm¸nSs«... KotX... \obpw hm.... "
" cmhnte H¸n«mepw aXn tN«m... C¸w tN«s\md§v......."
" Mm.. AtXt¶... C{X [rXnsb´n\m.... " At§m«p h¶ GS¯nbpw tNmZn¨p.
" Hcp Imcyw Xocpam\n¨m AXp A¸tg \S¶ncníWw... a\pjysâ ImcyatÃ.... \o t]mbn
_m¦nsâ ISemkpIfp sImphm..." Rm³ sN¶v t]¸dpIÄ sImp h¶p.
Nqn¡mWn¨nSs¯Ãmw cpt]cpw H¸pIfn«p.
" lmhq... AXp Ignªp..... C\n Rm³ Xocpam\n¨ Imcyw... AXv ]ns¶¸dbmw... ]t£
\o AXn\p k½Xns¨¶p Ct¸m Fsâ I¿neSn¨p kXyw sN¿Ww..."
Rm³ tN«sâ Ibv Fsâ I¿nseSp¯p. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" tN«³ Xocpam\n¨Xv.. F´mbmepw IpSpw_¯nsâ \·ímsW¶v AO\pw
Dd¸mWtÃm..."
AO³ AtXsb¶p Xe Ipep¡n.
" F¦n..... Rm\pw hm¡p Xcp¶p... Rm³ k½Xn¨ncníp¶p..."
" F¦n.... t]mbn tNmdpn«v sISs¶md§v... \Ã £oWw ImWpw... Rm\pw
kam[m\ambns«m¶p ab§s«...." tN«³ I®S¨p.
`£Ww Ign¨psImncp¶t¸mÄ GS¯n tNmZn¨p.
" \osb´n\m ImcyadnbmsX hm¡p sImSp¯Xv..."
" AXns\´p ]Án... Cu IpSpw_¯nsâ \·ítÃ... "
" F¶mepw... F\nív Ft´m... Hcp kwibw.. Fs´mt¡tbm KqVmtemN\
\S¡p¶pv..."
" tM KqVmtemN\tbm... ChnsStbm.. " F\níp Nncn h¶p. tNmdp hn¡n. At¸mÄ
GS¯n Fsâ s\dpIbnÂ Ibv¸¯nsImSn¨p. AXp IpsImmWO³ At§m«p
h¶Xv.
" F´p ]Án tamtf...
" tNmdp s\dptIÂ tIdn AOm.... Nncn¨¸w..."
" Mqw... \o sImd¨p shÅw sImSv.. .`£Ww Igníp¼w IqSpXÂ Nncow ]m«pw ]mSnÃ."
AO³ t]mbn apdnbnÂ tIdn.
" AtX hmkq«m... AO\pw aI\pw IqSn `b¦c BtemN\bmcp¶p. cokw... ]ns¶
\mtf FâO\pw hcps¶mv...."
" F¦n... hÃ `mKw shbv¸n\pamcnípw... h¿msX sIS¡p¶ tN«\p kzs¯Ãmw
sImSp¡m\mcnípw.... AXp thXm..."
" A§s\bmsW¦n... s\\s¡m¶pw tht...."
" F\nsí´n\m kz¯v.... Rm³ Xt¶ Hcp kz¯tÃ.... " Rm³ Ibv IgpIn.
" AXp sicnbÃ... Rm³ k½XníptIe...."
" GS¯n Np½m tIdn... H¶n\pw FSt¦menSm³ t]mIm..."
" Mqw.. hcs«..."

Dd§m³ InS¶t¸mÄ Rm\mtemNn¨p. F´mbncnípw C{X henb Imcyw. Nnet¸mÄ
FÃmw IqSn GS¯nbpsS t]cnÂ FgpXn shím\mcnípw. Cu IpSpw_w
hn«pt]mIptIe¶tÃ hmin ]nSníp¶Xv. ]nt¶ tN«\p thn PohntXmw Xpe¨v Ct{Xw
_p²nap«p¶XpatÃ. ]mhw, Pohnt¨ms«. AhÀ¡p \ÃXp hcp¯tW tXhtc. Rm³
{]mÀ°n¨psImpd§n.
]ntÁ Znhkw AO³ ISbnÂ h¶nÃ. GhnsSsbms¡tbm t]mIm\ps¶p ]dªp.
]ns¶ tN«\p thn Fs´ms¡tbm Xbmdm¡m\pt{X.
A§s\ tN«\p t]mtI Znhk¯nsâ Xte Znhkw, i\nbmgv¨ s]§½mcpw
GS¯nbpsS AO\pw A½bpw hs¶¯n. Iptd cm{Xn htc FÃmhcpw
hÀ¯am\sams¡ ]dªncp¶p. aq¯ s]§fpsS `À¯mhp am{Xw h¶n«nÃ. FÃmhcpw
Ct¸mÄ kmlNcyhpambn CW§m³ ]Tn¨p Ignªp. GS¯n am{Xw cmhpw ]Iepw
G«sâ IqsSbpmbncp¶p. ]t£ A¶p cm{Xn GS¯n bmsXmcp kwkmc¯nepw
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]s¦Sp¯nÃ. XnI¨pw aqIbmbncp¶p. tN«\pw BsI Kuch¯nembncp¶p. cpw IqSn
]nW§nb a«v.
F\nsímcp kwibw tXm¶n. tN«sâ ]gb kz`mhsa§m\pw Xes]m¡ntbm. C\n hÃ
HmS¡pgÂ hmbním\pw GS¯ntb \nÀ_Ônt¨m Bthm. F¶mepw C¸gt¯ \neív
GS¯n kt´mjt¯msS AXn\p k½Xnípw, A{Xív G«sâ Xmåcy§fpw
Bhiy§fpw \ndthÁp¶pv. Cu ]cph¯nÂ tN«\p s]m§pthm. B, BÀ¡dnbmw,
GXmbmepw GS¯nbpw tN«\pw apJw hoÀ¸n¨ncnípIbmbncp¶p. aÁpÅhÀ
IeymW¯tecm{Xn t]mse skmd]dbp\p.
Nnet¸mÄ sshZyimebnteív Bcpw htcs¶ tN«sâ ]nSnhmin ImcWamhm\pw
aXn. Ahcmbn AhcpsS ]mSmbn. `À¯mhpw `mcybpw Hs¡bmIp¼w ]dªpw
tI«psams¡ Ccn¡pw.
]ntÁ Znhkw Hcp H¼Xcbmbt¸mÄ kwLw sk{I«dnbpw {]knUâpw h¶p. Ahtc
kzoIcn¨ncp¯nbn«v AO³ Ft¶mSp ]dªp.
" hmkq«m, \o Ipfnt¨m..."
" CÃ... t]mImdmIp¼w aXnbtÃm¶p IcpXn...."
" F¦n .. \osbm¶p Ipfnt¨¨p hm... sImd¨p IÀ½§sfmv...."
" F´p IÀ½w...?.."
" Ah³ t]mtW\p ap¼v sNesXms¡ sN¿ms\mv... \o thKw Ipfn¨p hm...."
Rm³ ]ns¶ \n¶nÃ. IÀ½¯n\p ]qPmcnbmbn Iu]o\hpw tXmÀ¯pw [cn¨v \nÂ¡p¶
ImcytamÀ¯t¸mÄ Hcp N½Â. kmcanÃ FÃmw tN«sâ kt´mj¯n\tÃ. G®
tXím³ ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ ]pdIphit¯ Xn®bnÂ \n¶pw Hcp G§eSn tI«p.
Rm³ t\m¡nbt¸mÄ GS¯n. F\níÂ`pXw tXm¶nbnÃ. C¸gnt¸mÄ GS¯n¡v
Icbm³ {]tXyI ImcWsam¶pw th. B, Icbs«, `À¯mhp \o \mft¯
NnInÂkíp t]mIphtÃ. F§s\bmhpw Xncn¨phcsh¶v BÀ¡dnbmw.
" shjantítS¯o... FÃmw t\scbmhpw.... Bdpamkw Ignbp¼w tN«³ \Ã
Imf¡p«ntbs¸mse HmSn\S¡pw..."
AXp tI«t¸mÄ GS¯nbpsS G§eSn IqSn. At¸mÄ A½ At§m«p h¶p.
" \o ChnsS Ictªmp \n¡phmtWm.... CXp hsc Hcp§nbntÃ.... tZ, Ahsâ
kz`mhw s\\¡dnbmtÃm... ]dªm ]dªt]mse sN¿p¶h\m Ah³... AXn\pw IqSn
\o ImcW¡mcnbmI... sNÃv ..tamfp t]mbn Hcp§v..."
A½ Hcp Xm¡oXp t]mse ]dªp. GS¯n Ft¶ H¶p t\m¡nbn«v AIt¯ív \S¶p.
" F´mt½ C{X henb Imcyw... ?.."
" H¶qÃ... \nt¶mSp Ipfn¨p ip²mbn«p sNÃm³ ]dªn«v ChnsS In®mWn¨p
\n¡phmcpt¶m... "
A½ Ft¶mSp tZjys¸«p. Rm³ InWÁpIcbnteíp \S¶p.
Cs¶´m A½íp htc C{X tZjyw. AO\pw Kuchw. GS¯nbpsS k¦Sw
a\Ênem¡mhp¶tXbpÅp. F´p IÀ½m C{X Imcymbn«p \S¡m³ t]mWXv. hÃ
kpJt¡Sp \nhmcnWnbpambncnípw.
BImiw aqSns¡«nInS¶ncp¶p. ag t\ct¯ XpS§p¶ e£Ww. shÅ¯n\p \Ã
XWp¸v. InSpInSm hndíp¶p. F¶mepw thnÃ, Ipfn¨p. apSnsbms¡ NoIn, Hcp
ssIenbpw jÀ«pw [cn¨v tN«sâ apdnbnteíp sN\p.
" Hcp IÀ½¯n\p hcp¼w ssIenbpSpt¯mmtWmSm hcpt¶.. " AO³ tNmZn¨p.
tI«bpSt\ Rm³ t]mbn shÅappSp¯p.
FÃmhcpw apdnbnse¯n. GS¯ntb am{Xw InÃ. tN«sâ I«nen\cnInÂ Hcp ÌqfnÂ
KpcptZhsâ ]S¯n\p ap¼nÂ, aªfpw km{¼mWnbpw.
" Ahsft´y..." tN«³ tNmZn¨p.
" B.. ]dª t]mse KoXsbt´y..." AO\pw tNmZn¨p. FÃmhcpw NpÁn\pw \n¶p.
aq¯ s]§Ä GS¯ntb hnfn¨psImp h¶v tN«sâ Xeíembn \nÀ¯n.
Ipfn¨p Ipdnbn«v IcbpÅ appw tdmkv \nd¯nepÅ »ukpw sNdpIkhpÅ
t\cnbXpw NpÁn h¶ GS¯ntb ImÂ Bcpw H¶p t\m¡nt¸mIpw. apJt¯ hnjmZ
Omb B kuµcy¯n\p amÁp Iq«p¶p. Ct¸mgSÀ¶p hogpw F¶ a«nÂ B I®pIfnÂ
\oÀ¯pÅnIÄ hnXp¼n \nÂ¡p¶p. ]mhw, F´p am{Xw k¦SapmIpw a\Ênent¸mÄ,
FÃmw ISns¨mXp¡pIbtÃ.
"C\nsb´n\m Xmaknípt¶...?.." kwLw sk{I«dn tNmZn¨p.
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" Bbn¡fbmw.." GS¯nbpsS AO³ k½Xw aqfn.
F´p sN¿m\msW¶p am{Xw Bcpw ]dªp Xcp¶nÃ. Rm³ AOsâ apJ¯p t\m¡n.
AO³ tN«sâ apJ¯pw.
" hmkq«m..." tN«³ kmhImiw hnfn¨p. B hnfnbnÂ Ft´m Hcp {]tXyIX.
" \o C§p ht¶... Cu I«nencpt¶..." Rm³ tN«sâ AcnInembn I«nenÂ Ccp¶p.
" \o Ft¶mSv Hcp kXyw sNbvXncp¶p... Ignª Znhkw..... AXn¶p \S¯Ww.. AXn\m
FÃmcpw h¶ncnítW..."
" Imcyw F´msW¶v.. Bcpw ]dªnÃ... CtXhtc..." Rm³ ]cp§n.
" Fsâ... Poh³... s\e\nÀ¯m\pw.... \o {i²n¨p tI¡Ww.... \nsâ GS¯n KoXtb
AhsS Cã{]Imcw ChnsS \nÀ¯m\pw... Rm³ t\m¡o«v Hcp hgntb ImWp¶pÅp...."
" Mqw..." Rm³ aqfnt¡«p. Fsâ a\Êp XpÅns¯dn¨p, F´m tN«³ ]dªp hcp¶Xv.
" AXn\pÅ Ffp¸hgn.... " tN«³ H¶p \nÀ¯n GS¯ntb t\m¡n. B NppIÄ
hndíp¶p, t]Sn¨c am³t]Stbt¸mse. sIm¨ps]§Ä GS¯nbpsS tXmfnÂ
]nSn¨n«pv. AhfpsS tXmfntetíS¯n Nmbp¶p.
" KoX... \n\¡p IqSn `mcybmIpI...."
]cn]qÀ® \niÐX. ]pd¯v GtXm Hcp ]£n Nne¨p. Hcp \nanjt\ct¯ív
F\nsím¶pw tXm¶nbnÃ. s]s«¶v F\níp t_m[w h¶p. Rm³ NmSnsbgpt¶Án«p
]dªp.
" ]ÁnÃ... CXp \S¡ptIe..." hopw \niÐX.
" hmkq«m... \osb\níp hm¡pX¶Xm...." tN«sâ iÐw I\¯p.
" Cu ISpwssIímsWs¶\nív Hcp Dutlmw CÃmXncp¶sImp hm¡p X¶Xm...
FÃmcpw IqsS B ]mh¯nt\ NXníym.." Rm³ Dds¡ hnfn¨p ]dªp.
" CXp \S¡ptIse¶v s\\s¡md¸mtWm..."
" AtX... tN«t\ F\níp _lpamt\mv... t]Sov... F¶mepw CXp ]ÁnÃ.... Ahscâ
GS¯nb½bm..."
" BtWm... F¦n... B GS¯nb½... Hcnsí Ft¶mSv \nt¶¸Án hnfn¨p
]dªsX´ms\¶v... s\\¡v tI¡tWm...." tN«³ tNmZn¨p.
" G«m.... AcpXv... Fs¶ ..C§s\...."
GS¯nbpsS iÐw. FÃmhcpw angn¨p t\m¡n. Fsâ HmÀ½ {]hÀ¯n¨p. A¶p
I«nÂ¡osg InS¡pt¼mÄ GS¯n tZjy¯nÂ hnfn¨p ]dªXv.
" Ahsfs¶ tXmÂ¸n¡m³ thn ]dªXmsWs¶\nídnbmw... ]t£
hmkq\dnb¯nÃ..... klnsISp¼w... D]{Zhw klním³ h¿msX hcp¼w BÀ¡pw
Afap«pw... AXp hn«pIf... A¸w ... Chtfs¡mv... At{Xw ]dbn¸nítWm¦n... Rm³
F´p am{Xw Chtf Iãs¸Sp¯o«pmIpw.... AXp ]dbm\m Rm\m Imcyw ]dtª... "
G«³ \nÀ¯n.
" AsX´mbmepw..."
" F\níp ]dbm\pÅXv tI«n«v... \o F´p Xocpamt\mw FSpt¯m.... Cu Ic¡mcptSw ...
kz´¡mcptSw ap¼n sh¨v... Cu ]mhw s]®nt\mSv... am¸v F¶p ]dbm\ÃmsX ...
AhsS Imep]nSním³ F\nímhXnÃ... Hcp ]t£ Cu in£ In«oÃmcps¶¦n...
Rm\n§s\ ]db¯panÃmcnípw......"
" FâOm... Cu G«t\msSm¶p \nÀ¯m³ ]d..." GS¯n Icªp sImp ]dªp. tI«p
\n¶hcpsSbpw I®p \ndbp¶pmbncp¶p.
" F¶mepw AXp th tN«m... F\níp h¿..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" \o H¶qsS Nn´nt¨.... t\ct¯ Rm\nXp \nt¶mSp ]dªncpt¶Â \o sNe¸w
hoSphn«p t]mtbt\ Fs¶\níp tXm¶n.... \o Nn´ní¯nÃ....FSp¯p NmSpw AXm
\nsâ {]mbw.... Cu ho«nÂ... Fsâ I¿o¶v Ahf\p`hn¨ Iã¸mSpIsfms¡ Ahfp
ad¡Ww... Ah¡o hoSp hn«p t]mIm³ hs¿¶v ]dªXv s\\¡dnbmtem... Ah¡v
\½tf A{Xív kvt\tlmw Ctãmam...."
" AXp tN«t\mSpÅ kvt\l¡qSpXepsImm.. AÃmsX..." Rm³ CSíp hoWp.
" A{Xív Ahsft¶ kvt\lníp¶ps¦n .... Ahsf\níp a\:kam[m\w Xcm³
ISs¸«hfm... AXpsImm AhfnXn\p k½Xnt¨...."
" AÃ... Xs¶¯m³ XeXÃn NmIpsa¶p ]dªXpsImm... Rm³ k½Xnt¨..." GS¯n
]dªp.
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" A¸tg... \n§fn§s\... XÀ¡nt¨mncp¶n«p ImcyanÃ... Hcp Xocpam\ambn«v R§tf
hnfn¨m aXnbmcp¶tÃm...." kwLw sk{I«dn Fgpt¶Áp.
" kmdncnív... CXn\n¸w Hcp Xocpam\amIpw .... AsX´mbmepw \n§fp km£nbmIptIw
thWw...." tN«³ XpSÀ¶p.
" Chfo hoSp hn«p t]mIp¶sX\níp klníptIe... ImcWw.. Chfo hoSnsâ hnf¡m...
F\nímsW¦nÂ C\nsbmcp PohnXhpanÃ.... A¸¸ns¶ Rm\mtemNnNn«v Cu Hcp hgntb
IpÅp... AhÄ¡p kt´mjhpamIpw... \½psS kapZmb¯nÂ Nnet¸mÄ C§s\
Hcp hg¡sampXm\pw.... Chcp X½nÂ henb {]mbhyXymtkmanÃ... ]ns¶´m
sImg¸w.... "
" F¶mepw tN«m... F\nínXv...." Rm³ hopw ]dªp.
" hmkq«m... F\nín¸w \n§tfmSt]£nímt\ XcsamÅp... XÃn A\pkcn¸nímt\m...
H¶p Imep]nSnímt\m t]mepw C¸sg\nímhXnÃ.... .\n§¡v k½XansÃ¦n.... Rm³ C\n
\nÀ_Ôníp¶nÃ... Fsâ B{Klw \S¡p¶nsÃ¦n ]ns¶...\n§sfms¡¡qSn
F´n\m...NnInÂkním³ sImpt]mtW... Rms\´n\m Hcp]tbmtKmanÃmsX....
...AtXmv... Xmakní...... sX¡p hi¯v Hcp ]«Ssbmcp¡ntbcv....... Rm\t§m«v
C¶p Xt¶ s]mtímfmw..... "
tN«³ FXnÀ hit¯ív apJw Xncn¨p. IcbpIbmsW¶v hyàambncp¶p.
Bcpw H¶pw annbnÃ. Ahkm\w GS¯n apt¶m«p h¶p. tN«sâ ]mZ¯nÂ
]nSn¨psImp ]dªp.
" F\níp k½Xm... G«³ IcbtÃ... Rms\´pw A\pkcnt¨mfmw.... hmkq«m.... "
" GS¯o....Rm\nt¸m..."
" Cu imt]mw hm§o«v.... \½sf´p sN¿m\mSm...."
" tamt\.... \n§¡v CX\pkcn¨m... \ÃtX hcq... Ah³ a\ÊpcpIn ]dªXm..... "
AO³ Ft¶mSp ]dªp. Rm³ NpÁpw t\m¡n. k½Xníp F¶ AÀ°¯nÂ
s]§·mÀ t\m¡p¶p. GS¯nbpsS AO³ Fsâ tXmf¯p ]nSn¨p. A½ Fsâ
apSnbnÂ XgpIn.
Rm³ tN«sâ apJw ]nSns¨sâ t\sc Xncn¨p sImp ]dªp.
" tN«m...Mqw..."
Rm³ XeIpep¡n. tN«³ Fsâ apJw ]nSn¨p Xgv¯n Fsâ s\ÁnbnÂ Npw_n¨n«p
a{´n¨p.
" \n§¡p \ÃXp hct«..."
" F¶m¸ns¶ C\n sh¨p \o«... sI«p \S¡t«..." {]knUâp ]dªp.
" a¡tf... KotXsS... samJw H¶p IgpIn C¨ncn sa\bmbn«p sImp hm... F{X
\mfmbn«p Ictªmp \S¡phm... C\nsb¦nepw H¶p tXmÀ¶m aXnbmcp¶p...."
A½ ]dªp. tN«³ I®S¨p InS¶p.
GS¯n h¶p tN«sâ AcnInÂ \ne¯ncp¶p. tN«³ Is¿¯n¨v GS¯nbpsS
XmenamebpsS sImfps¯Sp¡m³ t\m¡n. GS¯n XSªpsImv tN«sâ apJt¯íp
t\m¡n. kmcanÃ F¶ AÀ°¯nÂ tN«³ I®S¨p ImWn¨p. Xmename Agns¨Sp v̄
AXnÂ \n¶pw Xmen Ducn KpcptZhsâ ]S¯nsâ ap¼nteín«p. ]ns¶ XebnW¡ognÂ
\n¶pw thsdmcp XmensbSp v̄ AXnÂ tImÀ¯p F¶n«v Fsâ t\tc \o«n. Rm³
tNmZn¨p.
" AsX§s\bm tN«m sicnbmIpt¶..... tN«s\´n\m...AXgn¨p IfªXv...?..."
" \o ]dbp¶X§\pkcn¨m aXn..... F\nín\n ChfpsS taÂ bmsXmchImtimanÃ.... KoX
Ct¸m apXÂ apgph\mbn«pw \nsâ `mcybm....Duw...sI«v..."
Rm³ AXv hm§m³ aSn¨p F¶n«v NpÁpw t\m¡n. GS¯n AÃ KoX, apJw
Ip\n¨ncníp¶p. At¸mÄ sk{I«dn ]dªp.
" Ah³ ]dªXnepw Imtcymv... Cu ]cph¯nÂ B Xmen s\e\n¶n«pw ImcyanÃ..
B¡W¡n\Xv Hcgn¨psI«p X\ym \ÃXv... \o hm§n¨p sI«v... hmkq.. kabw
IfbmsX......"
sk{I«dn Xs¶ Xmen hm§n Ft¶ GÂ¸n¨p.
" tamfs§gpt¶Áp \nt¶... KpcptZht\ \akvIcnív.... "
KoX Fgpt¶Áp. tN«sâ ImÂ sXm«p hµn¨p. AXp Ignªv KpcptZhsâ ]S¯nÂ
sXmgpXp. cO·mcptSbpw A½amcptSbpw ImÂ sXm«p hµn¨p. ]ns¶ s]§·mÀ Ccp
hi¯pw \n¶v Fsâ ap¼nteív Ahtf sImph¶p. Rm³ GS¯nbpsS, AÃ
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KoXbpsS Igp¯nÂ Xmen AWnbn¨p. ktlmZcnamÀ Ipchbn«p. sI«p Ignªp
Xncnªp t\m¡pt¼mÄ hmXnÂ¡Â hnemkn\n Nncn¨ apJhpambn. ]ns¶ R§Ä
cp t]cpw tN«sâ ImÂ sXm«p hW§n.
" F¦nÂ R§fnd§s«.... B¸okn h¶v F¸sg¦nepw Hs¶m¸nt«íWw cp t]cpw....."
sk{I«dn ]dªp.
" l.. \nív... Hmtcm ¥mkp I«³Im¸n IpSn¨n«p t]mImw..." AO³ ]dªp.
" F¶me§ns\... F´m..{]knUtâ...." AhÀ tImembnteíp t]mbn.

Rm³ apÁ¯nd§n. t\ct¯ I Ccpfna amdnbncníp¶p. kqcy³ {]Xy£\mbn. C\n
kaba\pkcn¨v ag¡mdpIÄ hcpt¼mÄ amdns¡mSp¡pItb thq. Rmt\mÀ¯p,
\n\¨ncnbmsX Rm³ `À¯mhmbncníp¶p. sIm«pw IpchbpanÃmsX, \mZkzchpw
kZybpw CÃmsX, £Whpw AXnYnIfpw CÃmsX. ]´epw Ae¦mchpanÃmsX.
BtemN\bnÃmsX k½Xw hm§msX, Hcp \nanjw sImv \n\¨ncnbmsX Rm³ Hcp
`À¯mhmbncníp¶p. AXpw C¶se htc GS¯nb½ F¶v Rm³ hnfn¨psImncp¶
Fsâ tN«sâ PohnXkJntb.
At¸mÄ hnemkn\n Fsâ ASpt¯íp h¶p.
" Bfp anSp¡³ Xt¶... s]mdtI \S¶v... At«w ]nSn¨v...]nSn¨v... Hfn¨pw ]m¯pw
t\m¡n......HSphnÂ ...X«nsbSp¯v ....kz´am¡n...... anSp¡³..."
" hntÃ¨o.. CXv ... Fsâ I¿nteív h¶v hoWXm...." Rm³ ]dªp.
" C\n G¨o Io¨os¶m¶pw hnfntí... hnÃq¶§p hnfn¨m aXn....." ]ns¶ NpÁpw
t\m¡n Fsâ sNhnbnÂ ]dªp. " C\ntb.... aW¡mw, sNcímw, ..acp¶p shímw..
Fs¶ms¡ ]dªv FâSp¯p hc tIt«m... Hsc®w apgpht\msS I¿nÂ In«otÃ...."
AhfXpw ]dªv Nncn¨psImv ASp¡fbnteíp t]mbn.
Ipd¨p t\cw Rm³ H¶pw sN¿m\nÃmsX apÁ¯p IqSn \S¶p. aÁpÅhscÃmw
t]mbt¸mÄ Rm³ AIt¯íp Ibdn. hnemkn\n ap³hit¯ hmXnenÂ IqSn
]pdt¯índ§n h¶p.. Ft¶ It¸mÄ ]dªp.
" IeymW kZy In«ntb Rm\S§q.. Cu HW¡¡m¸nsbm¶pw t]mc... \Ã
Hcpcp¸SnbtÃ NpfphnÂ ASns¨Sp¯Xv...."
Rms\m¶p ]p©ncn¨p.
" Hm.... C\n \½tfmsSm¶pw anptIemcnípw.. shenb IpSpw_\mY\mbnt¸mbntÃ...."
F\nsít´m NqSp tIdn. Rm³ hnfn¨p.
" hntÃ¨n H¶p \nt¶..."
" Mqw..?.."
" Rm\mZyta annbXpw IXpw sXm«Xpw... Btcbm¶dnbmhtÃm... ]ns¶ ...
hntÃ¨ntbmsS´n\m Rm³ ]{Xmkp ImWn¡tW..."
" H¶p t]msbsâ hmkq«m.. C\n AtX am{Xw sXm«m aXn.. tIt«m..."
AhÄ \mWn¨p hncÂ ISn¨psImp NmSnbnd§nt¸mbn.
Rm³ sasÃ G«sâ apdnbnteíp sN¶p. hmXnÂ¡Â sN¶ Rm³ Xncn¨p
t]mcms\mcp§n. AhnsS GS¯nbpsS s\©nÂ Nmcn¡nS¡p¶ tN«³, tN«sâ NpnÂ
Im¸n¥mkv ap«n¨p sImSp¡p¶ GS¯n. F\nsímcp aSn, Rm³ Xncnªp \S¶p.
Ft¶¡ GS¯n tN«t\ Xmtg¡nS¯ms\mcp§n.
" hmkq«m..." tN«sâ hnfn. " \o C§p tIdn hm..." Rm³ AIt¯íp tIdn.
" FSm... \o H¶pw hnNmcnícpXv... ChsS IbvsImv \n§sS IeymW¡m¸n
IpSníWs¶mcp Bi...tXm¶n. F\níp t\scbncp¶p IpSníWsa¦nÂ ..... AtXmm...
\nsâ s]®nt\ Rm³ sXm«nÃ tIt«m..."
" Cu G«³ Fs´ms¡bm hnfn¨p ]tdt¶...." GS¯n tZjys¸«p.
" AtXSo.. C\n samXev \o Ahsâ s]®m... \½fp X½nen\n ]gb _Ôsam¶panÃ...
AXp \obpw HmÀ¡Ww......Mm.... hn hcmdmbn... Cu jÀs«m¶p
amdnbms¡mÅmcp¶p...... appw..."
GS¯n H¶pw anmsX ¥mÊp Xmsg sh¨n«v G«s\ InS¯n. ]ns¶ Aeamc Xpd¶v
jÀs«Sp¯p, appw. Rm³ Xncn¨nd§nt¸m¶p. AhnsS \nítWm thtbm Fs¶\níp
Xocpam\ním³ IgnªnÃ.
Aåw Ignªt¸mÄ GS¯n h¶p ]dªp.
" tZ... G«³ hnfníp¶p...." Rm³ tN«sâ ASpt¯íp sN¶p.
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" F´m tN«m...?.."
" \nt¶msSmcp clkyw ]dbms\mmcp¶p... \nt¶mSo coXoÂ Rm³ ]dbm³
]mSnÃm¯Xm....]t£¦n... C¸w s\\¡pw ssek³kv In«nbntÃ... \nsâ sNhn C§p
ImWnt¨...."
Rm³ sNhn tN«sâ NptmSSp¸n¨p.
tN«³ BZyw Fsâ Ihnfs¯mcp½ X¶p. ]ns¶ ]dªp.
" \o... shjaní... Ahsfmcp cmwsI«pImcnsbm¶paÃ..... sI«o«v... hfsc hfsc
Npcp¡w amt{X... CÃm¶p Xt¶ ]dbmw.... R§fp X½nev....... s\\¡v
a\ÊnemIps¶mtÃm...?... Fsâ tam³ AtXmÀ v̄ Ahtf shdp¡cpXv.... ...
AXmcp¶p Fsâ skm`mhw... AhtfmSv Rm³ A§s\bm s]cpamdnbXv.... tXhcv
Adntªmm.. F\nínXp hcp¯nbXpw... Cs¶t¶s¡mn§s\ sN¿n¨Xpw.... "
" tN«\p tNmdp®t..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Mqw... \o F\níp hm¡p XcWw.. Ahtf shdp¡ptIem¶v... Fsâ tamt\...
Ahtft¸msemcp s]s¦m¨nt\ s\\¡v Hcníepw In«¯nÃ... \n§fp X½nev henb
{]mbshXymtkmanÃ.... AXpsImv a\Êp shjanímsX... shjan¸nímsX PohníWw..."
" Mm...t\m¡mw...." Rm³ F§pw sXmSmsX ]dªp.
" \nsâ IeymWw C§s\m¶paÃmcp¶p ....thsX¶\nídnbmw... ]t£¦n.... \o
Ft¶mSp £anív... .." tN«sâ kzcw amdn hcp¶p., AXp KZvKZ¯nteíp IS¶t¸mÄ
Rm³ ]dªp.
" R§fpw IqsS sshZyimtetem«p hcps¶mv..."
" th... \n§fp hc... .. H¯ncn Zqscbm... AO\pw A½mh\pw hcps¶mv... Ahcp
hgníp s]§sS ho«n sISt¶¨v \msftb Xncnsb hcs¯mÅp...."
" F¶mepw ..."
" th... hcm¶p ]dªm hc.... F\níp th¸w Rms\gpXpw... At¶cw h¶m
aXn..." tN«³ Xncnªp InS¶p.

G«¯nb½ -- 12

tN«³ t]mb \nanjw GS¯n apdnbnÂ tIdn IXIS¨p. A¯mg¯n\p hnfn¨t¸mÄ
ASp¡fbnÂ h¶p. s]§·mcp cp t]cpw IqSn Ign¸ním³ t\m¡nsb¦nepw
hni¸nÃm¶p ]dªv Xncn¨v t]mbn apdnbnÂ tIdn InS¶p. ]t£ IXIS¨nÃ.
F\nsímcp hn[¯nepw kabw t]mIp¶nÃ. Rms\mcp {]tXyI temI¯nÂ
F¯ns¸«Xp t]mse. kXy¯nÂ Rm\pÄs¸«v \S¶XmsW¦nepw CXp \S¶p F¶v
hnizkním³ a\Êp k½Xníp¶nÃ.
InS¡m³ t\cambt¸mÄ s]§Ä GS¯ntb hnfníp¶Xp tI«p. ]ns¶ GS¯nbpsS
apdnbnÂt¡dn Ft´m tNmZníp¶Xp t]mse tXm¶n. Aåw Ignªt¸mÄ, AhÄ Fsâ
apdnbnÂ h¶p.
" FSm....C\n apXev... \o B apdo sIS¶m aXn.... "
" AXn\v GS¯n AXn\I¯p sIS¡phtÃ..."
" GS¯ntbm...? ..." AhÄ Nncn¨p. C\n s\\¡hfp KoXbm... AsÃ¦n... FSo
t]mSot¶m... N¡tct¶m.. Hs¡ hnfnímw.... tZ, ]mep sImt sh¨ns«mv....t]m...
sN¶p sIS¡v... \m¯q³ Im¯ncníbmhpw..."
" AÃ... F\níp a\ÊnemIm³ h¿mªn«p tNmZníphm... \n§sfms¡ a\pjycmtWm...
AhcpsS sIt«ymt\ ihw sNmat¶mp t]mW t]mse sImpt]mbn«v ...
aWn¡qdpIfp IgnªnÃ... AXn\p ap¼v \n§¡v In®mWw sXmS§n... B kv{XosS
a\Êv F§s\bmsW¶v... \n§fmsc¦nepw Nn´nt¨m..?.. Xf¶p t]mbXtÃ... a\Êp
t\mhním¶p IcpXn Ahcp Igp¯p \o«n¯¶Xm.. AXp \n§¡dnb¯nÃ..."
Fsâ iÐw Aåw DbÀ¶p t]mbn. s]§Ä hnfdn. F¦nepw ]dªp.
" sÈSm... CXp \Ã Iq v̄... AX§s\sbms¡ sIS¡pw... AkpJw hcpw...
NnInÂknípw... h¿m¯XpsImtÃ tN«³ CXp sNbvXXv... AXpw
Ahtc¡cpXnbtÃ.... F¶p IcpXn F¡mtemw... AtXmÀ¯v IcbW¶p F´n\m
hmin.... a\pjy³ AXmXp kab¯ns\m¯p amdWw... sI«ntbm³ N¯p ]peIpfníp
apt¼ s]®p§fp thsd IeymWw Igníp¶p...]n¶m CXv...."
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" F´mSo ChnsS Hcp Ii]ni... tM.... A§p tXm«p IShnt¡¡mhtÃm... \n§sS
hg¡v..." At§m«p IS¶p h¶ A½ tNmZn¨p.
" AÃ..... Ch³ Cu apdo¯t¶ IpSnsIS¡phm¶v... AhchntSw... F¦n¸ns¶´n\m..
tN«sâ ap¼n... \mSIw \S¯n NXn¨Xv.... " s]§Ä hminbnÂ.
" FSo ...]Xps¡¸d... B s]s¦m¨hnsS Hd§o«nÃ...."
" Hm.. tI«mse´m... Rm³ thmXo\sam¶pw ]dªnÃtÃm... sI«ntbm³
ChnsSsb´n\m sIS¡pt¶¶v tNmZn¨p.... AXn\hs\t¶.. ISn¨p Iodm³ hcp¶p..."
" Rm\mtcw Xn¶mw h¶nÃ...." Rm³ ]dªp.
" t]ms«So...AhchcpsS Imcyw t\m¡nt¡mfpw.... \o t]mbn sIm¨nt\ Hd¡v... \nsâ H¨
tI«sXmW¶p..."
" Hm.. ]ns¶... CsXm¶pw Bcpw ImWm¯ t]mse...."
s]§Ä AhfpsS apdnbnteíp t]mbn. Rm³ sseÁW¨p InS¶pd§m³ t\m¡n. kÔy
apXÂ ag¨mÁepÅXpsImv A´co£¯nÂ XWp¸mbncp¶p. Nn´n¨v Nn´n¨v
Rm\pd§nt¸mbn.

cmhnte DWÀ¶p R§Ä t]mIp¶Xphtc GS¯n Fsâ I¬sh«¯p h¶nÃ. F¶mÂ
Im¸nbpw jÀ«pw appw XpWnIsfÃmw Fsâ apdnbnÂ Bhiy¯n\p sImp
sh¨ncp¶p. Rm³ hnNmcn¨p. `mcym[À½w A\pãnípIbmbncnípw. B,
Fs´¦nepamIs«. As¶\níp Nn´ apgph³ Ahtc¸Ánbmbncp¶p. F§s\ Cu
_Ôw XpSÀ¶p t]mIpw. BIkvanIamb hnhmlt¯msS F\níhtcmSpÅ
Bkànbpw Cãhpw CÃmXmbXp t]mse. Ct¸mÄ thsdmcp coXnbnÂ BWp Rm³
Ahtc ImWp¶Xv. A¶hÀ Hcp acoNnIbmbncp¶p. ASp¡pt´mdpw AIep¶ acoNnI.
C¶v Ahscsâ I¿Ie¯nÂ Fsâ A[o\XbnÂ \nÂ¡p¶p. ]t£ Ahtc H¶p
sXmSp¶ Imcyw t]mepw ANn´\obw. AhcpsS a\ÊnÂ Dcp¯ncnªp IqSnbncníp¶
hnImcw Fs´¶dnbmsX F{X Imew C§s\ IgnbWw. hcs«, s]s«¶pÅ A¼c¸nÂ
\n¶pw AhÀ tamNnXbmIpt¼mÄ B ]mh¯nt\ sI«gn¨p hnt«ímw. Hcp
hnImc¯Ån¨íp Cu ho«nÂ \n¶pw t]mIpIbnsÃ¶p ]dsª¦nepw, PohnXt¯¸Án
BtemNnípt¼mÄ AhÀ Xmt\ Xocpam\w amÁns¡mÅpw. AsÃ¦nÂ Xs¶ C¶se
htc FSm t]mSm F¶p hnfn¨psImp \S¶ A\pPt\ C¶p apXÂ {]mW\mYm, tN«m
F¶p hnfníp¶sX§s\. GXp k{¼Zmb¯nsâ t]cnemsW¦nepw Hcp kv{Xoípw
DÄs¡mÅm³ ]Ánsb¶p hcnÃ.
At¸mÄ R§fpsS ]gb clkythgv¨tbm ? A§s\ H¶p \S¶ \neíp R§Ä
X½nÂ C\n Hcp ad Dtm. Dv, ]t£ AsX´msW¶v ]nSn In«p¶nÃ..
sshIn«v A¯mgw Igním\pw Ahtc InÃ. Fsâ apdnbnteíp t]mIp¶ hgnív Rm³
B apdnbntesíms¶¯n t\m¡n. AhÀ I«nenÂ Nn´m[o\bmbn InS¡p¶p. hmXnÂ
Hcp ]mfn AS¨n«nÃ. Hcp ]t£ F\níp tIdnhcm\mbncnípw. `mcybmb \neív
`À¯mhnsâ ap¼nÂ hmXnÂ sIm«nbSím³ ]ÁnÃtÃm. Rm³ Fsâ apdnbnÂ t]mbn
InS¶p. DuWp Ignªt¸mÄ s]§Ä hopw Fsâ apdnbnÂ.
" FSm... aWhmfs¨dp¡m... C¶setbm B ]mep XWp v̄ ]ncnªp t]mbn...C¶t¯
\n§sS ¹ms\´phm..."
" Cu tN¨níp thsd ]Wnsbm¶pantÃ...."
" HtÃm... Fsâ sI«ntbm³ \msf cmhnte hcpw... ]ns¶ Rms\sâ ]Wní§p
t]mIptIw sN¿pw... \n§fp am{Xw...]Wnsbm¶pw sN¿msX.. AhtSw ChntSambn«v...
NSªncnípw..."
" tN¨níp XebnÂ Ifna®m... Fs¶ C¶se IXo¶v s]s«¶v amÁn¡mWm³
AhÀs¡´p shjaw ImWpsa¶v Ht¶mÀ¯pt\m¡ntb... Xncns¨\nípw..."
" ]nt¶.... thsdmcp samJw....FSm... s]m«³ IpWmt¸... PohnX¯nÂ In«nÃm¯ Hcp
a\pjysâ IqsS Fd§nt¸mbn«v...H¼Xmw amkw Rmw s]Áp.... AXnsâtfXv sXm«oÂ
sIS¡p¶p.... CsXms¡ PmUbtÃ... \ntâw Hcp ]p¶mc GS¯otSw... "
" PmUsb¦n ...PmU.... tN¨níp \tãm¶panÃtÃm...."
" ]ns¶......\ntâw \nsâ GS¯otSw sImtd Ncn{X§fp Rm³ hnemkn\osS hmbo¶p
tI«p..... Ft¶s¡mp ]dbn¸n¡... F¶n«n¸w cpw IqsS \Ã]nÅ Nabp¶p..."
" F´p Ncn{Xm... C{X sIm«ntLmjníms\mÅXv..."
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" CÃ H¶qÃy... Hc« ]nSpt¯mw... acp¶p s]c«epw.... Hfn¨p t\mt«mw... B ]mhw CXp
htÃmadnsbms¶mmcpt¶m.... Hcp IW¡n\p Xf¶p t]mbXp \¶mbn... tNtcXp
\n§ep X½nem.... AdnbmsXbms\¦nepw tN«³ sNbvXXp \¶mbn... CtÃÂ \n§sS
]nÅIfn aq¯v aq v̄.... shfnbnemsc¦nepw Adnªmcpt¶ev.... ]ns¶ Ah\dnbpw...
]ns¶ sIme]mXIamcpt¶t\ ChnsS... Cuizc³ Hcp IW¡n\v c£n¨Xm...C§s\......"
" hr¯ntISp ]dbmsX Fgpt¶Áp t]msWmtm...?.."
" FSm... Fs´ms¡bmtWepw KoX sFizcysamÅ s]®mSm.... \n§fp X½nemtW \Ã
tNÀt¨am..... \n§sS Cu Xncnªncp¸p Ip klním³ h¿msX ]dªp t]mbXm...
\obmbn«p thWw ChnsS HchImin HmIm³..."
Rms\gpt¶Áp. hmXnÂ¡teíp \S¶p.
" Ft§m«m \obv... apdotem«msW¦nÂ Hcp ¥mÊp ]mep Im¨n¯cmw... sXmS¡w
samS¡..."
" Hm...Rms\m¶p apÅmw t]mIphm.."
" BMv lm... Rm³ hnNmcn¨p... Fhs\m¶pw HcpIme¯pw \¶mIpthe..."
Rm³ apdníp ]pd¯nd§nbt¸mÄ GS¯n AhcpsS apdníIt¯íp Ibdp¶Xp t]mse.
At¸mÄ AhÀ R§Ä ]dªsXÃmw tIt«m. tIs«¦nÂ ]pÃv. t]mIm³ ]d.
CtX Zn\NcybnÂ Bgv¨ H¶p Ignªpt]mbn. ASp¯ Rmbdmgv¨ Cfb s]§Ä h¶p.
Rm³ hnNmcn¨p, C\n AhfpsS hmbo¶pw tIÄ¡mw. ]t£ AhÄ A{X
kwkmcníp¶ {]IrX¡mcnbÃ.
Xn¦fmgv¨ cmhnte Rm\pw AO\pw t]mIms\mcp§nbt¸mÄ AO³ ]dªp.
" hmkq«m... \o C¶p ItSteíp hc..."
" AsX´m..AOm...."
" \o... Hcmgv¨ ho«n \nÃv... s\\¡v sImd¨v hn{iaw thWw... Ah\p thn sImtd
HmSnbntÃ... ChnsS \n¶v Hcm«n³kq¸pw Hs¡ Ign¨n«v h¶m aXn..."
" A¸w ItSev..?.."
" KtWis\mtÃm... Cubmgvt¨ Ncs¡Sp¡m³ t]mItÃm..."
" sicnbm AO³ ]dªXv... ChnsS C¨nsc ]Wosams¡ Xocms\mv.." s]§Ä
AOt\ ]n´m§n.
At¸mÄ GS¯n A¼e¯nÂ t]mIm\mbn Hcp§n Cd§n h¶p. kXyw ]dªmÂ
CSh¸mXn¡me¯v s]m¶pw Nn§¯nte HmWw h¶ t]msebpv. Fs´mcp {ioXzw.
" At½ ..Rms\m¶p sXmgpXn«p hcmw..."
" sicn tamtf... GSm \o Hcp§n \n¡phtÃ...AhsS IqsS H¶p sXmgpXp {]mÀ°n¨n«p
hm... \nÃv tamtf.. Ah\pw IqsS hcpw..."
" Rm³... Rm³...apSnsbms¶mXp¡s«...."
Rm³ AIt¯íp Ibdn. F¶n«v P\enÂ IqSn t\m¡n. GS¯n apÁ¯cnInÂ F\níp
thn Im¯p\nÂ¡p¶p. ImepsImv aWenÂ Ft´m Nn¡n¯ncªv kmcn¯p¼v
I¿nsemXp¡nbpÅ B \nÂ¸v hÃsXmcp Imgv¨ Xt¶. Bcmbmepw sImXn¨p t]mIpw.
Cfw ]¨»ukpw shÅ kmcnbpw \Ã tNÀ¨. C{X cmhnte Cu XWp¸¯v Ipfn¨v
Ipdnbn«ncníp¶p. IWnImWm³ ]Ánb Imgv¨. Rm³ a\:]qÀhw AI¯p Xt¶ \n¶p.
A©p an\n«p Ignªn«pw Ft¶ ImWmªv AhÀ ]Xps¡ HXp¡pIÃpIfnd§n.
AhÀ t]mbn¡gnªt¸mÄ Rm\pw ]pd¯nd§n.
apÁand§n \ShgnbnÂ F¯nbt¸mÄ hnemkn\n, I¿nÂ ]qs¡m«bpambn Cd§n
hcp¶p.
" AÃm aWhmf³ Ft§m«m.... cmhnte ItSt¸mWntÃ..."
shfps¡¨ncn¨psImv AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" hnÃp Ft§m«m....A¼e¯nteím...?.." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" cmhnte A½íp \nÀ_Ôw... A¼e¯nt¸mbn t\m¼p t\mÂ¡m³.. Xn¦fmgv¨btÃ..."
" Hm...\S¡s«...\S¡s«..."
" ]ns¶§s\mmcp¶p... a[phn[phpw BZycm{Xosams¡..." hnemkn\n Hcp IÅ
t\m«t¯msS tNmZn¨p.
" Gbv...AsXm¶pw I\yIamtcmSp ]dtb Imcy§fÃ....."
" Cu I\ytIw...Hcp Znhkw CsXms¡ A\p`hnt¡hfm... AtXmv tI¡p¶Xn\p
Ipg¸sam¶panÃ... AtÃ¯t¶ Cu¸td¶ Bfp Xt¶ sImtd lcn{iosbms¡ ]dªp
X¶ntÃ......"
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" AXp th... t\ct¯ apgph\pw Adnªmte...AXnsâ ..Hcp..Hcp..sImgp¸p t]mIpw..."
" A¸w \¶mbn sImgp¸n¨ e£WsamtÃm... At¸m... {ioaXn... ]mhw
£oWns¨md§pImcnípw..."
" Mqw..."
]ns¶ R§fpsS kwkmcw tN«t\¡pdn¨mbn. AXpw XoÀ¶t¸mÄ R§Ä Ipd¨p
kabw anmsX \S¶p. \StbmSSp¯t¸mÄ Rm³ ]dªp.
" F¶mepw hnÃq... F\ním B{Klw _m¡n \n¡pIm tIt«m... HmÀ½ thWw....."
" F´m{Klw.....?.."
" ]pÃp sN¯m³...."
" tM...]pÃp sN¯mt\m...AX§p t]mbn sN¯Ww..."
" F¶m ]ns¶ F¶m¶p ]d... Rm³ sdUnbmbn«p hcmw.. Cu Bgv¨ Rm³ ItS
t]mWnÃ...."
" Hm.. B ]pÃpsN v̄... ]nt¶, C\n AsXms¡ ssIhisamÅ ssaXm\¯q¶§p
sN¯nbm aXn.. Ct§m«p th... CXn\mfp thsd hcpw... "
" Hm... Rm³ ImWm¯ tasSm¶phÃtÃm... A{X shesh¡pshm¶pw th..."
" tZ.... CX¼e \Sbm... thmXo\w ]dªm... Indnín«p Rm³ \ÃIp¯psh¨p Xcpw
...Mm...IeymWw Ignªq¶p IcpXn shey BfmI...."
AhÄ Fsâ Ihnfs¯m¶p Ip¯n. t\m¡pt¼mÄ ap¼nÂ NpÁnhew sh¨p hcp¶
GS¯n. Rm\§p hÃmXmbn. Hcp \nanjw GS¯n R§sf cp t]scbpw t\m¡n.
]ns¶ apt¼m«p \S¶p.
" tZ...KoX... " hnemkn\n HmSns¨¶v KoXbpsS I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p.
" CsX¸w h¶q... C¶es¯ tafw Ignªv £oWns¨md§pIm¶v.. hmkq«³ ]dªp...."
AhÄ GS¯nbpsS I¿nsem¶p \pÅn.
" Mm... Rm³ t]mIphm... Zo]mcm[\ Ignªp..... " Ft¶ H¶p t\m¡pI t]mepw
sN¿msX GS¯n ]pdt¯íp \S¶p.
" Mm.. GXmbmepw h¶XtÃ... H¶p sXmgptXímw.... hm... KotX.. \nÃv R§fn¸w hcmw...
Hcpan¨p t]mImw... "
]dªpsImv AhÄ Fsâ Ibv]nSn¨p hen¨p. AhÄ Ft¶ henípt¼mÄ Rm³
Xncnªv GS¯ntb H¶p t\m¡n. A¼eapÁ¯nsâ \Sbnd§p¶ GS¯nbpw Xncnªp
t\m¡n. hnemkn\n Ft¶ hen¨p sImp t]mIp¶p.
A¼e¯nÂ \n¶pw h¶p Ignªv F\nív GS¯nbpsS apJ¯p t\m¡m³ Hcp N½Â.
Rm³ Fsâ apdnbnÂ t]mbn InS¶p ]gb at\mca BgvN¸Xn¨p adn¨p
t\m¡ns¡mncp¶p. Ipd¨p Ignªt¸mÄ Ipªps]§Ä Ft¶ Im¸n IpSním³
hnfn¨p.
Rm\Sp¡fbnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ AhnsS BcpanÃ. Im¸n FSp¯p sh¨n«panÃ.
" FSo... Im¸n FhnsS..?.."
" tZ ...KoXbt§m«p hcps¶mv FSp¯p Xcpw..."
" Hm..\o ... AhnsS F¶m... ae adníphm...."
" Rm\o sIm¨nsâ Xo«w H¶p IgpIs«... KotX...KotX..."
AhÄ AhnsS \n¶psImp \m¯qs\ hnfn¨p. A½sbbpw InÃ. Rm³ Hcp
¥msÊSp¯p IgpIn. At¸mtgípw GS¯n tIdn h¶p. H¶pw anmsX CÍen¸m{Xw
Xpd¶p. CÍenbpw km¼mdpw IqSn FSp¯v sUkvInÂ sh¨p. ]ns¶ ¥mÊnÂ Im¸n
]IÀ¶p IqsS sh¨p.
kmcn¯p¼nÂ IbvXpS¨p. hmXnenÂ Nmcn F\níp ]pdw Xncnªp \n¶p. Ct¸mÄ
F\ním L\\nXw_§Ä am{Xw ImWm³ Ignbp¶pÅp. amk§Ä¡p ap¼v Cu
s_©nÂ InS¶v Rm³ Xmtemen¨ B kzÀ®Ipw`§Ä. BtemNn¨t¸mÄ a\Ênsâ
tImWnÂ \ns¶hnsStbm kpJ¯nsâ Hcp \m¼p s]m«n. AXp DÅdIfnÂ IqSn
Cgªp ]pfªv Fsâ NpnÂ F¯n. AsXmcp ]p©ncnbmbn amdn. B \nXw_§fnÂ
t\m¡n Abhnd¡ns¡mv Rm³ Aekambn CÍen \pWªp. CSív Xncnªv
t\m¡nb GS¯n ]p©ncn¨psImv Xsâ Ipn t\m¡n ckníp¶ Fs¶ Ip.
Rms\m¶p N½n. AhÀ¡pw Hcp CuÀjytbm \mWtam, Ft´m B apJ v̄ an¶n
adªp. sUkvInsâ ASp¯p h¶p. Ft¶ t\m¡msX tNmZn¨p.
" km¼mdv...?..." XhnbnÂ tImcnsímp tNmZn¨p.
" Mqlpw... th..." Rm³ hne¡n.
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Rm\pw apJ¯p t\m¡msX s]s«¶v Im¸nIpSn aXnbm¡n. Fgpt¶Áp. sIm¨nt\bpw
Xq¡ns¡mv ASp¡fbnÂ h¶ s]§Ä IXv km¼mÀ ]m{X¯nÂ Xhnbn«v
bm{´nIambnf¡p¶ GS¯ntbbmbncp¶p.
" Ahs\t´y... C{X s]«¶v XoÁ Igntªm...?.."
" Mqw... Fgpt¶Áp t]mbn...."
" C¨nsc sNmWbmbn«v \n¶v shf¼ns¡mSp¡m³ taemcpt¶m...." s]§fpsS tNmZyw.
" tNmZn¨¸w thm¶p ]dªp....." GS¯n ]dbp¶p.
" C§s\ samtJmw hoÀ¸n¨p \n¶m ]n¶mcm Igníym.... AÃ \n§¡p cn\pw F´m
]Ántb... IeymWw Ignª¸w.... FS´ncnhmtbm... ?... Mqw hgnsbmv.. Cu
sIm¨nt\sbm¶p ]nSnt¨... Rm³ HcpSps¸Sp¡s«..."
AhfIt¯íp t]mbn. Rm³ Fsâ apdnbnteípw.
D¨ív DuWp Imeambt¸mÄ A½ hnfn¨p. ASp¡fbnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ GS¯n am{Xw.
Ft¶¡v Ahscm¶p ]cp§n. s¹bnsÁSp v̄ sUkvInÂ sh¨p.
" Rm³ tNmZn¨p... At½w tN¨ow F´ntb..."
H¶pw anmsX AhÀ hmXnÂ¡Â sN¶p. F¶n«p hnfn¨p.
" At½... tZ... ChnsS At½ At\zjníp¶p...."
" Bcv...?..."
" tZ...ChnsS..."
" A½ HmSn h¶v ASp¡fbnteíp t\m¡pt¼mÄ Rm³.
" Mm Fh\mcpt¶m... \ob§p shf¼ns¡mSv.....R§fm ]pfnsbm¶p s\c¯s«... h¶
shbnen¸w t]mIpw..."
At¸mÄ tIÄ¡mw shfnbnÂ hnemkn\nbpsS iÐw. ]ip¡p«ntbt¸mse NmSn¯pÅn
tIdnhcp¶p.
" BMv lm... \Ã kab¯mWtÃm Rm³ ht¶... shf¼ns¡mSv.. \Ã DinscmmIs«..."
]ns¶ AhÄ GS¯nbpsS ASp¯p sN¶v sNhnbnÂ Ft´m a{´n¨p. s]s«¶v Hcp
\mWw AhcpsS apJ¯p hs¶¦nepw AX{]Xy£ambn, ]ns¶bpw B DZmko\X
Xt¶.
" hntÃ¨nsb´m Cu \«p¨ív... shbnep IqSpXep sImm... DÅ h«p IqSpw..." Rms\mcp
Xami s]m«n¨p.
" h«p hmkq«\m.. Rm³ ]dªntÃ C\nsbs¶ t]cp hnfn¨m aXo¶v... Mm.. Rm³ cp
sXmfknsbe \pÅm³ h¶Xm... tN¨níp `b¦c PetZmjw... sXf¸n¨v BhnsImm
amdpw..."
" AhSt¯ sXmfknsbms¡ F´ntb..."
" AtXÂ Fe sImdhm..."
" hnemkn\o.. ChnsS C¯ncn tNmdp shf¼ns¡mSp¡mthm... Rm\o..."
" ]nt¶... Bcmsâ sI«ntbm\v shf¼ms\t¶ In«ptIe... "
" Bcms\m¶paÃtÃm... ]ns¶..... ChnsS Ctãmamcnípw..."
Ft¶ HfnI®n«v Hcp ]cn`h¯nsâ a«nÂ t\m¡nbmWhÀ AXp ]dªXv.
" F\níp t\canÃ... IqsSbncp¶v hmcns¡mSv... sIm¨pIpªn\v... Rm³ t]mIphm..."
AhÄ NmSnbnd§n t]mbn.
Rm³ ]m{X¯nÂ hncÂsImv hc¨psImncp¶p. AXpw IpsImmW½ tIdn
h¶Xv.
" \osbXmSo.. kz]v\w ImWpImtWm... shf¼ns¡msSSo.. Ah³ t\m¡nbncníp¶
IntÃ..."
" A½ C¨nsc tNmdn§nt«... AXÃ \n§¡mÀ¡pw ]Á¯nsÃ¦n.. Rm³ tlm«enÂ
s]mtímfmw..." Rm³ NmSnsbgpt¶Áp.
" CcnsbSm AhsS..."
A½ tZjy¯nÂ ]dªpsImv Xhn GS¯nbpsS I¿nÂ \n¶pw ]nSn¨p hm§n. ]ns¶
F\níp hnf¼n. GS¯n ]pdIphit¯ Xn®bnteínd§n. Rm³ Igním³
XpS§nbt¸mÄ A½bpw At§m«p Cd§n. AS¡nb kzc¯nÂ A½ Ft´m
GS¯ntbmSp ]dbp¶Xp tI«p. cp \nanj§Ä Ignªt¸mÄ hn§ns¸m«n
kmcn¯p¼pw ISn¨psImv GS¯n ASp¡fbnÂ IqSn apdníIt¯íp ]mªp
t]mIp¶Xp Ip. s]§Ä tIdn h¶t¸mÄ Ft¶mSp tNmZn¨p.
" KoX F´ntbSm..."
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" B... apdotem«p t]mWXp Ip... A½ Ft´m hg¡p]dsª¶p tXm¶Wq..."
" Ft´m hg¡m ]dtª...."
" B.. Rmt¦«nÃ..." At¸mÄ A½ At§m«p tIdn h¶p.
" A½ F´n\m ...KotX hg¡p ]dtª....."
" hgs¡m¶pw ]dªnÃ... C¨ncqsSms¡ Ipw tI«pw Cht\mSp s]cpamdtWm¶p
]dªp.... H¶qtÃepw `mcybmbXtÃ.... C\nsbms¡ amdm³ ]Tn¡Ww..."
" sÈ.. AXp thmcp¶t½... AXnsâ a\Êpw H¶p XWp¡t... FÃm¯n\pw Hcp
Imtemw t\scmsams¡ hcpsat¶..." s]§Ä ]dªp.
" Mm..... ]dªp t]mbntÃ.... kmcanÃ... ]nt¶ Cu Ccn¡pt¶m\pw tamiÃ...
sI«ntbmftÃ..... C¨nsc sXmd¶p hÀ¯m\w ]dªmse´m... t\ct¯ GS¯o¶pw
]dªv XpWn¯pt¼ Xq§n \S¶Xm... C¸w sI«pIgnª¸w Ah\pw Kabmbn... Cu
s]mÃm¸n\p t]mImcp¶p. AXnt\ AXnsâ ho«ntem«p hn«m aXnbmcp¶p...."
A½ H¶p s\SphoÀ¸n«p.
" GS¯ntb sI«ns¡mp h¶¸w Cu A½ Xs¶bm ]dtª... GS¯n
A½tbt¸msebm... _lpam\w thtWms¶ms¡... F¶n«n¸w..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" sÈSm... AX¶v... C¶n¸w Ahfp \nsâ `mcybm... Ah³ sIs«mgnªp X¶Xpam...
\osbmt¡ BWtÃ... a\Êns\mds¸ms¶tÃ hnNmcnt¨... s]®p§tf IbvImcyw
sN¿m³ Ignhp thWw... Mm,... Rms\m¶pw ]td¶nÃ... ]dªm IqSnt¸mIpw... "
" kmcansÃt¶.. FÃmw icnbmIpw... Rm³ KotX H¶p ImWs«...."
s]§Ä AIt¯íp \S¶p.
" CXp htÃmw B ]mhw Adnbps¶mtm... CXp§fp cpw ChnsS kt´mjmbn«p
IgnbpIm¶p IcpXn Ah³ kam[m\nípt¶....ChnSmtWÂ... Mvlm.. FÃmw hn[n...
s\\¡p htÃmw thtWmSm... C¯ncn tXmc\pw IqsS CSt«... apcn§ím \ÃXm.... \nsâ
sIt«ymfp sh¨Xm..."
" aXn...." Rm³ s]s«s¶gpt¶Áp IbvIgpIn.
Fsâ apdnbnteíp t]mIp¶ hgn B hmXnÂ¡Â H¶p \n¶p. AI¯p \n¶pw
GS¯nbpsS Ic¨nepw ]d¨nepw.
" CsÃsâ Iate... Ft¶ H«pw CãÃ C¸w... sI«p Igntª¸ns¶... Fsâ t\tc t\m¡n
....Hcp hm¡p ano«nÃ. C¶p cmhnte A¼e¯n t]mIm³ Rm³ Im¯p \n¶n«v.... B
hnemkn\osS IqsS IfnXamtiw ]dªv.... " GS¯n hopw Ic¨nÂ.
" AsXms¡ tXm¶em Fsâ KotX.... C§s\mcp kvYnXnbmbsImv cp t]À¡pw
Hcp N½ep ImWpw.. AsXms¡ amdqt¶.. KoX... H¶p sXmd¶p annbm aXn..."
" F§s\ hnfn¡tWm¶p t]mepw F\níp X¸em.... t\ct¯ FSm t]mSm¶p hnfn¨v
sNhníp Ingp¡n \S¶n«n¸w... s]s«¶v..."
" KoXív.. Aht\ a\Ênentãmtm... F¦n¸ns¶... Hcp {]ivt\mey... kt´mjmbn«§p
s]cpamdpI... F¶mbmepw amdXtÃ \n§fv..."
" F\nínãs¡mdshm¶qey... F\nídnbmhp¶ BfpatÃ.....]ns¶ hn[nbmbns«\níp
In«nbXpw... F¦nepw Rms\mcp s]®tÃ... ]t£ aq¸À¡XÃ.... G«t\
t\mhnímncním³....Ft¶ Xmen sI«nsbt¶ HÅqs¶\níp a\Ênembn...
Ft¶¡mfpw FtfXtÃ... t]mcmªv... Rm³ cmw sI«pImcow..." G§eSn XpScp¶p.
" tlm.. Hcp Imcy¯n kam[m\mbn... KoXínãmWtÃm... _m¡n Ahsâ Imcyw
R§tfÁp...."
" th.. Iate... \nÀ_Ôn¨v... Btcw H¶pw sN¿n¡m... G¨psI«nbm samg¨ncntIy
HÅp.... thsW¦n... Rms\sâ ho«ns¸mtímfmw... Btcw thZ\n¸n¡mv... "
" aps¼ms¡ \n§sf§\mcp¶p.... Ah\p KotX Cãmcpt¶m.... Hcntí.. R§sS ho«n
h¶t¸m Ah³ ]dªXm... tN«sâ tbmKm..... Ie¡³ Hcp Nc¡ns\bm In«ocn¡ntW
Fs¶ms¡... B Ah\nt¸m... Gbv....F\níp tXm¶WXv... Ah\pw Hc¦em¸msW¶m..
KoXíntey... AXp t]mse Xt¶y... "
" sicnbmcnípw.. F¶mepw sZhkw F{X Ignªp. Ft¶msSm¶p ano«v... Rm\mtW
FÃmw ad¡m³ t\m¡pIm... G«³ Ft¶mSp ]dªncníp¶Xv aq¸tc F«t\t¸mse
Xt¶ IcpXtWm¶m... F\nív A\pkcnímt\ Adnbq... "
" At¿m....tN«\p thn A\pkcnsíym¶pw th.... \n§fp \n§sS PohnXw
]mgm¡mncníy....F¶mepw KoX \Ãhfm.. F{X s]s«¶v... s]mcp¯s¸«p... Aht\m..."
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" Rm³ s]mcp¯s¸«sXmcp Imcyw sImp am{Xm... Rm³ G«t\msSmcp tNmZyw
tNmZn¨p... AkpJsams¡ t`Zmbn h¶m... Rm³ A\nbsâ... sIm¨nt\w
hbÁnent«mp \níp¼w F´p tXm¶q¶v.. A¸w ]tdIm... B sIm¨nt\ Fsâ
sIm¨mbn«p IcpXpw... ]s£ \nt¶ Fsâ A\nb¯nbmbnt« t\m¡q¶v..
F\n¡dnbmw... ]dªm ]dª t]mse sN¿p¶ Bfm G«³... AtXmm.. Rm\o
Xocpam\w FSpt¯... ]ns¶ Fsâ AO\pw A½ípw IqSpXÂ shjaw Rm\mbn«v....."
" tN«t\ F\nípw Adnbmw... AsXmcp km[\w X¶ym... t]ms«.... C\n KoX
hmkq«t\mSp tIdn ap«Ww.... ]v Aht\mSv F§s\ In¶cnt¨m.. A§s\ Xt¶
thWw... Ah³ ]pXp aWhmf\teym... AXpw HmÀ¡ms¸md v̄ Hcp `mtcy In«nb¸w ...
Ah\p hngp§m\n¯ncn N½ep ImWpw..."
" F¶mepw Fsâ Iate... \½fp s]®p§sf§\ym... tIdn At§m«v..."
" Hm.. AsXms¡... Rm³ ]dªp XctWm... Bhiy¡mc\p thtW HuNnXyw ad¡m¶m
]tdt¶... "
" Rm³ t\m¡mw. ]ÁotÃ... Rm\o _Ôw Hgnªn«v... hÃ inhKncoepw t]mIpw..."
" Hm... At{X¯nsâ Bhiyw H¶pw C¸gnÃ...... \a¡v htÃmw Ignímw... hm... Ic¨nÂ
\nÀ¯n samJw IgpIv.... CsXm¶pw H¶qÃ... IeymWw ths¶p ]dª Fsâ Imcyw
IntÃ..."
I«nÂ Debp¶ iÐw tI«t¸mÄ Rm³ \S¶v Fâ apdnbnÂ tIdn.
Rm\msI Nn´m¡pg¸¯nembn. Rm\pt±in¨ amXncnbÃ AhcpsS a\Êv, AhÀ Ft¶
DÄs¡mÅm³ Xbmdmbn \nÂ¡p¶p. F¶mesXm«p t\tc ]dbmt\m {]hÀ¯n¡mt\m
h¿. F\nípw AXp Xt¶. R§Ä¡nSbnÂ Hcp t\cnb, _eapÅ ad \nÂ¡p¶p,
BcXv BZyw XIÀ¡pw. AXmWnhnSpt¯ {]iv\w. bmsXmcp XSÊhpanÃmsX AhÀ
F\níp Xmw_qesamcp¡m³ Im¯p \nÂ¡p¶p. AXp kzoIcním³ Fsâ a\Ên\p
k½Xhpw. F¦nepw, Cu bmYmÀ°yw a\Êntem«p tIdp¶nÃ. At¸msfsâ a\Êm£n
tNmZn¨p.
" Cu ho«nÂ AhÀ ImseSp¯p Ip¯nbt¸mÄ apXÂ \o Ahtf tamln¨p. AhfpsS
FÃm clky§fnepw \o I¿n«p. kuIcyw In«nbt¸mÄ Ahtf \o t`mKn¨p kpJn¨p.
F¶n«nt¸mÄ I¿nÂ In«nbt¸mÄ \n\¡v _p²nap«v... NXnb\m \o.. NXnb³.."
" Fsâ a\tÊ.. Ansbmd¨ HcmWn\v GXp \Ã \Ã s]®nt\¡mepw Hcp tamlw
DmIpw.. AXp Ignbp¼w..."
" \nÃv \nÃv.. A§\§p ]dsªmgnbmsX... C¯ncn IqSn \o DÅntem«p hm.. Chsfsâ
`mcybmbncps¶¦nÂ F¶p tamln¨v \o AhfpsS kuµcyhpw.. icoc hSnhpw.. ]ns¶
B aµlmkhpw Hs¡ kq£ním³ Ft¶ GÂ¸n¨ntÃ... Bcpw AdnbcpsX¶v ]dªv...
F¶n«v AXp km[n¨p Ignªt¸mÄ Np½m As§mgnbmsat¶m... hnS¯nÃ \nt¶
Rm³..."
" As¿m.. AsXms¡ t\cp Xt¶... k½Xn¨p.. hnSv...Ft¶... hnSv... F¶n«p \o \nsâ
]m«n\p t]m..t]m....t]mIm³...."
" F´mSm ... \o ]n¨pw t]bpw ]dbpt¶m... apdotem«p hcpt¶\p apt¼...
t]mIm¼dbpIm..... F´p ]Án s\\¡v.. s]mbn samJw IgpIv..."
At¸mÄ At§m«p IS¶p h¶ s]§Ä tNmZn¨p. Rm³ A¿Sm F¶mbn.
" s]§tf... F\níp tN«t\ H¶p ImWWw... Cs¸m Xt¶ t]mIpIm..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" CsX´p Iq¯m... s]s«¶v..." s]§Ä AÔmfn¨p.
" Mm ...Iq¯p Xt¶..." Rm³ appw jÀ«pw thKw amdn.
" At½.. Ct§m«p ht¶... tZ.. Cu hmkq«³..."
A½bpw GS¯nbpw hmXnÂ¡se¯n.
" F´mSo...F´p ]Áo...?.."
" tZ, hmkq«³ tN«t\¡mWm³ t]mIphm¶v ...C¸¯t¶..."
" t\cmtWmSm...?..." hnizmkw hcm¯ t]mse A½ tNmZn¨p.
" Mm... t]mIphm..."
" FSm...C¸w t]mbm... F¸gm Xncn¨p hcpI... cmhnte t]mImw..."
" A½ B sImtSw tSmÀ¨pw Cs§Spt¯... F{X sshInbmepw Rm³ C¶p Xt¶
Xncn¨p hcpw..."
" F¶m KotXw IqsS..."
A½ tNmZn¨p.
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" Bcpw th... "
]ns¶ Bcpw H¶pw annbnÃ. Rm³ Hcp§n apÁt¯¡nd§nbt¸mÄ GS¯n IpSbpw
tN«³ tSmÀ¨pw aÁp NnÃd km[\§Ä kq£níp¶ _mKpw A½bpsS I¿nÂ
sImSp¯n«p ]dªp.
" kq£n¨pw t\m¡ow t]mW¶p ]d At½..."
" tIt«mSm... Ahfp ]dªXv..."
" Mm...tI«p..."
Rm³ _mKpw IpSbpw hm§n Cd§n \S¶p. Ct¸mÄ t]mbmÂ Ccp«p¶Xn\p ap¼v
Bip]{Xnbnse¯mw... Xncn¨pÅ bm{X At¸mgt¯ kuIcyw t]mse.
Bip]{XnbnÂ sN¶t¸mÄ t\cw sshIn. tN«\p NnInÂk XpS§m\pÅ kabambn.
]ns¶ Xncp½Â Ignbp¶Xp htc Im¯ncntín h¶p. Ipg¼ntâbpw F®bptSbpw
aWapÅ B apdnbnÂ thtd cp t]À IqSnbpv.
" A\nb\m..." tN«³ AhÀs¡t¶ ]cnNbs¸Sp¯n.
" \nt¶ Rm³ {]Xo£n¨ncp¶p...."
" AsX´m..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" A§s\sbmcp IpSp¡nÂ \nt¶ hn«n«tÃ... Rmt\mSnt¸m¶Xv..."
Rm³ annbnÃ. tN«³ Ft¶¡mfpw Nn´miànbps¶p a\Ênembn. ]t£ AXv
GS¯nbpsS Imcy¯nembncps¶¦nÂ Ncn{Xw C§s\ BI¯nÃmbncp¶p.
" ]d.. F´m \nsâ {]iv\w...?.. s\\¡v BsI Hcp ]cthiw t]mse..."
" AXv...tN«m.. F\nív..."
" ]dtªmSm... Rm\n¸w tN«\Ã... \nsâ Iq«pImc³ ... KtWis\¶p hnNmcn¨p
]dtªm..."
" Rm³ ... GS¯ntb t\m¡p¼w ... tN«t\ HmÀ¡pw... ]ns¶ F\nív..."
" a\Ênembn... BZyta Xt¶ Hcp Imcyw XoÀ¯p ]dbmw.....Ft¶mSp \o Hcp
ImcptWymw ImWn¡...ImWn¨m FÃmw ]mfpw.. "
" Rm³ H¶p tNmZn¨m.. Fsâ tN«³ kXyw ]dbpthm...?.."
" \o tNmZnsíSm... a\Êp sXmd¶p tNmZnív..."
" C¸w... tN«³... FÃmw kpJambn«p Xncn¨v h¶q¶v hnNmcnív.. Hcp... A©mdp amkw
Igo¼w... At¶cw.. Rm³ GS¯ntb... tN«³ Ft¶ GÂ¸n¨ amXncn Xncn¨p X¶m...."
" l..l..l... " tN«³ Nncn¨p. " A¸w `mhow... Rm\pam... s\sâ C¸gt¯ {]iv\w...
F¶m \o tIt«m.... Ahtf \nsâ I¿ntem«v Xcp¼w... Rm³ FÃm AhImtimw...
B{Ktlmw shs¨mgnªXm... AXns\m¯ncn ImcW§sfmv... \obm
shÅans§Spt¯...."
Rm³ shÅsaSp¯v NpnÂ ]nSn¸n¨v sImSp¯p.
" Mm... H¶v... Fsâ \S]Sn tZmjw... AtXmv ... Hcp `mcybmbn«v F\níhtf
kwc£ním³ IgnªnÃ...]ns¶... AhtfmSp Rm³ s]cpamdnbXv... hfsc hfsc...
tamimbn«cp¶p... Ct{Xw Imew AXv kln¨ \n¶ B s]®nt\ k½XníWw...\nt¶mSv
AsX´msW¶v ]dbm³ C¯ncn _p²nap«p\nív..."
" AXp ]db..... F¶p IcpXn Ft¶¯t¶ ]nSnt¨Â¸n¡Ww Fs¶mmcpt¶m...?.."
Rm³ {][m\ tNmZyw tNmZn¨p. Imcy§sfms¡ F\nídnbmatÃm.
" H¶p cp kw`h§fp sImv Hcp Imcyw F\níp a\Ênembn... Ah¡p \nt¶
CãmsW¶v... Hcnsí Rm³ \ns¶ XÃnb¸w... Ahfp amt{X XSÊw ]nSns¨mÅp...
s\t¶msSmÅ Hcp... Hcp... hmÂkeyw F¶p sht¨m... ]ns¶... Hchkc¯nÂ... AXpw...
Hcp hÃm¯ t\c¯v... Ahfp ]dªXv \nsâ t]cm... A¸w.. C§s\ Hcp
{]iv\sammb¸w... BZyw Fsâ a\Ên tXm¶nbXv \nsâ t]cm.... "
" kz´w A\nbsâ... AXpw Ahtc¡mfpw Ff¸w HÅ Ft¶....?.."
" AXns\´p ]Án...?... Ht¶m ctm hbsÊmscf¸am...?.. B ]mhw H¶p
Pohnt¨ms«Sm... C\n Rm³ Cu sIS¸o¶v s]m§nbmepw Hcp `À¯mhp t]mbn«v... Hcp
km[mcW a\pjy\mbn«p t]mepw Pohním³ ]Á¯nsÃ¶v ...sshZycv Xncpta\n BZyta
]dªpIgnªp... ]ns¶ CsXmcp ]co£Ww... A{Xt¶....C\n F\nsím¶n\pw
BibnÃ... C\n Fsâ kt´mjw \n§sSsbms¡ kt´mjw ImWp¶Xm... "
" F¶mepw tN«m..."
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" a\Êp sXmd¶p ]tdIm Rm³... \o t]m... kt´mjmbn«v... B s]s¦m¨nt\w H¶p
kt´mjn¸nív... Ahfp \½sS ho«nsemt... sh¨Snsh¨v \a¡v tIÁamcnípw ...
A{Xív \Ã PmXIm AhsS..."
" F¶n«mtWm tN«\n§ns\ sIS¡tW...?."
" AsXsâ \S]Sn tZmj¯nsâ in£... AÃmsX Ahtf ]dªns«´m... Ahtf
sI«ntb¸ns¶ It¨mSsams¡ \Ã Djmdn h¶Xm... F´n\m A[nIw ]sdt¶... \o
Xs¶ GXmv IgnªZnhkw sXmS§otÃ... AhsS Igpt¯ \o Xmen sh¨¸w Xt¶...
Itm.. AXnsâ ^ew....]mhm ...Ahfv....."
" k½Xn¨p... ]t£... Cu ]mthmw hÃ sXÁpw sNbvXns«ms¦ntem...?..."
" F¶p Rm³ Hcp Ime¯pw hnizkníptIe... AYhm sNbvXns«m¦n... AXp
\nhr¯ntISp sImmcnípw.... AXn\htf IpÁw ]db... AsX´mbmepw..."
Rm³ Ipd¨p kabw IqSn AhnsS tN«sâ Ibv¯ew ]nSn¨psImv AcnInencp¶p.
" Fsâ tam³ s]mtím...AtÃÂ C¶nhnsS sIS¡mw... Ccp«nbntÃ...."
" th... Rm³ C¶pXt¶ sNÃq¶p ]dªm t]mt¶..."
" F¶m ...s]mtím... C\n \otbm... \n§fp cp t]cpthm ChnsS hcp¶Xv.. Hcp \Ã
hmÀt¯w sImmcníWw... a\Ênemtbm..."
" F¶m Rmw t]mbn«p hcmw... "
" Rm\n¯ncn kam[m\mbn«ns¶ms¶md§pw..." tN«³ apJw Xncn¨p InS¶p.
Xncn¨pÅ bm{XbnÂ Fsâ a\ÊnÂ Htc Hcp Nn´bmbncp¶p. F§s\ R§fpsS
CSbnepÅ ad s]mfnípw ? GS¯nbmbncp¶ Ime¯v NmSn ]nSn¨mepw
{]iv\aÃmbncp¶p. ]t£ C¶v Ahsfsâ `mcy, AXnsâ A´Êp Rm³ AhÄ¡p
sImSp¡t. GXmbmepw tN«\pamsbm¶p Xpd¶p kwkmcn¨t¸mÄ a\Êns\mcp
emLhw. _Ênencp¶v AdnbmsX Rm³ ]mSnt¸mbn.
" Fsâ kz]v\¯n³ Xmacs¸mbvIbnÂ h¶nd§nb cq]hXo... "
h¶nd§nbXÃ, h¶p NmSn hoWXmWtÃm. Cu IhnX H¶p amÁnsbgpXWw.

ho«nse¯pt¼mÄ ]mXncm Ignªncp¶p. Rm³ IXInÂ ap«n. Ft¶ Im¯p
hmXnÂ¡Â \n¶t]mse GS¯n, AÃ KoX hmXnÂ Xpd¶p. Rm³ H¶pw anmsX
AI¯p tIdn. Fsâ apdnbnÂ sN¶p jÀ«qcpt¼mÄ hmXnÂ¸mfníp ad¶p \n¶v KoX
tNmZn¨p.
" IpfnítWÂ...shÅw tImcn sh¨ns«mv... NqSm¡tW¦n..."
" th... XWp¸p kmcey..."
" F¦n.. Ipfn¨p hcp¼tgípw tNmsdSp¯p shímw..."
" Mqw.."
Rm³ Ipfn¨p hcpt¼mÄ FÃmw hnf¼n sh¨ncp¶p. H¶pw anmsX Rm³
Ign¨psImncp¶p. Fs´¦nepw H¶p kwkmcním³ Fsâ a\Êp sImXn¨p. ]t£
DÅnÂ Hcp aSn. `n¯nbnÂ Nmcn Rm³ Igníp¶Xpw t\m¡n AtX coXnbnÂ KoXbpw
\n¶p. Ahkm\w `mKy¯n\p KoX tNmZn¨p.
" G«s\§t\v....."
" A§s\ Xt¶... NnInÂk sXmS§nbtÃ HÅq..."
" Bscsb¦nepw sXc¡ntbm..." F\níp a\Ênembn KoXtb At\zjnt¨m F¶msW¶v.
" sXc¡n... kpJmbn«pw kt´mjmbn«pw BtWm¶v...."
" F¶n«v .....\½sf´p ]dªp...?..."
]m{X¯nÂ XoÀ¶ tXmc³ hnf¼nbn«psImv KoX tNmZn¨p. F¶ns«sâ apJt¯ív
kmIqXw t\m¡n. F\níp¯cw ap«n. Ipd¨p t\ct¯íp Rm³ annbnÃ. Fgpt¶Áp
IbvIgpIn. XpSím³ tXmÀ¯p Xcpt¼mÄ tNmZn¨p.
" ]dªp ImWpw... ChnS¶p ]dªp hnSm³ t]mhpImsW¶v... "
AhÄ ]Xntb a{´n¨p. Ip\nª B apJt¯íp Rms\m¶p t\m¡n.
" Rm\§s\ ]dªnÃ... ]nt¶... A§s\ ]dbW¶p tXm¶oanÃ...."
tXmÀ¯p Xncn¨p sImSp¯n«v Rm³ ]pd v̄ Xn®bnteínd§n. AI v̄ iÐsam¶pw
tI«nÃ. C\n Ip¯nbncp¶p IcbpIbmtWm. Rm³ sasÃ Xncn¨p tIdn hmXnÂ¡Â
sN¶p t\m¡n. Fsâ a\ÊnÂ B Imgv¨ BªnSn¨p. Rm³ Ign¨ ]m{X¯nÂ tNmdpw
Idnbpw tImcnbn«v hmcn IgnípIbmWhÄ. kXy¯nÂ F\níp k¦Sw tXm¶n. Btcm
]dªp sImSp¯ ]Xn{hXmk¦å§fnÂ IpSp§n¡nS¶v AX\pãn¨v
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kwXr]vXnbSbp¶ Hcp \mS³ s]¬Ip«n. `À¯mhnsâ F¨nenÂ Iq«nbn«v Igníp¶
`mcy. F\níp klXm]w tXm¶n. hodpw hminbpambn Ft¶mSv Ft¸mgpw
t]mcn\nd§nbncp¶ ]t¯ GS¯nbmtWm CXv F¶p t]mepw Rm³ kwibn¨p.
At¸mÄ .. At¸mÄ... ChÀ BscbmWp `À¯mhmbn IcpXnbncp¶Xv ? F\nínt¸mÄ
kwibw. AsÃ¦nÂ C{X A\mbmkw F§s\ amdm³ Cu s]®n\p Ignªp ?
Ft¸mgpw B I®pIfnÂ Hfn¨ncp¶ B {]tXyI aµkvanXw, Fs¶ Ipg¡nbncp¶ B
]p©ncnbpsS AÀ°w, CXmbncpt¶m. At¸mÄ AhÀ tN«sâ `mcybmbncps¶¦nepw
bYmÀ°¯nÂ Bscbmbncp¶p Bß\mY\mbn k¦ån¨ncp¶Xv.
KtWi³ ]dªp tI«n«pv. apÖ·§fnÂ CWIfmbn Ignªncp¶hÀ¡mWv
]p\ÀP·§fnÂ bYmÀ° t{]aw DmIpI F¶v. At¸mÄ, KoX A¶v Fsâ
CWbmbncpt¶m ? Cu P·¯nÂ Fsâ CWbmIm³ tN«³ Hcp \nan¯w
am{Xambncpt¶m ? D¯cw In«msX Rm³ Ipg§n.
B, ]pÃv. ]mhw `£Ww Ignís«. Ft¶bpw Im¯v Cu ]mXncm shfpt¸mfw
Im¯ncp¶XtÃ. Nn´ním³ C\nbpw kabaptÃm. Rm³ hopw Xn®bnÂ
h¶ncp¶p.
NohoSpIfpsS iÐw. ]mXncmhnsâ au\KoXw. Zqsc ]mS¯p \n¶pw XhfIfpsS t{]a
kwKoXw. AXn\p Xmfw ]Icm\mbn InWÁnÂ \n¶pw GtXm XhfbptS t{Im t{Im
F¶ Ic¨nÂ. CSínsS hoip¶ XWp¯ ImÁv ac¨nÃItf Deíp¶p. NmÁag GXp
kabhpw {]Xo£nímw. Nn´n¨ncním³ kpJapÅ \Ã A´co£w. a\Ênt\ Cu
coXnÂ B¡n¯¶ AOt\mSv \µn tXm¶n. C\n HcmgvNt¯ív `mcn¨ Imcy§sfm¶pw
At\zjnt¡tÃm. apdnbnÂ \n¶pw {]Xn^eníp¶ shfn¨¯nÂ apÁ¯nsâ AcnInÂ
t]mbn \n¶v H¶p \o«n¸nSn¨v aq{Xsamgn¨p. ]ns¶ Xncn¨p h¶v Xn®bnteíp
Ibdpt¼mÄ Hcp a{´Ww t]mse tIÄ¡mw.
" sIS¡Wntey...?.."
]Xp§nb iÐw tI«v Rm³ t\m¡n. hmXnÂ]SnbnÂ Nmcn \nÂ¡p¶ KoX. Rm³
at\mcmPy¯nÂ \n¶pw PohnX¯nteíp Xncn¨p h¶p.
" Rm\pw hcps¶So Fsâ s]t®" F¶p a\ÊnÂ tXm¶n. ]t£ ]gb ssh¢_yw
Ft¶ hopw ]nSnIqSn. hm¡pIÄ shfnbnÂ h¶nÃ.
" Hd§ntím... Rm³ sISt¶mfmw..." shfn¨¯nsâ adhnÂ hmXnÂ¡Â \n¶ Ccp
\ngent\mSv Rm³ ]dªp.
" Zqcbm{X Ignªp h¶XtÃ... £oWw... ImWntey..."
" kmcey... \msf ItS t]mItÃm... Hd¡fí.. t]mbn sISt¶mfq..."
Fsâ ap¶nÂ I \ngÂ A{]Xy£ambn. Iptd t\cw IqSn Rm\hnsS Ccp¶p. XWp¸v
GÂ¡p¶p F¶mbt¸mÄ Rm³ AI¯p tIdn IXIS¨p. KoXbpsS apdnbpsS
IXInsâ cp ]mfnIfpw Xpd¶p InS¡p¶p. shdptX Rms\m¶p t\m¡n. Hcp ImÂ
aS¡n `n¯nbnÂ Nmcn, Hcp Ibv hbdnÂ sh¨v I®S¨p InS¡p¶ Fsâ `mcy, KoX.
apdnbnÂ \Ã shfn¨w. Ft¶sbm¶p hnfns¨¦nÂ F¶p a\Êmin¨p. Hcp \nanjw
DbÀ¶p Xmgp¶ B amdnS§fpsS Ne\w t\m¡n Rm³ \n¶p. ]mhw Dd§nt¸mbn,
AXpw Hcp a\pjyicocatÃ. Rm³ Fsâ apdnbnÂ t]mbn InS¶p. bm{Xm£oWw
sImmhpw Rm\pw Dd§nt¸mbn.

cmhnte Iaes¸§fpsS hnfntI«mWp Rm\pWÀ¶Xv.
" Um... Fgpt¶¡Sm... C¶tew \o ChnsSbm sISt¶...?.."
" Mqw... "
" Hm.. C§s\mcp s]m«³.. CXp§tfsbms¡ F´m sN¿t¶v Cuizc\p amt{X
Adnbq... \osbmcmWmtWmSm.... t\cw shfp¡p¶Xp htc Ahfm IXIpw
sXmd¶nt«mp sIS¶n«v \o H¶p t]mbn t\m¡ntbmSm.. acs¡mct§..."
" \o t]mbn thtd ]Wn t\ms¡sâ s]§tf... cmhnte sIS¶p sNeímsX...
hnfns¨mW¯o«v sXmS§n... Fsâ Imcyw Rm³ t\m¡ntímfmw...."
" F¶m hm... ]ÃptX¨n«p h¶p htÃmw tIÁv... A½ s\\s¡t´m ]Wn sh¨ns«mv..."
Rm³ Xbmdmbn sN¶t¸mÄ Im¸n sdUn. I¸bpw hmf¡dnbpw Ignt¨mncp¶t¸mÄ
A½ ]dªp.
" FSm... hmkq«m... \½sS s]mdIphit¯ sXmSoev A©mdp tN\ \SWw.. Hcmfnt\
hnfníms\mÅ hIbnÃ... \o GXmbmepw Np½m CcníphtÃ..."
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" AXp Rmt\Áp.."
At¸mÄ KoX N«nbnÂ \n¶pw Ipd¨p Idn Fsâ ]m{X¯nÂ hnf¼n. AXp I
Iaes¸§Ä ]dªp.
" Itmt½.. sIt«ym\p hmtfsS \Spapdn Xt¶ shf¼ns¡mSp¡pt¶... \½¡n\n Xtew
hmepw amt{X an¨w ImWq..."
" H¶p anmXncnsbSo..A Ahfp sImSp¡pt¶eXv... AhsS sIt«ym\m... AhfÃmsX
Ah\p \o sImSp¡pthm... "
AXp tI« KoXbpsS apJ v̄ Hcp hÃm¯ Pmfyhpw ]p©ncnbpw. Rm\pw B
apJt¯sím¶p t\m¡n. "Rms\sâ sIt«ym\p sImSp¡pw" F¶ a«nÂ Ft¶ t\m¡n
Hcp Nncn. Fsâ DÅpw hbdpw \ndª amXncn. AdnbmsX Rm\pw ]p©ncn¨p t]mbn.
KoX N«n amÁn sh¨n«v Xncnªp \n¶p \Jw ISn¨p.
" Hm.. IntÃ... Hcp \mWw.... sImSpt¯m sImSpt¯m... R§sfm¶padnªntÃ...."
At¸mÄ A½ F´nt\m shfnbnteínd§n. B X¡¯n\v s]§Ä HmSns¨¶v KoXsb
Xncn¨p \nÀ¯n. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" F¶n«v cpw IqsS shthztd apdoÂ t]mbn sIS¶p s\SphoÀ¸nSv...."

Im¸n IpSns¨gpt¶Át¸mÄ Xq¼bpambn A½ sdUn.
" C¶m... A[nIw tlaw FSp¡... tae\§n ]cnNbw CÃm¯tÃ..."
" Mqw.... tN\sbhnsS.... "
" AXp apdn¨p Xcmw... \o t]mbn IpgnsbSp¡v..."
" A½ C§p t]mcv... Ahcp cpw IqsS \Ss«... GXmbmepw Irjow ]Tnt¡XtÃ..."
s]§Ä hnfn¨p ]dªp.
" F¶m KoXtamfp hm... Rm³ apdn¨p Xcmw..."
Rm³ IbnenbpapSp¯v Xebnsemcp tXmÀ¯pw sI«n IpgnsbSp¡m³ XpS§n. Hcp
Ip«bnÂ Nmchpw NmWIhpw s]§Ä sImp sh¨n«p t]mbn. Aåw Ignªt¸mÄ Hcp
shÅappSp¯v »ukpan«v Xebnsbmcp tXmÀ¯pw sI«n KoX Hcp Ip«bnÂ ASp¡nb
tN\¡jW§fpambn F¯n. ]Wn \nÀ¯n B hchp t\m¡n \n¶ Ft¶ t\m¡n
AhÄ \mWn¨p ]p©ncn¨p. hnbÀ¡m³ XpS§nb Fsâ tZlw hopw XWp¯p
IpfnÀ¶p.
tN\¡jW§Ä Ip\nªp Xmsg shípt¼mÄ AI¶ »ukn\pÅnÂ IqSn cp
henb shfp¯ tN\¯ppIÄ XÅnh¶p. BZyambn B amdpIÄ ImWp¶Xp t]mse
Fsâ DsÅm¶p XpSn¨p. \nhÀ¶p t\m¡nb KoX ImWp¶Xv At§m«p t\m¡n
shÅand¡p¶ Ft¶bmbncp¶p. Fsâ a\Êp hmbn¨Xp t]mse AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" F´m.. C§s\ t\m¡pt¶..?... BZyambn«p ImWp¶ t]mse..." Ahsfm¶p
IpWp§ns¡mp tNmZn¨p.
" Mpw... BZyw ImWpIm... C¸w Ct§tc Im.. Hcp ..."
" Ft§tc..." Ip\nªp \n¶p Xt¶ hopw tNmZyw.
" Cubmfnt\..."
" F´m F\níp.... t]cntÃ..."
" Hv... F¶mepw...hnfníms\mcp... "
" As¶ms¡... Fs¶ ipn]nSn¸ním³ Fsâ sNhotem«p hnfníphmcp¶tÃm.... B
t]cv..."
AhÄ \nhÀ¶p \n¶v »ukv apIfnteíp hen¨n«p. B D¯pwK aIpS§Ä H¶p CfIn.
" Fsâ KoX¡p«ot¶m......"
" Mqw.. AXt\y..."
" At¿... aÁptÅmcp tI«mset´m hnNmcnípw..."
" F´p hnNmcním\m... XmensIt«ym³ Fs¶ t]cp hnfníp¶p A{Xt¶y..."
C{Xbpw t\cw \mWn¨p Id§ns¡mmbncp¶p AhÄ kwkmcn¨ncp¶Xv.
" A¸w... Rm³ ]p hnfníp¼gpw B t]cnãmcpt¶m....?..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p. Ahsfm¶p
]cp§n. ]ns¶ Xncn¨p tNmZn¨p.
" F´n\m C¸w Adot¶...?..."
" ]d... Cãmcpt¶m... Rm\mtcmSpw ]db¯nÃ...."
" DÅnÂ.... C¨nsc....Ctãms¡ Hmcps¶¶v Iq«ntím..." B«w IqSn.
" s]cp¦Åo... F¶n«n¸w \mWn¨mSp¶p....." At¸mÄ B B«w \n¶p.
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" A¶v Rm³ G«¯nb½bÃmcpt¶m... Ctãmtepw AsXms¡ a\Ên shím\tÃ
]Áq..."
" F¶ns«t¶ Hcp apSnª t\mt«mw...Hfn¨ Hcp Nncow... `b¦c km[\w X¶mtW..."
" Hm.. Rm\{X No¯sbm¶paÃ..." kzc¯nÂ Hcp a[pcníp¶ sIdphv.
" F¶p Rm³ ]dªnÃtÃm...."
At¸mÄ s]§fpsS hnfn tI«p. KoX hnfntI«p. At§m«p sNÃm³ thn
hnfn¨Xmbncp¶p.
" Rm³ Zm hcpt¶... h¶n«v cp t]À¡pw IqsS \Smw...." ]dªpsImv
AhtfmSnt¸mbn. Ct¸mÄ \Ã NpdpNpdp¡v. R§fpsS CSbnepÅ ad sasÃ CSnªp
hogpIbmbncp¶p. F¦nepw FhnsStbm C¯ncn _m¡n \nÂ¸pv. Fsâ
a\Ênembncp¶p B _m¡n. kwkmcns¨¦nepw FhnsStbm Hcp hnÅÂ. Ft¶ \¶mbn
hnbÀ¯p. shbnen\åw NqSp IqSpXÂ tXm¶n. C\n H¶p cp IpgnIÄ IqSntb
FSp¡m\pÅp. shbnÂ Ddíp¶Xn\p ap¼p ]Wn XoÀ¡Ww. Rm³ Bªp Inf¨p.
Hcp ÌoÂ ]m{Xhpw ¥mÊpambn«mbncp¶p KoXbpsS hchv.
" CsX´m....?.." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" tamcpw shÅw ...A½ X¶b¨Xm.... "
" Rm³ hnNmcnt¨bpÅp.... \nÃv... CXqsS XoÀ¯n«v IpSnímw... " Rm³ iànbmbn«p
Inf¨p.
" F´n\m C{X BbmksaSp¯v sh«pt¶...."
" Ipgn sicnbmbnsÃ¦nÂ tN\ s]m§n hc¯nÃ...."
AXp tI«hsfm¶p Nncn¨p. ¥mÊnteíp tamcpw shÅw ]IÀ¶p sImv AhÄ ]dªp.
" tN\bÃ... tNt\sS... Xm...s]m§n hcpt¶.... "
" A¸w ....Fs´ms¡tbm Irjntb¸Án AdnbmtÃm..."
Rm³ Xq¼m Xmsg sh¨p ¥mÊp I¿nÂ hm§n shÅw IpSn¨p.
" Hm.. ]nt¶... s]m§nhcp¶Xv... XmsW¶dnbm³... shey ...Adnshm¶pw
thtWm¶nÃ......"
At¸mgmWhfpsS hm¡pIfpsS ZzbmÀ°w F\níp ]nSn In«nbXv. Rm³ Nncn¨p t]mbn.
F\níp tamcpw shÅw sXmbnÂ hn¡n. Rm³ Npa¨t¸mÄ KoX Fsâ s\dpIbnÂ
cp aq¶p X«p X«n. Rm³ t\m¡pt¼mÄ apÁ¯cnInÂ R§tf t\m¡n \nÂ¡p¶
A½bpw Iaebpw.
" At¿m... ]¨ samfIn«Xm... Fcníphmcn¡pw.... Hcp ¥mkqsS...?.."
" Mqw ... Xm... \Ã Zmlw.... " cmat¯ ¥mknsâ ]IpXn IpSn¨n«v ¥mkv Rm³ XncnsI
sImSp¯p. At¸mÄ A½bpw s]§fpw At§ms«¯n. KoX H¶ptamÀ¡msXsb¶
h®w ¥mÊnÂ _m¡nbpmbncp¶ shÅw IpSn¨p. s]§Ä DSt\ XpS§n.
" Itmt½... `mtcyw `À¯mhpw IqsS Hcp ¥mÊo¶p IpSním³ sXmS§n...."
" AXn\p s\\s¡´m... Ahcp IpSnípsIm... Xn¶ptIm... Fs´¦nepw sN¿s«... \o B
Nhdpw Nmtcmw Ipgotem«p s\c v̄....."
AXp tI« KoXbpsS Hfnt\m«w Issâ Zmlhpw ]cthihpw Ft§m t]mbn.

tN\ \Sosems¡ Ignªp h¶t¸mÄ \Ã hnbÀ¸pw NqSpw. H¶p ap§n¡pfns¨¦nte
]Áq. Rm³ ]dªp.
" At½... Rm³ tXm«nsem¶p t]mbn ap§o«p hcmw... "
" A« ieyw HtmSm..."
" Hm.. C¸w A«sbm¶pw CÃ... Acsbm¸w shtÅmv.... \Ã Hgp¡pw... NqbnSm³ \Ã
]cphamcp¶p...."
" Hm NqbnSp¶p... ao¦mcnIfp \Ã s]Síp¶ ao\m Npfpsheíp hnípt¶... \o t]mbn
Ipfn¨n«p thKw hm..."
" Mm..sicn... " Rm³ apÁt¯índ§n. At¸mÄ KoXbpsS iÐw.
" tZ... H¶p \nt¶... At½ Rm\pw IqsS tXm«nÂ s]mtíms«...."
" AhsS A« ImWpw.... " Rm³ NmSn¸dªp.
" Hm.. A«sbm¶qsÃ¶v ChnsS C¸w ]dbp¶Xv Rm³ tI«XtÃ... At½.... Ft¶w IqsS
sImtmIm³ ]d..."
" Ah\§s\ms¡ ]tdw... KoX sNÃv... " s]§Ä ]dªp.
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" F´mSm Ahfpw IqsS t]m¶mev... Ahfpw Ct{Xw t\cw shbne¯p \n¶v
shbÀ¯XtÃ..." A½ tNmZn¨p.
" B... F¶m hm..." Rm³ k½Xn¨p.
tIÄ¡m¯ Xmakw KoX NmSnbnd§n. AXp I s]§Ä ]dªp.
" Ahsâ apXpIp \¶mbns«m¶p tX¨psImSv... ]ns¶ ]Ápsh¦n... A XeítImw..
AXn\I¯pw s\dsb sNfnbm.... \Ã _p²n ]dªm C¸w tIdp¶nÃ... "
KoX AS¡n Nncn¨p.
" \o t]mSo ...an¡gptX..." ]dªp sImv Rm³ \S¶p. KoX ]pdtIbpw.
tXm«ntem«pÅ hgnbnÂ R§fpsS ]d¼nSí¸pdw hnemkn\n \nÂ¡p¶p. B«n³
Ip«nbpsS Ibdpw I¿nepv. R§tf IbpS³ hnemkn\n HmSn AcnInÂ h¶p.
" Ft§m«m \hZ¼Xnamcv..."
" tXm«nsem¶p ap§m³ t]mIphm... \n§fv cmSpIfpw IqsS ]pÃp
Xn¶ms\d§nbXm..." Rms\mcp Xami s]m«n¨p.
" Hm...AtXtÃm... \Ã ]pÃp ISnt¨ms«¶p IcpXnbm... ]t£ hmgss¯Ifp ImWp¼w
Fh¡p sImXn hcpw AtXmv Rm\pw IqsS \n¡phm....." hnemkn\nsímcp IqkepanÃ.
" F¶m Ip\nªp \n¶v ISn¨p Xn¶v..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" Ip\nªv \n¶v Bcm.... C¸w Xn¶pt¶¶v... Ft¶s¡mn¸w ]dbn¡tWm...?..."
" \m¡Ssísâ hnemkn\o... sXmen s]mfnbp¶p..." KoX apJw Npfn¨p ]dªp.
" cp t]cpw IqSn sIfíp¶ Ip... ]nt¶... tXm«nte A«..... ad¡tÃ..."
" H¶p t]msbsâ hnÃq..... CXv hmkq«\m....."
" AÃ, C\n ISn¨mse´m... FhntSw I¿n«v ]dn¨pIfbms\mÅ AhImiw In«otÃ...."
AhfXp ]dªn«v s]m«n¨ncn¨p.
" \nsâ \m¡n\v sNe¸w ...sNe¸w sNmdn¨nep IqSpXem.... " KoX ]dªp.
" Hm sNmdn¨nenÃm¯ Hcmfv... AÃm... amdnbpSp¡m³ H¶panÃmsXbm... Ipfním³
t]mtW...?.." R§fpsS thjw {i²n¨n«v hnemkn\n tNmZn¨p.
" Hm.. CsXms¡ [mcmfw aXn....."
KoX adp]Sn sImSp¯n«v apt¼ tIdn \S¶p. hnemkn\ntb t\m¡n "t]mSo" Fs¶m¶p
Xe sh«n¨n«v Rm\pw ]pdtI \S¶p.
tXm«n\Sp¯pÅ Nndbnse¯nbt¸mÄ \S¸mXbpsS AcnInÂ \nÂ¡p¶
sIm¶s¯§nsâ apIfnteív Rms\m¶p t\m¡n. cv DW¡t¯§m, GXpkabhpw
hogmw. s]m¡w IqSnb sX§mbXpsImv tIdn¸dním³ BfnÃ.
" KoX¡p«o... sX§nsâ sNmhp«o¶v amdn \S¡v... HW¡t¯§m Xte hoWm
t]cptZmjw HmIpw.."
" F´p t]cptZmjw..?..." AhÄ Xncnªp \n¶v tNmZn¨p.
" AÃm...tX§m hoWp hSnbmsb¶v..."
" Hm... Hcp shey Xami... H¶p \S¶p hm..."
" At« ISn¸ním³ C{X [rXnbmtbm..."
" Bbn ...F¶n«p thWw.. Hcmfnt\s¡mv AXnt\ ]dn¸ním³..."
D¨bmImdmbXpsImv Bcpw F¯m\pÅ kabambn«nÃmbncp¶p. Aåw Ie¡Â
OmbbpÅ ]mXn sXfnª shÅw, \Ã Hgp¡v. Acsbm¸w shÅw Dv. Ae¡p
IÃpIsfms¡ Pe\nc¸n\\pkcn¨v apIfnteíp IbÁn C«ncp¶p.
Rm³ Ibnen ]dn¨n«v tXmÀ¯pSp v̄ shÅ¯nteínd§n. H¶p ap§nbt¸mÄ \Ã
kpJw. KoX IcbnÂ IÃnencp¶v Ft¶ t\m¡n.
" hm... Cd§n hm... \Ã kpJm... C¨nsc Ie¡temst¶ HÅp...."
" Hgp¡p In«v t]Sn tXm¶p¶p.... F\nív \o´ednb¯nÃ..."
" At¿m... Ac htc shtÅmÅq... ]ns¶ Rm\ntÃ IqsS.... hm... "
Rm³ ho«n..Ipfnt¨mfmw..." KoX ]ns¶bpw aSn¨p.
" Gd§n hcqt¶.. ChnSw htc h¶n«v...." Rm³ \nÀ_Ôn¨p.
KoX Xncn¨v Icbnteíp Ibdn. apn\SnbnÂ DSp¯ncp¶ Ac¸mhmS ASnbnÂ IqSn
Agn¨n«p. ]ns¶ »uknsâ lp¡pIsfSp¯p app ]pX¨psImv AXpw {_mbpw Ducn.
]ns¶ app IbÁn apeíp apIfnÂ sh¨pSp¯p. tXmÀ¯v apIfnet¯ IÃnÂ C«p.
]ns¶ kq£n¨v IÃpIfnd§n. Rm³ \SbpsS ASp¯p sN¶p. shÅ¯n\SnbnepÅ
IÃpIfnteíp ImÂ Ip¯pt¼mÄ Rm³ ]dªp.
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" IÃpIfp sNeXp amÁnbn«ncníphm... kq£n¡Ww... AtÃÂ ... hm... Fsâ Ibv
]nSnt¨m...."
Rm³ Ibv \o«n Ahsfsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p. F¶n«v Xmsg shÅ¯nteíp ImÂ Ip¯n.
]t£ AhnsS IÃnÃmbncp¶p. _me³kp sXÁnb KoX H¶mSn ]ns¶ shÅ¯nteív
hogms\mcp§n. Rm³ Xm§n. ]t£ HmÀ¡m¸pd¯mbncp¶XpsImv AhfpsS `mcw
Xm§m³ F\níp IgnªnÃ. Ahsfsâ apIfnteíp hoWp. Rm\htf sI«n¸nSn¨p.
cp t]cpw IqsS shÅ¯nteíp adnªphoWp. shÅ¯n\pÅnÂ Hcp sI«nadnben\p
tijw cp t]cpw Fgpt¶Áp \n¶p. Ahfn¯ncn shÅhpw IpSns¨¶p tXm¶n.
\áamdnS§tfmsS Fgpt¶Áp \n¶ KoX shÅ¯nteíp Xs¶ Ccp¶p.
" At¿m... Fsâ apv t]mbn....." AhÄ A¼ct¸msS ]dªp.
Rm³ Xmtgív Aå Zqcw tXm«nÂ IqSn \S¶pt\m¡n. ]mXn Ie§nb shÅ¯nÂ H¶pw
ImWm\nÃ. iànbmb Hgp¡nÂ AX§p Zqscsb¯n¡mWpw.
Rm³ Xncn¨v henªp \S¶v KoXbpsS ASp¯p h¶p.
" At¿m... C\n F´m sNbvI... Fsâ apv..."
" kmcanÃ... t]ms«... thsd appSp¡mw... C¸w Ipfnív..."
" At¿m... F¶mepw... tZ... Itc tIdn B ]mhmS Hs¶Sp v̄ Xcqt¶..." AhÄ tIWp.
" l... C\n Ipfn Ignªns«Sp¡msasâ KoX¡p«o...."
" Rms\§s\ Fgpt¶Áp \nípw....?."
" F´n\m Fgpt¶ípt¶ ....ap§n¡pfnív... "
Rm³ ]dªp sImv ap§nsN¶v B apeIfnsem¶p sXm«p. F¶n«p Xncn¨v amdn
Fgpt¶Áp \n¶t¸mÄ KoX `bt¯msS Fgpt¶Áp \nÂ¡p¶p.
" F´p ]Áo... " Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Fsâ ChnsS... ao³ ISn¨p.. A«bm¶m Rmt\mÀt¯... apsmmcps¶¦n
ISn¡¯nÃmcp¶p...." ape sXm«p ImWn¨psImhÄ ]dªp.
" AXp sNdnb ao³ Ipªp§fm... AXp§fp sNe¸w At½sSbm¶p IcpXn ]mep
IpSním³ h¶Xmcnípw..." Fsâ sImXntbmsSbpÅ t\m«w I AhÄ IbvIÄ ]nW¨p
sh¨v B shÅ¡p¶pIÄ adím³ {ian¨p. shÅ¯n\SnbnemsW¦nepw Fsâ
Ip®símc\¡w, hfsc¡mew IqSn.
" H¶p t]msWmtm AhSp¶v... C¸gm Hcp Xami..." AhÄ ]cn`hn¨psImv
shÅ¯nteíncp¶v amdp ad¨p.
" AsX§\m... Ct{Xw shÃy Icn¡n³ sImteev... apsmd¨ncnípthm..."
" Fsâ sImg¸hmtWm....?... Rms\¶m sN¿m\m...."
" GXmbmepw taepw FÃm FtSw FtSmw tX¨p Ipfnív... ao³ Ipªp§Ä¡v D¸pw
]pfow Hs¡ shÃnãam... {]tXyIn¨v hcmen\v... FhnsS Hfn¨ncps¸mtepw AXp§fv
tIdn sIm¯n Xn¶pw.... AXp sImv A§s\sbmÅ kvYtems¡ BZyw Xt¶ A§p
sXmd¶p IgpIv..."
Dt±in¨ kvYet¯¸ÁnbpÅ HmÀ½, B kvYe¯nsâ a\Ênte Nn{Xw Fsâ Ip®tb
]qÀ®ambpw I¼nbm¡n. Rm\hfpsS apJt¯íp {i²n¨p t\m¡n. B IbvIfpsS
Ne\hpw apJ`mhhpw It¸mÄ F\níp a\Ênembn, AhÄ ]qdp cp IbvIÄ
sImpw Xpd¶p ]nSn¨p IgpIpIbmsW¶v. apJw \mWw sImv Iq¼nbncp¶p.
" FÃmtSmw hen¨p ]nSn¨v \nhÀ¯n IgpIv... shbnep sIm¸w AtImw shbÀ¯p
ImWpw..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" Fâoizcm...Ct§Às¡mcp \mtWmey... ]td¶Xn\v..." AhÄ \mWw sImv apJw
IqÀ¸n¨p.
" Ft§À¡v...?..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Cu... tN«\v..."
" tN«t\m... tN«³ t]mbntÃ...."
" AXÃ... F¶m... Cu hmkpth«\v..." AhfpsS apJ¯v hopw \mWw. Ct¸mgmWhÄ
\hh[phmbsXs¶\níp tXm¶n. BZyambns«t¶ ImWp¶t]msebpÅ s]cpamÁw.
F\níX§p \t¶ ]nSn¨p. B Cãw shÅ¯n\SnbnÂ Fgpt¶Áp \n¶ I¼nhoc³
Ip®ípw ]nSn¨p.
" th.. Fsâ KoX¡pt«y...Fs¶ ]tgXpt]mse... hmkq«m¶p hnfn¨m aXn.... "
" tÈym... Bsc¦nepw tI«m..."
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" tI«mse´m... \½sS CãtÃ... B hnfn tI¡p¼w .. A¶p \nt¶mSp tXm¶nbXp
t]mse B sImXn Fsâ a\ÊnÂ hcpw...."
Rm\hfpsS apJt¯ív Ipd¨p shÅw sX¶n¨p. AXhfpsS I®nÂ sImp. AhÄ
I®S¨p apJw s]m¯n.. Rm³ AhfpsS sXm«Sp¯p sN¶p. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" hnfnt¨... "
" Mqw... Fsâ... hmkq«³....." \mWn¨v AhÄ ]dsªm¸n¨p.
" C¸w KoX Fsâ sIt«ymfmbn... Mm C\n, B ]bdnsâ sXmen amÁn AIw IgpIv..."
" ]btdm...?.. " AhÄ A´w hn«p tNmZn¨p.
" B... Rm³ s]mkvXI¯n hmbn¨ns«mv.... shey ]bsdmÅhcv sXmen
amÁn¡gpIW¶v...." Rm³ B I®pIfnÂ t\m¡n ]dªp.
" F\níp a\ÊnembnsÃsâ hmkq«m... sXfn¨p ]d..."
" Fsâ KoX¡pt«y... \nsâ N¡s¨mf I´nsâ Imcym... Rm\o¸tdt¶... a\tÊmsS H¶p
Xn¶tWm¦n aXn... AtÃ C§p Xm... Rm³ IgpImw..."
Rm³ H¶p IqSn ASp¯p. Fsâ izmkw AhfpsS apJ¯Sn¨t¸mÄ AhÄ I®p
Xpd¶p.
" Fâoizcm... Fs´ms¡bm Cu \mho¶v hogpt¶...F\níp Xt¶ \mWmhpIm.... "
]ns¶ sIdphn¨t]mse InWp§ns¡mv ]dªp.
"Fsâ ]bd{X shteysXm¶phÃ...."
" ]nt¶.... Xn¶ F\nítÃ Adnbpt¶....AXnsâ hen¸w....aq¡p¼w Hcp ]pfn¦pcqsâ
At{Xv....A{X \mWmsW¦n C§p sImphm... Rm³ sXmen¨p IgpIn¯cmw...
Xn¶p¶Xv Rm\tÃ....."
" At¿m... th... FÃmw Rm³ Xt¶ sNbvtXmfmw... F´nsâsbms¡bm hen¸w
Af¶p ht¨¡tW..... A]mc sXmen¡«n Xt¶" AhÄ ]ndp]ndp¯p sImv shÅw
hmbnsemgn¨p Xp¸n.
" F¦n Fsâ s]mdw tX¨p Xm...."
" tkms¸Sp¯nÃ...."
" kmcey... t]ms«, shdpwIt¿mv tX¨m aXn...... sIt«ymsâ IqsS A§p
NmSnsbd§n........ Ipfníms\¶pw ]dªv... tXmÀ¯neym... tkm¸pweym... Hcp km[\w...."
Rm³ Xncnªncp¶p sImSp¯p. AhÄ NpÁn\pw apIfnteípw t\m¡n. ]ns¶ Fsâ
apXpIp tXím³ XpS§n.
" Ft¶ sImpt]mIpthem¶p ]dªtXmv [rXn ]nSns¨d§oXtÃ...."
" Xmtgm«v..." Rm³ ]dªp. AhfpsS Ibv Xmtgíp t]mbn.
" CXv apXpIÃ..." AhÄ ]dªp.
" Adnbmt¶.. AsXsâ Ipnbm... FÃmtSmw tXív... " Rm³ Fsâ Ipn Aåw
apt¼m«p XÅns¡mSp¯p.
" At¿..." AhÄ Ibv ]n³hen¨p.
" F´p ]Án... Fsâ DtetÃ ]nSnt¨...... Fsâ KoX¡p«osS kz´w km[\§fm...
sR¡msX tX¨p IgpIv... AXp Igo¼w C¨ncqsS apt¼m«p hm..."
Rm³ ]dªp sImncp¶p. h¶p h¶v AhÄ Fsâ Ipe¨p\nÂ¡p¶ Ip®bnÂ
]nSn¨p.
" At¿m... Cu XWp¯ shÅ¯nepw CXp s]m§n \n¡phmtWm... Fâoizcm.. Cu
hmkq«s\mcp t_mt[manÃ..."
" AXp kmcanÃ..." Rm³ Fgpt¶Áp Xncnªp \n¶p.
KoXbpsS apJ¯n\p ap¼nÂ shÅ¯n\pÅnÂ Ah³ Hgp¡nÂ hcmÂ \nÂ¡p¶Xp
t]mse \n¶mSn.
" C\n sicníht\ sXmen¨v IgpIv ... GXmbmepw ... Ft¶ Ipfn¸ním³ h¶XtÃ...."
Hcp aSnbpw IqSmsX AhÄ Aht\ I¿nseSp v̄, sXmen ]pdtIm«p amÁn. tX¨p IgpIn.
F\nísXmcp hmWaSnbpsS kpJw X¶p.
Rm³ sasÃ shÅ¯nteíncp¶p, Ahfpw. AhÄ Ip®bpsS ]nSnhn«ncp¶nÃ. AhfpsS
I¿nencp¶h³ hn§n. R§fpsS apJ§Ä am{Xta shÅ¯n\p apIfnepÅp. F¶nÂ
Imaw DWÀ¶p. Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" KoX¡p«o... "
" F´m hmkq«m... " ]mXn hnSÀ¶ NppItfmsS Fsâ Ip®¡p«t\ sasÃ
hmWaSn¨hÄ hnfntI«p.
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" \ap¡v .. \½sS a[phn[p Cu tXm«o¶p sXmS§nbmtem...."
" thssâ s]mt¶.... Bsc¦nepw hcpw... \mWt¡SmIpw... ho«ns¨Ãs«..."
" F¦nÂ C\n Rm³ \nsâ s]mdwtX¨p Xcmw.. Xncnªncnív...."
AhÄ Hgp¡n\p t\sc aWenÂ ap«pIp¯n \n¶p.
" Fs´mscmgp¡m... aWteÂ Imsemdíp¶nÃ...."
" kmcanÃ... Fs¶ Nmcn \n¶m aXn....." Rm\hfpsS ]pdInÂ ap«pIp¯n \n¶p .
AhfpsS \o apSn ]pd¯p InS¶peªp.
" apSn sI«n shív..."
AhÄ apSn s\dpIbnÂ sI«n sh¨p. At¸mÄ B shfp¯ Igp¯nÂ sNdnb NpcpÄ
apSnIÄ¡nSbnÂ Rm³ AWnbn¨ Xmename ]IÂ shfn¨¯nÂ Xnf§n. ap«pIp¯n
AhfpsS ]pdInÂ \n¶ Fsâ I¼n¡p® AhfpsS ]pd¯p InS¶ngªp. AhÄ Ibv
]pdtIm«n«v Ahs\ I¿nseSp¯p sImp ]dªp.
" hcmev D¸pw ]pfow X¸n \S¡phmtWm...Ip«m...?..." AhfpsS kzc¯nte hnImcZo]vXn
Fsâ Kpemt\ IqSpXÂ I¼nbm¡n.
" I¿nÂ kq£n¨p ]nSnt¨m... AtÃeh³ sNe¸w hÃ s]m¯nepw sN¶nSn¨p tIdpw...."
Rm³ AhfpsS Igp¯p tX¨p. Igp¯nsâ Ccphihpw XShnbt¸mÄ AhÄ ]dªp. "
" \Ã kpJw Fsâ Ip«³ tXíp¼w..."
Rm\m ]pdwIgp¯nsem¶p Npw_n¨p. AhÄ Igp¯p ]pdtIm«p hf¨v Fsâ IhnfnÂ
D½ sh¨p. ]ns¶ Rm\m Dcpp \o IbvIÄ tX¨p sImSp¯p. I£¯n\pÅnÂ
I¿n«v tcma§Ä hen¨p t\m¡n. Fs´mcp \ofw. Npcpp InS¶t¸mÄ AdnªnÃ.
" KoX¡p«osS I£w CtXhtc hSn¨n«nÃ AtÃ... Fs´mcp \ofm Cu apSnív...
AtXmm shbÀ¡p¼w \Ã aWw..." Rm\m I£¯nÂ tcma§Ä Iq«nsbm¶p ISn¨p.
" At¿.. It£mw tcmtamw IqsS ISn¨p Xn¶m³ t]mIphm.... ?... AhtSw ChntSsams¡
apSn hfcp¶sXsâ IpÁhmtWm... thtWm¦n... sh«n¡ftªm.."
" th... AXp ImWp¶sXmcp lcam... At¶cw AdnbmsX An A\§m³
sXmS§pw... \nsâ I£¯nte tcmaw t]mepw Ifbm\nÃ.....""
" F¦nÂ taep tXív...."
Rm³ cp I£§fpw tX¨psImSp¯p. ]ns¶ I£§fnÂ IqSn apt¼m«p I¿n«v B
amXf¡p¶pItf, DcpÄapeItf I¿nem¡n. sasÃ XgpIm\mcw`n¨p. AhbpsS FÃm
hi§fpw Rm³ arZphmbn XShns¡mSp¯p. Iptdt\cw XShnbt¸mÄ AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" Agps¡f¡phmtWm... AtXm Ft¶ Ff¡phmtWm...?..."
" Fsâ KoX¡p«osS FÃmw FfIs«... F{X Imembn.... \o Hs¶fIo«v..."
NqSmhtWmtm..."
" F¦n... Ft¶ Hs¶fs¡sâ Ip«m...Mqw... Mqw.... \Ã kpJw... Ip«³ Ahtc
XgpIp¼w...."
AhÄ ]pdtIm«p apJw Xncns¨sâ ImXnÂ a{´n¨p. At¸mgpw bm{´nIambn Ahsfsâ
Ip®bnÂ hmWaSnípIbmbncp¶p.
" aXn XgpInsbmS¨Xv.... C§s\ t]mbm... Cs¶§pw Ipfn Ignb¯nÃ... Fsâ
tZlmkIew s]cp¡p¶p..."
" CXp§sf I¿o¶v hnSm³ tXm¶p¶nsÃsâ KoX¡p«o...."
" hnSmXncp¶mse§\m... tXím³ thtdw kvYew C\ow sIS¡phtÃ...."
Rm³ Hcp Ibv Xmtgíp sImpt]mbn hbdphgn Ibv Xmtgíp XShns¨¶p. B
aZ\mcma¯nÂ Fsâ Is¿¯nbt¸mÄ Ahsfm¶p sR«n. Rm³ NppIÄ amÁnbn«p
tNmZn¨p.
" IÅotSw apSnsbms¡ hfÀ¶tÃm... "
" Mqw... cp aq¶p amkmbntÃ... Bcpw t\m¡m\nÃmsX ..... "
" apSn hf¯tWm.. AtXm... ?.."
" Hs¡ Fsâ Ip«sâ Cãw... " AhÄ kz]v\¯nse¶ t]mse a{´n¨p. B
arZphbdnepw ]p¡nÄ Npgnbnepw Rm³ tX¨p sImSp¯p. cp I¿pw amdnamdn
apeIfnepw hbdnepw ]p¡nfnepw XgpIn¡gnªt¸mÄ AhÄ sasÃ IpdpIn.
" F\níp kln¡WnsÃsâ hmkq«m... Rm\n¸w shcenSpw...."
" th... shcen«p sXmd¶ncp¶m... hÃ ao³ Ipªp§fpw sImXnsImIt¯ív
tIdpw..."
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" A§s\ thsd aos\m¶pw tIdm³ Rm³ k½XníptIe... Cu hcment\bÃmsX..."
AhÄ Fsâ Ip®bpsS XmgÁw apXÂ XgpIn hmWaSn XpSÀ¶p.
" C¸w Ct{Xw aXn.....C\n apXpIp tX¨pXcmw...." hnimeambn ]c¶pInS¡p¶ B [hf
ssaXm\¯p Rm³ Fsâ It¿mSn¨p. ]ns¶ B FfnIfnÂ tXím³ Ibvsh¨t¸mÄ
AhÄ C¡nfnsImp ]pfªp. IpnIfnÂ tX¨psImncp¶t¸mÄ Rm³ ]dªp.
" Cu sN¼pIe¡pnIfp tXs¨Sp¡tWm¦n, Hcp sZhkw ]nSnípw...."
" A§\m s]®p§sS IpnIfv... sImXnhnSmsX tX¨pIgpIv...."
At¸mtgípw Fsâ IbvIÄ AhfpsS IqXns¸m«nt\ NpÁpw XgpIm³ Bcw`n¨p
Ignªncp¶p. Ahsfm¶p ]pfªp. Rm\m s]m«nÂ Hcp hncÂ XÅnt¡Ám³ t\m¡n.
AXp Xpd¶nÃ, `b¦c _ew. ]ns¶ Rm\Xnsâ NpÁpw It¿mSn¨p tX¨p IgpIn.
" F´n\m... thms¯Ss¯ms¡ shcep XÅpt¶... AsXms¡ Zp:kz`mh§fm...
Ahkm\w \mdp¶p, aW¡p¶qs¶m¶pw ]dtª¡cpXv..."
" Gsâ s]mt¶... \nsâ IqXoepw IkvXqcn aWm.... Rm³ A\p`hn¨XtÃ..."
" F¦nÂ ISn¨p Xnt¶m.. sImXnb³ Ip«³..." AhÄ hopw XeXncn¨v Fsâ IhnfnÂ
ap¯an«p.
G«¯nb½ -- 13

" C\nsbsâ tamfn¯ncn ImeI¯n \nt¶.... _m¡nsbmsÅmtfw IqSn tX¨p
Ipfn¸n¡s«...."
" Rm³ Xncnªp \n¶p XcmtÃm..."
" th... AhsS tXím³ CXm kuIcyw....."
Rm³ cp hi¯pw IqSn I¿n«v B Ih¡nSbnÂ Is¿¯n¨p. F¶n«m XpSbnSp¡p
]nSn¨I¯n.AhÄ H¶pIqSn ImeI¯n¯¶p. Rm\m ]qdnsâ ]mfnIÄ cp IbvIfpw
sImv ]nSn¨I¯n. B DÄZf§fpsS cp hi§fpw hncÂsImp tXím\mc`n¨p.
" tlm... Fsâ Ip«m... atÁS v̄...."
" It´em... ?... Rm³ tNmZn¨p."
" Mqw..."
." AhSw tamfp t\ct¯ IgpInbmcpt¶m....?.."
" ]Áps¶St¯mfw hen¨p IgpIn... C\n thtW... Fsâ Ip«³ s]mfn¨p IgpIntím..."
Rm³ AI¯nb ]qdnsâ apIÄ`mK v̄ HÁíp InS¶ B Npf¡´v cp
XÅhncepIÄsImpw XgpIm\mcw`n¨p. AhfpsS Fsâ Ip®bnepÅ ]nSn apdpIn.
hmWaSnbpsS Xmfw sXÁn.
" Mqw.. Fsâ Ip«m...." AhÄ hnfn¨p.
" Rm\o aWn¸bdp sXmen¨p IgpIt«..?... "
" sXmeníptIm...s]mfnípthm.....F´p thtWepw sNt¿mmmmm... Fsâ s]m¶p
hmkq«mmmm... Fsâ N¡ttttc..."
AhÄ Igp¯p ]pdtIm«p Xncn¨v Ft¶ D½sh¨psImncp¶p. Rm³ Hcp XÅhncÂ
sImv B I´nsâ aqSp]Sw tatem«p sX¶n¨p ]nSn¨p F¶n«v B ]bdpaWnbnt·Â
atÁ XÅhncÂ sImv Xncp½n¡gpIn.
" At¿m...]Xps¡ Xncp½nbm aXnsbsâ s]mt¶....... AXnsâ... DÅv `b¦c ss\km...
At{Xw....AaÀ¯nbm...t\mIpw...." Rm³ sasÃ B aWnbnÂ hnctemSn¨p.
" C¸tgm...?." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" A§s\...A§s\ ...aXn....At¿m... \Ã...ckw.... At¿m Rm\n¸w shcenSpwwww
...lmhq..." AhÄ Fsâ IhnfnÂ Nppap«n¨v IpdpIn.
AhfpsS PÂ¸\§Ä Fsâ DÅnepw hnImc¯nsâ XcwK§Ä Cf¡n. Ip®bnbpÅ
AhfpsS ]nSp¯w aµXbnembt¸mÄ ]qÀ®Xíp thn Rms\sâ Acs¡«p
sh«n¨psImncp¶p. F\níp \Ã kpJw. B XWp¸nepw Fsâ icocw AXn`b¦cambn
NqSmbn. Ahfpw \¶mbn kpJníp¶p F¶p a\Ênembn. s]cpagbpÅ A¶p cm{Xn
kzÀ¤¯nÂ tIdnbnd§nbXn\p tijw R§fpsS cp t]cptSbpw a\Êpw icochpw
NqSmIp¶Xnt¸mgmWtÃm.
s]s«¶hÄ Xncnªv Fsâ t\tc \n¶p. Fsâ Ip® hopw I¿nseSp¯p.
Rm\hfptS tbm\n¯Sw H¶msI HÁ¡bvsImv Rm³ Iq«nsRcn¨p. B IhbnSp¡pw
]qdpw FÃmw Cc«n hnIkn¨Xp t]mse. AhÄ apt¶m«mªv Fsâ NppIÄ
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hmbnem¡n. AhfpsS kpKÔapÄs¡m NpSp\nizmkw Fsâ aq¡neSn¨p.
hnImchXnbmIp¶ s]®nsâ \nizmk¯ns\mcp {]tXyI kpKÔapv. AXv BWnsâ
kncItf IqSpXÂ IqSpXÄ Dt¯Pn¸nípw. Ahsâ enwKw H¶ns\m¶v _ew ]qp
\nÂ¡pw. Ip®bpsS HÁ¡®nÂ \n¶pw sImXnshÅw Ipgªqdpw. AtXmsS
Ah\dnbmsX AhfpsS tbm\oapJ¯pw apeIfnepw s]cpamdnt¸mIpw, AhfpsS
hnImctI{µ¯nsâ DÅdIfnÂ \n¶pw NqSp tX\pdh s]m«nsbmgpIpw. AhfpsS
tbm\nbpsS DÅdIÄ Ahsâ ]®mbp[t¯ kzoIcním³ XbmdmIpw. At¸mÄ Ahtf
t`mKn¨mÂ ]mbenÂ sX¶p¶Xp t]mse Ahsâ IqÁ³ enwKw B Xcftbm\nbpsS
DÅdIfnteív \njv{]bmkw Dufnbn«p tIdpw. F\níp tXm¶n R§Ä C§s\ Xt¶
BtÇj§fneqsS am{Xw Ct¸mÄ cXnaqÀObnse¯psa¶.v shÅ¯nen«p Xt¶ H¶p
]®nbmtem F¶p tXm¶nt¸mbn. Bcp Imepw F\níp ]pÃv F¶p tXm¶nt¸mbn.
Hgp¡nsâ ]f]f iÐ¯n\nSbnÂ R§fpsS NppIÄ hen¨o¼p¶ iÐhpw
IqSn¡eÀ¶p.
" ]vt[m "
s]s«s¶mcp iÐw tI«v R§fncphcpw sR«n ]n³amdn. cpt]cpw IbvIÄ ]n³hen¨p
NpÁpw t\m¡n. H¶pw InÃ, Bscbpw InÃ. ]nt¶bpw hnizmkw hcmsX NpÁpw
t\m¡n. Rm³ apIfnteíp t\m¡n. Nndbnte ]d¼nte sIm¶s¯§nte
DW¡t¯§Ifnsem¶v Ct¸mÄ ImWp¶nÃ. AXp sicn, B tX§bmWp R§fpsS
ck¨cSp s]m«n¨Xv. Fsâ apJt¯ Bizmk`mhw In«v AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" F´mcp¶p....htÃmcpw...."
" AÃ... HscmW¡t¯§m hoWXm...F¶mepw B tX§mív hogm³ Ismcp t\cw..."
Rm³ ]dªp.
" Akqb sImm... ho«nt¸mIm¶p Rm³ ]dªXtÃ.... \Ã ckmbn«p h¶Xmcp¶p...
sImtd¡mew IqSo«v...." AXp ]dªt¸mÄ B apJ¯p \mWw.
" \mWnsím¶pw thm... ho«ns¨Ãs«... Rm\Xp amÁn¯cmw..."
" H¶p t]m... F\ní§s\ \mtWm¶pw Cey... At¿m... ho«nse§s\ t]mIpw..
apnÃtÃm.... tiym..."
" \o shjanímsXsâ KoX¡p«o.... C¶m Xe tXmÀ¯v.... Rms\sâ tXmÀ¯p ]dn¨v
]ngnªp sImSp¯p. Xe tXmÀ¯pt¼mÄ B \ndamdpIÄ Ipep§n¡pep§n Fs¶
Xebm«n hnfn¨p.
" Hm... Cu shÅ IcnípIfv.. tZst¶ I¿m«n hnfnípIm Fsâ KoX¡p«o..." Rm\Xp
cnt\bpw cp IbvIÄ sImpw A\§msX ]nSn¨p.
" AXhcpsS tPmenbm... ]nSn¨p \nÀ¯nbmepw AhcXp sN¿pw... AXp hmkq«t\
Ins«m¶phÃ... hnSv... C\n ho«ns¨¶n«p aXn ]nSpt¯mw XotÁw Hs¡.... "
" ]nt¶...?..Is¿Sp¡m³ tXm¶WnsÃsâ KoX¡p«o...""
tXmÀ¯p¶Xn\nSbnÂ Fgpt¶Áp \n¶ Fsâ Acs¡«nteíp t\m¡n AhÄ ]dªp.
" AtXbv....shÅ¯n\p tamfnev Hcp hcmep Hgp¡ v̄ \n¶v BSps¶mv AXnt\
In«m..... C\ow D¸pw ]pfow X¸n _m¡nsbmsÅmctS AIw sIm¯n¸dnípthm...
AtXmv Rm\n\n ap§Wney..."
" C\n ap§nbmepw sImg¸nÃy... Ipfn¨¸w Ds¸ms¡ sImdªp ImWqtÃm..." Rm³
]dªp.
" Mqlpw... H«pw sImdªnÃmt¶.... XShn¯Shn Hdh C¸w ]gbXnepw IqSn¡mWpw...
AsXm¶p IgpIs«......"
AhÄ hopw Aåw Xmgv¶p \n¶v ImepIÄ Ih¨p ]nSn¨v ]qdp ]nfÀ¯n IgpIn.
" tZs.... D¸qey ]pfoey....FÃmw ¢o³.. ..C\nsb§\m...?.."
tXmÀ¯n¡gnªv AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" B tXmÀ v̄ B Icnín³ sImtesS tamfntem«pSp¡v... F¶n«v hm..."
" sImXn hnStÃ... Fsâ hmkq«m... CtXem... ChÁItfem... C¸w... Rms\m¶p ]nSn¨p
\nípt¶..."
" A¸w... Imens¶tSsemÅtXm..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" ]t£....hmkq«³ BZyw hoWXv CXp cpw In«tÃ... A¶t¯...IÅsâ Hcp
apSnª t\m«w.... I®psImv ]nSn¨p sR¡ns¸m«níymcp¶ntÃ.. t\tc \n¶m Fsâ
s\©v.... Xncnªp \n¶m... Fsâ Ipn... hen¨p IpSníymcp¶p...IÅ³.........]n¶tÃ..
At« ]nSn¨Xv..."
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" AXp sicnbm... C§s\ XÅn¸nSn¨v \n¶p amSnhnfn¨m... GXmWm
t\m¡nt¸mImt¯.... t\m¡ntb¨p t]mbn hmWaSn¨p Itfw.... shÅw t]mIp¼w ]tdw..
CXm N¡c samtetem«p hogt«¶v...... "
" F¶mepw Cu BWp§fp s]®p§tf HmÀ¯v Xs¶¯m³ sN¿pw... ]mhw
s]®p§tfm...?..."
" Hm...Hcp ]mhw s]®v... Rm³ IXtÃ... aWm¶pw ]dªv Ft¶ IpÁw ]dª AtX
kmam\¯ntem«p .... Xebn«p \¡pt¶...."
" Fât½ Cu... IÅ³ AXpw Imcpt¶m.... F§s\ Ip...?... tÈym \mWt¡Sv...
A¶§s\ Hcp ZpÀ_p²n tXm¶nt¸mbn...Hcníte sNbvXns«mÅp tIt«m...]ns¶..."
" F\níp tXm¶n...ISn sIdn aq¯¸w ...ap¶pw ]n¶pw t\m¡msX cpw IqsS... Mm...
A¶pw Fsâ Ibv Ig¨p. Hmcp¶ shÅw... `n¯ntbepw Hgn¨p.."
" tlm...C§s\mcp IpkrXn¡p«³... CXnt\ Hfn¨o ho«nsem¶pw ]Á¯nsÃ¶mbn...."
\mWt¯msS Ahsfsâ Ihnfnsem¶p \pÅn.
" Mv lm... tXmÀ¯n... C\nsb´p sN¿pw...?..."
Rm³ \S¡Ãnencp¶ tXmÀs¯Sp¯p sImSp¯p.
" C\n Cu tXmÀ v̄ ASoepSpt¯mv Itct¡dn ]mhmtSw Fsâ Ibneow
FSp¯pSp¡v.. F¶n«v tXmÀ¯v F\nsídnªp Xm..."
A§s\ Fsâ IbnenbpSp¯v KoXbpw \\ª HÁt¯mÀ¯pSp v̄ Rm\pw ho«nteíp
\S¶p.
" `mKyw... Bcpw Ipfn¡m³ hcmªXv..." KoX ]dªp.
" AsX§\m... Hcp hcment\ I¿nÂ In«nb¸w ]cnkcw ad¶ntÃ.." Rm³ IpÁs¸Sp¯n.
" ]ns¶ ]ns¶... FÃmtSmw sXm«pw XShow... XWp¯ shÅ¯ns¡S¶ a\pjyt\
NqSm¡ntb¨v... IpÁw F\nímtbm... tZ.. C¸¯t¶... Ct{Xw ]dª¸w...
AhnsSsbms¡ Hením³ sXmS§n....." AhÄ ]cn`hn¨p.
" At¿m...CtÃ... IpÁ¡mc³... Rm\mtW... Fsâ tXmÀ v̄ No¯bm¡tÃ....H¶p thKw
hm...Btcepw ImWpt¶\p ap¼v...."
At¸mÄ Zm, hnemkn\n HmSn¡nX¨p hcp¶p.
" F´m... hnÃq.... " Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" B Ae¡pImcn XpWns¡«pw s]m¡ntímp hcps¶mv.... Ct{Xw t\cmbn«pw
\n§tf ImWm¯¸w.. F\níp tXm¶n... cwKw C¯ncn tamimcn¡psh¶v... AtXmv
\n§tfmSp ]dbm³ HmSn h¶Xm..."
" A§s\ tamtim¶qÃmcp¶p hnemkn\o.... \o hnNmcníp¶ t]mse..." KoX AhfpsS
XmSnbnÂ \pÅns¡mp ]dªp.
" Mqw Mqw... F\nídnbntÃ cnt\w...AÃm... CsX´m.. At§m«p t]mb¸w... hmkq«\p
apsmmcp¶tÃm... At¿m... A¸w KotXsS shÅapst´y..."
" AsXmgp¡¯p t]mbn..." Rm³ sXsÃmcp PmfyXtbmsS ]dªp.
" l...l.l...l... A¸w Rm³ ]dªXp Xt¶... cpw IqsS tXm«ns¡S\p XpWn]dn¨v
Ifníymcp¶tÃ....l..l..l...."
AhÄ¡p NncnbS¡m\mbnÃ. KoX \mWw sImp heªp.
" AhfhnsS \n¶v Nncnís«.... hm \ap¡p t]mImw..." Rm³ KoXbpsS I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p
sImp \S¶p.
" \nÃv ...\nÃv... CXnte t]mI... B Ae¡pImcns¸®o ]cph¯n \n§tf Im...
Fs´¦nepw ]dsªmm¡n...\mSp apgph\pam¡pw... ]d¼nsâ At§s¸md¯qsS
s]mtím..." AhÄ ]dªXp sicnbmsWs¶\nípw tXm¶n. R§Ä adphi¯qsS
\S¶p.
ho«nÂ sN¶t¸mÄ s]§Ä R§tf Im¯p \nÂ¡p¶p.
" \n§sf´m tXm«nte shÅw IpSn¨p hÁníphmcpt¶m... F{X t\cmbn t]mbn«v.. H¶p
Ipfním\nt{Xw t\cw thtWm... " AhÄ HÁ izmk¯nÂ tNmZn¨p.
" \obtÃ ]dªpsImSp¯Xv... apXpIp tXíWw... AXp sN¿Ww CXp sN¿Ww
Fs¶ms¡... A¸w C¯ncn Xmakn¨pt]mbn...."
" AXpanXpw sN¿ms\m¶pw Rm³ ]dªnÃ... AÃ, \nsâ Ibnen... tM... A¸w
\m¯qsâ apshntS... AhnsS HW§m\nt«m... ag hcpIm... Bcm C¸w AsXSp¡m³
t]mtW..."
Rm\pw KoXbpw At\ym\yw t\m¡n. KoX tXmÀs¯Sp¯p ISn¨p ]nSn¨p.
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" Bcpw t]mI... AXv Hgp¡¯p t]mbn...." Rm³ ]dªp.
" Hgps¡mÅ tXm«nsed§n app ]dním\mcp ]dsªSm s]m«m... AsXms¡ ho«n
h¶n«p aXnbmcp¶ntÃ.... cpw IqsS Hcpan¨p t]mb¸tg F\níp tXm¶oXm... \Ã
H¶m´cw apmcp¶p.... tÈym... " AhÄ aq¡¯p hncÂ sh¨p.
" Ct{Xw Hgp¡¯p \n¶v F\níp ]cnNbeymcp¶p.... ap§nb¸w app ]dnªp t]mbXv
Rm\dnªnÃ.... " KoX A]cm[t_m[t¯msS ]dªp. s]§Ä XebnÂ Ibv sh¨v
BÀ¯p Nncn¨p.
" ]ns¶ F§t\ tXm«o¶v Itc tIdn H¸n¨p....?.. Fsâ tXhtc F\níp h¿... " AhÄ
]nt¶bpw Nncn¨p.
" \o F´p In«mSo... C{X InWnípt¶... Hc_²w ]Án.... t]m... KoX AI¯v t]m..."
F\níp tZjyw h¶p.
" Mm.. t]m... t]m. A½ ImW... \mWt¡SmIpw..."
KoX HmSn AI¯p Ibdn. s]§Ä Fsâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p \nÀ¯n. F¶n«p clky¯nÂ
tNmZn¨p.
" F¶mepw \mWantÃSm s\\¡v... ]«m¸Iev... AXpw tXm«nev sh¨v... Bsc¦nepw
Itmhm.... Fsâ tXhtc..." AhÄ XebnÂ Ibv sh¨p.
" F´p Itm¶v.... AXn\p R§fp thm¯sXm¶pw sNbvXnÃtÃm... Ahfp Ipfn¨p...
Rm\pw Ipfn¨p... AhsS app t]mbn. Rms\sâ Ibnen sImSp¯p... A{Xt¶y... "
Rm³ ]dªp.
" tM... At{XtÅm... Rm³ hnNmcn¨p......" s]§Ä aq¡¯p Ibv sh¨p ]dªp.
" \o hnNmcn¨p... Het¡sS aqSv... t]mSo acs¡mct§......" Rm³ AIt¯íp tIdn.
" \mbpsS hmep ]´ocmp sImÃw sImgenen«mepw....sImgte hfbs¯mÅq.
AsX\nín¸w a\Ênembn...." AhÄ s]mdps]mdp¡p¶Xp Rm³ tI«p.

KoX F\níp tNmdp hnf¼n¯¶p. Rm\hÄ¡p hmcns¡mSp¯p. NpÁpw t\m¡nbn«v
Ahsf\nípw hmcn¯¶p. A½bpw s]§fpw a\:]qdzw amdn¡fªXmsWs¶\níp
tXm¶n. R§tf X½nÂ tNÀ¡emWtÃm Ct¸mgt¯ AhcpsS Dt±iw. Fs´mcp \Ã
A½bpw s]§fpw, Rm³ a\ÊntemÀ¯p.
DuWpIgnªv KoX ]m{X§Ä FSp¯p shípt¼mÄ Rm³ Fsâ apdnbnteíp t]mbn.
A´co£¯nÂ NqSnÃ. XWp¯ ImÁp hoin¯pS§n. C¶p ag t\ct¯ s]¿p¶
e£WamWtÃm. shdptX tXm«nte kw`h§Ä HmÀ¯p InS¡ms\mcp kpJw. sNdnb
Hcp ab¡w Fsâ I®pItf IogS¡n.
" hmkq«m..." A½bpsS hnfn Ft¶ ab¡¯nÂ \n¶pWÀ¯n.
" F´mt½... Hd§m³ hcs«... \o Ct§ms«m¶p ht¶... " Rm³ sN¶p. A½bpw
s]§fpw KoXbpsS apdníp ap¼nÂ. KoX hmXnÂ¡Â. F\nsím¶pw a\ÊnembnÃ.
" F´mt½... F´m {]iv\w..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" {]ivt\m¶qey... \o IqsS km£n thWw... At{XÅq... ]ns¶ At½w s]§fpw IqsS
AsXSp¯p... CsXSp¯p ...Fs¶m¶pw ]db¯nÃtÃm..."
A½ ]dªpsImv KoXbpsS apdníIt¯íp Ibdn.
A½ NpÁn\pw H¶p t\m¡n, s]§fpw. AXp Ignª½ ]dªXv Ft¶ sR«n¨p.
" KotX... \n\¡v s]«ow _mKpw Hs¡ CtÃ..."
" Hv... sNdnb s]«ow.... HscbÀ _mKpw... "
" Mm... F¶m... \nsâ AXymhiy appapdn km[\§sfms¡ ASp¡n AXn\It¯íp
sht¨m..."
A½bpsS apJ¯p ]cn]qÀ® Kuchw. s]§fpw \Ã Acniw ]qp \nÂ¡p¶p.
" F´n\mt½..." KoX tNmZn¨p.
" C¸w... Cu \nanjw.... \o ChnSps¶d§Ww..." CSnapg¡w t]mse A½bpsS iÐw.
" C¸tgm... ChnSpt¶m... At½...Rm³..." KoX Ic¨nensâ h¡s¯¯n.
" Hc£cw anm... annbm... ASns¨d¡pw Rm³... FSp¡v... FÃmw FSp¡v...
AXymhiyw HÅsXms¡ _mKnem¡v.. _m¡nsbms¡ hen¨v shfoenSv... AXp
sI«ns¸mXnªv R§fs§¯nt¨mfmw...." A½ hnd¨psImp ]dªp.
" At½... A½ F´p h«m ...Cu ImWn¡pt¶..." Rm³ CSíp NmSn hoWp.
" \o annt¸mIÃv... annbm... \o taSn¡pw... C\nbnXv C§s\ apt¶m«p t]mIptIe...
\o amdn \n¶v Im aXn..."
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" At½.. Ahfv..."
" \nt¶mSm ]dtª ..hmbSím³.... \osbt´m t\m¡n \n¡phmSo...
hmcnsbSps¯mXp¡So...."
A½ s]§fpsS t\À¡p NmSnt¡dn. s]§Ä _msKSp¯v Xpd¶p ]nSn¨p. KoX Icªp
sImv XpWnIsfSp¯p _mKnÂ Ip¯n¯ncpIn. A½ ISphmsbt¸mse apdnípÅnÂ
At§m«pant§m«pw \S¶p. _mKpw Hcp sNdnb s]«nbpw \ndªp Ignªt¸mÄ A½
]dªp.
" aXn... C\n... Fd§v... Fd§m³..."
A½ s]§tf ]nSns¨mcp XÅp sImSp¯p. KoX t]Sn¨v Icªp sImv apdníp
]pd¯nd§n.
" Rm³ XpWn H¶p amdo«v..." KoX IcªpsImv tNmZn¨p.
" HÅ XpWnsbms¡ DSpt¯mv t]mbm aXn... _m¡n R§f§p sImp ht¶mfmw... "
" At½... A½sb´m Cu ImWnsítW... KoX FhnsSt¸mIm\m...?.." Rm³ klnsI«p
tNmZn¨p.
" AsX\nídnb... Ahs¡mcp sI«ntbms\mv... Ah³ Xocpam\nís«...
AhsfhnsSt¸mtWm¶v..... ChnSps¶d§Ww...At{X R§s¡mÅp..." A½ Ien
XpÅns¡mp ]dªp.
" AXp Xt¶..." s]§fpw ]dªp. A½ hmXneS¨p apdnbpsS HmSm¼en«p.
Fsâ càw Xnf¨p. F¶nte ]pcpj³ DWÀ¶p. Rm³ Cu ho«nÂ
A]am\nís¸«t]mse. F\nípw IqSn AhImis¸« Cu ho«nÂ \n¶v Rm³
XmensI«nb Fsâ `mcytb ASn¨nd¡m³ Chcmcv. F¦nesXm¶p ImWWasÃm.
A½bpw s]§fpambncnímw. F¦nepw AXncp IS¶mtem. a\pjysâ £atb
]co£n¨mtem. Rm³ ]dªp.
" Chsf§pw t]mIp¶nÃ...." Rm³ A½bpsS ap¶nÂ tIdn \n¶p ]dªp.
" F´m \o ]dtª...."
" AXp Xt¶ ...ChfnhnSp¶v ...F§pw t]mIp¶nÃm¶v..."
" AXp ]dbm³ \obmcm..." A½ IenXpÅn tNmZn¨p.
" AhfpsS Igp¯n Xmen sIt«ym³... `À¯mhv..."
" F¶p \o ]dªm t]mctÃm... \osb´p sN¿p¶q¶p IqSn R§¡dnbWw... AXnsâ
X´tbmSpw XÅtbmSpw R§¡p kam[m\w ]dtbXm..."
" BtcmSmtWepw ]dtªm... Chfo ho«nev Fsâ IqsS Xmaknípw..." Rm³ \n¶p
hnd¨p.
" Cu ho«nsehnsS.....? .." A½ AtX iÐ¯nÂ tNmZn¨p.
" Fsâ apdoev... F\nsímcp kz´w apdnsbmv... AsX\níhImis¸«Xm... Hcp¯cpw
At§m«p `cním³ hc...."
" At¿m... Ft¶s¨mÃn Bcpw ChnsS hg¡nS... Rs\sâ ho«ns¸mtímfmw... "
KoX Icªp sImssâ I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p.
" \o an... tIdnt¸mSo AI¯v.. Fsâ apdotem«p tIdm³... Bcm \nt¶
AXn\I¯q¶v Fd¡pt¶s¶m¶p ImWs«..."
Rm³ KoXtb Fsâ apdnbpsS hmXnÂ¡teív ]nSn¨v XÅn. FbÀ_mKpambn B ]mhw
`n¯nbnÂ sN¶nSn¨p.
" s\\¡t{Xw ss[cyw HtmSm.. At{Xw \o hfÀt¶m.." s]§Ä tNmZn¨p.
" B hfÀ¶p... C\n Bsc¦nepw apt¶m«p h¶m _tÔm¶pw Rm³ t\m¡ptIe...
tIdnt¸mSo AI v̄... "
Rm³ Aedn. KoX t]Sn¨v apdníI¯p Ibdn. A½bpw s]§fpw AÔmfn¨v hmbpw
s]mfn¨v \n¶p. Rm³ apdníIt¯íp tIdn hmXneS¨p IpÁnbn«p.
apdnbnÂ tIdnb Rm³ At§m«pant§m«pw \S¶p. Hcp Xocpam\hpanÃ.
A{]Xo£nXamb Hcp kw`hhnImkw.
" hmkq«m...... Rm³ ]td¶sXm¶p tI¡v... Rms\sâ ho«ns¸mtímfmw... F´n\m...
\n§fp X½nÂ..."
" AXp Rm\m Xocpam\nípt¶... C¸w \o Fsâ `mcybm... Rm³ ]dbp¶Xv \obpw
A\pkcnípw..."
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" Fsâ tZho... Fs´ms¡bm ChnsS \S¡pt¶... At¶ Rm\§p t]mbm
aXnbmcp¶p.... ChnSptÅmcpsS kvt\lw Im...Rm³ thsdm¶pw thm¶p sht¨....
AXn¸w sh\bmtbm... Fsâ tXhtc..." AhÄ Ccp¶p Icbm³ XpS§n.
" C\n \o IcbcpXv... Icªm \o Fsâ Ibv taSnípw... ]dtª¡mw... \ns¶
Icbn¸nímsX t\mt¡Xv Fsâ D¯chmZn¯m..."
" F¶p ]dªm... Cu ho«nte kam[m\w \in¸n¨n«v F\nív kt´mjním... \ap¡v ...
thsd FhnsSsb¦nepw t]mImw..." AhÄ Fsâ Ibv ]nSn¨p.
" A§s\ t]Sn¨v \½sft§m«pw t]mWnÃ... ChnsS Xs¶ Pohnípw... Rm\pw
HcmWmSo... thesbSp¡ms\mÅ BtcmKyw Cs¶\nsímv.... ]ns¶, tN«sâ
Iqs«§m\pw hoWpt]mbm... ]ns¶ \o Xs¶¯m³ ..." Fsâ iÐw H¶p hnd¨p.
" H¶pw ]td... Rms\´pw tIt«mfmw... shjanímncp¶m aXn ... Fsâ s]mt¶..."
Ahsft¶ ]nSn¨v I«nenencp¯n. R§Ä sI«n¸nSn¨v Iptdt\cw A§s\ Ccp¶p.
H¶n\pw Hcp cq]hpw In«p¶nÃ. A´co£w Ccp«n¯pS§nbXpw ag¡mdp tIdnbXpw
R§fdnªnÃ. F{Xt\cw A§ns\ Ccp¶p F¶pw R§Ät¡mÀ½bnÃ. \ncmew_cmb
CW¡nfnItft¸mse R§Ä At\ym\yw XgpInbncp¶p.
" Rm³ Im¸nbnt«mp hct«.."
" th... \nt¶ ASns¨d¡nb Cu ASp¡tf¶v... ]¨shÅw th..."
" ]ns¶´p sN¿m³ t]mIphm... " KoX AÔmfnt¸msS tNmZn¨p.
" t\m¡s«... BtemNn¡t«..."
At¸mÄ hmXnenÂ ap«p tI«p. Rm³ A\§nbnÃ.
" t]mbn hmXnep sXmd¡v... " KoX ]dªp.
" R³ sXmd¡¯nÃ. \o t]mbn t\m¡v..."
KoX t]mbn hmXnÂ Xpd¶p. t\m¡pt¼mÄ A½bpw s]§fpw. A½bpsS I¿nÂ cp
¥mÊnÂ NqSp ]d¡p¶ Im¸n. IaebpsS I¿nÂ Ft´m ]elmcw. AhÀ AI¯p
Ibdn taitaÂ FÃmw sh¨p, H¶pw anmsX Cd§nt¸mbn.
KoX sImXntbmsS ]elmc¯nepw ]ns¶ Fsâ apJt¯ípw amdnamdn t\m¡n. ]ns¶
Hcp IjWw FSp¯p.
" sXm«p t]mIcpXv...AhnSnSv..." AhÄ AXp XncnsI t¹Ánteín«p.
" F\níp shi¡p¶p..... Rm³ Xn¶m³ t]mIphm..."
" AXp sXmScpsX¶m ]dªXv... \nt¶ ASns¨d¡m³ t]mbhcp sIms¯¶¸w...
\mWanÃmsX..." Rm³ tZjys¸«p.
Aåt\cw AhÄ Nn´n¨p.
" hmkq«m.... "
" Mqw..."
" hmkq«m...Ct§m«p t\m¡ntb.... " AhÄ Fsâ XmSnbnÂ ]nSn¨p Xncn¨p.
" F´m¨m ]dªp sXmeív..."
F\nín¸w Hcp kwibw...?""
" F´p kwibw..."
" cpt]cpw IqsS \½tf kqbn¸m¡nbXtÃ¶v..."
" F´p kpbn¸m¡o¶v...?.."
" AÃ.. \mfnXp htc...Ft¶ FSo¶v t]mepw hnfním¯ A½ Fs¶ Cs¶s´ms¡bm
]dªXv...?.." KoX sXsÃmcmtemN\tbmsS tNmZn¨p.
" sicnbmWtÃm... AXp Rm\mtemNn¨nÃtÃm... Mqw..... F¦n... GXmbmepw Rms\m¶p
s]mds¯d§n t\m¡s«... Imcysa´msW¶dnbtWmtÃm..."
Rm³ sasÃ hmXnÂ Xpd¶p apdníp ]pd¯nd§n.
iÐapm¡msX Rm³ ASp¡fhmXnÂ¡Â sN¶p. AhnsS A½bpw aIfpw IqSn
Nncn¨v ckníp¶p.
" F¶mepw Fât½... Rm³ hnNmcn¨Xv Ah³ At½ XÃq¶mcp¶p...."
" t]ms«So... \½fn¸w F{X {]mhiyw CXp Xt¶ ]dªp...."
" F¶mepw HmÀ¡p¼w F\ní§v AXnibm...]q¨t]mencp¶h³... sIt«ymfpsS Imcyw
h¶¸w... "
" AX§\mSo... DÅnÂ kvt\tlms¦nÂ... GXp sIt«ym\pw FSp¯p NmSpw... "
" C¸w \½s¡mcp Imcyw a\Ênembn... cpw X½nÂ Cãm¶v.... F\níp t]Snbmcp\p...
tN«³ ImWn¨Xv a¯cmcpt¶m¶v...."
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" Ah\m apdo tId¯panÃ... Ahsfm«m apdos¶d§¯panÃ.... AXn\I¯p tIdnbm
]ns¶... AhfpsS a\Êns\¸gpw Hcp hn§semmIpw...A¸¸ns¶ CsXmcp hgntb
HÅmcp¶p.. GXmbmepw AtXÁp... _m¡nsbmsÅmcsS Hcp s]Sm¸mtS..." A½bpsS
s\SphoÀ¸v.
" AÃ... IeymWw Ign¸ním³ ZÃmfp thW¶v tI«ns«mv...CXn¸w... IeymWw Ignªpw
ZÃmfpamcp thW¶p sh¨m... A½ Ft¶¸nSn¨p XÅnb¸w... Fsâ Hcw B
`n¯ntbenSn¨Xp \Ã thZ\... BtcmSp ]dbm\m... Aht\m Ahtfm \½sS
Iã¸mSdos¶mtm..." s]§Ä kz´w NpaÂ Xncp½p¶p.
Fsâ s]§tfmsS\níp klXm]w tXm¶n. A½bpsS ImenÂ hogWsa¶pw tXm¶n.
" ab¯n...cp hÀ¯m\w ]dªv Ahtf AXn\I¯qs¶d¡n Ahsâ apdo hnSm\m
sN¶Xv....]dªp h¶¸w kwKXn BsI amdnt¸mbn..."
" F¶mepw A½... B ]mh¯nt\mSnt{Xw IbÀ¡mcp¶p.... AXn¸gpw Ccp¶p
ItcImcnípw..." s]§Ä ]dªp.
" kmcanÃ Ah\pw IqsSsbmtÃm... atÁ apdn sImtd \mft¯íp ]q«nbnSWw...
AhtS km[\w FÃmw Ahsâ apdote AeamcoÂ sImp híWw..." A½.
" Im¸n IpSn¨pImWpthm Ft´m... hminív sNe¸w Ah³ ]«nWn sIS¶pItfw... ]mhw
B KotXw IqsS shi¶ncnípw AXm Iãw... Ah³ Xn¶msX Ahfp Xn¶pthm..."
tN¨níp klXm]w.
" thsW¦n Xn¶s«... cm{XnbmIp¼w... tNmdpw sImp sht¨¡mw... AXn\I¯p
sIS¡s« cpw IqsS... t\cw shfp¯n«p sXmd¶m aXn..."
" A¸w ...AO³ hcp¼w F¶m ]tdw... " s]§Ä tNmZn¨p.
" AXp Rm³ t\m¡ntímfmw... GXmbmepw At§À¡nXv \Ã Hcp ]pInemcnípw... ..."
A½ Nncn¨p.
" ]pInep sImÅmw... Fsâ Hcw \ocp shíq¶m tXm¶pt¶...\Ã thZ\..."
s]§Ä ]dbp¶Xp tI«psImv iÐapm¡msX Rm³ Xncn¨p t]m¶p.
apdnbnse¯nbt¸mÄ KoX ]elmcw FSp¯p Xn¶p¶p, ]mhw. Ft¶¡bpS³
AhfXv t¹Ánen«p.
" th......Ignt¨m...KoX¡p«nív shi¡Wpmhpw... Im¸ow IpSnt¨m..."
Rm³ k½Xn¨p. AhÄ Hcp IjWsaSp v̄ Fsâ hmbnÂ sh¨p X¶p. cpNntbmsS
R§Ä cpt]cpw ]elmcw Xn¶p. XWp¯ Im¸nbpw IpSn¨p.
" KoX¡p«n ]dªXv sicnbmcp¶p.... At½w s]§fpw IqsS \nt¶ B
apdos¶d¡ms\mÅ Hcp thebmcp¶p.... Rms\mcp a³..." Rm³ kz´w XeíSn¨p.
" kmcey.... Fsâ hmkpth«s\t¶mSnt{Xw kvt\tlms¶v F\nín¸gm a\Ênemtb...
F\níp tho«v.. kz´w At½mSpw s]§tfmSpw hg¡nSm³ htc... Fsâ s]m¶p
hmkpth«³....." Ahsfsâ apJw ]nSn¨p Xmgv¯n Hcp NpSpNpw_\w Fsâ
IhnfneÀ¸n¨p.
" hmkpth«s\s¶´n\m hnfnípt¶...." Rm\m apJw ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n tNmZn¨p.
" F\nín\n hmkq«m¶p hnfním³ ]Á¯nÃ.... Cs¶mÁ Znhkw sImv ....A{Xív Fsâ
Ip«³ hepXmbnt¸mbn..."
" F´p thtWepw hnfnt¨m... sl¶mepw Rm\½tbmSv....Fs´ms¡bm ]dtª...
F\níp {`m´mcp¶p..." Fsâ I®p \ndªp t]mbn.
" kmcey... Fsâ tam³ AdntªmÃtÃm... Fsâ hmkpth«\p tho«v.. Rm³
...At½tSw s]§tSw Imte hotWmfmw.... F\nsímcp aSoanÃ... F\níp thnbtÃ...
Fsâ Ip«³ AhtcmSp hg¡n«Xv..."
" th... \o hoWXpsImv ImcymhqÃ.... Rm³ Xs¶ am¸p ]dbWw...CtÃÂ F\níp
kam[m\w In«nÃ..."
" Fsâ tam³ shjanímsXt¶..." Ahsfsâ NppIfnÂ hopw Hcp NpSpNpw_\w
X¶p. kam[m\¯nsâ B BtÇjWw F{X t\cw \op \n¶p F¶dnªp IqSm.
apÁ¯p \n¶pw AOsâ iÐw tI«mWp R§Ä thÀs]«Xv. Fsâ apdnbnÂ \n¶pw
apÁw ImWmw. AOsâ IqsS KtWi\pw Ds¶p tXm¶n. ]t£ Ah³ apÁ¯p
tIdmsX AOt\ hn«n«p Xncn¨p t]mbn.
" Bcm...AOsâ IqsS h¶Xv..." KoX tNmZn¨p.
" KtWi\m...t]mbn.... Fsâ tXhtc... A½ AOt\mSp ]dbpw.. Rms\§s\ AOsâ
apJ¯p t\m¡pw...."
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" kmcansÃt¶...AOs\m¶pw tXm¶qÃ..."
R§Ä hopw I«nenÂ At\ym\yw sI«n¸nSn¨ncp¶p. B Ccp¸ns\mcp
kpJapmbncp¶p. cnW¡nfnItft¸mse, CSínSív sIm¡pcp½n, XgpIn At\ym\yw
Bizkn¸n¨psImv R§Ä AhnsS Ccp¶p.
Iptd¡gnªt¸mÄ hmXnenÂ ap«p tI«p. Rm³ hmXnÂ Xpd¶p. Bsc¦nepw tNmdpambn
hcnIbmsW¶mWp Rm³ hnNmcn¨Xv. Iaebmbncp¶p, ]t£ I¿nsem¶panÃmbncp¶p.
KoX I«nenÂ \ns¶gpt¶Áp apJw Ip\n¨p \n¶p. H¶pw anmsX ]m{X§sfSp v̄
AhÄ Xncnªp \S¶p. Rm³ hnfn¨p.
" Iate...."
" Mqw... F´p thWw... s\\¡p R§tf XÃtWm..." AhÄ Xncnªp \n¶p
Kucht¯mSp IqSn tNmZn¨p. Fsâ \nb{´Ww hn«p t]mbn. KZvKZ¯nsâ iÐ¯nÂ
Rm³ tZjys¸«p.
" t^mSo acs¡mct§... ChnsS hmSo..." AhÄ kwibt¯mSp IqSn Fsâ ASp¯p
h¶p. Rm³ AhfpsS cp Npaenepw sasÃ ]nSns¨sâ t\tc \nÀ¯n. AhÄ "iv..lm"
Fs¶mcp iÐw ]pds¸Sphn¨p. AhfpsS NpaÂ s\m´p ImWpw.
" s\sâ... Hc¯ns\m¯ncn thZ\sbmtmSo..."
Fsâ iÐ¯nÂ ktlmZckvt\l¯nsâbpw A]cm[t_m[¯nsâbpw
[z\nbpmbncp¶p. Fsâ I®nÂ t\m¡n hnizmkw hcm¯ t]mse AhÄ
Npaenencp¶ Is¿Sp¯p amÁn. ]ns¶ ]m{X§Ä tai¸pd¯p sh¨p. ]ns¶ Ip\nªp
\nÂ¡p¶ KoXbpsS ASp¯p sN¶p XmSnbnÂ ]nSn¨p apJapbÀ¯n. B I®pIÄ
\ndbp¶pmbncp¶p.
" A¸w cn\pw ]nSnIn«n AtÃ.... s]m«\msW¦nepw _p²nsbmv....AÃ... CXmcm
Ip]nSnt¨...?.."
" Iate.... "
" F´m... Fsâ s]m¶p \m¯qt\...." s]§Ä IpkrXntbmsS hnfntI«p.
" hmkpth«³ ]mhm... At¶cw... Adnbmv... F\níp thnbmsWt¶mÀ¡p¼w......
Rm³ IatesS Imep ]nSnímw... hmkpth«t\mSp tZjyw tXm¶cpXv...." KoX s]§fpsS
Imep ]nSním³ thn Ip\nªp. s]§Ä XSªp.
" tM... CsX´p Iq¯m.... F¶m ]Án cn\pw... At½.. At½... Ht¶mSn ht¶.. Hcp
]pInep ImWsW¦n... " s]§Ä A½tb hnfn¨p. I¿nsemcp Xhnbpambn A½ HmSn
h¶p hmXnÂ¡Â h¶p. Rm³ s]s«¶v A½bpsS ImenÂ sXm«p hµn¨p.
" At½... Rm³..." F\níp hm¡pIÄ In«nbnÃ.
" F´p ]ÁnsbSo..." A½ s]s«s¶m¶Ômfn¨p.
" cn\pw ]nSnIn«nbt½... C¸w tZs cpw IqsS \½sS Imep ]nSníphm..." s]§Ä
Nncn¨psImp ]dªp.
" F¶mepw sIt«ymsf H¶p ]dª¸w Ahsâ Nm«w...Mqw.... " A½ ]dªp. KoX DSt\
sN¶v A½bpsS ImenÂ sXm«p.
" At½... hmkpth«t\ H¶pw ]dbtÃ... hmkpth«³ ]mhm... F\níp thnbm..
AÃmsX At½msSmcp tZtjymey..."
A½ Ahsf ]nSn¨p t\sc \nÀ¯n F¶n«v IbvNqns¡mp ]dªp.
" C\n B apdoev \o tIdtWm¦n BZyw \o {]khníWw... CtÃ \o Fsâ X\n
kz`mhadow..." A½ Xncnªp \S¶p.
KoX Xcn¨p \n¶p t]mbn. k¦Shpw kt´mjhpw \mWhpw IqSn B apJt¯ Nph¸p
Iq«n. \mWw sImhfpsS Xe Ip\nªp t]mbn. F\nípw hm¡p ap«n.
" tIt«mSm... s]m«m... \nt¶mSpw IqSnbm... ]dtª.... \mWw sI«msW¦nepw
At½s¡mv C\n CXv ]dbm\nSbm¡Ãv... " AhÄ ]m{XsaSp v̄ t]mIm\nd§n.
" \o \nÃv... ChnSncn... Rm³ _mw ]pc«n NqSp sh¨p Xcmw... " Rm³ Iaetb ]nSn¨v
I«nenÂ Ccp¯n. ]t£ Ahsfgpt¶Áp sImv ]dªp.
" Xncp½n¯cWw.. C¸wth... F\nív ASp¡tfen¯ncn ]Wov... AO³ h¶p...
A¯mgw Ignt¨¨p aXn... \n§¡p tNmdnt§m«p thtWm.. AtXm..."
" th... R§fpw hcpIm..."
KoXbpw s]§fpsS IqsS Cd§n. Rm³ AhnsS Xcn¨ncp¶p. A½ AOt\mSp
]dsª¦nÂ, F¶ t]Snbmbncp¶p a\ÊnÂ.
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GXmbmepw AO³ H¶pw ]dªnÃ. km[mcWt]mse DuWpw Ignªv cp t]cpw
InS¡m³ t]mbn. Iae sIm¨nt\ Dd¡o«v h¶t¸mÄ Rm³ _mw ]pc«n KoX NqSp
sh¨p. R§Ä apdnbnÂ h¶p. Hcp Bizmkt¯msS cpt]cpw s\SphoÀ¸n«p.
Rm³ IXISíms\mcp§nbt¸mÄ hmXp¡Â s]§Ä I¿nsemcp ¥mÊv ]mepambn.
" \m¯q³... AÃ aWhm«ns¸®nt§m«nd§n ht¶... " AhÄ hnfn¨p. KoX
sXsÃmc¼ct¸msSbpw F¶mÂ \mWn¨pw, shfnbnteínd§n. s]§Ä B ¥mkv
AhfpsS I¿nÂ sImSp¯n«p ]dªp.
" Hdsbmgním³ hm§nb¸w Rm\n¯ncn IqSpXep hm§oXm.... C\n ]menÃmªn«v...
BZycm{Xnív a[pcw sImdsª¶p th.....]ns¶ Hcp Imcyw... Ignª
sZhkt¯t¸mse CXpw ]ncn¨p Iftª¡Ãv... tIt«mSm..."
" sI«p Ignªn«v sZhkw ]¯p Ignªp... C¸fm AhfpsS ..HcmZycm{Xn...." Rm³
Ahtf Ifnbm¡m³ thn ]dªXmbncp¶p. ]t£ AhÄ Xncn¨Sn¨p.
" Rms\sâ I®psImv IXnsâ _m¡n sNbvXp... AÃm.... C\nsb§m\pw...
R§fdnbmsX cpt]cpw IqsS ...t\cs¯sb§m\pw...a[phn[p
BtLmjn¨ns«mtm¶v BÀ¡dnbmw..."
F¶n«v AhÄ KoXsb t\m¡n. AdnbmsX KoXbpsS apJw hnfdn. AXpI s]§Ä
]dªp.
" Fsâ \m¯q³ shjaní.... Rm³ shdptX ]dªXm.....Cu s]m«\Xns\mÅ
{]m]vXnsbm¶qsÃ¶v F\nídnbmw.... Mm.. F¶m...NqSmdmsX ]mepw IpSnt¨mv sIS¡v..
B IXIpw P\epw AS¨p IpÁnbnt«¡Ww....atgsS Fc¸p tI¡ps¶mv..."
AhÄ KoXbpsS Ihnfs¯m¶p XgpIn Nncn¨psImv AhfpsS apdnbnteíp t]mbn.
KoX Fsâ t\sc H¶p t\m¡n.]ns¶ \mWn¨v apdníIt¯íp tIdms\mcp§n H¶p
i¦n¨p. ]ns¶ heXp ImÂ sh¨v apdníIt¯íp tIdn. B \mWw Issâ DÅnÂ
Ipfncp tImcn. Hcp \hh[phnsâ FÃm `mhhpw B apJ¯pv... apÃ¸qamebnÃ,
BSbm`cW§fnÃ.. F¦nepw Fsâ KoX Ct¸mÄ GÁhpw kpµcnbmbns«\níp tXm¶n.
]mÂ ¥msksâ t\sc \o«pt¼mÄ B apJw Ip\nªncp¶p. Rm³ AXp hm§msX
hmXnepw P\epIfpw AS¨p IpÁnbn«p. ]ns¶ Xncn¨p h¶v ¥mtkmsS B I¿nÂ ]nSn¨p
I«nenÂ Ccp¯n Rm\pw IqsSbncp¶p.
" s]§fp ]dªXp tIt«m..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Mqw... hmkpth«³ shdptX hSn sImSp¯Sn hm§n¨p... Rm\§p `b¶pt]mbn....
\½sS A¶t¯ Imcy§fp htÃmw... AdnbmsX Rm\§p N½nt¸mbn..."
" AXp t]ms«... A½ ]dªXpw tI«tÃm..."
" Mqw... "
" F¦n]ns¶ kabw IfbmsX ]mep IpSnív..."
" At¿m Rm\Ã... ChnsSbm.. BZyw IpSntít.... " AhÄ ¥msksâ t\sc \o«n.
" Hm... KotXsS HcmZycm{Xn IgnªXpsImv...FÃmw AdnbmsÃm AtÃ..."
s]s«¶hÄ apJapbÀ¯n Fsâ t\tc t\m¡n. B apJs¯mcp hm«w. sO,
AcpXm¯Xp ]dªt]mse Rm³ hncÂ ISn¨p.
" Rm\n¸gpw cmw sI«pImcnbmsW¶m... hmkpth«sâ......" CSdnb iÐ¯nÂ B
hm¡pIÄ XpScm³ Rm³ k½Xn¨nÃ. Rm\m hm s]m¯n.
" Rms\mcp s]m«\msW¶p Fsâ KoX¡p«nídnb¯ntÃ... £anív... C\n.... CXpt]mse
H¶pw ]db¯nÃ..." B I®nÂ Dudnh¶ Hcp Pe_nµp Rm³ XpS¨pamÁn.
At¸mtgípw henb Hcnc¼temsS ag XpS§n.
" Itm... F¸gpw \½sS kt´mj¯n\p agsbmv... ]men§p Xm..." Rm³ ¥mkp
hm§n Ipd¨p IpSn¨p ]ns¶ AXhÄ¡p sImSp¯p. _m¡n AhfXp apgph\pw IpSn¨p.
Rm³ ¥mÊp hm§n I«nensâ Iosg sh¨p. At¸mgm NpnÂ ]mÂ¯pÅnIÄ CÁp
\nÂ¡p¶p.
" NptÂ ]mencníp¶p...." Rm³ ]dªp. AhfXp XpSím³ I¿pbÀ¯nbt¸mÄ Rm³
XSªp. ]ns¶ Rm³ Fsâ NppsImv B ]mÂ H¸nsbSp¯p. ]ns¶ B NppIÄ
H¶p \pWªp. cpt]cptSbpw ]mensâ Nphbpw a[pchpw At\ym\yw IeÀ¶p.
\op \n¶ Hcp Npw_\w Ignªt¸mÄ hopw B apJw XmWp.
" C¸w ]mepw tX\pw Rm³ IpSn¨p..... CsX´m...Ct¸mÄ ]XnhnÃmsX Hcp \mWw..."
" B, F\nídnb¯nÃ.... Fsâ tZlw BsI shdíp¶p...BsIsbmc¼c¸v..." Ahsfsâ
s\©nteíp Nmcn. Rm³ B apSnbngIfnÂ XgpIn.
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" F´n\m..A¼c¡pt¶...." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Ct{Xw kvt\lw BZymbn«m F\níp In«pt¶...sNe¸w....AtXmmcnípw..."
AhÄ sasÃ ]dªpsImssâ amdnÂ apJw ]qgv¯n. Infn¨p XpS§nb Fsâ amdt¯
tcma§fnÂ hnctemSn¨psImv AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" Ft¶ C§s\ F¶pw kvt\ln¡pthm..."
" F´m kwibw.... Fsâ KoX¡p«ntb BZyw Cu ho«nÂ It]mse Xs¶bm...
F\nín¸gpw.. AtX ]pXptamSn Xt¶..."
" Fsâ hmkpth«³ F{X \Ãh\m...." AhÄ Fsâ apJw Xmgv¯n hopw Fsâ
NpnÂ Npw_n¨p.
" \ap¡½ ]dªX\pkcnít...." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" F¦nÂ sseÁp sISp¯v..." AhÄ a{´n¨p.
" C¸w th... BZyw Rms\sâ kpµcn¡p«ntb \tÃmWw H¶p ImWs«..."
" Hm.. CXphtc..ImWm¯t]mse..." AhÄ ]cn`hn¨p.
" CÃtÃm... CtXhtc IsXms¡ kn\ntasS s{Sbnedp t]mse... Hcntí.... At«sS IqsS
Hcp Xmac¸q Ip...As¶\níSow In«n...."
" Hm... H¶p..t]m... AtXmÀ¡p¼w F\nín¶pw k¦Sm... \ÃXp sNbvX¸w Rm³ XÃn
t\mhn¨p... AÃ...., Ipcp¯t¡Snsâ in£bmbn«p Iq«nbm aXn... I¿nSmhps¶Ss¯ms¡
]nSn¨ntÃ... At¶ Xt¶... H¶pw _m¡nbnÃ ImWm³...." Ahsfsâ aq¡nÂ ]nSn¨p
hen¨p. ag XIÀ¯p s]¿m³ XpS§n.
" Mm.. ]nt¶.... Hfn¨psIS¶v ]m«pw Um³kpw...Ip...]ns¶ t]Sn¨v t]Sn¨v... Hcp
]mh¯nt\... Ip\n¨p \nÀ¯n...IqXoeSn¨v t{Zmlníp¶Xp Ip. AXpw Ignªv.... Hcp
Iq«pImcoambn«v ISntIdnsbSw X½nev Hcíp¶Xp Ip... AXpw Hfn¨v ]¸mXntb
IsmÅp... AhsS kmam\¯n\¶p \Ã hmkt\mcpt¶m....?.."
" At¿m....H¶p aXn \nÀ v̄... Fsâ sXmen Dcnbp¶p... Hmcps¶¦nÂ Rm\tÃ
kln¨Xv...." \mWhpw ]cn`hhpw aq¯v Ahsfsâ N¦nenSn¨p.
" \nÃv... sXmen Dcnbm³ thtd km[\w Xcmw.... ]dªp Ignbs«.... ]ns¶ F¸gm... Mm...
s_ÂÁpsImv XÃpwsImv Ictªmv... sIS¡p¶ Hcp ]mhw s]s¦m¨v... AXnsâ
]dbm¼mSnÃm¯nSs¯Ãmw ASosS ]mSmcp¶p... AhsS At¶cw t\m¡m³ ]Ápthm...
]ns¶ ItXm as®®shf¡ntâw ASp¸nte XobptSw sh«¯nev... CXnÂ F¸gm..
apgpht\mtS Fsâ Cu s]®nt\ Rm³ Ins«mÅXv..]d..." Rm\m IhnfnÂ
XgpIns¡mv tNmZn¨p.
" Npcp¡¯nÂ C¸w...Ft¶ XpWnbpcn¨v sh«¯p \nÀ¯Ww ...At{XtÃ HÅq...
AX§p t\tc ]dªm t]mtc... GXp t]mknep thtWepw Cu Rm³ \n¶p
XcptIte...."
" AXp Xt¶..."
" F¦nÂ Rm³ XpWnbgní¯nÃ...F\nín¶v A{Xíp \mWm... Fsâ Ibv shdíp¶p...."
" AXn\p hgnsbmm¡mw...tamsfgpt¶tÁ..."
Rm\htf GSp¯v tai¸pd¯ncp¯n. ]ns¶ Rm³ I«nenÂ Ccp¶v Hcp Nn{Xw
BkzZníp¶Xp t]mse Xncnªpw adnªpw t\m¡n.
]ns¶ ASp¯p sN¶v B apJapbÀ¯n B s\Ánbnepw Ihnf¯pw I®pIfnepw,
NppIfnepw XmSnbnepw FÃmw sXcpsXsc Npw_n¨p.
" Fsâ Ip«m... "
AhÄ a{´n¨psImv Fsâ apnÂ Ip¯nÂ ]nSn¨gn¨p. Fsâ XpWn Agnªp Xmsg
hoWp. ]cn]qÀ®\á\mbn Rm³ Fsâ s]®nsâ ap¼nÂ DbÀ¶phcp¶ Ip®bpambn
\n¶p. Ah\hfpsS aSnbnÂ InS¶p sh«n. Ahfht\ I¿nseSp v̄ Xmtemením³
XpS§n.
" sXmenbpcníms\mÅ km[\w tZs....... DcníptIm Xn¶ptIm F´p thtWepw
sNbvtXm... " AhÄ Ahsâ sXmenbpcn¨v ckním³ XpS§n.
" Fs´mcp Xebm Cu sIm¨pIp«sâ... X¡mfn¸gw t]msemv... Fs´mcp an\pkw...
sImXnshtÅmw hcp¶p... Rm³ hebphtÃm.. Fsâ Ip«m.."
AhÄ ]ndp]ndp¡m³ XpS§n.
D½shíp¶Xn\nSbnÂ Rm³ kmcnXps¼Sp¯v Xmsgbn«p. B amÀ_nÄIpS§Ä
»ukn\I¯p \n¶pw apIfntesí¯nt\m¡n. Rm³ »uknsâ lp¡pIÄ X¸n.
F\níp In«msX h¶t¸mÄ HcpIbv Ip®bnÂ ]nSn¨p sImv atÁIbv sImv AhÄ
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»uknsâ lp¡pIsfSp¯p. I¿pbÀ¯n »ukqcnbt¸mÄ B I£¯nte ]p¯³
hnbÀ¸nsâ aZKÔw Fsâ kncIfnteíp Ibdn. kabw IfbmsX Rm³ B
I£¯nteíp apJw ap«n¨p. Aåw hnbÀt¸ Dmbncp¶pÅp F¦nepw DÅXp IfbmsX
Rm³ Fsâ \mhhnsS ap«n¨p. tcma§Ä Iq«n Rm³ \¡n B sNdnb
D¸pck¯ns\s´mcp hiyiàn. aq¡pamÁm³ tXm¶p¶nÃ. amdnamdn Rm\m hnbÀ¸p
{LmWn¨mkzZn¨p. AhfpsS aq¡n³Xp¼¯pw taÂ¨pnepw At¸mÄ hnbÀ¸p
s]mSn¨p. kpcXk¶²bmIm³ XbmsdSp¡p¶ s]®nsâ At¸mgt¯ hnbÀ¸nsâ
elcn BWnsâ kncItf D·¯am¡pw. B D·¯X Fsâ XeíSn¨p. AhfpsS
I¿nencníp¶ Ip® sh«n hnd¨p. ]pdIp hi¯p I¿n«v Rm³ {_mbpsS lp¡pIfqcn.
_Ô\¯nÂ \n¶pw tamNnXcmb B Hma\apeIÄ Bizmkt¯msS H¶p IpWp§n.
]ns¶, IÃ¨p hcp¶ HÁ¡®pIÄ sImv Ft¶mSv sI©n, H¶p Xmtemeníq F¶v.
\áamb B Igp¯nÂ Xmename am{Xw. AXnsâ Xmen B ape¡pS§fpsS CSbnÂ
InS¶p sRcp§n. \Ã agbpÅ XWp¸nepw B shfp¯ Igp¯nÂ hnbÀ¸nsâ \\thm.
Fsâ Npw_\§Ä FÃmw I®S¨v hndíp¶, ]mXn hnSÀ¶p aeÀ¶ NppIfpambn
GÁphm§pt¼mgpw AhÄ IpdpIn.
" Mqw..Mqw... Fsâ Ip«m.... "
Rm\åw Ip\nªn«v AhfpsS \ndamdpIfnÂ Npw_ním³ XpS§n. Idp¯
ape¯S§fnÂ hnImc¯nsâ Ipcp¡Ä s]m«napf¨p I«nbmIm³ XpS§n. AhÄ cp
apeIfpw IbvIfnÂ Xm§n Fsâ NptmSSp¸n¨p. AXnsem¶p Rm³ hen¨p
IpSním\pw atÁXnÂ XgpIm\pw XpS§n. dºÀ hen¨p hnSp¶Xp t]mse Rm\m
ape¡®pIÄ ]nSn¨p hen¨p hn«p ckn¨p. AXp cpw tImÀ¡pt]mse I«n]nSn¨p. B
sh×peIfpsS an\pk¯nÂ Rms\sâ IhnfpIfpc¨p ckn¨p. ]Xps¡ Ahtb
aÀ±n¨t¸mÄ AhÄ IpdpIn.
" sR¡ns¸m«nív... IpSn¨p XoÀs¡sâ Ip«m... F´n\m Xmaknípt¶... \as¡s´¦nepw
sXmS§mw..."
" Fsâ tamÄs¡´m tht...."
" F\níhnsS sNmdnbps¶Sm tamt\... "
AhÄ NmSnsbgpt¶Áp t\tc \n¶p. kmcn¡p¯gn¨p. AXp ImÂ¨ph«nÂ Npcpp
hoWp. ]mhmSbpsS sI«gn¨p. AXpw ImÂ¨ph«nÂ hoWp.. Hcp sh®¡Â {]Xna
t]mse I®S¨v \n¶v Fsâ emf\IfnÂ kpJníp¶ AhfpsS amd¯p IqSn Fsâ
NppIÄ Xmtgíngªp. B ]p¡nÄXSmI¯nÂ Rms\sâ aq¡n«pc¨p.
" Fsâ hmkq«m... " apeItf Xs¶¯m³ XgpIns¡mhÄ hnfn¨p.
" F´msâ KoX¡p«o... "
" F\níp hs¿sâ hmkp¡p«m... lpw..lpw..lpw... sXmS§v... Fs´¦nepw Ft¶
sN¿v...tamt\.." AhÄ ]pfªpsImv \n¶p NnWp§n.
]qS hfÀ¶ B {XntImW¯nÂ Fsâ aqs¡¯nbt¸mÄ ]qÀ¯S¯nsâ
a¯p]nSn¸níp¶ ]p¯³ aWw. tcma§Ä¡nSbneqsS Xmtgíp \op XpSIÄ¡nSbnÂ
A{]Xy£amIp¶ B NmenÂ Rm³ hnctemSn¨p. C¡nfnsImssâ s]®p ]pfªp.
" \nsâ Is´´ntbSo s]t®..?......" Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Ahfp \mWns¨mfn¨ncníphm...."
" FhnsS..?..."
" Fsâ tam³ X¸nt\m¡v..." AhÄ ]dªp.
Rm\m Nmsem¶p ]nfÀ¯n t\m¡n. At¸mÄ B I´pdmWnbpsS apIÄ`mKw Ip.
Rm\XnÂ hncen«pc¨p.
" lm...AXnt\ hen¨p ]pd¯nsSsâ Ip«m..."
" th.. tamtf.. Ahfp Xmt\ ]pd¯p NmSpw t\m¡ntím..."
Rm³ KoXbpsS Hcp ImseSp¯v Itkcbnteíp s]m¡n sh¨p. At¸mÄ ]mXn hncnª
tKmX¼p\ndapÅ Hcp Xmacsam«pt]mse B acXI¸qdp hnSÀ¶p\n¶p. AXnsâ ]p¯³
kpKÔw Rm³ aq¡nteíp hen¨p tIÁn. F\níp {`m´p ]nSním³ XpS§n, Ima{`m´v.
Rm\Xnsâ CXfpIÄ hnSÀ¯n t\m¡n. At¸mÄ Hen¨nd§nb ]p¯³ tX\nsâ
H«n¸nSn¨ \qepIÄ henªp \n¶p Xnf§n.
Rms\sâ \m¡nsâ AÁw B hnfdnb Nph¶ \nd¯nÂ B\s¨hnt]mse Rm¶p
InS¶ AI¨ppIfnsem¶nÂ ap«n¨t¸mtgípw AXnÂ \n¶pw NqSp tX³ Ipgs¼sâ
\mhntesímen¨nd§n. Rm³ hmg¨pnÂ \n¶pw tXs\Sp¡p¶t]mte B
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]qÀ¨ppIÄ¡nSbnÂ \n¶pw hen¨o¼n. heníp¶Xn\nSív AXnÂ \n¶pw ]p¯³
tX\qdns¡mncp¶p.
" IpSnsbsâ s]m¶p tamt\... hen¨p IpSnív. \¡n¡pSnív.... It´Â \s¡sâ s]m¶p
tamt\...."
" \¡msaSo... Ahsfgpt¶Áp hcs«..."
]dªp XoÀ¶nÃ IpS \nhcp¶Xp t]mse Fsâ KoX¡p«nbpsS hcní¨¡¨pf¡´v
Xe s]m¡n. Rm\Xnsem¶p \¡n.
iv..iv..iv... Fs¶mcp iÐw KoXbnÂ \n¶pw ]pds¸«p. ImÂ s]m¡n sh¨hÄ \n¶p
]pfªmSn.
" I´p hen¨p IpSnsísâ hmkpth«m..."
apeIfnÂ ]nSn¨p sRcn¨ncp¶ IbvIÄ Fsâ Xe]nSn¨hfpsS Ih¡nSbnteíaÀ¯n.
Acbn©p \ofapÅ ]qÀ tcma§fpÄ¸sS Rm\m I´p \¡n, hen¨p IpSn¨p. NppIÄ
sImp hen¨p \o«n. Hcp IbvsImv AXnsâ sXmen Rm³ tatem«p sX¶n¨m h³
]bdpaWnbnÂ \¡n.
" Fsâ tXhtc... Fsâ IhsítS Xo ]nSníp¶ t]mse hcps¶Sm...tamt\... AsX´p
]WnbmSm tamt\ \obn¸¡mWnípt¶...."
AhÄ hnfn¨p ]dbm³ XpS§n. ItkcbnÂ sh¨ncp¶ ImehÄ iànbmbn B«m³
XpS§n. AhfpsS ]qdnsâ DÅnÂ Rc¼pIÄ sh«ns¯dním³ XpS§n. AhnsSbmsI
Hcp sh«epw henbepw. Fsâ apJ¯p IqSn AhfpsS ]qdnse tX\pdh HgpIm³
XpS§n. AhnSamsI hgphgp¡Â sImp sX¶ns¯dn¨p. Fsâ Xe]nSn¨v AcIÃnÂ
apfIcíp¶Xp t]mse B Ipgª ]qÁnen«hfpc¨p. \m¡psImv BImhp¶
iànbnÂ Rm\m ]qÁnemsI \¡n¯pS¨p. Fs´mcp¸pckw. Fs´mcp aZKÔw.
sN¼I¸qhnsâ \dpaW¯nÂ Aåw aq{Xw IeÀ¶ t]mse. CSíp Rm³ B hnSÀ¶
Ze§Ä ISn¨p hen¨p. B I´n\p amÀ±htadn. ]ibnÂ Ipg¨ ]ªn¯ppt]mse
AXn\p amÀ±htadn Nph¶p XpSp¯p hepXmbn. AXnsesâ \m¡p sXmSp¶ Hmtcm
kv]Ài\¯nepw AhÄ \n¶p sR«n.
" F\níp hcpw... hmkq«m... F\n...íp... h...cp...t¶bv.... Fsâ tam..t\.... Fsâ .....It´...
ISn¨p....Xns¶..sâ...Ip...«m...."
AhfpsS Acs¡«p sam¯w tIm¨n heníp¶Xp t]mse. Ahft§m«pant§m«pw H¶p
sh«n. Fsâ Xe XpWns¡«aÀ¯n¸nSníp¶Xp t]mse iànbmbn B
Ih¡nSbnteíhfaÀ¯n¸nSn¨p. IbvIÄ ]pdInteín«v Rm\m h³ IpS¡pnIfnÂ
sI«n¸nSn¨p, AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨p sR¡ns¡mSp¯p. Fsâ Npv `mKy¯n\m I´nÂ In«n.
Rm\Xp iànbmbn hmbnteíp hen¨p sh¨v \m¡psImp \¡n.
" Du..Du..Du..Du.Du.. Fsâ... s]m..¶p...tam...t\.....Hm...Hm....Hm..."
Acs¡«p sam¯w sh«n¨psImv hnd¨p hnd¨hÄ XpSsc¯pSsc \n¶p sR«n. Hmtcm
sR«epw Fsâ apJ¯aÀ¶ncníp¶ Xo¸qdnÂ F\nídnbmambncp¶p. AhÄ
\nivOebmbncps¶¦nepw AhfpsS IhbnSp¡nte hnImctI{Z¯nÂ \n¶pw
A\nb{XnXambpbcp¶ cXnaqÀObpsS Aánkv^penwK§Ä Ahtf sam¯w
C«peípIbmbncp¶p. ]qdnsâ AKm[XbnÂ \n¶pbcp¶ hnImc¯nsâ AántKmf§Ä
A£cmÀ°¯nÂ Ahtf AhfdnbmsX sR«nípIbmbncp¶p. apebq«p¶ ape¡®nÂ
\n¶pw sR¡pt¼mÄ ]mÂ NoÁp¶Xp t]mse Hmtcm sR«en\pw ]p¯³ emhm
{]hmlw NqtSmsS Fsâ hmbnepw apJ¯pw NoÁns¯dn¨p.
F\níp izmkw ap«nsb¦nepw AhfpsS hnImcaqÀ¨ Rm³ sicnípw BkzZn¨p. Hcp
an\n«p t\ct¯ sh«en\p tijw AhfpsS Ibv Abªp. F¶n«pw Rm\m I´nÂ
\pWªp\¡ns¡mncp¶p. At¸msgms¡ AhÄ \n¶p sRfn]ncnsImp. ]ns¶
]ns¶ C¡nfnsIms¶ t]mse \¡pt¼mÄ AhÄ Ip\nbm\pw Npfp§m\pw XpS§n.
]ns¶ Ahsfsâ Xe Ac¡q«nÂ \n¶pw FSp¯p amÁn. ASªncp¶ I®pIÄ
Xpd¶p. F¶n«p t\sc \n¶v izmksaSp¯p. ]ns¶ ItkcbnÂ \n¶pw ImseSp¯p
Itkcbnteíncp¶p. F¶n«v taibnteíp Xe Nmbn¨p InS¶p InX¨p.
Rms\gpt¶Áv ItkcbpsS ]pdInÂ t]mbn \n¶p. Agnªpeª B apSns¡s«mXp¡n
incÊnÂ XtemSns¡mncp¶p.
A©p an\ns«¦nepw Ahfm Ccp¸ncp¶p ImWpw. ]ns¶ Fgpt¶Áv Fsâ t\tc
Xncnªp \n¶p. NmSn Ft¶ iànbmbn sI«n¸nSn¨p. F\níp izmkw ap«p¶ Xc¯nÂ
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Hcmthit¯msS Fs¶ sI«n¸nSn¨p. Fsâ I®nepw Ihnfnepw Ahfp½IÄ
sNmcnªp. Fsâ Ip® AhfpsS hbdnÂ Ip¯n sRcp§n.
" F´m tamtf..."
Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Mqw... Fsâ s]m¶p hmkq«m... Fsâ ]p¶p Ip«m... ..." AhÄ ]pe¼ns¡mncp¶p.
" F´p ]Án KoX¡p«o..."
" Ft¶ kpJw sImp sIm¶ntÃ Fsâ Cu Ip«³...."
" \¶mbn«p kpJn¨p...AtÃ..." Rm\m s\Ánbnepw s\dpIbnepw D½sh¨p.
" Fsâ PohnX¯nemZym... CXp t]mse... C§t\w kptJmtmSm... Fsâ
s]mt¶...tlm..." AhÄ NppIfns«sâ amdnepc¨p.
" A{Xíp kpJmcpt¶m.. ?.." Rm\htf Aåw AI¯n amÁns¡mp tNmZn¨p.
" C¨nsc t\ct¯ív F\níp Poh\nÃmcp¶p....."
" AsX¸gmcp¶p.... ]dªm C\ow sNbvXp Xcmw..."
" tams\sâ ]bdp \¡o¸w.. AXp Ignªv ....Is´Sp¯v s\mWªntÃ...." AhÄ Fsâ
sNhnbnÂ ]dªn«v IhnfnÂ ISn¨p. \míp«nIÄ ISn¨p Ifníp¶Xp t]mse AhÄ
Fsâ s\©nepw Ihnfnepw arZphmbn ISn¨p ckn¨p.
" A¸w C\ow thtWm..."
" Mqw.... \a¡ns¶md§.... F\nín\ow IfníWw... Fsâ sImXn XoÀ¶nsÃsâ Ip«m..."
" F¦n hm... Imep tIÁn shív... " Rm\m IhínSbnÂ H¶p XtemSn. \\ªp Ipgª
]qÀ¨menÂ IqSn At¸mgpw aZ\¡pgs¼mgpIp¶pmbncp¶p. B Ifnt¯m«nte
FÃmhcpw ]pd¯p Xe\o«n \nÂ¸pmbncp¶p. hgphgp¯ I´nÂ Is¿¯nbt¸mÄ
Ahsfm¶p Ip\nªp. F¶n«p ]dªp.
" C¨nsc Ignbs«.. AhsS sXmSp¼w ]Ãp ]pfníp¶ t]mse..."
At¸mgmWp Rm³ Itkcbnteíp t\m¡nbXv. B XSn¡tkcbpsS Ccn¸nS¯nÂ \Ã
\\hv.. Hcp hit¯íp F®sbmeníp¶Xp t]mse Hcp XpÅn CgsªmgpIp¶p. Rm³
]dªp.
" KoX¡p«n AXp Itm..."
" Fâoizcm... Rm³ aqs{Xmgn¨nÃtÃm..."
" AXp aqs{Xm¶phÃ... s\sâ ]qdntamfp sNmc¯oXm... C¸gpw Hgp¡p \n¶n«nÃ... Fsâ
samJw t\m¡v C¸gpw H«pIm..." Rm\m ]qÁnÂ XgpInb I¿htf ImWn¨p.
AhfsXm¶p aW¯p. F¶n«p apJw Npfn¨p. Ahsfsâ XmSnbnÂ \m¡p ap«n¨p
t\m¡n.
" AXm samJs¯Ãmw D¸pckw...At¿.... Hcp atWmw... sIS¡m³ h¶¸w N{µnIm
tkm¸ns«mc¨p IgpIoXm.. F¶n«pw aq{X¯nsâ aWw...""
" \nsâ kmam\¯o¶p h¶Xm.. F\nsímcp atWmw tXm¶oÃ..... F\nínãmcp¶m
aWw....hm.. C\n C¯ncn sIS¡v... Fs´mcp _lfmcp¶p.... Rm³ hnNmcns¨sâ samJw
XÅn AIt¯ív tIÁpsh¶v....C¶nt{Xw aXn..."
" th... \a¡ns¶md§... atg¯o Ifn F´p ckm... " AhÄ Fsâ Ip®tb
¯gpIn.
" Mqw ... ckw aq¯¸w.. Fsâ Imcyw ad¶p..."
" ad¶XsÃsâ Ip«m... AI¯pshíW¶p Xs¶ IcpXnbm..\nt¶... ]nt¶.... Rm³
ad¶p t]mbn... Cu `qao Xncns¨¯nb¸gm... Fsâ Ip«sâ Imcyw HmÀs¯..... C\n Ip«³
sht¨m..."
" Np½m A§p shím³ ]Ápthm.... hm...\½sf´n\m \nípt¶... sISt¶mp
hÀ¯m\w ]dbmw...."
Rm\htf I«nenÂ InS¯n. ImeSp¸n¨p InS¶t¸mÄ B IhbnSp¡nte FÃm
AwK§fpw AIs¯mfn¨p. B {XntImW¯nte \oetcma§Ä Xnf§n.
AcªmW¯nsâ ]mSp t]mse Hcp hc B Acs¡«nepmbncp¶p. Ccp¶psImv
Rm\m ]mSnÂ IpdpsI H¶p XtemSn. AhÄ C¡nfnsImp Nqfn. B sh×peIÄ
Ft¶ £Wn¨p InS¡m³.
" hm...sIS¡v.... F¶ns«t¶ sI«n¸nSnív...." Ahsfs¶ hen¨p InS¡bnteíp InS¯n.
" t\ct¯ AcªmWw Hmcpt¶m... "
" Mqw.. ChnsS h¶¸gm amÁntb... G«\nãanÃmcp¶p..." Rm\htf Fsâ
Ibv¯bnteíp InS¯n. Fsâ Ip® sasÃ XmWp. Ahfpw H¶p XWp¯ amXncn.
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Rm³ Hcp ImÂ s]m¡n AhfpsS XpSIfnÂ sh¨p. At¸mÄ Xfcm³ XpS§nb Ip®
AhfpsS XpSbnÂ ap«n.
" Blm... sIm¨pIp«³ Hd§m³ t]mIphmtWm... C¶v ]msemdsbmgn¨ntÃ
A½bdnªm XÃpw... Fgpt¶Â¡v...."
AhÄ Is¿¯n¨v Aht\ I¿nseSp¯v XShm³ XpS§n. sasÃ hmWaSním³ XpS§n.
Ah³ hopw iàn {]m]n¨p. Rm³ B Ih¡nSbntesísâ I¿nd¡n. AhÄ
ImepIfÂ¸w AI¯n X¶p. Ibv¯ew sImm {XntImW¯nÂ XgpInbn«v \SphncÂ
Rm\m Xmsg ]nfÀ¸nteínd¡n. ]ns¶ arZphmbn apIfnteípw Xmtgípw Xncp½n.
At¸mtgípw ]qdnsâ ]pdt¯ Ipgs¼Ãmw DW§n. Rm³ \SphncÂ \\ª tbm\o
hmbnteínd¡n AhnsS \n¶pw Aåw Ipg¼p tXmnsbSp¯p ]ns¶bpw
Xncp½ns¡mncp¶p. Rm\Xp XpSÀ¶p. I´nÂ Xncp½pt¼mÄ AhÄ ImepIÄ
A\¡m³ XpS§n.
" A\§msX sIS¡v...."
" C§s\ sIWÁo¶p shÅw tImcn sXmSíp¶ t]mse XgpIp¼w AdnbmsX Imep
s]m§nt¸mIpIm... \Ã kpJw....Ip«s\´n\m... Acs¡«p sh«nípt¶... A\§msX
sIS¡mt½te...."
" \o C§s\ hmtWmaÃ ]nSpt¯maÃm¯ coXoÂ Aht\ h«p X«p¼w ]ns¶ ..."
" F¶m.... A§s\ ]Xps¡ ]Xps¡ NqSmIs«... katbmtÃm... C¶o Hmd©p
k©níIt¯ ]mep apgph³ AhsS Xbncpw]m{X¯nÂ HgníWw... F¶n«v... ]¯p
amkw Igo¼w A´Êmbns«\nsím¶p s]dWw....." Fsâ IhnfnÂ IhnÄ tNÀ¯p
I®S¨p InS¶hÄ ]dªp. H¸w Fsâ Ip®tb hmWaSn¨psImncp¶p. Rm³
]qÀ¨menÂ hnctemSníp¶Xn\nSbnÂ I´nepw B tImgn¸qh³Zf§fnÂ hen¨p
IfnípIbpw sNbvXpsImncp¶p.
" KoX¡p«o..."
" Mqw...?.." AhÄ hnfntI«p.
" Rms\mcp Imcyw tNmZn¨m.. D¯cw ]dbpthm..Ft¶mSp tZtjymw tXm¶Ãv..."
" Fsâ s]m¶p Ip«m... \½sS... aqUp Ifbp¶ ImcymtW tNmZníÃv.... AtÃ th...
FÃm kwitbmw C¶psImv XoÀ¯nt« Hd§ps¶mÅp.... tNmZnív.."
AhÄ Ip®bnte ]nSn hn«p. ]ns¶ Fsâ t\tc sNcnªp InS¶p. At¸msf\níp
tXm¶n thmcp¶p F¶v. Im¯ncp¶p In«nb BZycm{Xn sImfam¡n. Rm³ s]m«³
Xt¶.
AhÄ Fsâ NpnÂ Hcp½ X¶p. Fsâ apJ¯v AhfpsS NpSp \nizmk¯nsâ
kpKÔw ASn¨p. Rm³ B aeÀ¶ NppIÄ H¶p hen¨p Npw_n¨p. sNcnªp
InS¶t¸mÄ AhfpsS Ih¡nSbnencp¶p ]qÀ¨menepw hoW ao«ns¡mncp¶ Fsâ
Ibv sRcp§n. Ne\w Akm²yambn. Rm³ Ibv ]n³hen¨p. ]ns¶ Ahtf sI«n¸nSn¨v
Ft¶mSp tNÀ¯p InS¯n. At¸mÄ Fsâ amdnÂ B apesR«pIÄ Dcªp Xpfªp.
Rm\Xnsem¶nÂ H¶p sRcSn. Ahsfsâ Ibv hen¨p amÁn, ]ns¶ B cp
\ndIpS§fpw Fsâ s\©nt\mSp tNÀ¯aÀ¯n InS¶psImp ]dªp.
" tNmZnív..."
" A§s\sbm¶qey... ]nt¶.. A¶v tN«sâ IqsS BZycm{Xoepw Ct{Xw
kpJn¨mcpt¶m..."
" Itm... " kzc¯nÂ Hcp ]cn`hw.
" Fs¶..C¸gpw hnizmkÃy.... tZ Fsâ... FÃmam.. Cu.. sIm¨pIp«³..Aht\ sNmÃn
Rm³ ]dbphm... Fsâ hmkpth«\m F\níp kpJw X¶Xv..."
AhÄ Fsâ Ip®bnÂ sXm«p XebnÂ sh¨p.
" At¿m kXyshm¶pw sN¿... Np½m ...t\cw shfp¸nít... KoX¡p«osS \mt¡¶v
tI¡m³ Hcp kptJmw..."
" tI«p kpJnt¨m... C\nsb´m Adot..."
" A¸w.. hnemkn\oambns«mc¨Xv Rms\sâ I®psImp IXm... At¶tcmw
kptJmeymcpt¶m..."
" sIm¨p IÅm... AXm a\Ênev..AtÃ... HmÀ½sbmtm... A¶v ]½n¸½n \S¶v ..
R§sS ASp¯p ht¶¨v... Fsâ atÁSt¯ms«mcp t\m«w... Ft´m...A¶m t\m«sâ ....
XpWn sXmf¨p tIdn... kXy¯nÂ AXp Xd¨Xv Fsâ AhS¯\ymcp¶p... F´p
ImWm\m A¶§s\ t\m¡oXv... kmcn ImWmt\m..."
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" AÃ.. .. Cu... sN¼I¸qdp knaâpXtdev ...Ip¯ocníp¼w C§s\ hmbpw s]mf¯n
sXmd¶ncnIymWtÃm¶p Nn´n¨v t\m¡oXm...." Rm³ B apJw Fsâ
Ihnf¯aÀ¯n¸nSn¨psImv ]dªp.
" AX\ym sImg¸mtb... Cu I®v AhnsS Xd¨t¸m Xt¶... Rms\m¶p Npfp§n. AhsS
Hscmdh s]m«nbmcp¶p. ... AXm Rm\htfw hnfnt¨mv AIt¯íp t]mtb... AtÃÂ
Rm³ AhsS At¶cw sNmdnªp t]mIphmcp¶p.... Cu t\m«w...]nt¶... ]nt¶ B
HmÀt½ses´ms¡tbm.. AI¯p sN¶v Im«n¡q«n... A¸gpw Cu I®mcp¶p a\Ênev...
]t£¦n... Fsâ s]mt¶... AXp kpJÃymcp¶p... ISn ...Hs¶mXp¡n A{Xt¶y..."
" A¶o samJan«v ....B hnemkn\osS Imens¶tSens«mc¨Xp I¸w...Rm³ hnNmcn¨p....
IqSmv.......ap¼v...... Ft¶ F´p am{Xw hg¡p ]dªXm... \mtÁm¶pw ]dªv..."
" At¶cw Rms\m¶pw AdnªnsÃsâ Ip«m kXymbn«pw... Rmt\mÀ¯Xv... Cu
I®pIfm... FÃmw Ignª¸w... Fs´mcp \mÁw... N{µnIm tkm¸n«v. Hc¨p IgpIo«pw...
Ahtf F\nínãm... ]mhw s]®v......]t£ AhsS AhSt¯ aWw..... " KoX aq¡p
Npfn¨p.
" AtX... H¶v Akqb... ]ns¶... Hcp s]®nsâ ]qÁnte shbÀ¸nsâ aWw thsdmcp
s]®n\p ]nSní¯nÃ... AsXmcmWn\p ]nSnípw... Ahsâ An s]m§m³ thsd H¶pw
th...."
" B ... A§\mcnípw... BÀ¡dnbmw..." AhÄ hm s]mfn¨p.
" C¸w tZ... Cu aWw...." Rm\m XpSIfI¯n ]qÁnteíp hncen«v H¶p shcIn. ]ns¶
B hncepIÄ AhfpsS aq¡nteíSp¸n¨p.
" F§t\n¸w...\Ã aWmtÃ...."
" At¿... Fs´mcp hmS..."
" F¶m F\nínXarXm... AarXv...Itm...Mqw... " Rm³ AXp aq¡nteíp hen¨p tIÁn.
]ns¶ B hncÂ hmbnen«q¼n.
" \¡n¡pSnt¨m.... C\ow Xcmw... B \ms¡m¶hnsS ap«n¨m aXn....Ahfp CÀtdm¶p
sNmc¯pw... Fsâ Ip«³ Fs¶ H¶p½ shíp¼w FâhfpsS DÅo¶v ]pfnI
t]msebm DudWXv... AsX\nít¶tc Adnbmw.. B tIm¨ev..... Imcyw, Rm³
sNmc¯oXmsW¦nepw...F\nínXnãÃ... F\n¡nhsâ shbÀ¸p aWw amt{X
C¸w...CtãmÅp.... " AhÄ Fsâ Ip®bnÂ H¶p XgpInbn«p ]dªp.
" hÀ¯m\w ]dbp¼w Aht\w H¶p t\m¡ntímWw...sNe¸w Ahs\md§pw..." Rm³
]dªp.
" ]nt¶... C¶p Rm\ht\ Hd¡¯nÃ... BÁp t\mÁp In«nbXm I¿nen¶v... F¶pw
sIS¡p¼w Rm³ hnNmcnípw.. C¸w tIdn hcpw... tIdnh¶v... IqsS¡S¡pw
Fs¶ms¡... FhsS ?... Ahkm\w Rmt\mÀ¯p cmwsI«pImcos\ t\À¨ t]mse
sI«oXtÃ...... t]mcmªn«v D¸p t\m¡n¡gnªXpw..."
AhÄ Fsâ aq¡nÂ aq¡pcp½n. At¸mfm a¯p ]nSn¸níp¶ hnbÀ¸nsâ aWw.
AsXmcp elcn t]mse.
" KoX¡p«otS aq¡p shbÀ¡p¼w.. Fsâ tZlw s]cp¡p¶p...."
" C\ow s]cp¡pw... kwitbms¡ Igntªm...?.."
" HÁ Imcyw IqSn aXn,.... A¶v tN«sâ IqsS F§\mcp¶p sXmS§oXv...."
s]s«¶hÄ I«nenÂ Fgpt¶Áncp¶p. F¶n«p sIdpthmsS Xncnªncp¶p. Rm³ B
apJw ]nSn¨p Xncním³ BhXp t\m¡n. AhÄ _ew ]nSn¨p. Rm³ Ahtf sI«n¸nSn¨p
sImv B \\p¯ FfnbnÂ C¡nfn Iq«n. AhÄ ]pfªp. ]ns¶bpw Rm³ C¡nfn
Iq«n.
" hmkq«m... At¿m F\níp h¿... hÃmv C¡nfn... hnsSt¶... At¿m... "
" ]dbmsX C¶p Rm³ hnS¯nÃ...."
" At¿m...hnSv... \nÀ v̄...Rm¼dbmw... slm...Fsâ hbdp thZ\níp¶p.... Zpã\m... B
tN«sâ _m¡nbm CXpw..." AhÄ ]cn`hn¨p.
" F¶m ]dbm... Cu Zpã³ Hd§mw t]mIphm... " Rm³ Xncnªp InS¶p.
" a\sÊmt tI«m aXnv.... ...A¶v... A¶v Fâ½ ]msemm¡n X¶p... Ipª½ Ft¶
apdotem«p tIÁn hn«p.... F\níp \mtWmw... t]Sow.. Hs¡...tZ.... tI¡ps¶mtm..... Hm..
F¶m Rm³ \nÀ¯n...." \niÐX.
" Mm...F¶n«v..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
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G«¯nb½ -- 14

" IÅ³ ... tI¡m³ kptJmv...AtÃ... Rm³ ]mhmb sImv CsXms¡ ]td¶p....
Mm......F¶n«v.......G«³ hnfn¨p ..hmSo¶v... Rm³ ASp¯p sN¶¸w Ft¶ ]nSn¨p
I«nteencp¯n.... ]mep cpt]cpw IpSn¨p tIt«m... ]ns¶ Hcp HmÀUdp t]mse
]dªp... B XpWnsbms¡ Agn¨p Iftªcv... C¶Xnsâ BhiyanÃm¶v......
XmensI«o¶v sh¨v.... s]s«s¶§\m... HcmWnsâ ap¼n \½fp Xs¶ XpWnbgnípt¶...
AtÃÂ... At§cp Xs¶ A§p sN¿phmtWÂ \½fp \n¶p sImSp¡pw.... F¶n«v
Rms\m¶p aSnt¨.... At¶cw ]dªp.... ]dn¨p Iftª¨p hmSo¶v... AdnbmsX B
samJt¯ms«m¶p t\m¡nt¸mbn... Fsâ tZho... Fsâ \mtWmw t]mbn t]Sow t]mbn...
At¶cw... Rms\sâ Iq«pImcnIfp ]dªtXmÀ¯p..."
" F´m Ahcp ]dªXv... ?.."
" sNdp¡³ ASp¯p h¶v... XmSn ]nSn¨pbÀ¯pw... ]ns¶ D½ Xcpw... ]ns¶... kmcntb
Ibv shípw... Rms\XnÀ¡pw..]nt¶ A§s\ ab¯nseÃmw ]Xps¡ ]Xps¡ Agn¨p
Itfsa¶v... F¶m A\p`thm..?.."
" F¶n«v tamfp ]dn¨p Iftªm..."
Rm³ Xncnªp InS¶psImv tNmZn¨p. Ahtf ]nSn¨v Fsâ hbÁt¯íp
Nmcn¡nS¯n. B NnIpc`mcw Fsâ icoc¯nÂ ]SÀ¶p InS¶p. AhÄ Hcp IbvsImp
hopw Fsâ Ip«t\ XtemSn. Ah³ ]ns¶bpw I¼nbmbt¸mÄ Aht\ AhÄ B
I¿nseSp¯p shdptX A\¡ns¡mncp¶p. \Ã kpJw.
" ]n¶ÃmsX.... SuWn hfÀt¶mmcnípw... t]m, ]pÃv Fs¶mcp tXm¶ev a\Ên h¶p.....
shfot¸mbn«p h¶n«v Agníp¶ t]mse Rm³ kmcow »ukpw ]mhmtSw ]dn¨pIfªp.
]ns¶ sIm¨p ]mhmtSw {_mbpw am{Xw... "
" At¶cw H¶pw s]m¯n¸nSn¨nÃmcpt¶m..."
" FhSm s]m¯tW... sIm¨p ]mhmSsbmmcp¶p.... Rm³ ]dªp... sseÁv.... \nt¶
H¶p \tÃmWw It¨v sseÁv sISp¯m¶p ]dªp... same¡t¨w Ducntb¡v...
]mhmtSev htÃmw ]Ápw... AtXmv AXpw thKw Ducn¡f... Rm\§\pkcn¨p
tIt«m....At¶cw Rm³ s]m¯m³ t\m¡n.... Hcp IbvsImv Ihs¡S s]m¯n. Hcp
Ibv samteepw sh¨p... Hcp Ibv sImv s]m¯nbm... hmkpth«³ ]td¶ t]mse.... Cu
Icn¡pIfp adím³ ]Ápthm.....]pÅn¡mc³ t\sc Fgpt¶Áp h¶v.... I¿§p ]nSn¨p
amÁo«v... cp samteepw ]nSns¨mcp sR¡v... F¶n«p ]dbpIm... sImÅmw... \Ã
I«¸ªn t]msemv... ]ns¶ NpÁpw \Ss¶m¶p t\m¡n.....s]mdIn h¶¸w s]mt¯m¶v
..Ipníns«mcSn... Rm\§p sR«n Nqfnt¸mbn..... "
" IpntbeSn¨p t\m¡o«v A`n{]mbw H¶pw ]dªntÃ....?...." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Mm...]dªp... sImÅmtÃmSo \nsâ sImXw...Ft¶m atÁmhm ]dtª...]ns¶ Ft¶
]nSn¨v sIms I«ntetem«p sIS¯n... F¶n«v sseÁpw sISp¯n... ]ns¶ F´m AhsS
\St¶¶v... F\níp Xt¶ Adnb¯nÃ... B ]cp¡³ It¿mv Cu same cpw sR¡n
Hcp ]cphm¡n... kXyw ]dªm.... thZ\n¨qt«m.... ap³hi¯p sXm«p XShntb¨p
tNmZn¨p... ]qSbntÃ¶v... Rm³ ]dªp.. IeymWmtbmv... hSn¨Xm¶v... kmcey...
H¶I¯n¸nSo¶p ]dªp. Rm³ ]nSn¨nÃ... At¶cw Fsâ Ihs¡tSÂ
AXn\It¯ms«mcp shcep tIÁn... Rm\dnbmsX..At¿m Fs¶m\p sh¨p t]mbn..
At¶cw ]dbphm... koep s]m«o«nÃ AtÃ¶v..... As¶\níXnsâ s]mcpfp ]nSn
In«oÃmcp¶p... ]ns¶.. B tImseSps¯sâ I¿n X¶p... Rm³ t]Sn¨p t]mbn... BZyw
ImWpItÃ... BWp§sS An hoÀ¡p¶v tI«nt«mtepw CXo ]qfs¡g§p t]mse...
BIq¶dnªnÃ... R§fp apÁ¯p sNSn shím³ Ipgn Ip¯W ]mc¡¼n t]mse
I«ow.... Fsâ `tKmXo.. CsX§s\ Fsâ Ihs¡tS XÅnt¡Ápw.. AXp Iodn
\mimIpw... At¿m... Rm³ \msf F§s\ apÅpw... Fs¶ms¡... HSt\ Xs¶ ]pÅn B
tImep ]nSn¨v Fsâ shSthtem«p sh¨p XÅm³ sXmS§n... AXp tIdpthm... Ih¨p
]nSnsíSo¶p ]dªp. Rm\dnbmsX ImeI¯nt¸mbn... F§s\tbm ]pÅn Xe B
shShns¡mÅn¨p.... hmkq«³ G«sâ An IXtÃ... AXnsâ AÁw
IqÀ¯mbXpsImv.. BZyw{X shjaw tXm¶oÃ..."
" Mm... sicnbm.....A¶p Rm³ IXm... \míp® t]mse... IqÀ¯m... " Rm³ k½Xn¨p.
" \mbptSXv sNdpXtÃ... Hcp tNm¡p IjvW¯nât{XatÃ HÅp...." AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
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" Fsâ ao... a\pjyât{Xw hcpw hoÀ¡p¼w... ]vt£ AXp s]¼«osS kmam\¯nsâ
DÅns¨¶mte hoÀ¡s¯mÅp.... BÀ¡pw ImWm³ ]Á¯nÃ... Hcokw...
IWnbmâhpSpt¯ B¼«ow thsdmcp sImSn¨n¸«ow IqsS tImÀ¯p. hen¨p hen¨v
R§sS ]d¼n h¶¸w... B s]e¸ntÅcv aSseSp¯Sn¨p... At¶cw hn«p t]mbn...
B¬]«osS Ip® Xq§ns¡S¡ps¶ ImWWw... \Ã sNmIsNmIm¶v hoÀ¯v...
AcbSnsbmv..."
" F¶mepw alm]m]tÃ... \n§fp sNbvXXv... Ahtc H¶p kpJn¡m³ hnSmsX... C¸w
\½tf Bsc¦nepw ]nSn¨p amÁnbm.. F§\m..."
" B... AXp If.. ]ns¶... "
" ]ns¶´m... `tKmXo¶pw hnfn¨v ]Ãpw ISn¨v ImeI¯ns¡mSp¯p.... Fsâ
apÅp¶S v̄ Xos]mÅnb t]mse tXm¶n... Hds¡ s\ehnfnítWm¶p tXm¶n.. ISn¨p
]nSn¨p kln¨p... F§msms¡ henªps]m«p¶ t]mse tXm¶n... At¶ct¯ípw
B tImeI¯p tIdn¸Ánbmcp¶p. ]ns¶... ]pÅn XIÀ¯Sn¨p... At§csS s\©s¯
]qS¡msSsâ aqt¡ ap«o«v... F\nímtW Xp½m\pw hcp¶p....FSíp tNmZn¨p... s\\¡p
\Ã kpJtÃ¶v... Rm³ aqfn... C¨ncqsS ImeSp¸n¨p ]nSn, ]p¯³ ]qdmbn«pw... apdp¡w
t]mctÃm¶v... Fsâ N¦p s]mSnªp t]mbn... Btcw ImWnímsX sXmSmtXw
sXmSoímtXw kq£n¨p sh¨n«v... C¸w Hcp shtew CÃmXmbn t]mbtÃm¶v... "
" AXp shdpsXbm.. IÅw ]tdÃv... shcen«n«ntÃ... It´ Xncp½n kpJn¨n«ntÃ....t\cp
]d..."
" kXymbn«pw CÃ... Hcntí kvIqfo¶p hcp¼w Fsâ Iq«pImcn ]dªn«v... ho«n h¶
HSt\... Ipfnapdo tIdn aqs{Xmgn¨p Ignª¸w... Np½m tXm¶n.... Ahfp ]dªt]mse
H¶p shcen«p t\m¡nbmtem¶v.... C¨nsc AI¯n¸nSn¨v shcenSm³ t\m¡n.... AhntSw
It´epw Hs¡ Xncp½n t\m¡n... Ft´m Hcp ctkms¡ sXmS§oXm... FSív Rm³
Np½m Is¿m¶p aW¯p t\m¡n... FsâhnSps¯bmtWepw .. AXnsâIt¯ \mÁw
At¶cw F\nsím«pw ]nSn¨nÃ... F¸gpw \\shmÅ kvYetÃ... cmhntesXm«p
h¿pt¶cw htc H«n¸nSn¨ncníphtÃ.. kvIqfnemtW... apÅnbmsemtm IgpIp¶p...
aqt{Xmw Iq«n aW¡pw.... "
" B aWm R§t¡Áw Cãw.... ]qdn\p hn[n¨ncníp¶ aWm AXv.... AXp aW¯m...
R§sS An kv{]n§p t]mse I¼nbmIpw....." Rm³ apebnsem¶p XgpIn.
" AtX¶p hnt«... C\n ]dªp XoÀ¶n«p sXmS§mw... Mm... F¶ns«mtÃm....At¶cw
At½sS hnfn... ]Ån¡qS¯o¶v h¶ s]s®hnsSt¸mbo¶p ]dªv... Ft¶ hnfn¨p....
Rm\dnbmsX hnfntI«p... AtXmsS AXnsâ ckw t]mbn... IgpIn¡gnª¸w ..
shÅ¯nsâ XWp¸pw.... ]nt¶ thm¶p sh¨p..... sNe¸w Ft´m t]mse tXm¶pw...
tIcfitÐmw.. P\bptKmw Hs¡... Bgv¨¸Xn¸p hmbníp¼w... AdnbmsX
Xncp½os«mv... AI¯p I¿nSm³ CãanÃmcp¶p.. shcep aW¡qs¶mÅ t]Sn... ]ns¶
ChnsS h¶¸w... samXem Rm³ CsXms¡ {i²n¡m³ sXmS§ntb... AXpw CubnsS...
\n§sS cntâw XotÁw IpSow I¸w ... Rm\Xnibn¨p t]mbn... Cu \mtÁmw
klnt¨mmtWm... hmkq«³ hnemkn\osS Ihs¡tS Xebn«p \¡osXt¶mÀ¯¸w...
F\níp \n§tfmSv Akqbbmcp¶p... hnemkn\otSXp \¡nb¸w Rm³ \Ã
NqSnemcp¶q¶p sht¨m... atWm¶pw AdntªbnÃ... Ignª¸w tXm¶n...
thmcps¶¶v... Ahfp anSp¡nbm... kXy¯nÂ... A¶m F\níp Cu IÅt\mSv Hcp
tamlw tXm¶ntb.. AXpt]mse Fsâ Imens¶tSepw Ip«s\m¶p Xebns«¦o¶v
Bin¨p t]mbns«mv... "
" F¶n«m... Fs¶ XÃoXv..." Hcp apebnÂ XgpIns¡mv Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" AX¶tÃ..... AXp IgnªtÃ hmkpth«³ Ah¡p \¡ns¡mSpt¯... At¶cw...
Ft¶ A]am\n¨ t]memcp¶p... Hcp \nhr¯oanÃmsX \n¶ Fsâ aÀ½¯n ]nSn¨p
kpJním¶p ]dªm... kXyw ]dªm HcmWv BZymbn«mcp¶p Fsâ It´ sXm«Xv...
Hcn¡nfnsbm¡n tXm¶o¶v ]dbmt«m... ImcWw... A{Xív kpJn¸n¨tÃ AIshms¡
X¸n t\m¡oXv.... IÅ\m......hmkpth«³.....s]cp¦Å³....]ns¶ s]s«¶v Fsâ a\Êp
]dªp ...At¿m CXv \nsâ A\nb\tÃ¶v.....At¶cw Hcp a\kvYm]w... Mm t]mt«¶p
sh¨p... sÈSm, A¸w tZ ]nt¶w tIdn I¿n«p¶p... F\ní§p shdªp tIdn.....
At¶cw..... AdnbmsX.... Rm³... Cu It¿mv... Fsâ ...Ip«t\....XÃnt¸mbn....
s]mdp¡Wt«m..." AhÄ \niÐbmbn. ]ns¶ Fsâ IhnfnÂ XgpIn. Rm\m I®nÂ
t\m¡n. AXp Ie§n hcp¶p
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" AsXms¡ t]ms«t¶... AsXms¡ Rm\t¶ ad¶p......" Rm\m I®pIÄ Fsâ
hncepIÄ sImp XpS¨p.
" F\níXv.... Hcníepw ad¡m³ ]Á¯nÃ... " AhfpsS iÐw Aåw ]Xdnbncp¶p.
Fs´mcp sXm«mhmSnbmWo s]®v. A¶t¯ kwlmccp{Z, C¶t¯ ]mhw Infn¡pªv.
" Fsâ KoX¡p«o... F\níp _m¡n tI¡Ww... ]d..."
" ]dbphtÃ... AXn\p ap¼v Rms\m¶p tNmZn¨m.... hmkpth«³......kXyw ]tdthm...?.."
" ]dbmtÃm.. F´m¨m...tNmZnív..."
" hmkqth«\¶v AtXmÀ¯v CtXÂ ]nSn¨p Ipep¡n ]mep hcp¯nbmcpt¶m...?...."
A¶t¯ HmÀ½bnÂ XeIpep¡n kt´mjníp¶ Fsâ Ip®¯ebnÂ
XgpIns¡mhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" CÃ... "
" AsX´m..?.. Fsâ km[\w Cãs¸«neymcpt¶m... AtXm XÃp In«otXmtm..?.."
" Gbv AtXmÃ... Rm\pw BZymbn«m Hcp s]®nsâ kmam\w Ct{Xw ASp¯p
ImWp¶Xpw....]ns¶ sXmSp¶Xpw Hs¡... " Rm³ ]dªp.
" s\mW... cp s]§½mscmmbn«pw s]®p§sS ]qdp In«nsÃ¶p ]dªm..."
" Hm... AsX¶m ImgvNbm... hfsc sNdp¸¯nÂ ImWp¼w A¸w t]mse Hcp
{XntImWw.... Np½m t\m¡phmcp¶p. sXmSms\m¶pw t]mbn«nÃ... s]§½mtc F\níp
shey Cãm...]ns¶¸ns¶ ... Ahfpamcp hepXmb¸w... htÃmw ImWnípthm... Ht¶m
ctm {]mhiyw..IatesS Ins«mv... AXpw an¶mbw t]mse.. Cu Xte¡qsS
]mhmSbnt«¨v.. Xmtg¶qcp¼w... " Rms\m¶p N½n ]dªp.
" AsX¸gmcp¶p..?..."
" kvIqfnt¸mIm³ Rm³ t\ct¯ Hcp§pw... Ahft¶cw apSn NoIpt¶ HÅmcnípw...Cu
acs¡mcs§hnSm¶pw tNmZnt¨mp Rm³ tIdn t\m¡p¼w... AhfSoet¯ Ducntb¨v
tamfn¡qtS CSphmcnípw.. At¶cw Rm³ tIdn hcp¶Xp ImW¯nÃtÃm... A§s\
IXm.... F¶Xm, Ihs¡tSev sImtd Idp¸p ]qS... I®p ]nSn¨p hcp¼tgípw... AXp
adªp...."
" AtXmÀ v̄ ]nt¶w tIdns¨Ãphmcpt¶m...." KoXív tIÄ¡m³ DÂkmlw t]mse.
" Ht¶m cokw... ]ns¶ Ahfpamcp IXIS¨p km£mbn«p Ifªp..... ]ns¶ Rm\pw
hnNmcn¨p tamitÃ¶v..."
" F¶ns«âtX ]nSn¨n«v...?...." KoX tNmZníp¶p.
" Rm\m.. I´nsâ atbmw.. sNdIp t]mse hnSÀ¶ Ftew Hs¡ HmÀ¯v... B shcepw
aW¯p sISt¶ HÅp... shÅw t]mbn¡gnªm ]ns¶ AXnsâ ckw t]mIqtÃ..."
" At¿....B I¿pw aW¯p \Ss¶t¶m... " AhÄ AXnibt¯msS tNmZn¨p.
" F´t¿..?..... BZymbn«m Hcp ]qdnsâ aWw In«pt¶... F\ním aWw Cãs¸«p... \Ã
HW¡ sXcosS hmS..."
" Hm...Np½mXm... Rm\¶p Ipfnt¨¨p... \Ã tkm¸n«p IgpIntb¨p h¶Xmcp¶p... Hcp
sXcn hmS..." AhÄ \mWn¨v ]cn`hn¨p.
" AÃ... A¶p \Ã atWmmcp¶p.... F\níp \Ã \nivOtbmv....." Rm\pd¸n¨p
]dªp.
" Mqw... Ht¶mÀ¯p t\m¡s«... Mm...sicnbm... A¶p tkm¸p sImtmbnÃmcp¶p ..Fsâ
tkm¸p XoÀ¶mcp¶p... s]s«¶p ap§nt¡dn t]mt¶sbmÅp... AÃ... AhSw tX¨p
IgpInbmcpt¶ A¸tg At« ImWphmcp¶tÃm....." AhÄ hncÂ ISn¨p.
" Mv lm... tkm¸p XoÀ¶Xpw Fsâ `mKyw....." Rm\m \mWn¨p Npcp \pW¡pgnbnÂ
Hcp½ sImSp¯p.
" F¶n«v ]ns¶¸gm B Ibv IgpIntb...?..."
" A¯mgw Igníp¶Xp htc... AXpw aWt¯mv \S¶p.... Ibv IgpInb¸w tXm¶n...
_embns«m¶qsS ]nSn¨v AXn\I¯p I¿n«mtem¶v. tN«t\ t]Sn¨m.... Mm.. AXp
If....F¶n«v.. tN«³ ]ns¶...?..."
" C¨nsc Ignª¸w... Fsâ apÅpt¶âI v̄ GXmv NqSp shÅw hoW t]mse
tXm¶n... ]pÅn¡mc³ tNmZn¨p... s\\¡p ht¶m¶v.. Rm³ aqfn.... ]ns¶ ]pÅn
DucnsbSpt¯mv adnªp sISs¶md§n. Rm³ ]Xps¡ sseÁn«v... XpWnsbms¡
DSp¯p... t\m¡nb¸w... aq¡t«w tNmtcw IqsS Ie§n AI¯q¶v Hen¨p hcp¶p...
Ipª½... ]dªmcp¶p... sNe¸w tNmc Im t]Sn¡cpsX¶v... At§csS
km[\t¯epw sNmh¸pw shtÅsams¡ Hmcp¶p.... Xq¯p sImSp¯mtem¶p
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hnNmcn¨Xm.. t]Snbmcp¶p... Cãs¸«nsÃ¦ntem....Rm³ sIm¨p ]mhmS FtS XncpIn
sISs¶md§n... ]ntÁ Znhkw... \oÁep sXmS§n... apÅp¼w F§\mtWepw Hcp XpÅn
aq{X¦nepw AhsS ]Ápw ...]ns¶ \odpw.... IgpIm\pw ]Á¯nÃ... "
Ahsfsâ IhnfnÂ IhnÄ tNÀ¯p sNcnªp InS¶p.
" ]mhw... " Rm\m IhnfnÂ Npp tNÀ¯p InS¶p. B kpJ¯nÂ AhÄ XpSÀ¶p. .
" Fsâ s]mt¶... ]ntÁ¶v cm{Xn F´p sN¿qt¶mÀ¯p sIS¡p¼w... R§fv
A¶nhnsSbmcp¶p tIt«m....... XpWn Agn¨n«p sIS¶¸w Rm³ ]dªp.... F\níhnsS
thZ\bm¶v... kmcanÃ... Ip\nªp \n¶m aXn.. C¶p sImX¯neSnt¨mfm¶v... H¶p
shcs¦nepw ]ns¶ Rm\pw hnNmcn¨p.. AXv sXmd¶p sIS¡p¶ sXmfbtÃ... Ct{Xw
thZ\ ImWptIetÃm¶v.... Fsâ s]mt¶ AXp ]t¯Xnsâ ]n¶t¯bmcp¶p....
\mepImte Ip\nªp \n¡pImcp¶p Rm³... C¨nsc AhtSw ChntSw IqXoepw Hs¡
sXm«p XShn... IqXoep sXm«¸w \Ã C¡nfnbmcp¶p.... AX§p Npcp§n¡qSn¡mWpw
hen¨p ]nSnt¨¨v CSns¨mcp tIÁv... Fsâ I®ns¡msS s]m¶o¨ ]d¶p... AdnbmsX
Icªp t]mbn.... Ab¨p ]nSn¨m aXn ...sImg¸oeym¶p ]dªv... ]pÅn ASn sXmS§n....
A©mdSn Ignª¸w ]ns¶ sImd¨bªp... AXm s]mÃm¸mtb... Fsâ
sImSteemcp¶p.... B \of³ tImev At¶cw tIdn CSnt¨mncpt¶... ]n¶t¯
ASnsímt¡.. hÃmbvI sImv.. Rm³ Iq\nt¸mbn.. CsXm¶p XoÀ¶p In«tW¶mcp¶p
{]mÀ°\.... GXmbmepw apdp¡w sImmtWm Ft´m.. A¶p s]s«¶v sNbvXp
XoÀ¯p... F¶n«p ]tdIm... Ct{Xw kptJmÅ sImXw In«neym¶v. A¸w F\nsímcp
kwibw... thsd sImX¯nepw Ct§cv ASn¨p tIÁos«mmIpthm¶v.... ]ntÁ Znhkw
Xqdn IgpInb¸w... AhtSmw s]m«nbncníp¶p... \oÁepw... hen¨nepw...... Fsât½...
CXnbm\n\n GXp sXmf C¶n\n sImSp¡psh¶p t]Sn¨v Rm³... tNmZním\pw ]dbm\pw
t]Sn... Rmw hnNmcn¨p...FÃm BWp§fpw C§\mtWm¶v...."
" ]mhw.. Fsâ KoX¡p«n..."
" F¶n«p, tIs¡sâ hmkpth«m...... A¶p cm{Xn Rm³ ]dªp... Fsâ Xqdps¶tSmw
s]m«ocníym... ap³htimw h¿m... \a¡v... HcmgvN IgnªmIm¶v...A¸w ]tdIm... F\níp
shÅw Ifbm³ \nsâ cknI³ sXmSIsfmtÃm¶v... Cuizcm\p{Kl¯n\v F\nsímcp
_p²n tXm¶n.... Rm³ A¶p shfns¨® Ip¸n FSp¯p sh¨p... kabmb¸w Rm³
t]Sn¨p t]Sn¨p ]dªp... FhsS sh¨mepw C¨nsc F® s]mc«nt¡mt«¶v... A¸w
]dªp... F® s]mc«nbm... apdp¡¯nsâ kpJw In«neym¶v... Rm³ ]dªp...
sXmtSte sXmeow IqsS t]mbm.. ]ns¶ Rms\§s\ \S¡pw.... GXmbmepw a\ÊnÃm
a\tÊmsS... k½Xn p̈ X¶p. A¶v shfns¨® sXmtS s]c«n... CtÃÂ AXpw sXmenªv
\miamtbt\... AXn\p tijw ]ns¶ F® F¸gpw D]tbmKníphmcp¶p.... "
" A¸w tN«³ tamsS Cu kpµcn¸qÁn ]®ot« CÃm...?.." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" F¶p ]dªm... sXm«pw ]nSn¨pw H¶\¡pw... Ht¶m ctm tIÁnsbd¡pw... Ahfp
sNmc¯p¼w C¯ncn eqkmIphtÃm... eqkmIp¼w.. ]pÅn¡mc³.. Ducn...
Xo«s¯mtftem«p tIÁpw... Hcp Znhkw... Rm³ I«mbw ]dª Znhkw... H¶I¯p
sh¨p... Rm³ NqSmbt¸mtgípw ]pÅn¡mc³ Hgnt¨¨pw adnªp sISs¶md§n... ]ns¶
Rm³ \nÀ_Ôn¡m³ t]mbn«nÃ... Ip\nªp \n¶p sImSp¡pw... shfns¨t®w tX¨v...
A¶p hmkq«³ I«nensâ Iotg sIS¡p¼w... ]pÅn¡mc³ t\ct¯ h¶XpsImv
shfns¨® s]c«m³ ]ÁnbnÃ..."
" A¶p hmkebn³ s]mc«nbmcp¶tÃm..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" IÅ³... \Ã HmÀ½bmWtÃm... ]nt¶bv........ C\n...Ft¶msSm¶p ]dtª... A¶v...
Fsâ IqXoev G«³ ]®p¼w.. hmkpth«s\¶m tXm¶n... ImWm³ \Ã ckw
tXm¶nbmcpt¶m...?..."
" Mqlpw... BZyw... AXnibw tXm¶n... hnemkn\osS BSnt\... Hcntí... sN\tb¸ním³
Rm³ sImp t]mbns«mv... A¶v hnemkn\ntb AhS½ hn«nÃ... Rm\pw hniz\pw
IqsSbm sImtmtb.. A¶m icnípw s]mdIo¶Sn¨p tIÁn ]®p¶ It...
AsXm¶panÃ.. H¶p cv.. XÅv... Ignªp.... ap«\mSp... s]md¯q¶p.. Fd§n... ]ns¶
]mS¯p ]iqsâ s]md v̄ aqcn¡p«·mcp tIdp¶Xpw Ins«mv... ]t£... AsXms¡
AhcpsS kmam\¯n Xs¶btÃ... s]md¯p tIdn sImX¯neSn¨p tIÁp¶Xv... BZym
It....AXpw a\pjycv...."
" At¶cw... Ch³ s]m§nbmcpt¶m..." s]m§n \nÂ¡p¶ Fsâ Ip®bnÂ
]nSns¨m¶m«nbn«v AhÄ tNmZn¨p...."
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" sImX¯neSn In«v s]m§oÃ.... AXn\Soev... Dan¡cn t]mse ]qtSw s\c¯n... Cu
amXf¸qdv Ft¶ t\m¡n ASbpt¶w sXmd¡pt¶w It¸m... IqXn henbp¼gmcnípw.....
AhsSs¡S¶p ssI]nSním³ tXm¶oXm... ]t£... ]S¡¯nsâ tamfnt¡dnbncp¶v Xo
sImfp¯m¶p hnNmcn¨p... At§sc§m\pw Incps¶¦n... C¸w AtXmÀ¡p¼w....
C¸gpw N¦nsemcp InSnem.... InSnew..."
Rms\gpt¶Áncp¶p. B apJw ]nSns¨sâ t\tc \nÀ¯n. B I®pIfnteíp Rm\pÁp
t\m¡n. ]mdn¸d¶ apSn cp IbvIÄ sImpw AhÄ ]pdtIms«mXp¡n. ]ns¶ AXp
s\dpIbnÂ sI«nsh¨p. F¶n«v tNmZycq]¯nÂ Ft¶ t\m¡n.
" F´m C§s\ kq£n¨v t\m¡pt¶... ]dªXv hnizmkmbntÃ... Fsâ
hmkpth«\mtW kXyw... Hcp `À¯mho¶v...."
" th.. H¶pw C¸w ]td... F\nídnbmw... "
Rm\m IhnfpIfnÂ ]nSn¨v Fsâ apJt¯mSSp¸n¨p. B NpnÂ Hcp½ sImSp¯p.
" F´dnbm¶m..?
" Cu NppIsfmcnIvIvIvíepw Ft¶mSp IÅw ]db¯nÃ..." AXp tI«tXmsS
Ahsfsâ s\©nteíp Nmªp. Ft¶ sI«n¸nSn¨p. Rm\htfbpw. Rm\m apXpInÂ
XShn.
" Cu apXpI v̄ F{X ASnsImp ...]mhw.. Fsâ s]m¶pwsImSw... "
" F\nít¸m H«pw k¦Sey... AsXms¡ kln¨Xp sImtey.. F\nsísâ Ip«s\
In«oXpw ... C¸w C§s\ sI«n¸nSn¨ncníp¶Xpw...."
" tamsfm¶p sISt¶..." AhÄ A\pkcWbpff B«n³ Ip«ntb t]mse aeÀ¶p InS¶p.
" tZ, A¶o Ihnfnsemcp Icphmfn¨ ]msSmmcp¶p.... " B IhnfnÂ XShns¡mv,
AhnsS Rm³ Fsâ NppIÄ HmSn¨p ap¯w sImSp¯p.
" ]ns¶...Cu X¡mfn¨po¶v tNmc HgpIps¶mmcp¶p...."
Rm\m NppIÄ AaÀ¯n \pIÀ¶p. Ahsfsâ Igp¯nÂ ]nSn¨p Xmgv¯n B
\mhpsImssâ \mhn\p thn ]cXn. NqSp \nizmk§fpw Dan\ocpw R§Ä ]¦n«p.
izmkw ap«nbt¸mÄ R§fpsS NppIÄ thÀs]«p. At¸mgpw Cud\Wnª B
IogvNpv aeÀ¶ncp¶p. I®pIÄ BekyXbmÀ¶ncp¶p. aXnbmhmsX sImXn tIdnb
t]mse AhÄ hopw Fsâ apJw _eambn ]nSn¨p Xmgv¯n Npw_n¨p. B ImepIÄ
\nhÀ¶p. Ftâbpw, Rm\hfpsS ]pdt¯íp InS¶p. `mcw sImSp¡msX Ibvap«pIÄ
InS¡bneq¶n Rm\hfpsS apJ v̄ Npw_\§Ä sNmcnªp. ]ns¶ Rm³ sasÃ
Xmtgm«ngªp. Fsâ apJw B Hma\apeIfpsS aosXsb¯n. CSXpapebpsS hi¯p
XgpIns¡mv Rm³ ]dªp.
" Cu Icn¡pw samtesS AcnInÂ sNma¶ Hcp ]msSmmcp¶p. ..."
Rm\m apebnÂ \mhpsImpckn. sR«p hmbnseSps¯m¶p NpÁn¨p. AhÄ hnÃp
t]mse apIfnteíp hfªp. atÁ apebnÂ AhÄ ]nSn¨v AXv CSXp hit¯íp
XÅn¯¶p, Fsâ NppIfnteív. Rm\Xpw hmbnen«p hen¨p IpSn¨p. cp
apeIfptSbpw Xhn«pI®pIfnÂ Rm³ ]ÃpIÄ sImv tImdn. iviviviv...tlm...
F¶hÄ ioÂ¡mcw ]pds¸Sphn¨p. Rm\m shfp¯ hbdnsâ an\pk¯nÂ Fsâ
NppIÄ ap«n¨p.
" ChnsS... hne§s\ cp aq¶p ]msSmmcp¶p.... "
Rm³ B BenehbdnÂ Np_n¨p. Xmgv`mK¯mbn Hcp sNdnb aS¡pmbncp¶p. B
aS¡p]mSnÂ Rm³ \m¡psImsmcp hc hc¨p. AhÄ At¸mtgípw cp apeIfpw
I¿nseSp v̄ apIfnteíp IqÀ¸n¨p XgpIns¡mncp¶p. Rms\sâ NppIÄ B
{XntImWa¬U]¯nteíp sImp h¶p. IodÂ XpS§p¶Xn\p sXm«papIfnembn
Aåw iànbmbn H¶p ISn¨p, B tcma§Ä At¸msgsâ hmbnepS¡n. AhÄ
ImepIf¯pIbpw ASp¸n¡pIbpw sNbvXp. Rm\m AIw XpSIfnÂ sasÃ XShn. B
shÅhmgt¸mf¯pSIfpsS an\pk¯nÂ IqSn Fsâ It¿mSnbt¸mÄ B XpSIfpw
IhbnSp¡pw AhfdnbmsX Xs¶ hnimeambn hnSÀ¶p t]mbn. At¸mÄ CXfpIfI¶
B ]qdnÂ \n¶pw ]p¯³ hnImc¯nsâ elcnbpÅ kpKÔw ]pds¸«p. AXn\nSbnÂ
\n¶pw hnfdnb Hmd©p \ndapÅ B I´v sasÃ hoÀ v̄ apIfnteípbcm³ XpS§n.
" F´m.. ]¨íp ISn¨p Xn¶m³ t]mIphmtWm..." AhÄ XcfnXkzc¯nÂ tNmZn¨p.
" C¸w Rm³ ISns¨S¯v Hcp Nph¶ ]mSpmcp¶p.... C¸w AXp ]qS sImp
aqSnt¸mbn... CtÃÂ apgph\pw IqSn Xn¶mcp¶p...."
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" Xnt¶m ...tam\ÃmsX ]n¶mÀ¡m...Rm\nXv kq£n¨p sht¨mncnípt¶..." Ahsfsâ
apSnbnÂ XShn.
Fsâ NppIÄ sImm hnSshm¶I¯n Rm\m I´nÂ arZphmsbm¶p ISn¨p. B
\\hn\p \Ã D¸pckw, ]ns¶ Hcp \dpaWhpw NqSpw. Rm\m NqSp{XntImW¯n\p
apIfnÂ Fsâ IhnÄ ap«n¨p sh¨p. sNdp]qSIÄ Fsâ IhnfnÂ Dckn.
" Ct{Xw cpNow sImXoamcpt¶... As¶´m... Fsâ Ip«\Xp ISn¨p Xn¶mXncpt¶...?.. "
AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" kXyw ]dªm... A¶o ]qd§s\ sXWÀ¯p I¸w... AXp ]qtd AÃmcp¶p....Fsâ
KoX¡p«ntbmsSmÅ kvt\lw sImv... F\nímsI Hcp k¦Smcp¶p. F\níp Cu
Ihs¡tSw samtew tZtlmw t]mcmcp¶p... F\nío a\Êpw IqsS thWmcp¶p..."
" F\nípw tXm¶n.... B k¦tSmw... shjtamw I¸gm Rm³ ]dtª...
AXs§Spt¯mfm³... At¶cw Ip«³ hnNmcn¨p... F¨nemsW¶v....sicnbtÃ...."
" s]s«¶p tXm¶nb¸w A§p ]dªpt]mbn..... Bt«.. At¶cw... Rm\o tZlt¯m«p
tIdn... ]®nbmcpt¶ F´p tXm¶ntbt\......kptJmmIphmcpt¶m... s\\¡v....?.."
" Mqlpw......H«qey....C¸ tXm¶p¶p... sNe¸w shdpt¯t\¶v.... A¶m, F\nív
hmkpth«t\mSv _lpamt\mw... `b¦v¦c kvt\tlmw...Hcp...Hcp...Bcm[t\w htc
tXm¶oXv...."
" A¸w ..C¸w At{Xw kvt\lw CsÃ¶mtWm....?..."
B tbm\oXS¯nsâ NqSnÂ kpJn¨ncp¶ Fsâ apJapbÀ¯nbn«v Rm\m ISnXS¯nepw
ASnhbdnepw XShns¡mp tNmZn¨p. ]ns¶ B cXnkpKÔw haníp¶ IhbnSp¡nÂ,
]qdnsâ AcnIpIfnÂ, ]qSIfnÂ, {XntImWa¬U]¯nÂ, AIw XpSIfnÂ, FÃmw D½
sh¨p.
" F¶mtWm Rmw ]dtª....IÅ¡p«m..... Fsâ Ip«\hÄsS hmbn¸w H¶p sXmd¶p
sXm«p t\m¡ntb... kvt\lw ImWtWm¦n... \osbt¶ D½sh¨p½
sh¨pcp¡phmtWmSm.... s]m¶ptamt\....?.."
" F´mSo...tamtf C¸w sXmd¶p ImWm³ AhnsSmtÅ..."
" kvt\lw... AX§s\ ....HgpIphm... Fsâ AhsS¡qsS... ImWtW sXmd¶p t\m¡v...."
Acn{]mhp IpdpIp¶Xp t]msebpÅ B kwkmcw Fsâ Ip®tbbpw Rc¼pItfbpw
D·¯am¡n. Fsâ Ip®bpsS aknepIÄ henªp apdpIn s]m«psa¶p tXm¶n. C\n
Xmakní. Ahs\mcnSw sImSp¯nsÃ¦nÂ, Ahs\mcp arZphmb Xmhfw
sImSp¯nsÃ¦nÂ Nnet¸mÄ Ah³ s]m«ns¯dnípw Fs¶\níp tXm¶n. "XcmSm
tamt\.. s\\¡o AchW¸qdp Xn¶m³ XcmSm..." Rm³ a\ÊnÂ ]dªp. IbvsImv
Aht\ H¶p X«nb\¡n. At¸mfh³ kt´mjt¯msS aIpSw H¶m«n. F¶n«v Rm³
AhfpsS ImepIÄ¡nSbnencp¶p. B ImepIsfSp¯v Ccphi¯pambn Fsâ
tXmft¯ípbÀ¯n sh¨p. Fsâ apJw Rm\m IhbnSp¡neSp¸n¨t¸mtgípw
]p«pIpS¯nÂ \n¶pw Bhn Dbcp¶Xp t]mse B ]qdnsâ \dpaWw hopw Dbcm³
XpS§n. ]pXp ]p¯³ kpKÔw, sN¼I¸qhnsâ hmk\.
F\níp sImXn tXm¶n, B hmk\sbm¶p \pIcm³. C{Xbpw aZKÔw AXnÂ
\n¶pbcWsa¦nÂ AXnsâ FÃm DÄZf§fpw hnSÀ¶p hnIkn¨p ImWpw FÃmbnS¯p
\n¶pw ]p¯³ tX³ In\nbp¶pmIpw. B tX³ \pIcm³ B aZ\]pjv]t¯
C\nbpan\nbpw hnSÀ¯m³ F\ními tXm¶n. NppIÄ sImm hnShI¯ns¡mv,
aq¡nteím a¯p hens¨Sp¯psImv Rm³ ]dªp.
" sicnbm.. KoX¡p«o... ChnsS DcpIps¶mv......s\bv¡pSw s]m«nb t]mse
HgpIps¶mv... Fsâ tZho... Fs´mcp ]qdm CXv.... CXns\mgp¡mt\ t\ctÅm...
C¸wtÃ Hcp shÅs¸m¡w IgnªXv....."
" Ip«³ Xt¶ Ahtf Ff¡o«v... Ahtf F´n\m hg¡p ]tdt¶... B ]mh¯n\n§s\
Hgp¡m\tÃ Ignbs¯mÅp... C¸w \Ã kpJmbn«§p tIdntímfpw... Aht\
FSp¯It¯m«p shsíSm... tamt\...."
KoX InS¶p ]pfªp sImv sIm©n.
" Mqw... Rms\m¶p t\m¡s«..."
Rm\m tbm\oap\¼nÂ B Iodensâ Xmgv`mK v̄ Fsâ \m¡nsâ Xp¼p ap«n¨v B
Iodsem¶pIqsS ]nfÀ¶p. H«n¸nSn¨ B Zf§fI¶tXmsS NXªp s]m«nb
am¼g¯nÂ \n¶pw Btcm Nmdp ]ngnsªmgníp¶Xp t]mse AhfpsS ]p¶mc¸qdnsâ
DÅnÂ \n¶pw NqSptX³ HgpIn, Fsâ \mhnteív. Hcp XpÅn t]mepw IfbmsX AXp
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\pWªp sImv hopw Fsâ \mhp apIfnteíp k©cn¨p. s\ípÅnteínd§p¶Xp
t]mse Fsâ \mhm tbm\o hnShnseínd§nt¡dn. Fsâ apJw apgph\mbn B
tbm\oapJ¯aÀ¯n. B XSn¨p hoÀ¯ DÄ¨ppIfpw I´nsâ XmsgbÁhpw Fsâ
hmbnembn. apJw Aåw h«¯nÂ NpÁn¨p sImv Rm\Xv hen¨p N¸n¡pSn¨p. D¸pckw
\ndª B ]qÀ¨pgnípÅnÂ Fsâ \mhnd¡n NpÁn¨t¸mÄ C¡nfnsImhÄ
Acs¡«p s]m¡n sh«n¨p. \mhpÅnteíaÀ¯nbt¸mÄ ]pÍn§nsâ IjW§Ä
t]mse hnImcw sImp hoÀ¯p XcfnXamb Zzmc¯n\p NpÁpapÅ amwkt]inIÄ
Fsâ \mhn\p B tbm\oZzmc¯nteínd§m³ hgnamdns¡mSp¯p. Bhp¶nSt¯mfw
AaÀ¯n. Rm\m tbm\o`n¯nIfnÂ \mhn«pc¨p. At¸mÄ \mhn³ Xp¼¯p \n¶pw hn«p
t]mb I´ns\ Fsâ XÅhncÂ sImp Rm³ h«¯nÂ XShn. s\bvt]mse arZphmb
B I´ptamsfsâ hncen\p ]nSnsImSp¡msX sX¶n amdn \S¶p, Fsâ hncehfpsS
]pdsIbpw. B aÂkctbm«¯nepw Fsâ \mhnsâ kwt`mK¯nepw Fsâ
KoX¡p«nbpsS Acs¡«nte hnImctI{\¯nÂ \n¶pw HcpÂ¡ s]m«ns¯dn¨p
apIfnteíp hcp¶Xp Rm\dnªnÃ ]t£ AhfpsS Acs¡s«sâ apJs¯bpw
sImv Dbcp¶Xpw Xmgp¶Xpw Rm\dnªp. A\nb{´nXamb hnImc¯Ån¨bnÂ
AdnbmsX Xs¶ AhÄ Acs¡«p hnd¸n¨v NpÁn¨psImncp¶p. AhÄ B tbm\n
Fsâ apJt¯íp, apIfnteíp XÅn¯¶psImncp¶p. B tbm\oapJ¯p \n¶pw
Fsâ NppIÄ hn«pt]mImXncním³ thn Rm\m XpSIÄ cpw Fsâ IbvIÄ
sImp NpÁn¸nSn¨p. CSíp Rm³ I®pIÄ apIfntesím¶p Xncn¨t¸mÄ I Imgv¨
F\nípt¯P\w \ÂIn. cp IbvIÄ sImpw B cp s]cpapeItfbpw
sR¡ns¸m«nípIbmWhÄ. B apJw hnImcXo{hXbmÂ Npcp§nt¡mSns¡mncp¶p.
I®pIÄ AaÀ¯nbS¨ncp¶p. Igp¯p apIfnteíp hf¨pbÀ¯ns¡mhÄ apcp.
" Fsâ tamt\... F\níp hs¿Sm... F\níp hcpImSm..tamt\... thsSm...Fsâ s]m¶p
Ip«mmmmm........ \ap¡p IfnímmmmSmmmmm... AI¯p shs¨mgnímmmSmmmm... "
" Mqlpw..."
B `KZzmc¯nÂ B«pIÃnÂ A½n¡sÃ¶ t]mse NpÁns¡mncp¶ Fsâ
\mshSp¡msX Rm³ aqfn \ntj[n¨p.
" Fsâ s]m¶p Ip«\tÃ... hmkq«m... \¡ep .......\nÀ¯n.. ........Aht\... AIt¯m«p
shsíSm...At¿m.. F\nín¸w....... h¶p t]mIpw.. ....... Fsâ ... Fâtttt½... Ft¶ Cu
Ip«³ sImÃphmtttW... lbo...Mqw..Mqw... F\níp hcptttt¶...httt¶..F......sâ......
Ip«mmmm... "
Rm³ AaÀ¯n Fsâ sN¶nbnteíp tNÀ¯p sh¨ncp¶ B XpSIÄ Ct¸mÄ Fsâ
apJs¯ AaÀ¯n sRcn¨p ]nSn¨p. cp IbvIÄ sImpw Fsâ Xe B
]qÁnteíhÄ AaÀ¯n¸nSn¨p H¶p cp ]pfªp Fsâ NppIÄ¡p Iotg B
tbm\n AXniànbmbn kv]µníp¶Xp Rm\dnªp. ]p¯³ tX\pdh DcpÄs]m«nbXp
t]mse Fsâ \mhn\p NpÁpw \ndªv Fsâ NppIÄ¡p Xo¨qtSIp¶Xpw
Rm\dnªp. Fsâ lrZtbizcn A\p`hníp¶ kpJ¯nsâ Xo{hX Adnª Rm³ B
Ih¡nSbnÂ, B tbm\nbnÂ ]qÀhm[nnIw iàntbmsS Fsâ apJan«pc¨p.
CdpIn¡qSnb B tbm\n¯pfbnÂ Rm³ _eambn \mhn«p NpgÁn. Ipgªp sX¶nb
I´nÂ XÅhncÂ AaÀ¯n NpÁn¨p.
" Mqw...Mqw...Mqw...Mqw... lt¿m...tlm...."
AhÄ \nehnfn¨psImv tatem«pw Iotgm«pw lnÌocnb ]nSn¨ t]mse Acs¡«v
\me©p {]mhiyw s]m¡pIbpw Xmgv¯pIbpw sNbvXp, ]ns¶ AhÄ N´n hmbphnÂ
_eambn s]m´n¨v ]nSn¨p. hnÃp t]mse hfªv, B Acs¡«p \nivOeambn. ImÂ
an\nt«mfw hmbphnÂ DbÀ¶p \n¶ B Acs¡«nÂ Fsâ apJ¯n\p Xmtg B
tbm\nbmsI hn«p hn«p XpSn¨p. Hmtcm XpSn¸n\pw Fsâ \mhv Aåmåambn kzX{´ambn.
AhfpsS cXnaqÀObpsS kpJ¯nsâ Xo{hX IpdbmXncním³ Rm³ hopw
\mhpsImm tbm\ntb t`mKn¨p. hncÂ sImm Irkcntb XmUn¨p.
Hcp Npgen¡mÁp t]mse h¶ B cXnaqÀO kmh[m\w sI«S§nbt¸mÄ B
Acs¡«pw Xmsgh¶p. B XpSIÄ Abªp. At¸mgpw hn«p hn«v B tbm\n XpSn¨v
kt¦mNn¡p¶Xv Rms\sâ \mhnÂ Adnbp¶pmbncp¶p.
" aXn...\nÀ¯v... ...\nÀ¯v... \nÀs¯sâ s]mt¶... F\nín\n h¿... aXn \¡oXv..."
AhÄ Fsâ apSnbnÂ ]nSn¨v _eambn Fsâ Xe s]m¡n. Xebpb¯n Rm³ B
Ac¡qSnteíp t\m¡n. XesbSp¯p \nÂ¡p¶ I´pw sR«n XpSn¡p¶p. s{_ÍnÂ

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t



Pmw tX¨t]mse B {XntImWamsI Ipgªncníp¶p. Rms\sâ apJw BsI H¶p
hncÂsImp sXm«v X¸n t\m¡n. Fsâ apJs¯Ãmw BhWs¡® tImcnsbmgn¨
t]mse hgphgp¡Â. B ]nfÀ¶ncníp¶ tbm\nNmenÂ \n¶pw IqXnhgn AhfpsS
cXnckmb\w HgpInbnd§n. Rm³ kabw IfbmsX Fsâ apJahfpsS
apJ¯nt\mSSp¸n¨p. I®S¨p InS¶v izmksaSp¡p¶ AhfpsS NppIfnÂ Rm³
Fsâ NppIÄ tNÀ¯pcp½n. AhfpsS aZ\XSmI¯nte \ocpdhbpsS cpNn Fsâ
\mhpw NppIfpw hgn Rm³ AhÄ¡p ]IÀ¶psImSp¯p. AhÄ AdnbmsX,
ab§p¶ Hcp sIm¨p Ipªnt\t¸mse, AhfpsS hnImct{kmXÊnÂ \n¶pw DÂ`hn¨
B D¸p\ocp \pWªp sImncp¶p. cpNntbdnbt¸mÄ AhÄ Fsâ NpnÂ \n¶pw
IhnfpIfnÂ \n¶pw AdnbmsX B cpNn \¡nsbSp¯p. an\n«pItfmfw R§Ä A§s\
InS¶p.
I®pXpd¶t¸mÄ AhÄ Fsâ I®ntesím¶p t\m¡n. AhfpsS IbvIÄ sImst¶
iànbmbn sI«n¸nSn¨p. Fsâ apJ¯hfpsS NppIÄ D½sht¨mSn \S¶p. HSphnÂ
kvYeImet_m[w h¶t¸mÄ AhÄ im´bmbn InS¶p InX¨p.
" Ft¶ sImÃm\mtWm `mhw.. s\\¡v...." InX¨p sImhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" F´p ]Án tamtf..."
" C§s\ kpJn¸n¨m... Rm³ sNe¸w kmam\w s]m«ns¯dn¨v N¯p t]mIpw... "
" Rm³ t]Sn¨Xv tamsS I´n¸w s]m«ns¯dnt¨t\¶m.... At{Xw AXp sNma¶p
hoÀ¯mcp¶p...." Rm\m I´nsem\p Xncp½n.
" tlm... AtX sXmSmsX... Poh³ t]mWp....... F´m \o AhnsSs¡S¶v.... AtXÂ..
ImWn¨Xv "
" Rms\m¶pw sNbvXnÃ... \nsâ AchW¸qÁnÂ H¶p½ sh¨p.... \osbt¶ hn«nÃ...."
" Ct{Xw kpJw F\níp Xm§ms\mÅ sIÂ¸nÃ... tamt\... lt¿m... Ct{Xw kpJw
AXn\Is¯mmcpt¶m... tlm....Fsâ Hcp hÀjw t]mbtÃmSm... Ip«m.."
" \o kam[m\nív s]t®... Rm\ntÃ F¶pw \nsâqsS... "
" Mqw.. AXm Cs¸mcmizmkw...F\nív.... At¿m... \½fp ad¶p... AIs¯mgn¨nÃ....
NoÁn¨v IfbtÃ Fsâ s]mt¶..."
" Hgnímw...... s]SímsX...... Hcp sXmÅn t]mepw Ifªn«nÃ.....C¸w \o H¶p sIS¶v
izmksaSp¡v...... "
AhÄ IbvIÄ cpw hnimeambn \nhÀ¯p sh¨v ImepIfpw Ih¨p InS¶p.
" \nsâ samJw C§p sImp ht¶.... F\níntX Xcms\mÅp... F³³³³sâ
s]m³³³³³¶pwsImSw...."
Fsâ apJw ]nSn¨p Xmgv¯n AhÄ Fs¶ KmVambn Npw_n¨p. F¶n«v apJ¯p ]Ánb
]pÀtX³ IbvsImp XpS¨p.
\nhÀ¶ncp¶ Rm³ B hbdnepw s\©nepw ]Xps¡ XShm³ XpS§n. AdnbmsX Hcp
ape¡p¶nÂ Fsâ Ibv ap«nbt¸mÄ Ahsfm¶p Npfnªp. sasÃ Fsâ Ibv
hbÁt¯íp amÁn.
" \¶mbn«p kpJnt¨msâ KoX¡p«n...?..."
" Mqw.. Fsâ BbpÊn... C§s\mcp .... kpJw... F¶mepw hmkpth«\nsXhS¶p
]Tn¨Xm... Cu thesbms¡..."
" CsXms¡..Bsc¦nepw ]Tn¸n¡tWm.. s]Áp hogp¼w ]ip¡nSmsh§\m XtÅsS
same IpSnítW... A§s\ Xt¶¶p sht¨mfq..."
" sl¶mepw ... CXn¨nsc I«nbm... Ahkm\w H¶pw Adnbm³ taemsX t_m[w t]mb
t]membnt¸mbn...." AhÄ Fsâ apebnÂ \pÅns¡mp ]dªp.
" AtÃepw KoX¡p«osS... Cu ]qdpw I´pw Im... GXp \mcZ\mtWepw
\¡n¯n¶pt]mIpw.. Fs´mcp skmb¼³ km[\m.. Cu Ihs¡tS sImp \S¡tW...
IntÃ... CÍensítSÂ N¡¡pcp sh¨t]mse C¸gpw s]m§n\n¶p shdípt¶...
F\n¡n\ow Xn¶m³ tXm¶pIm...."
" At¿m...C¶n\n Xn¶... Rm³ N¯p t]mIpw... C\n Fsâ Ip«sâ Rms\m¶p
Xn¶s«..... AtÃ th..... Ct{Xw t\cw ]nSn¨p \n¶XtÃ... B D]m{X§sf§m\pw
s]m«nbm... th..AI¯p shív.. F¶n«v kpJnív.. hm.. t\cw Ifb..."
" C¨nsc t\cw AS§ns¡Ss¡sâ s]mt¶.... temIw C¶§hkm\ní¯nÃ...." Rm³
B Ihnf v̄ Acpabmbn XShn.
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" C\n Aht\ C§p sImmt¶... Aht\ t\m¡m³ Rm\ÃmsX Bcm HtÅ... "
Ahsfgpt¶Áv Fsâ Imen¶nSbnÂ I¿n«p. Fsâ Ip®sbSp v̄ sasÃ XgpIn. s]mSn
Xq¯p Ifbp¶Xp t]mse tatem«pw Iotgm«pw XShn.
" Fs´mcp _ew... Rcs¼ms¡ Fgp¶p \nípIm... C¸w s]m«ns¯dnípw...AXn\p
ap¼v... AI¯p shímt¶..."
Aht\ H¶p s]m¡n apdpIn¸nSn¨pInS¶ DItfbpw AhÄ Xmtemen¨p.
" KoX¡p«o.... F\nsímcm{Klw..." Rm\m XmSn ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n sasÃ ]dªp.
" Mqqqqqw.....F\nídnbmmmw... Fsâ sImX¯neSníWw..... AXtÃ.... Cãw t]mse
ASnt¨m... AXp Iodnbmepw sImSep sXmfªmepw thnÃ..... C¶m..."
AhÄ NmSnsbgpt¶Áp Ip\nªp \mepImenÂ \n¶p..."
" hm kabw IfbmsX... NqtSmsS Xs¶ tIÁnbSn¡v. ... Hcp Imcyw.. IqXosemgním³
]Á¯nÃ... IeymWw IgnsªmÅ ISnªq¸mem... AXp Ifbmw ]ÁptIe... hm...
Fsâ tam³ hm...."
]iphnt\t¸mse \mepImenÂ \níp¶ AhfpsS IpnIÄ¡p ]pdInÂ Rm³ t]mbn
Ccp¶p. ]ns¶ B an\pk¡pnIfnÂ H¶p sI«n¸nSn¨p XgpIn. AXnÂ amdnamdn
]q¨¡pªp ISníp¶Xp t]mse ISn¨p.
" IpnIfv ISn¨p Xn¶m³ t]mIphmtWm... " AhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" CtXse´m sN¿ts¶\nídnbm³ tasesâ tamtf... Cu X®na¯§m cpw IqsS
ISn¨p Xn¶tWm.....F\níp h¿... slm.....Fs´mcp IpnIfv..... \o \S¡p¼w CXp§fp
cpw sIS¶p sh«p¶ It¨v .. F{X hmWw hn«Xm..." "
" C\nsb´n\m.. sa\s¡Spt¶... tamsâ skm´mbntÃ....FÃmw.... Cãw t]mse
C\nbt§m«p Xn¶mtÃm... sXmd¶p ]nSn¨v... tIsÁsâ tamt\... Fsâ \Sq Igípw.. ..
ASp¸n¨Sp¸n¨v... cp ]qcw IgnªXm.... C\n ]me`ntjIw IqSn Ignªm aXn.........
sXmS§v..."
AhÄ IpnIfn«v B«n Fsâ apJ¯pc¨p.
Rm³ B XSn¨ DcpSp¯ IpnIÄ AI¯n t\m¡n. shfp¯ B KpZs¸m«v
tbm\nt¯\nsâ \\hnÂ Xnf§p¶p. ]qdnÂ \n¶pw IhnsªmgpInb tX\mbncníWw
AXv. Rm³ hnSÀ¯nbt¸mÄ B s]m«Â¸w Npcpncp¶p. ]ns¶ sasÃ AXp hnSÀ¶p
Npcpfna A{]Xy£ambn. Rm\m s]m«nÂ H¶p sXm«p Xncp½n, At¸mÄ AXp hopw
AIt¯íp Npcpp. H¶p cp {]mhiyw Xncp½nbt¸mÄ AXp \nhÀ¶p hnIkn¨p
\n¶p. NpÁn\pw A©mdp Idp¯ tcma§Ä tX\nÂ Ipfns¨m«n¸nSn¨p InS¶ncp¶p.
" F´n\m tN«t\ IpÁw ]tdt¶... X¡mfn¸g¯nsâ aqSp t]meteym... Cu apSnª
IqXns¯mf... Fs´mcp XpSpXpSp¸pw an\ptkmw....Bcpw tIÁn ASn¨p t]mIpw..."
" I®p shímsX... Ip® tIÁn.. ASnsísâ Ip«m..."
" F¶m sXmS§mw AtÃ..."
tNmZn¨p sImv Rm\m IqXn H¶p aW¯p t\m¡n. AhfpsS ]qÁnte aWw Xt¶...
shÅw t]mIm¯XpsImv bmsXmcp AtcmNIXzhpw At¸mÄ F\níp tXm¶nbnÃ.
Rm³ B Idp¯ ISpIp t]met¯ s]m«nsem¶p½ sh¨p. ]ns¶ \m¡p sImsm¶p
\¡n t\m¡n. hnbÀ¸nsâbpw tbm\ntX\nsâbpw an{inX¯n\p \Ã D¸v.
" lm... CsX¶m ]Wnbm.. Fsâ hmkpth«m.. F´m...Cu ImWnípt¶... Xn¶p¶ \m¡p
sImmtWm Xqdp¶ IqXo \¡pt¶... At¿m... F\níp h¿...."
AhÄ IqXn apt¼m«p hen¨p. Rm³ cp XpSIfnepw _eambn ]nSn¨Sp¸n¨n«v
IqXnbnÂ \¡m³ XpS§n. \¡pt´mdpw Hcp ]pXnb ckw.
" C¸w \nsâ sImXw F\níp IkvXqcnbmSo... tamtf....Fsâ samJw s\td \nsâ
]qÁnse Nmdm... C\n CXo¶n¨nsc ]Ánbmepw sImg¸Ãy..."
" CÃ... th... Rm³ \ní¯nÃ... t]m... Fgpt¶¡v. sImX¯neSnípt¶ ASnív.. Fsâ
IqXn \¡... tÈym... hnSmt\... Fsâ hmkq«m... hr¯ntISp ImWn¡msX...
temI¯nemcpw ImWním¯ ]Wnbm..." AhÄ Icbp¶ t]mse ]dªp.
" F¶m th.. \nÀ¯n... \nsâ ]qÁn \¡mhtÃm.... "
B sh®XpSIfI¯nbn«v hnSÀ¶p hnidn t]mse Xmtgm«p \níp¶ ]qÀ¨ppIfnÂ
Rm³ ]Wns¸«v NpaÀ¯n.
" Fsâ s]m¶p hmkq«m... FtâXp \¡nbXp aXn... F\ntíXmp t]mse hcpIm...
BsI Hcn¡nfnbm..AhsS Hs¡ sXmSp¼w... Ct{Xw t\cw \¡n sImWw hcp¯n
sh¨ncníbtÃ......"
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" A¸w ]ns¶ CXn\Is¯§s\bm ]®pt¶..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" AXp kmcanÃ.... A§p sNbvXm aXn..... ]®p¶ t]meÃ...\¡p¼gv... apSnª Achm..
Ip«sâ \m¡n\v..... "
Rm³ ap«nÂ \n¶p. ]ns¶ A£a\mbn \n¶p I®oscmgp¡p¶ Ip®bpsS Xe ]nSn¨p.
B IqXní¯ns«m¶pc¨p.
" hmkq«m C¨nsc ]Xps¡ thtW.. X¡mfn ]gw t]mse apgp¯ B\¯ebm...
Ahsâ...... tIdm³ C¯ncn _es¸Spw...hmkebn³ FSp¯p tXív..."
AhÄ ap¶dnbn¸p \ÂIn.
" F\nsímcp abncpw th tamtf...... Cu sImXw aXn..."
Rm\hsâ Xe ]nSn¨v \me©p h«w B IqXnbnepc¨p. \Ã sX¶Â, ]ns¶ ]Xps¡ Xe
Xmtgm«m¡n ]nSn¨p, B tbm\o Zzmc¯nteíp sh¨p. H¶p XÅn. Hcp "KvÊvÊvÊv "
iÐt¯msS Fsâ Ip® B aZ\s¡m«mc¯nteíqfnbn«p tIdn. DÅnÂ \Ã
hgphgp¸pw NqSpw abhpw. NqSps\¿nÂ Ip® Ipfn¨nd§p¶ t]mse. B ]ip¸qÁnÂ
IShtc Cd§nb Ip® Hcp \nanjw A\¡msX sh¨p. Fsâ Acs¡«pw AhfpsS
IpnIfpw H«n¸nSn¨p. Ip\nªv Rm³ B apeIfnÂ H¶p ]nSn¨p. Fs´mcp kpJw.
ASním³ tXm¶nbnÃ. ]t£ AhÄ Acs¡«nf¡m³ XpS§n.
" Fsâ Ip«³ anSp¡³... \Ã _p²n tXm¶otÃm... \mÁ¡qXoÂ tIÁoÃsÃm....." AhÄ
Bizmkt¯msS ]dªp.
" ASnít«..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" ASnt¨mSm...tamt\... \nsâ KoX¡p«nbtÃ ]tdt¶... Mqw sXmS§v.." AhÄ
Acs¡«nf¡n.
Rms\sâ tPmen XpS§n. BZyamZyw ]Xps¡ ]Xps¡, ]ns¶ Ne\¯n\p thKX IqSn.
At¸mÄ B ]qÁnÂ Ip® kzX{´ambn \Ã hgp¡temtS sX¶nt¡dm³ XpS§n.
Fsâ ]®Â iànbmÀPn¨p. hfsc sNdnb Hcp iÐw B ]qÁn\pÅnÂ \n¶pw
tIÄ¡m³ XpS§n. Acs¡«pw IpnIfpw Iq«nbSníp¶ iÐ¯nÂ B t\cnb iÐw
HXp§nt¸mbn. Hmtcm ASnípw AhÄ Acs¡«v ]pdInteíp XÅn¯s¶s¶
klmbn¨p. ]®ensâ thKX Iq«m³ AhÄXs¶ ap³Is¿Sp¯p. \Ã
hgphgp¡epmbn«pw Fs´mcp apdp¡w. kpJ¯nsâ XncameIÄ H¶n\p ]pdtI
H¶mbn Fsâ Acs¡«neebSn¨p.
" h..cm..dm..tbm..... tamt\..." ]®ensâ Xmf¯nÂ Ipep§ns¡mhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" Mm...C¸w... BIpw.... Mv..Mv..Mv..Mv... Fs´mcp kpJw... \Ã s\¿m¼ensâ FXfp
t]msemSo tamtf \nsâ ]qdv... "
" F¦n... \½¡n\n ..sIS...¶Snímw...tamt\... CtÃÂ... AI..¯p...ho..g..¯nÃ......hmSm..
thKw.. Ducv..." AhÄ ]dªp.
" F¶m... sIS¶p s]mfn¨p XmSo tamtf thKw... "
Rm³ Ip® HÁhenív hen¨qcn. ]nÌ¬ IpgenÂ \n¶pw Ducnt¸mcp¶Xp t]mse
"Lvgviv" Fs¶mcp iÐt¯msS Ip® shfnbnÂ h¶p. s]«¶hÄ aeÀ¶p InS¶v
XebnWsbSp¯p N´nIÄ¡p Iosg sh¨p At¸mÄ B Acs¡«pw ]qdpw hnSÀ¶p
s]m§n \n¶p. ImepIf¯n cp Ibv sImpw ]qÀ¨ppIÄ hen¨I¯n ]nSn¨p.
]£n¡pªv Blmc¯n\p thn hms]mfníp¶Xp t]mse Nph¶p XpSp¯
DÄZf§fpambn B aWn¸qsdsâ Ip®íp thn hm s]mfn¨p..
Ibv Ip¯n \n¶v Ip® XÅn AIt¯íp tIÁp¶Xn\nSbnÂ Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" F´n\m...C¸w... XebnW...sht¨..."
" Fsâ ]m{Xw t\tc sh¨Xm... ]msemcp sXmÅn t]mepw t]mImsX AhsSs¡S¶v... Hd
]nSníWw... ASnt¨m... thKw..."
Ip® apgph³ AI¯mbt¸mÄ AhÄ IbvIÄ hn«p. At¸mÄ sN¼c¯n¸qhnXfpIÄ
t]mse B ]qdnsâ CXfpIÄ Fsâ Ip®tb s]mXnªp, Hcp sNdnb IpfnÀatbmsS.
AhÄ ]qdp tatem«p XÅn¸nSn¨p. Rm³ ASn XpS§n. AhÄ Hcp Ibv Xmtgíp I¿n«v
Fsâ Dk©nIfnÂ XShn. Hcp Ibv sImv Fsâ apebnÂ \pÅn.
" t]mcs«... apgph\nt§ms«fIn t]mcs«.... " ASn aq¯t¸mÄ AhfpsS apJw H¶p
tImSp¶Xp Rm³ CXn\nSíp Ip.
" t\mhps¶mtmSo tamtf....Hs¦n...... C¨ncqsS Ih¨p ]nSnt¨m...... tamtf...."
" CÃ...Ip«m... ]m{X¯nâSoev ap«p¶ t]mse tXm¶oXm... ASnsísâ tam³...ASnív..
AhsS A´cmfw... s]mfnív.. tamt\... hcps¶mtmSm..."

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t

w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t  

 w
w

w
.k

am
bi

ku
tta

n.
ne

t  
 w

w
w

.k
am

bi
ku

tta
n.

ne
t



AhÄ DIfnÂ sR¡ns¡mp tNmZn¨p.
" hcp...s¶..So...tamtf... tZ...hcp¶p.... ]nSnt¨m..."
BªmªSn¨psImv Rm³ hnfn¨p ]dªp.
" hcs«Sm tamt\... FfIn hcs«Sm.... " AhÄ tatem«p XÅns¡mncp¶p. AhÄ
]qdndp¡n ]nSnt¨m F¶p kwibw, \Ã apdp¡w. H¸w Fsâ kpJhpw iXKpWo`hn¨p.
Fsâ Acs¡«nÂ Hcp Npgen¡mÁv Dcp¯ncnªp. AsXsâ Rc¼pItf {]I¼\w
sImÅn¨psImv Fsâ hrjW k©nItf henªp apdp¡n. Hgn¨pIqSm\mhm¯ B
kvt^mS\¯ntesí¯m³ Fsâ Acs¡«p Zmln¨p. Hcp aWn¡qtdmfw henªp apdpIn
\n¶ B hnImc¡¼nIÄ Fsâ DÅnÂ s]m«ns¯dn¨p. ]nSn¨psI«n\nÀ¯nbncp¶
sI«pIÄ s]m«n¨psImv Fsâ enwK¯nteív Fsâ Acs¡«nÂ \n¶pw ip¢¡SÂ
Cc¼nbnd§n. AXp Nm«pfnIÄ t]mse ]mªv Fsâ enwKm{K¯nse¯nb \nanjw
Rm³ \nivOe\mbn \n¶p t]mbn. ]ns¶ H¶n\p ]pdtI H¶mbn Iptd Nm«pfnIÄ.
Hmtcm¶p hcpt¼mgpw sR«ns¡mv Rm\mªSn¨p. ip¢_mW§Ä Fsâ KoXbpsS
tbm\nbneqsS AhfpsS KÀ`]m{X¯nsâ Nmenteív sXdns¨mgpIn,. F{X {]mhiyw
Rm³ sR«nsb¶dnªpIqSm.
" ASn tamt\ BªSn... FÃmw FfIn C§p hcs«Sm... kpJnsísâ tamt\... ASn¨p
kpJnsísâ tamt\... ASn¨p IodntímSm..."
KoX¡p«n Ft¶ Acs¡«nf¡n t{]mÂkmln¸n¨p sImncp¶p.
" Fsâ Ko..X...¡p...«o...." Rm³ sR«n hnfn¨p sImncp¶p.
" ASns¨mgnív tamt\.... Fsâ ]m{X¯ntem«v... ASnív... XpÅn t]mepw _m¡n shíÃv..."
AhÄ Fsâ DIÄ sasÃ ]ngnªp sImncp¶p.
Ahkm\¯pÅn htc t]mbn«pw BªSním\pÅ AS¡m\mhm¯ A`nhm©tbmtS
hopw Fsâ Acs¡«hfpsS tbm\oZzmc¯nÂ Bªp ]Xn¨p sImncp¶p. Ip®
IShtc tIdnbnd§n. ]ns¶ Fsâ Acs¡«nse t\mhns\mcbhp h¶t¸mÄ InX¨p
sImv Rm³ AhfpsS apIfnteíp hoWp. Ahsfsâ apSnbnÂ XtemSn. ]qdnsâ
ASn¯«nencp¶p hn§p¶ Ip®bpambn Rm³ KoXbpsS apIfnÂ InS¶p izmkw
hens¨Sp¯p. an\n«pIÄ Ignªt¸mÄ Rm³ Xe s]m¡n.
" sISt¶m... AhsS sISt¶m... \Ã Ifnbmcp¶p... Fs´mcpincmcp¶p.... Fsâ
KÀ`]m{Xw Ie§o¶m tXm¶tW..." Ft¶ sI«n¸nSn¨v AhÄ Fsâ IhnfnÂ
D½sh¨psImp ]dªp.
" A¸¸nt¶ ]dbmcpt¶m... Rm³ At{Xw DÅntem«p tIÁptIemcp¶tÃm..."
" AXv kmceymcp¶p. tamsâ kpJns¨mÅ ASn ImWm\mcp¶p ckw...."
" s\\¡v `mcw tXm¶WntÃ...?.." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Htepw kmcey... Ah\hnsS Ccps¶m¶p XWp¡s«... F¶n«qcnbm aXn.... C¸gpw
s\dªncp¶p hn§pIm... IÅ¡p®tam³...]ngnsªSp¡s«..."
AhÄ ImepIfndp¡ns¡mp ]dªp. Aåw Ignªt¸mÄ Rm³ XfÀ¶ Ip®
Ducns¡mv AhfpsS tase \n¶pw Xmsgbnd§n InS¶p.
" tam\n\n Hd§ntím... Cs¶m¯ncn tPmen sNbvXp..." Ahsfsâ IhnfnÂ XgpIn.
" KoX¡p«níp h¶nÃmcpt¶m..."
" Mqlpw... F\níp cp IgnªXtÃ DÅp....tam\p hcp¶Xp ImWm\mcp¶p F\níp
ckw... At¶cw Cu samJsam¶p ImWWmcp¶p... ]Ãpw ISn¨v ....I®pw
Cdp¡n¸nSn¨v....tlm... \Ã kptJmmcp¶p AtÃ.."
Ahsfsâ IhnfnÂ XgpIns¡mp tNmZn¨p.
" Mqw... sImtd t\cmbntÃ ]nSn¨p sht¨mncním³ sXmS§o«v.... h¶¸w kzÀ¤w Ip
Rm\pw..."
" Fsâ s]m¶p Ip«³..." AhÄ Fsâ hnbÀ¯ Igp¯nÂ D½ sh¨p.
sNcnªp InS¶htf Rm³ sI«n¸nSn¨p. B apeIfnÂ Rms\sâ Ibv sh¨p
]ªn¯ebnWbnse¶ t]mse kpJw.
" XebnW amÁt..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" C¸w th... amÁnbmÂ s]mdt¯símenípw... t\ct¯ Xt¶... Fsâ kmam\w
sNmc¯nbXp apgph³ hncntbembn... C\n CXqsSbmbmev..."
" tamfp t\cs¯ Fgpt¶ÁmsemSt\ sIS¡ hncn amdWw tIt«m... " Rm³ hncnbpsS
Hcp AcnIp ]nSn¨pbÀ¯n Ip® Xq¯p.
" sImX¯n shípt¶epw kpJtey CXv... "
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" Mqw AtX.. " Rm³ k½Xn¨p.
" ]ns¶´m... Ahkm\w IqXoÂ tIÁm¶p hnNmcnt¨..?..."
" Rm³ Np½m ]dªXtÃ... Ct{Xw \Ã s]m¶p]qdo Ihs¡tS Ccn¡p¼w.....Fsâ
s]m¶nsâ IqXn... Rm\mbn«p \miam¡¯nÃ... sXmd¶ncníp¼w Itmncním³ \Ã
tiem... AtXmp t\m¡n Ccp¶p t]mbn...."
" tlm... thsdm¶pw InÃ... sXmd¶p sh¨p t\m¡n ckním³....C\n sISs¶md§v..."
" Cu I«nteÂ kvYew t]mc... cp t]À¡pw IqsS, CtÃ..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" CXp aXn, F¶pw sI«n]nSn¨p sIS¡mtÃm... "
" tam¡p apÅt..."
" C¶p th... apÅm\ncp¶m.. HÅ ]mep sNe¸w shfo....t]mIpw... ]ns¶
IgpInbm..._m¡ow... AtXmv... AhsSbncnís«...C¸w \Ã kabm... tZhn
sXmW¨m....sNe¸w ]nSnt¨ípw..."
" tZhn sXmWípw... \½fnt{Xw _p²nap«n Hgn¨XtÃ... ]t£... IgpImncp¶m....
\mft¯ív... \Ã aWmcnípw.... AhsS..."
" H¶p t]m Fsâ IÅm... AXp Rm³ t\mtímfmw.....C¸¯t¶... Cu tam´íp \Ã
\mÁm... s]mfn¨p ]nSn¨p tamdn«v shcIphÃmcpt¶m... F\nín¸w tXmWXv . .hnemkn\osS
kmam\¯nt\¡mfpw FtâXn\p atWmtm¶m... \¡n Pohs\Sp¯p Ifªp.....t]mbn
samJw IgpIntb¨p sISt¶m... CtÃÂ cmhnte aÁptÅmcp aq¡p s]m¯pw..."
" A¶v hnemkn\osS ho«o¶v h¶¸w.. Fsâ samJ¯n\p IpÁw ]dªXtÃ...
NmWI¡pgnbm¶pw ]dªv... s]m¯s«... A¸w Rmw ]tdw.. CXv \nsâ ]qdnsâ
aWm¶v..."
" Mvlm... Ft´epw ]d... F\nsímd¡w hcp¶p. ... B s]mXs¸Sp¯v s]mXt¨..."
Ahsfmcp tIm«phm C«p.
" _m¡n XoÁsbms¡ \mtf...AtÃ... " Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Mqw..."
Rms\gpt¶Áp sseÁp sISp¯n. Xncn¨p h¶v Fsâ s]®nt\bpw sI«n¸nSn¨v InS¶p.
NmÁagbpsS XWp¸nÂ apdnípÅnepw kpJIcamb XWp¸v. B kpJ¯nÂ Dd¡w
R§sf ]pWÀ¶XdnªnÃ. AhfpsS XfnÀta\nbpsS arZpeXbpsS kpJ¯nÂ Rm\pw,
cXnaqÀObpsS XfÀ¨bnehfpw kpJambn«pd§n.
shfp¸ns\t¸mtgm Rm\pWÀ¶p. Fsâ Igp¯n\nSbnÂ Xe]qgv¯nsh¨v Fsâ
Acs¡«nÂ Hcp ImÂ IbÁnsh¨v AhÄ kpJambpd§p¶p. ]t£ Fsâ
D®nIrjv®³ am{Xw Fsâsbm¸w DWÀ¶p. F´nt\m imTyw ]nSn¨ns«¶ t]mse
Ah³ _eambn \nÂ¡p¶p. Xncn¨pw adn¨ht\ ImepIÄ¡nSbnÂ sh¨aÀ¯n t\m¡n.
Hcp c£bpanÃ. Fsâ Dd¡w ]¼IS¶p. Hcp ]t£ Fgpt¶sÁm¶p apÅnbmÂ
Nnet¸m Ah³ Xmgvt¶ípw. F¦nepw aSn. Rm³ sasÃ KoXbpsS apJw Fsâ
Igp¯n\nSbnÂ \n¶pw amÁn F¶n«p Aåw Xmtgíp \o§n. Ih¨p InS¡p¶ AhfpsS
Ih¡nS sasÃ X¸n¸nSn¨p. B ap¡q«pIhebnÂ Fsâ Ibv sXm«t¸mÄ AhÄ
H¶\§n Ft¶ sI«n¸nSn¨p. Ct¸mÄ AhfpsS apebnemsWsâ apJw hn{ianíp¶Xv.
AXnsâ {apZpeX Fsâ Ip®tb H¶pIqSn ZrVam¡n. Fsâ I¼n¡p®sbSp v̄
AhfpsS B ap¡q«pIhebnÂ sh¨p. kwKakvYm\ambncp¶Xn\mepw XpSIÄ
XSn¨XmbXpsImpw B Ih¡nSbnÂ Ah³ CStím«p tIdn Ccníp¶nÃ. hfsc
]Xps¡ Ahtf DWÀ¯msX Rm³ B XpSnªp InS¡p¶ taÂ¯pS H¶p s]m¡n,
Aht\ B ap\¼nteív XncpInsh¨p. ]ns¶ Fsâ taÂ tIÁnsh¨ncp¶ AhfpsS
ImÂ {i²tbmsS FSp¯p Xmsg t\sc sh¨p. Blm... Ct¸mÄ Fs´mcmizmkw,
Fs´mcp kpJw. Rm³ Hcp ape Aåw DbÀ¯n¸nSn¨v Fsâ IhnÄ cp apeIfpsS
CSbne§p tIÁn sh¨p. FÃmw IqsS Bbt¸mÄ Fsâ Acs¡«v AS§p¶nÃ
F¶mbn. sasÃ Rm³ Fsâ Acs¡«v A\¡nt¸mbn. A\¡pt´mdpw kpJw, F¦nepw
thKX Iq«m³ ]Á¯nÃtÃm. Rmt\mÀ¯p, Fs´mcp KXntISv. ]cn]qÀ® \ábmbn
Fsâ s]s®sâ IqsS¡nS¶n«pw AhfdnbmsX Ahsf hnsI«pI. kmcanÃ. Fsâ
Ip® satÃ B XpSIÄ¡pw ]qdn\panSbnÂ hfsc ]Xps¡ Dckn¡fním³ XpS§n.
AdnbmsX Rm³ B apeIÄ H¶p IqSn AI¯n apJw CSbnteíp ]qgv¯n sh¨p.
" lpwwwwww.... Hd§m\pw.... k½Xnt¡te..."
AhfpsS Dd¡¨SthmsSbpÅ iÐw. F¶n«hÄ Fsâ XesbSp v̄ B
apeIÄ¡nSbnteíp iànbmbn AaÀ¯n Ft¶ sI«n¸nSn¨p. Rms\sâ Ad¡Â
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]cn]mSn \nÀ¯n \nivOe\mbn InS¶p. cp an\n«p Ignªt¸mÄ AhfpsS iÐw
hopw.
" F´m \nÀ¯ntb... "
Rm³ annbnÃ.
" shítWm...?.. "
Rm³ annbnÃ.
" Gbv... \mWní... sN¿tWm¶v..?...."
tNmZn¨p sImv AhÄ Hcp ImÂ s]m¡n Ibv CSbneqsS IS¯n. Fsâ
Ip®¯esbSp¯v AhfpsS ]qdnsâ hmXnÂ¡epcp½nbn«v Aåw AIt¯íp tNÀ¯p
sh¨p. B ]qÀ¨ppIfpsS XfnÀ kv]Àihpw NqSpw GÁt¸mÄ XÅn AIt¯m«p
tIÁm³ Rm³ sh¼nsb¦nepw Adnbm¯ a«nÂ A\§msX Rm³ InS¶p. Hcp an\n«p
Ignªt¸mÄ AhÄ ]Xps¡ a{´níp¶p.
" \mWnít¶... thtW AI¯p sht¨mt¶..."
" Cbmsfmd§ntím..." Rm³ Dd¡¨Shnsâ a«nÂ ]dªp.
" GXmbmepw Hd¡w t]mbn... CsX¦nepw \S¡s«... hm... "
AhÄ t\tc InS¶p. F¶n«v Ip® X¸n sXmen¨p ]nSn¨n«v Ahsâ HÁ¡®nÂ
X¸nbns«m¶p sR¡n. AXnÂ \n¶pw shfnbneqdn Cd§nb Ahsâ I®oÀ¡W§Ä
AhÄ Ahsâ sam«¯ebnemsI ]pc«n¯Shn.
" s\\¡p thtÃm.. AXpsImv th.. " Rm³ a{´n¨p.
" \sÃmd¡¯n... AhsS sImsmc¨v Ft¶ HW¯o«v.... tIdv..F\nípw thWw..."
AhÄ Ft¶ AhfpsS apIfnteív ]nSn¨p hen¨p. Rm³ B ]qdnemsI X¸n t\m¡n.
]qSIfnÂ sXcp¸nSn¸n¨psImv tNmZn¨p.
" \\bm¯XpsImv.. sNe¸w kpJmhnÃ..."
" Mq lpw... s]mdta amt{X...HW§os«mÅp... AI¯n¸w \Ã \\hm... tIsdt¶.."
]ns¶ Rm³ aSn¨nÃ. ]pXs¸Sp¯v amÁn. AhfpsS apIfnteíp tIdn. IbvIp¯n
InS¶psImv B apeIfnÂ H¶p IpSním³ XpS§n.
" AXnsâ Bhiyw H¶pw C¸gnÃ... t\tc AIt¯m«p sht¨mt¶..." ]dªpsImhÄ
HcpIbvsImv ]qÀ¨ppIÄ ]nfÀ¯n atÁ IbvsImv Ip® ]nSn¨v t\tc sh¨p.
" XÅntím... t]Sn¡.. " Rm³ sasÃ XÅn. F´Â`pXw, AhÄ ]dªXv
sicnbmbncp¶p. AI¯v \Ã hgphgp¡epw NqSpw. cp XÅnbt¸mtgípw Ah³
IShtc AI¯p tIdn apdpInbncp¶p. AhnsS Aht\ sh¨n«v tNmZn¨p.
" AIamsI ..sImgªp sIS¡phmWtÃm..."
" ]n¶ÃmsX... ChS¶v HW¶t¸mtf Rm\dnªp.... At¶cw sXmS§oXtÃ...
tXmm\pw... am´m\psams¡..."
" HW¯m¶p hnNmcn¨p..."
" anmsX thKw ASnív..." AhÄ Fsâ Acs¡«nÂ ]nSn¨v s]m¡n.
Hcp efnXkwKoXw t]mse R§fpsS ]®Â ]ptcmKan¨p. shfp¸m³ Imet¯
\niÐXbnÂ I«nensâ sNdnb IndpIndp¡w am{Xw.
" lv...lv..lv... C¨ncqsS Hds¡bSnt¨... F\nív apdpIn hcphm..."
" C{X s]s«t¶m..."
" Mqw... Ft´m...\Ã....ckw.....C¸w...C§s\...Ifním³...Mv..Mv..Mv..Mv...hen¨Sn..."
" Rm\pw hcp¯t«....?..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Mqw... F\nsímcp½ Xm....... F\nín...¸w...Mv..Mv...Mv...Mv..Mv..hcpw..."
" XebnWsbt´y....
Ip\nªv B NpnÂ D½ sImSp¯psImv Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" B... lv...lv...lv..lv... Adnb...¯n....Ã... ASnív... C\n \nÀ¯..........F\n....íp
.....hcp....¶p....Mv...Mv...Mv..Mv......" ASnbpsS Xmf¯ne\§ns¡mv AhÄ a{´n¨p.
" F\nípw hcps¶mv...loooo...bmmmmm...hqqqqq....."
Rm³ kzcaaÀ¯n ap{Ibn«p. kvJe\¯nsâ AXnkpJ¯nte ]cm{Iakzcw.
" Mv...Mv...Mv...F\nípw..... hcps¶mv.... Mv...Mv...Mv....."
Ahsft¶ sI«n¸nSn¨p Rc§ns¡mv Fsâ s\©nteíp henªp s]m§n. ImepIÄ
sImst¶ hcnªp. Hcp hn[¯nÂ iànsbSp¯v Rms\sâ Iemi¸®p ]®n..
BZyt¯ hchn\p Ip® B ISn¨p]nSn¨pInS¡p¶ ]qdnsâ ASn¯«nÂ AaÀ¯n
sh¨p. ]ns¶ Hmtcm hchn\pw AXmhÀ¯n¨p. Fsâ ASnIÄ Ignbp¶Xp htc. AhÄ
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Ft¶ sI«n¸nSn¨p Xq§n. Fsâ Ip® \nivOeambt¸mÄ AhfpsS IbvIfpw
Abªp. AhÄ Xmsgíp InS¶p. Rm\m s\ÁnbnÂ Fsâ NpaÀ¯n InS¶p InX¨p.
FÃmsam¶p sI«S§nbt¸mÄ Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" F§s\mmcp¶p..."
" \Ã ckmcp¶p.... F¶mepw Hd¡¯ns\tSÂ..... F´n\m ]nSn¨p s]m¡ntb...?.."
" s]m¡nbXÃ... Xs¶¯m³ s]m§n\n¶Xm..."
AhÄ Fsâ IhnfnÂ IhnÄ tNÀ¯p. ]ns¶ Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" C¸w F§\m.. Ct{Xw thKw AhSw \\tª..."
" t\ct¯Xnsâ _m¡n ImWpw... ]ns¶... IÅ¯c¯nsemÅ Ip«sâ
sNmdn¨neqsSbmb¸w... \Ã Ff¡hmcp¶p...." AhÄ apJw sNcn¨p InS¶p.
" Duct«..?..s\\¡p izmkw ap«pw......"
" Mqw... hncntbseÃmw hogpamcnípw... B...cmhnte amÁmw... sl¶mepw Fs´mcp
Ig¸mcp¶p.. C¡W¡n\p \as¡md§m³ ]Á¯nÃtÃm..."
Ccp«¯hsfsâ apJw ]nSn¨p½ sh¨p. NqSp \nizmk¯n\nt¸mgpw \Ã elcn.
" CXmSo sImt¨... a[phn[p... tamfn¯ncn XÅns¡St¶..." Rm³ Ip® Ducn. AÁw
shfnbnÂ h¶t¸mÄ »pIv Fs¶mcp iÐw.
" F§\m H¶p sXmSím...ebnÁnSt«..." Rm³ tNmZn¨p.
" Hm... th...B hncnt¸tem«p sXmSsít¶......C¸w Hd¡w hcps¶mv... " Ahsfmcp
tIm«phmbn«p.
" F¶m C\n Hd§ntím.... "
" ]nt¶.... C\ow sNmdnbps¶mtev HSt\ thWw...Hd¡w ]nSn¨n«v....]ns¶..."
" CÃ... C¸w Hcp kam[m\mbn... Ch³ H¶p XmgtSo.. AtXmm sXmSsítS
shím¶p IcpXntb..."
" Mqw... ]ns¶ Rm³ shdptX sIS¡mt\m... C¯ncn ]pfnípw...F¶m ...Hd§v...
s]mdt¯ms«ms¡ Heníps¶mv... B... Henís«........."
Rm³ aeÀ¶p InS¡p¶ AhfpsS hbdnÂ Ibv sh¨p AhÄ AsXSp¯v apeíp
apIfnÂ s\©¯p sh¨p. an\n«pIÄ¡Iw R§fpd§nt¸mbn.

" KotX...KotX...\m¯qt\..."
s]§fpsS ]Xps¡bpÅ hnfnbmWp R§tf DWÀ¯nbXv. P\epIÄ AS¨ncp¶Xp
sImv apdnípÅnÂ Ccp«mbncp¶p. shfp¸ns\ In«nb kwt`mKkpJ¯nÂ Dd§nt¸mb
R§Ä t\cw shfp¯XdnªnÃ.
" aXn Hd§oXv... t\cw shfp¯p... "
KoX NmSnsbgpt¶Áp. Rm³ Ahtf sI«n¸nSním³ t\m¡n.
" t\cw H¯ncnbmsb¶m tXm¶pt¶...Fâoizcm...\mWt¡Sv... Zm, hcp¶q..Iate..."
" AhtfmSp t]mImw ]d... \o C¨ncqsS Hd§v.. £oWw Xocs«..." ]mXn ab¡¯nÂ
Rm³ ]dªp.
" hmkpth«\Xp ]dbmw... Rm\m aÁptÅmscsS samJ¯p t\m¡Xv..." Ac
shfn¨¯nÂ In«nb XpWnIÄ hmcnhen¨pSp¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ AhÄ ]dªp.
" Hs¶gpt¶tÁ... hncnsbms¡ H¶p amds«...htÃmcpw Im... B IaebmtW...X¸n
\S¡phm..."
" \o s]mtím... Rm³ amÁntímfmw...."
" ad¡tÃ... Ae¡oXv tais¸md¯p sht¨¡mw....tIt«m...." Fs¶ Ipep¡ns¡mhÄ
]dªp.
" Mqw...tI«q..." AhÄ t]mbn¡gnªt¸mÄ Rm³ hopw Dd§n.

Iptd¡gnªt¸mÄ ]pd v̄ KtWisâ iÐw. Rm³ s]s«s¶gpt¶Áp. {]iv\w
htÃmamtWm. Rm³ Ibnen hmcn hen¨pSp¯p sImv P\epIÄ Xpd¶p. apdnípÅnÂ
Xnf§p¶ kqcy{]Imiw ASn¨p tIdn. Rm³ ]pdt¯íp sN¶p.
AhnsS AO\pw KtWi\pw IqSn ISpwIm¸n IpSn¨psImv hÀ¯am\w ]dbp¶p.
" F´m KtW«m... Rm\n¨nsc Hd§nt¸mbn... atg¯v \Ã kpJw Hd§m³.... ]ns¶ F´m
cmhnte...."
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" l...ad¶p t]mtbm...C¶tÃ _m¦pImcp hcp¶Xv... AOt\mSp tNmZn¨¸w \nt¶w
hnfním³ ]dªp. C¶te HmÀ¸n¡W¶p hnNmcn¨Xm...ag t]Sn¨m Rm³ tIdmsX
t]mtb..."
sicnbmWtÃm. _m¦pImÀ ]pXnb tÌmdpapdn ImWm³ C¶mWp hcpsa¶p ]dªXv.
" \n§fp aXnbmcp¶p.... GXmbmepw Rms\m¶p ]Ãp tXís«...."
Rm³ ASp¡f¸pdt¯íp sN¶p. ]Ãp tX¨psImncp¶t¸mÄ Fsâ apdnbnÂ \n¶pw
s]§fpsS hnfn tI«p.
" KotX...KotX...Ct§ms«m¶p ht¶..."
" At½, s]mSn sImg¨Xm... Iae F´n\m hnfnt¨¶p t\m¡s«... "
AhÄ apdnbnteíp t]mbn. apJw IgpIn¡gnªv Rm\pw shdptX sN¶p. Rm³
sNÃpt¼mÄ apJw s]m¯n \nÂ¡p¶ KoXbpsS sNhnbnÂ s]§Ä Ft´m clkyw
]dbp¶p. InS¡bnteíp Nqn¡mWníp¶papv. cpt]cpw hmXnen\p
]pdwXncnªmWp \nÂ¡p¶Xv. s]s«¶v KoX ]cn`hn¨p sImp ]dbp¶p.
" Hm... ]ns¶ ...alm`mcXbpt²m¶paÃmcp¶p....."
" ]nt¶...Cu¡mWWtXm..."
" AXv...\m¯qsâ A\nbt\mSp tNmZnív... ]pÅn¡mc\m D¯chmZn..."
]ns¶bpw sNhnbnÂ AhÄ Ft´m tNmZníp¶p.
" ]¸mXn..."
" At{XtÅm... kXyw ]d..... Ft¶mSp....Rm\mtcmSpw ]db¯nÃ..."
" IqSpXepw...Fsâbm¶p sht¨m... IpÁ¡mcn Rm³ X¶ym... Rm\e¡nt¡mfmw...."
KoX \mWt¯msS ]dªpsImv hncn¸pw ]pX¸pw amÁn. ]ns¶ XebnWbpsS Ihdpw
Ducn.
" A¼S... anSp¡m... Ah³ tamiÃtÃm..." Iae aq¡¯p hncÂ sh¨p.
" Mqw... k½Xn¨p sImSpt¡n h¶qt«m.... HWcp¼w CsXms¡ amdtWm¶p Rm³
]dªXm... C¸w FÃmcpw..." KoX N½n.
" Hmmmm...CsXms¡ ImWp¼w... C¸w F\nsísâ ho«ntem«p t]mW¶p tXm¶pIm....."
s]§Ä Ibv IpSªp sImp ]dbp¶p.
" s]míqsS... Bgv¨sbm¶mbntÃ... At§cn¸w `qanimkvs{Xms¡ ad¶p ImWpw...
F¶n«pw _m¡nsbmtÅmscsS IWs¡Sp¡phm..."
" aXn.... Fsâ tPmen Ignªp.... A¸tg... R§fn¶p samXep IW¡p Iq«ntímt«..."
Iae KoXtb t\sc ]nSn¨p \nÀ¯ns¡mp tNmZn¨p. At¸mÄ Rm³ hmXnensâ
adhnteíp amdn.
" Iq«ntím...sNe¸w... tZhn sXmW¨m..." KoX \mWn¨v apJw Ip\n¨p sImp ]dªp.
" F¶p IcpXn HSt\sbm¶pw hnSmt«m... hm... ASp¡tfÂ sN¶n«p _m¡n ]dbmw...
AO\p t]mWw... B KtWi\pw h¶ns«mv... hmkq«\n¶p ItS t]mIpw..."
AhÀ apdnbnteíp Ibdn.
" At¿m... Cs¶´n\m t]mtW..." Ft´m AXymlnXw kw`hním³ t]mIp¶ t]mse
KoX tNmZn¨p.
" Hm... A¸w lWnaqW§p ]nSn¨p.... Ah³ ItS t]ms«t¶..." At¸mgmWhÄ
Ft¶¡Xv.
" \o F´p tI¡m\mSm..Hfn¨p \n¡tW... t]mbn... Hcps§Sm... s]m«m... ItS t]mImsX...
s]{¼t¶m¯osS.. s]mdtI Hfn¨pw ]m¯pw \S¡phm..."
" Mqw... \o C¸w sImtd IqSpXep ]tds¶mv..." Rm³ s]§fpsS t\sc NmSn.
" Rm³ ]tdw... \o sN¿ms\mÅX§p sN¿v.... ImWs«...." AhÄ NmSn ]dªp sImv
ASp¡fbnteíp t]mbn.
Xncnªp \n¶ KoX Ft¶ t\m¡n I®pcp«n.
" B XpWnsbms¡ amdW¶p ]dªXm... C¸w \m«pImcp aptgm\pw Ip....
kntemWpw... B{^ntíw.... dtjyw Hs¡... a\pjysâ samJ¯p t\m¡m³ h¿..."
Rms\m¶p Nncn¨p.
" InWní...."
" C¸w Im... KoX¡p«n ]gb GS¯n Xt¶.... C¨ncqsS¸d...tI¡m³ \Ã ckw..."
" C¸w ]td¶nÃ... "
" ]d... B ]tg G«¯nbt½sS samJw Rms\m¶qsS ImWs«...."
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" B ]tg G«¯nb½..G«sâ IqsS t]mbtÃm.... CXn¸w... shdpw KoX¡p«nbm....
hmkpth«sâ...."
B apJ v̄ Hcmbncw \mW¯nsâbpw kwXr]vXnbptSbpw civanIÄ hncnbp¶p. AXp
Ip \nÂ¡p¶ Fsâ DÅnÂ Bbncw Xmes¸menIÄ \nc¶p.
" KotX... CXnep¸n«mcpt¶m..." ASp¡fbnÂ \n¶pw A½bpsS hnfn.
" D¸n«Xmt½....." AhÄ ASp¡fbnteíp t\m¡n hnfn¨p ]dªp. ]ns¶ iÐw Xmgv¯n
Ft¶mSp ]dªp.
" Rm\§p sNÃs«.... ]nt¶bv........cmhnet¯ ItSse AXymhiy]Wn Igo¼w...........
D¨ín§p t]mcWw..... tIt«m..."
Ahsfmcp {]tXyI kzc¯nÂ Fsâ XmSnbnÂ ]nSn¨p sImp. ]dªp. At¸mÄ
AO³ AIt¯íp tIdnh¶p. KoXbpsS {]IS\w Is¦nepw ImWm¯ a«nÂ AO³
]dªp.
" \o thKw Hcp§v... hmkq«m..."
" Ft´m¶m C¸tdt¶...ChnSteym ]dtª.. Ahs\mcmgv¨ Ignªp h¶m aXo¶v... "
At¸mÄ At§m«p h¶ A½ AOt\mSmbn ]dªp.
" AÃt½... CsXsâ FS]mSm.. Rm³ sN¶nsÃ¦n...sNe¸w.. Imcyw \S¡ptIe... "
Iae sImph¶ F® XebnÂ tXíp¶Xn\nSbnÂ Rm³ ]dªp. F®¸m{Xw
Xncnsbs¡mSp¯n«v Rm³ shfnbnteínd§nbt¸mÄ A½ ]dbp¶Xp tI«p.
" F¦n¸ns¶... ChnSs¶mcp Imcyw sN¿Ww... B _m¦nsâ ]Wn Igo¼w.. Aht\
D¨símÅ hnín§p hnt«¡Ww..."
Rm³ Xncnª½tb t\m¡n. At¸mÄ A½ AOsâ sNhnbnÂ Ft´m ]dbp¶p.
AO³ Xe Ipep¡p¶p. Xncnªp \S¡p¶Xn\nSbnÂ A½ ]ndp]ndp¡p¶p.
" Ct{Xw {]mbmbn«pw sNe¸w H¶pw Adnb¯nÃm¯ t]mem...."

R§Ä Im¸nIpSnípt¼mÄ hnemkn\n HmSnt¡dn h¶p. t\tc ASp¡fbnÂ Ibdn h¶
AhÄ KtWit\¡t¸mÄ H¶p ]cp§n.
" F´m tamtf cmhnte..." A½ tNmZn¨p.
" AXv... A½mbo.. tN¨níp shfp¸m³ Imembt¸m thZ\ sXmS§n. ]mdp¡Wnbm«n
h¶ns«mv... F¶mepw Bip]{Xo t]mIm¶m hnNmcnípt¶..... AO³ Imdp hnfním³
t]mbncníphm..."
" F¶ns«´m At¶cw Xs¶ R§tf hnfnímtª...." A½ tNmZn¨p.
" AXn\v.....C¸w sImgs¸m¶qeym... IWnbm«nív h¿mbvI sImmcnípw....
Bip]{Xotem«p sImpt]mIm³ Ahcp X¶ym ]dtª...Rm³ t]mt«..." AhÄ
t]mIm³ Xncnªp.
" \nÃv... FSm.... \o IqsS Bip]{XoÂ htc t]mWw... ]ns¶ thtW..... Rmt\m KoXtbm
hcmw..." A½ Ft¶mSmbn ]dªp.
" At½... _m¦pImcv..... Mqw.... Hcp Imcyw sN¿mw... KtW«m... Imdp hcp¼w.. KtW«\pw
IqsS Iq«¯nsem¶p t]mImthm... Fsâ ]Wn Igo¼w Rm³ hcmw.. At¶cw KtW«t\
ItStem«p hnSmw..."
At¸mÄ Imdnsâ tlm¬ tI«p. KtWi³ s]s«¶p Im¸n IpSn \nÀ¯nbn«p ]dªp.
" AXns\´m... a\pjys\mcmhiyw hcp¼ftÃ klmbnt¡t... _m¡n Imcyw
Rmt\Áp..... F¶m Rm\nd§phm..."
KtWisâ ]pdtI R§fpw Cd§n.
FÃmhcpw ImdnÂ Ibdp¶Xn\nSbnÂ KtWi³ hnemkn\ntb {i²níp¶Xp Rm³
Ip. KtWisâ t\m«¯nsâ {]tXyIX Int«m Ft´m, hnemkn\nsímcp N½tem
]cp§tem t]mse. AXp I Rm³ KoXtb t\m¡pt¼mÄ Ahfpw Npnsemfn¨
]p©ncntbmsS Ft¶ t\m¡p¶p. hnemkn\n ImdnÂ tIdnbnÃ. At¸mÄ KtWi³
Ahtf t\m¡n tNmZn¨p.
" hcp¶ntÃ...?..."
" CÃ... Rm³ ]ns¶ ht¶mfmw.... C¸w \n§sfmt¡tÃm... "
ImÀ AI¶p s]mbt¸mÄ hnemkn\n I®S¨p {]mÀ°níp¶Xp Ip.

Rm³ Hcp§pt¼mÄ jÀ«nsâ Ibv aS¡m³ klmbn¨psImv KoX tNmZn¨p.
" Rms\mcp Imcyw ]tdt«... hmkpth«m...?..."
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" \otfmÅ ImcymtW D¨íp Rm³ hcp¼w ]dbmw..." Rm³ ]dªp.
" Mqlpw.. C¸w sIm¨p Imcyw...]ns¶ AXp sNe¸w hepXm¡nbm.... hepXmIpw..."
" F¶m Fsâ Ipt®tS Imcymcnípw .....thKw ]d..." Rm³ [rXn Iq«n.
" AXp cm{Xo hnNmcnímw....AtXbv... hnemkn\osS C¶mft¯ BtemNt\w \S¶nÃ...
\½sS I¿nev....\Ã H¶m´cw Hcp sNdp¡s\mÅ¸w... F´n\m s]md¯p X¸pt¶...
H¶mtemNn¨mtem... AhcsS t]dpw s]d¸pw Hs¡ Ignªn«p aXn...."
" Bcm...Bfv..?..."
" Bfnt\¸tdtWm¦nÂ Zm...ChnsS BZyw ...Hcp \Ã D½ XcWw... " AhÄ B
Ihnsfsâ apJt¯íp \o«nbn«p ]dªp. R§Ä At\ym\yw Hmtcm D½ Ibvamdn.
]ns¶bhÄ ]dªp.
" thdmcphÃm... \½sS KtWi³ Xt¶...." AhÄ ]dªp Ignªt¸mÄ Rm\m
apJt¯íp kmIqXw t\m¡n. Fsâ t\m«w IhÄ tNmZn¨p.
" Mqw...? F´m... Cãs¸«ntÃ... F¦n th..." KoX _msKSp v̄ Fsâ I¿nÂ X¶p.
AO³ apÁ v̄ Ft¶bpw Im¯p \nÂ¡p¶p.
" " A¸w... \obpw AXp Imcp¶p AtÃ...?.."
" GXv..."
" B KtWisâ t\mt«mw.. ... hnemkn\osS N½epw... Hs¡..."
" AtXmtÃ... Fsâ XeatÂ C§s\ tXm¶oXv.... A¸w hmkpth«\pw AXp
{i²n¨mcp¶p AtÃ..."
" Hhzv..... KoX¡p«n ]dbm³ sXmS§p¼w Rm\pw... CXt§m«p ]dbm³ hcpImcp¶p....."
"Dthzm....t\tcm..?...l..l..lmmmm......AXm hmkpth«m... \½sS cntâw .....
a...\..Êp..I..fp..tS......?..."
AhÄ tNmZy cq]¯nÂ Fsâ t\tc hncÂ Nqn Fsâ I®pIfnÂ t\m¡n. AhfpsS
I®pIfnÂ t\m¡n hncÂ Nqns¡mp Rm³ ]qcn¸n¨p, Fsâsbm¸w Ahfpw
]dªp.
" sF.......Iyw......."

<<<< ip`w >>>>

(XpScpw)
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